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THE 


PREFACE, 


WH  E  N  I  was  firft  called  to  the  office  of 
hiftoriographer  to  John  Bull,  he  expref- 
fed  himfelf  to  this  purpofe  :  Sir  Humphry  Polef- 
worth  *,  /  know  you  are  a  plain-dealer  ;  it  is  for 
that  reafon  I  have  chofenyoufor  this  important  trujl  ; 
.Speak  the  truth,  andfpare  not.  That  I  might  fulfil 
thofe  his  honourable  intentions,  I  obtained  leave 
to  repair  to,  and  attend  him  in  his  moft  fecret 
retirements  ;  and  I  put  the  journals  of  all  tranf- 
actions  into  a  ftrong  box,  to  be  opened  at  a  fit- 
ting occafion,  after  the  manner  of  the  hiitorio- 
graphers  of  fome  eajlern  monarchs  :  This  I 
thought  was  the  fafeft  way ;  though  I  declare  I 
was  never  afraid  to  be  choped\  by  my  mafter  for 
telling  of  truth.  It  is  from  thofe  journals  that 
my  memoirs  are  compiled  :  Therefore  let  not 
pofterity,  a  thoufand  years  hence,  look  for  truth 
in  the  voluminous  annals  of  pedants,  who  are 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  fecret  fprings  of  great 
A  2  actions; 

*  A  member  of  parliament,  eminent  for  a  certain  cant  ia  his 
tonverfation  ;  of  which  there  is  a  good  deal  in  this  book, 
t  A  cant  word  of  Sir  Humphry's. 
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actions ;  if  they  do,  let  me  tell  them  they  will  be 
nebufed*. 

With  incredible  pains  have  I  endeavoured  to 
copy  the  feveral  beauties  of  the  f  ancient  and  mo- 
dern hiftorians  ;  the  impartial  temper  of  Hero- 
dotus ;  the  gravity,  aufterity,  and  firict  morals 
of  Thucydides  ;  the  extenfive  knowledge  of  Xe- 
nophon ;  the  fublimity  and  grandeur  of  Titus  Li- 
vius ;  and,  to  avoid  the  carelefs  ftyle  of  Polybius, 
I  have  borrowed  confiderable  ornaments  from 
Dionyfius  HalicarnaiTeus  and  Diodorus  Siculus. 
The  fpecious  gilding  of  Tacitus  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  fhun.  Mariana,  Davila,  and  Fra.  Paolo, 
and  thofe  amongft  the  moderns  whom  I  thought 
moft  worthy  of  imitation  ;  but  I  cannot  be  fo 
difingenuous,  as  not  to  own  the  infinite  obliga- 
tions I  have  to  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs  'of  John 
Bunyan,  and  the  Tenter  Belly  of  the  Reverend 
Jofeph  Hall. 

From  fuch  encouragement  and  helps,  it  is  eafy 
to  guefs  to  what  a  degree  of  perfection  I  might 
have  brought  this  great  work,  had  it  not  been 
nipt  in  the  bud  by  fome  illiterate  people  in  both 
hottfes  of  parliament,  who,  envying  the  great  figure 
I  was  to  make  in  future  ages,  under  pretence  of 
raiilng  money  for  the  war,  have  padlocked  $  all 
thofe  very  pens  that  were  to  celebrate  the  actions 

of 

*  Another  cant  word,  fignifying  deceived. 
f  Parody  on  Boyer's  preface  of  his  liftory  of  Queen  Anne. 
\  Ad  retraining  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  &c.  which  was  puff- 
ed in  i;ia  ;  and  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  concluded  in  1713. 
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of  their  heroes,  by  filencing  at  once  the'  whols 
vmiverfity  of  Grub-ftreet.  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
nothing  but  the  profpect  of  an  approaching  peace t 
could  have  encouraged  them  to  make  fo  bold  a 
ftep.  But  fuffer  me,  in  the  name  of  the  reft  of 
the  matriculates  of  that  famous  univerfity,  to  aik 
them  fome  plain  queftions :  Do  they  think  that 
peace  will  bring  along  with  it  the  golden  age  ? 
Will  there  be  never  a  dying  fpeech  of  a  traitor  ? 
Are  Ccthegus  and  Catiline  turned  fo  tame,  thai 
there  will  be  no  opportunity  to  cry  about  ths 
ftreets,  a  dangerous  plot  ?  Will  peace  bring  fuch. 
plenty,  that  no  gentleman  will  have  occafion  to 
go  upon  the  highway,  or  break  into  a  houfe  ? 
I  am  lorry,  that  the  world  ihould  be  fo  much 
impofed  upon  by  the  dreams  of  a  falfe  prophet, 
as  to  imagine  the  Millennium  is  at  hand.  O 
Grubftreet !  thou  fruitful  nurferyof  towering  ge- 
nius's !  How  do  I  lament  thy  downfal  ?  Thy  ruin 
could  never  be  meditated  by  any  who  meant 
well  to  Engliih  liberty  :  No  modern  Lycaeum  will 
ever  equal  thy  glory :  Whether  in  foft  paftorals 
thou  didft  fing  the  flames  of  pampered  appren- 
tices and  coy  cook-maids,  or  mournful  ditties 
of  departing  lovers  ;  or  if  to  Maeonian  ftrains 
thou  raifedft  thy  voice,  to  record  the  flratagems, 
the  arduous  expleits,  and  the  nocturnal  fcalade 
of  needy  heroes,  the  terror  of  your  peaceful  ci- 
tizens, defcribing  the  powerful  Betty  or  the  arr- 
ful  Picklock,  or  the  fecret  caverns  and  grotto's 
of  Vulcan  fweating  at  his  forge,  and  ftamping 
A  3  the 
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the  Queen's  image  on  viler  metals,  which  he  retails 
for  beef,  and  pots  of  ale  :  Or  if  thou  wert  con- 
tent, in  fimple  narrative,  to  relate  the  cruel  acts  of 
implacable  revenge,  or  the  complaims  of  ravifh- 
ed  virgins  blufhing  to  tell  their  adventures  be- 
fore the  liftening  croud  of  city  damfels ;  whilft, 
in  thy  faithful  hiftory,  thou  intermingled  the 
graved  counfels,  and  the  pureft  morals.  Nor  lefs 
acute  and  piercing  wert  thou  in  thy  fearch  and 
pompous  defcription  of  the  works  of  nature ; 
whether  in  proper  and  emphatic  terms  thou  didft 
paint  the  blazing  comet's  fiery  tail,  the  ftupen- 
dous  force  of  dreadful  thunder  and  earthquakes, 
and  the  unrelenting  inundations.  Sometimes, 
with  Machiavelian  fagacity,  thou  unravelledft  in- 
trigues of  ftate,  and  the  traiterous  confpiracies  of 
rebels,  giving  wife  counfel  to  monarchs.  How 
didft  thou  move  our  terror  and  our  pity  with 
thy  paffionate  fcenes  between  Jack-Catch  and  the 
heroes  of  the  Old  Bailey  !  How  didft  thou  defcribe 
their  intrepid  march  up  Holborn-hill  !  Nor  didft 
thou  fliine  lefs  in  thy  theological  capacity,  when 
thou  gaveft  ghoftly  counfel  to  dying  felons,  and 
didft  record  the  guilty  pangs  of  Sabbath-breakers. 
How  will  the  noble  arts  of  John  Overton's  * 
painting  and  fculpture  now  languifh  !  where 
rich  invention,  proper  expreffion,  correct  defign, 
divine  attitudes,  and  artful  contraft,  heightened 
with  the  beauties  of  Clar.  Obfcur,  embellifhed 
thy  celebrated  pieces,  to  the  delight  and  aftonifli- 

ment 

*  The  engrajfir  of  the  cuts  before  the  Grub-ftrcet  papers. 


THE     PREFACE.         7 

merit  of  the  judicious  multitude  !  Adieu,  perfua- 
live  eloquence  !  The  quaint  metaphor,  the  poig- 
nant irony,  the  proper  epithet,  and  the  lively 
fimile,  are  fled  for  ever  !  Inftead  of  thefe,  we 
fhall  have,  I  know  not  ivhat  ! — The  illiterate  nvill 
tell  the  reft  'With  pleafure  *  ! 

I  hope  the  reader  will  excufe  this  digreffion, 
due  by  way  of  condolence  to  my  worthy  bre- 
thren of  Grub-ftreet,  for  the  approaching  barba- 
rity that  is  likely  to  overfpread  all  its  regions,  by 
this  oppreffive  and  exorbitant  tax.  It  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  receive  my  education  there  ; 
and  fo  long  as  I  preferved  fome  figure  and  rank 
amongft  the  learned  of  that  fociety,  I  fcorned  to 
take  my  degree  either  at  Utrecht  or  Leyden, 
though  I  was  offered  it  gratis  by  the  profeflbrs 
in  thofe  univerilties. 

And  now,  that  pofterity  may  not  be  ignorant 
in  what  age  fo  excellent  a  hiftory  was  written, 
(which  would  otherwife,  no  doubt,  be  the  fub- 

jeft 

*  Vid.  the  preface  of  four  fermons  by  William  Fleetwood  bi- 
fhop  of  St  Afaph,  printed  in  1712  ;  where  having  difplayed  the 
leautiful  and  f  leafing  profpeft  which  was  opened  by  the  war,  he 

complains  that  the  fpirit  of  difcord  had  given  us  in  its  ftead 

I  know  not  -what Our  enemies  -will  tell  the  reft  -with  pleafure. 

This  preface  was,  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  burnt  by 
the  hangman  in  Palace-yard,  Weftminfter.  Hau'kef. 

Many  at  that  time  did  imagine  the  hiftory  of  John  Bull,  and 
the  perfonages  mentioned  in  it,  to  be  allegorical,  which  the  au- 
thor would  never  own.  Notwith (landing,  to  indulge  the  rea- 
der's fancy  and  curiofity,  I  have  printed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  the  fuppofcd  allufions  of  the  moft  obfcure  parts  of  the 
ftory. 
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of  its  enquiries)  I  think  it  proper  to  inform 
the  learned  of  future  times,  that  it  was  compiled 
when  Lewis  XlVth  was  king  of  France,  and 
Philip  his  grandfon  of  Spain  ;  when  England 
and  Holland,  in  conjunction  with  the  emperor 
and  the  allies,  entered  into  a  war  againft  thefe 
two  princes,  which  lafted  ten  years  under  the 
management  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborongh,  and 
was  put  to  a  conclufion  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
under  the  miniftry  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  in  the 
year  1713. 
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PART       I. 
CHAP.     I. 

The  occafton  of  the  laiv-fuit* 

IN  E  E  D  not  tell  you  of  the  great  quarrels 
that  have  happened  in  our  neighbourhood, 
flnce  the  death  of  the  late  lord  Strutt  * ;  how 
the  parfon  f ,   and  a  \  cunning  attorney,  got  him 
to  fettle  his  eftate  upon  his  coufin  [|   Philip  Ba- 
boon, to  the  great  difappointment  of  his  coufin  § 
Efquire  South.  Some  ftick  not  to  fay,  that  the-par- 
fon  and  the  attorney  forged  a  will,  for  which  they 

were 

*  Charles  II.  of  Spain  died  without  ifllie ;  and 

f  Card.  Portocarero,  and  the 

|  Marfhal  of  Harcourt,  employed,  as  isfnppofed,  by  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  prevailed  upon  him  to  make  a  will,  by  which  he 
fettled  the  fuccefiion  of  the  Spanilli  monarchy  upon 

||  Philip  of  Bourbon,  Duke  of  Anjon,  though  his  right  had,  by 
the  moft  folemn  renunciations,  been  barred  in  favour  «f 

•  §  the  Archduke  Charles  of  AuftrUu 
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were  well  paid  by  the  family  of  the  Baboons  : 
Let  that  be  as  it  will,  it  is  matter  of  fact,  that 
the  honour  and  eftate  have  continued  ever  fince 
in  the  peribn  of  Philip  Baboon. 

You  know,  that  the  lord  Strutts  have  for 
many  years  been  pofTefTed  of  a  very  great  landed 
eftate,  well-conditioned,  wooded,  watered,  with 
coal,  fait,  tin,  copper,  iron,  &c.  all  within 
themfelves  ;  that  it  has  been  the  misfortune  of 
that  family  to  be  the  property  of  their  ftewards, 
tradefmen,  and  inferior  fervants,  which  has 
brought  great  incumbrances  upon  them  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  their  not  abating  of  their  expenfive 
way  of  living,  has  forced  them  to  mortgage  their 
beft  manors  :  It  is  credibly  reported,  that  the 
butchers  and  bakers  bill  of  a  lord  Strutt,  that 
lived  two  hundred  years  ago,  are  not  yet  paid. 

When  Philip  Baboon  came  firft  to  the  pof&ffi- 
on  of  the  lord  Strutt's  eftate,  his  tradefmen,  as  is 
ufual  upon  fuch  occaflons,  waited  upon  him,  to 
wifli  him  joy,  and  befpeak  his  cuftom  :  The  two 
chief  were  *  John  Bull  the  clothier,  and  -f-  Nic 
Frog  the  linen-draper.  They  told  him  Bulls  and 
Frogs  had  ferved  the  lord  Strutts  with  drapery- 
ware  for  many  years  ;  that  they  were  honeft  and 
fair  dealers  j  that  their  bills  had  never  been  que- 
ftioned  ;  that  the  lord  Strutts  lived  generoufly, 
and  never  ufed  to  dirty  their  fingers  with  pen, 
ink,  and  counters ;  that  his  lordfliip  might  de- 
pend 

*  The  Englifh  and 

f  the  Dutch  congratulate  Philip  upon  a  fucceflion,  which  they 
were  not  able  to  prevent ;  But,  to  disappoint  the  ambition  of 
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pend  upon  their  honefty ;  that  they  would  ufe 
him  as  kindly,  as  they  had  done  his  predeceflbrs. 
The  young  lord  feemed  to  take  all  in  good  part, 
and  difmuTed  them  with  a  deal  of  feeming  con- 
tent, alluring  them  he  did  not  intend  to  change 
any  of  the  honourable  maxims  of  his  predecel- 
fors. 


C     H     A     P.       II. 

How  Bull  and  Frog  grew  jealous,  that  the  lord 
Strutt  intended  to  give  all  his  cujlom  to  his  grand- 
father Lewis  Baboon  *. 

IT  happened  unfortunately  for  the  peace  of 
our,  neighbourhood,  that  this  young  lord 
had  an  old  cunning  rogue,  or  (as  the  Scots  call 
it)  afalfe  loony  of  a  grand-father,  that  one  might 
juftly  call  a  Jack  of  all  trades  f.  Sometimes  you 
would  fee  him  behind  his  counter  felling  broad- 
cloth, fometimes  meafuring  linen  ;  next  day,  he 
would  be  dealing  in  mercery  ware :  High  heads, 
ribbons,  gloves,  fans,  and  lace,  he  underftood  to  a 
nicety  ;  Charles  Mather  could  not  bubble  a  young 
beau  better  with  a.  toy;  nay,  he  would  defcend  even 
to  the  felling  of  tape,  garters,  and  fhoe-buckles  : 

When 

*  Lewi*  the  XIV.  and  hinder  the  French  nation,  whofc 

f  trtJe  and  darxder  arc  thus  defcribed,  and  whofc  king  had 
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When  {hop  was  {hut  up,  he  would  go  about  the 
neighbourhood,  and  earn  half  a  crown  by  teach- 
ing the  young  men  and  maids  to  dance.  By  thefe 
methods  he  had  acquired  immenfe  riches,  which 
he  ufed  to  fquander  *  away  at  back  {"word,  quar- 
ter ftaff,  and  cudgel-play,  in  which  he  took  great 
pleafure,  and  challenged  all  the  country.  You 
will  fay,  it  is  no  wonder  if  Bull  and  Frog  fhould 
be  jealous  of  this  fellow.  "  It  is  not  impofiible 
'  (fays  Frog  to  Bull)  but  this  old  rogue  will 
'  take  the  management  of  the  young  lord's  bufi- 
'  nefs  into  his  hands  ;  befldes,  the  rafcal  has  good 

*  ware,  and  will  ferve  him  as  cheap  as  any  body. 
'  In  that  cafe,   I  leave  you  to  judge  what  muft 

*  become  of  us  and  our  families  ;  we  muft  ftarve, 
'  or    turn  journeymen  to  old   Lewis  Baboon  ; 
'  therefore,  neighbour,  I  hold  it  advifable,  that 

*  we  write  to  young  lord  Strutt,  to  know  the 

*  bottom  of  this  matter." 

i  CHAP. 


*  a  ftrong  difpojitionto  ivar,  from  becoming  too  potent,  an  al- 
liance was  formed  to  "  procure  a  reafonable  fatisfaftion  to  the 
*  Houfe  of  Auftria,  for  its  pretcnfions  to  the  Spanifh  fucceffion, 
and  fufficient 
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CHAP.      III. 

A  copy  0/*Bull  and  Frog's  letter  to  Lord  Stmtt. 

MY   LORD, 

ISuppofe  your  lordfhip  knows,  that  the  Bulls 
and  the  Frogs  have  ferved  the  lord  Strutts, 
with  all  forts  of  drapery-ware,  time  out  of  mind  : 
And  whereas  we  are  jealous,  not  without  reafon, 
that  your  lordfhip  intends  henceforth  to  buy  of 
your  grandfire  old  Lewis  Baboon ;  this  is  to  in- 
form your  lordfhip,  that  this  proceeding  does 
not  fuit  with  the  circumftances  of  our  families, 
who  have  lived  and  made  a  good  figure  in  the 
world  by   the   generofity   of  the   lord  Strutts  t 
Therefore  we  think  fit  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip, 
that  you  muft  find  fuf&cient  fe>:urity  *  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  affigns,  that  you  will  not  employ  Lewis 
Baboon  ;  or  elfe  we  will  take  our  remedy  at  /aivt 
clap   an   action  upon  you  of  2o,ooo/.   for  old 
debts,  feize  and  diftrain  your  goods  and  chatties, 
which,  confidering  your  lordfhip's  circumftances, 
will  plunge  you  into  difficulties,   from  which  it 
will  not  be  eafy  to  extricate  yourfelf ;  therefore 
VOL.  VII.  B  we 

*  fcciirl!y  to  England  and  Holland,  for  their  dominions,  navi- 
gation, "  and  commerce,  and  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two 
"  monarchies  France  and  Spain."  To  effeft  thefc  purpofes, 
Queen  Anne  was,  by 
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we  hope,  when  your  lordfhip  has  better  confider- 
ed  on  it,  you  will  comply  with  the  defire  of 
Your  loving  friends, 

JOHN  BULL, 
NIC.   FROG. 

Some  of  Bull's  friends  adviled  him  to  take 
gentler  methods  with  the  young  lord  ;  but  John 
naturally  loved  rough  play.  It  is  impoffible  to 
exprefs  the  furprife  of  the  lord  Strutt  upon  the 
receipt  of  this  letter  ;  he  was  not  flufh  in  ready , 
either  to  go  to  law,  or  clear  old  debts,  neither 
could  he  find  good  bail :  He  offered  to  bring 
matters  to  a  friendly  accommodation  ;  and  pro- 
mifed,  upon  his  word  of  honour,  that  he  would 
not  change  his  drapers  ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe, 
for  Bull  and  Frog  faw  clearly  that  Old  Lewis 
would  have  the  cheating  of  him. 


CHAP.       IV. 

How  Bull  and  Frog  went  to  laiv  with  lord  Strutt 
about  the  premifes,  and  were  joined  by  the  rejl  of 
the  tradeftnen. 

AL  L  endeavours    of   accommodation  be- 
tween lord  Strutt  and  his  drapers  proved 
v.iin  ;    jealoufies   increafed  ;   and   indeed  it  was 
rumoured  abroad,  that  lord  Strutt  had  befpoke 

his 
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his  new  liveries  of  old  Lewis  Baboon.  This 
coming  to  Mrs  Bull's  f  ears,  when  John  Bull 
came  home,  he  found  all  his  family  in  an  up- 
roar.  Mrs  Bull,  you  muft  know,  was  very  apt 
to  be  choleric.  "  You  for,  fays  (he,  you  loiter 

*  about  ale-houfes  and  taverns,  fpend  your  time  at 

*  billiards,  nine-pins,  or  puppet-fhows,  or  flaunt 

*  about  the  ftreets  in  your  new  gilt  chariot,  never 
'  minding  me  nor  your  numerous  family.    Don*t 
1  you   hear    how    lord  Strutt    has   befpoke   his 

*  liveries  at  Lewis   Baboon's  {hop  ?    Don't  you 
'  fee  how  that  old  fox  fteals  away  your  cuftom- 
'  ers,  and  turns  you  out  of  your  bufinefs  every 
'  day,  and  you  fit,  like  an  idle  drone,  with  your 

*  hands  in  your   pockets  ?  Fie   upon't  !  up  man, 
'  rouze  thyfelf ;  I'll  fell  to  my  fliift,  before  I'll  be 

*  fo  ufed  by  that  knave."     You  muft  think  Mrs 
Bull  had  been  pretty  well  tuned  up  by  Frog,  who 
chimed  in  with  her  learned  harangue.      No  fur- 
ther delay  now,  but  to  counfel  learned  in  the  law 
they  go,  who  unanimoufly  aflured  them  both  of 
the  juftice  and  infallible  fuccefs  of  their  law-fuh. 

I  told  you  before,  that  old  Lewis  Baboon  was 
a  fort  of  a  Jack  of  all  trades ,  which  made  the  refl 
of  the  tradefmen  jealous,  as  well  as  Bull  and 
Frog.  They,  hearing  of  the  quarrel,  were  glad  of 
an  opportunity  of  joining  againft  old  Lewis  Ba- 
boon, provided_  that  Bull  and  Frog  would  bear 
B  2  the 

•f-  theparRament,  precipitated  into  the  war  as  a  principal..   A- 
mong  her  Allies,  wsre 
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the  charges  of  the  fuit ;  even  lying  Ned  *,  the 
chimneysweeper  of  Savoy,  and  Tom  f  the  Por- 
tugal duftman,  put  in  their  claims;  and  the 
caufe  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Humphrey  Ho- 
cus the  attorney  J. 

A  declaration  was  drawn  up,  to  iliew  "  that 
'  Bull  and  Frog  had  undoubted  right,  by  pre- 
c  fcription,  to  be  drapers  to  the  lord  Strutts  j, 

*  that  there  were  feveral  old  contracts  to  that 

*  purpofe  ;  that  Lewis  Baboon  had  taken  up  the 

*  trade  of  clothier  and  draper,  without  ferving 

*  his  time,  or  purchafmg  his  freedom  ;   that  he 

*  fold  goods,  that  were  not  marketable,  without 
4  the  ftamp  ;  that  he  himfelf  was    more   fit  for 

*  a   bully   than   a   tradefman,    and   went    about 
'  through  all  the  country-fairs,  challenging  peo- 
'  pie  to  fight  prizes,  wreftling  and  cudgel-play  >'* 
and  abundance  more  to  this  purpofe. 


C  H  A  P. 


*  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and 
f  the  King  of  Portugal ;  and 

\  John  Churchill,  Duke  of  Marlborovish,  was  appointed  ge- 
neral in  chief  of  the  confederate  army. 
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CHAP.        V. 

The  true  characters  of  John  Bull,  Nic.  Frog,  and 
Hocus^ 


FO  R  the  better  undemanding  the  following 
hiftory,  the  reader  ought  to  know,  that 
Bull,  in  the  main,  was  an  ftoneft  plain-dealing 
fellow,  choleric,  bold,  and  of  a  very  unconftant 
temper.  He  dreaded  not  old  Lewis,  either  at  back- 
fword,  tingle  faulchion,  or  cudgel-play  ;  but 
then  he  was  very  apt  to  quarrel  with  his  bcft 
friends,  efpecially  if  they  pretended  to  govern 
him  :  If  you  flattered  him,  you  might  lead  him 
like  a  child.  John's  temper  depended  very  much 
upon  the  air ;  his  fpirits  rofe  and  fell  with  the 
weather-glafs.  John  was  quick,  and  underftood 
his  bufinefs  very  well  ;  but  no  man  alive  was: 
more  carelefs  in  looking  into  his  accounts,  or 
more  cheated  by  partners,  apprentices,  and  fer- 
•vants.  This  was  occasioned  by  his  being  a  boon, 
companion,  loving  his  bottle  and  diverfion  ;  for, 
to  lay  truth,  no  man  kept  a  better  houfe  than 
John,  nor  fpent  his  money  more  generoufly.  Bjr 
plain  and  fair  dealing,  John  had  acquired  fome 
plumbs,  and  might  have  kept  them  had  it  not 
been  for  his  unhappy  law-fuit. 

NIC.  FROG  was  a  cunning  fly  whorefon,  quite 

the  reverfc  of  John  in  many  particulars  -,  covet- 

B  3  eu.% 
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ous,  frugal ;  minded  domeftic  affairs  ;  would 
pinch  his  belly  to  fave  his  pocket ;  never  loft  a 
farthing  by  carelefs  fervants-,  or  bad  debtors.  He 
did  not  care  much  for  any  fort  of  diverfions,  ex- 
cept tricks  of  High  German  artifts,  and  legerde- 
main :  No  man  exceeded  Nic.  in  thefe ;  yet  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  Nic.  was  a  fair  dealer,  and 
in  that  way  acquired  immenfe  riches. 

Hocus  was  an  old  cunning  attorney;  and 
though  this  was  the  firft  confiderable  fxiit  that 
ever  he  was  engaged  in,  he  {hewed  himfelf  fupe- 
rior  in  addrefs  to  moft  of  his  profeffion :  He 
kept  always  good  clerks,  he  loved  money,  was 
fmooth-tongued,  gave  good  words,  and  feldorn 
loft  his  temper:  He  was  not  worfe  than  an  in- 
fidel, for  he  provided  plentifully  for  his  family  -T 
but  he  loved  himfelf  better  than  them  all :  The 
neighbours  reported,  that  he  was  hen-pecked ; 
which  was  impoffible  by  fuch  a  mild-fpirited 
woman,  as  his  wife  was. 


CHAP.      VT, 

Of  the  various  fuccefs  of  the  laiv-fuit. 


LAW  is  a  bottomlefs  pit ,-  //  is  a  cormorant,   a 
harpy,  that  devours  every  thing.     John  Bull 
was  flattered  by  the  lawyers,  that  his  fuit  would 

not 
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not  laft  above  a  year  or  two  at  moft  ;  that  before 
that  time,  he  would  be  in  quiet  pofleflion  of  his 
bufinefs  :  Yet  ten  long  years  did  Hocus  fteer  his 
eaufe  through  all  the  meanders  of  the  law,  and  all 
the  courts.  No  {kill,  no  addrefs  was  wanting  ; 
and,  to  fay  truth,  John  did  not  ftarve  his  caufe  : 
There  wanted  not  yellow-boys  to  fee  counfcl,  hire 
witneiTes,  and  bribe  juries.  Lord  Strutt  was  ge- 
nerally caft,  never  had  one  verdict  in  his  favour  *; 
and  John  was  promifed  that  the  next,  and  the 
next,  would  be  the  final  determination  :  But  alas  ! 
that  final  determination  and  happy  conclufion 
was  like  an  inchanted  ifland  ;  the  nearer  John 
came  to  it,  the  further  it  went  from  him  :  New 
trials  upon  new  points  ftill  arofe  ;  new  doubts, 
new  matters  to  be  cleared  ;  in  fliort,  lawyers  fel- 
dom  part  with  fo  good  a  caufe,  till  they  have  got 
the  oyfter,  and  their  clients  the  {hell.  John's 
ready  money,  book-debts,  bonds,  mortgages,  all 
went  into  the  lawyers  pockets  :  Then  John  began 
to  borrow  money  upon  Bank-dock  and  Eaft-India 
bonds ;  now  and  then  a  farm  went  to  pot :  At 
laft  it  was  thought  a  good  expedient  to  fet  up  Ef- 
quire  South's  tide  f  v  to  prove  the  ta»U forged^  and 

difpofTefs 

*  The  war  was  carried  on  againft  France  and  Spain  with 
great  fuccefs,  and  a  peace  might  have  been  concJuded  upon  the 
principles  of  the  alliance  ;  but  a  partition  of  the  Spanilh  domi- 
nions in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  an  engagement 
that  the  fame  perfon  (hould  never  be  king  of  France  and  Spain, 
were  not  now  thought  fufficient. 

f  It  was  infifted,  that  the  will  in  favour  of  Philip  was  eon- 

trarj 
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difpofiefs  Philip  lord  Strutt  at  once.  Here  again 
was  a  new  field  for  the  lawyers,  and  the  caufe 
grew  more  intricate  than  ever.  John  grew  mad- 
der and  madder  ;  where-ever  he  met  any  of  lord 
Strutt's  fervants,  he  tore  off  their  cloaths  :  Now 
and  then  you  would  fee  them  come  home  naked, 
without  fhoes,  ftockings,  or  linen.  As  for  old 
Lewis  Baboon,  he  was  reduced  to  his  laft  fhift, 
though  he  had  as  many  as  any  other  :  His  chil- 
dren were  reduced  from  rich  filks  to  Doily  fluffs ; 
his  fervants  in  rags,  and  bare-footed  ;  inftead  of 
good  victuals,  they  now  lived  upon  neck-beef, 
and  bullock's  liver  :  In  fhort,  no-body  get  much- 
by  the  matter,  but  the  men  of  law. 


CHAP,        VIL 

Henu  John  Bull  ivas  fo  mightily  pleafed  with  his  fuc- 
effs,  that  he  ivas  going  to  leave  off  his  trade,  and 
titrn  lawyer. 


IT  is  wifely  obferved  by  a  great  philofopher, 
that  habit  is  a  fecond  nature  :  This  was  .veri- 
fied in  the  cafe  of  John  Bull,  who,  from  an  ho- 
neft  and  plain  tradefman,  had  got  fuch  a  haunt 
about  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  fuch  a  jargon  of 

law- 

trary  to  treaty ;  and  there  was  a  parliamentary  declaration  far 
continuing  the  war,  till  he  Ihould  be  dethroned. 
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law-words,  that  he  concluded  himfelf  as  able  a 
lawyer  as  any  that  pleaded  at  the  bar,  or  fat  on 
the  bench.  He  was  overheard  one  day  talking  to 
himfelf  after  this  manner  :  *  How  czpricioufly  f 
'  does  fate  or  chance  difpofe  of  mankind  ?  How 

*  feldom  is  that  bufmefs  allotted  to  a  man,  for 
'  which  he  is  fitted  by  nature  ?  It  is  plain,  I  was 
'  intended  for  a  man  of  law  :  How  did  my  guar- 

*  dians  miftake  my  genius,  in  placing  me,  like  a 

*  mean    Have,    behind   a   counter  ?     Blefs   me  ! 
'  what  immenfe  eftates  thefe   fellows  raife  by  the 
'  law  ?    Betides,  it  is  the  profeffion  of  a  gentle- 

*  man.     What  a  pleafure  is  it  to  be  victorious  in 
'  a  caufe  ?  to  fwagger  at  the  bar  ?    What  a  fool 
'  am  I  to  drudge  any  more  in  this  woollen  trade  ? 

*  for  a  lawyer  I  was  born,    and  a  lawyer  I  will 
'  be  ;  one  is  never  too  old  to  learn.'     All  this 
while  John  had  conned  over  fuch  a  catalogue  of 
hard  words,  as  were  enough  to  conjure  up  the 
devil :  Thefe  he  ufed  to  babble  indifferently  in  all 
companies,  efpecially  at  coffee-houfes  9    fo  that 
his  neighbour  tradefmen  began  to  fhun  his  com- 
pany, as  a  man  that  was  cracked.     Inftead  of  the 
affairs   of  Blackwell-hall,    and   price   of  broad- 
cloth, wool  and  bayfes,  he  talks  of  nothing  but 
aclions  upon  the  cafe,  returns,  capias,  alias  capias, 
demurrers,  venire  facias,  replevins,  fupercedeafs,  cer- 
tior art's,  writs  of  error,  aclions  of  trover  and  conver- 

fion,   trefpajjes,  prectpe's  and  dedimus.     This   was 

matter 

f  The  manners  and  fentiments  of  the  nation  became  extra- 
vjigant  and  chimerical. 
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matter  of  jeft  to  the  learned  in  law.  However, 
Hocus,  and  the  reft  of  the  tribe,  encouraged 
John  in  his  fancy,  afluring  him,  that  he  had  a 
great  genius  for  law ;  that  they  queftioned  not, 
but  in  time  he  might  raife  money  enough  by  it  to 
reirnburfe  him  all  his  charges  ;  that  if  he  ftudied, 
he  would  undoubtedly  arrive  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  *  :  As  for  the  advice  of  honeft 
friends  and  neighbours,  John  defpifed  it ;  he 
looked  upon  them  as  fellows  of  a  low  genius, 
poor  grovelling  mechanics  ;  John  reckoned  it 
more  honour  to  have  got  one  favourable  verdict, 
than  to  have  fold  a  bale  of  broad-cloth.  As  for 
Nic.  Frog,  to  fay  the  truth,  he  was  more  pru- 
dent ;  for  though  he  followed  his  law-fuit  clofely, 
he  neglected  not  his  ordinary  bufinefs,  but  was 
both  in  court  and  in  his  iliop  at  the  proper  hours. 


CHAP.       VIII. 

How  John  difcovtred  that  Hocus  had  an  intrignt 
•with  his  wife  ;  and  what  followed  thereupon. 

JOHN  had  not  run  on  a  madding  fo  long,  had 
it  not  been  for  an  extravagant  bitch  of  a  wife, 
whom  Hocus,    perceiving  John  to  be  fond  of, 
was  refolved  to  win  over  to  his  fide.     It  is  a  true 
faying,  that  the  loft  man  of  'the part/}} ,  that  knows  of 

his 
*  Hold  the  balance  of  power. 
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his  cuckoldom,   is  himfelf.     It  was  obferved  by  all 
the   neighbourhood,    that    Hocus   had   dealings 
with  John's  wife  *,  that  were  not  fo  much  for  his 
honour ;  but  this  was  perceived  by  John  a  little 
too  late  :  She  was  a  luxurious  jade,  loved  fplen- 
did   equipages,  plays,  treats,   and  balls,  differing 
very  much  from  the  fober  manners  of  her  ance- 
ftors,  and  by  no  means  fit  for  a  tradefman's  wife. 
Hocus  fed  her  extravagancy  (what  was  ftill  more 
fliameful)  with  John's  own  money.     Every  body 
faid,  that  Hocus  had   a   month's  mind  to  her 
body  ;  be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  matter  of  fact,  that 
upon  all  occafions  fhe  run  out  extravagantly  on 
the  praife  of  Hocus.     When  John  ufed  to  be 
finding  fault  with  his  bills,  fhe  ufed  to  reproach 
him  as  ungrateful  to  his  greateft  benefactor  ;  one 
that  had  taken  fo  much  pains  in  his  law-fuit,  and 
retrieved  his  family  from  the  oppreffion  of  old 
Lewis  Baboon.     A  good  fwinging  fum  of  John's 
readied  cafh  went  towards  building  of  Hocus's 
ccuntry-hoiife  f.     This  affair  between   Hocus  and 
Mrs  Bull  was  now  fo  open,  that  all  the  world 
were  fcandalized  at  it ;  John  was  not  fo  clod-  , 
pated,  but  at  laft  he  took  the  hint.    The  parfon  $ 

of 

*  And  it  was  believed,  that  the  General  tampered  with  the 
parliament, 

f  who  fettled  upon  him  the  manor  of  Woodftock,  and  after- 
wards entailed  that,  with  5000!.  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
the  port-office,  to  defcend  with  his  honours ;  orer  and  above 
this,  an  immenfe  fum  was  expended  in  building  Blenheim -houfe. 
About  this  time,  (Nov.  6.  1709), 

|  Dr  Henry  Sachcveral  preached  a  fcrmon  againft  popular  re- 
fiftance  of  regal  authority. 
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of  the  parifh  preaching  one  day  with  more  zeal 
than  fenfe  againft  adultery  *,  Mrs  Bull  told  her 
hufband,  that  he  was  a  very  uncivil  fellow,  to  ufe 
fuch  coarfe  language  before  people  of  condition  5 
that  Hocus  was  of  the  fame  mind  ;  and  that  they 
would  join  to  have  him  turned  out  of  his  living, 
for  ufing  perfonal  reflections.  How  do  you  mean, 
fays  John,  by  perfonal  reflections  ?  I  hope  in  God, 
wife,  he  did  not  reflect  upon  you  ?  '  No,  thank 
'  God,  my  reputation  is  too  well  eftablifhed  in. 
'  the  world  to  receive  any  hurt  from  fuch  a  foul* 

*  mouth'd  fcoundrel  as  he  ;    his  doctrine  tends 
'  only   to     make  hufbands   tyrants,    and   wives 
'  flaves  ;  muft  we  be  fhut  up,  and  hufbands  left 

*  to  their  liberty  ?  Very  pretty  indeed  !  a  wife 

*  muft  never  go  abroad  with  a  Platonic,  to  fee  a 

*  play  or  a  ball ;  fhe  muft  never  ftir  without  her 

*  hufband  ;    nor  walk  in  Spring-garden  with  a 

*  coufin.     I  do  fay,  hufband,  and  I  will  ftand  by 
'  it,  that  without  the  innocent  freedom's  of  life, 
'  matrimony  would  be  a  moft  intolerable  ftate  ; 

*  and  that  a  wife's  virtue  ought  to  be  the  refult 
'  of  her  own  reafon,  and  not  of  her  hufband's 
'  government ;    for  my  part,    I  would  fcorn  a 
**  hufband  that  would  be  jealous,  if  he  faw  a  fel- 

i  low 

*  The  Houfe  of  Commons  voted  this  fefmon  a  libel  on  her 
Majefty  and  her  government,  the  revolution,  the  proteftant 
fucceflion,  and  the  parliament ;  they  impeached  him  of  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors ;  he  was  filenced  for  three  years,  and 
the  fermon  burnt  by  the  -hangman* 
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f  low  a-bed  with  me  *."  All  this  while,  John's 
blood  boiled  in  his  veins  :  He  was  now  confirm- 
ed in  all  his  fufpicions  ;  jade,  bitch,  and  whore, 
were  the  beft  words  John  gave  her  f .  Things 
went  from  better  to  worfe,  till  Mrs  Bull  aimed  a 
knife  at  John  J,  though  John  threw  a  bottle  § 
at  her  head,  very  brutally  indeed  :  And  after 
this,  there  was  nothing  but  confuflon  \\  :  Bottles, 
glafles,  fpoons,  plates,  knives,  forks,  and  difhes, 
flew  about  like  duft  ;  the  refult  of  which  was, 
that  Mrs  Bull  1[  received  a  bruife  in  her  right 
fide,  of  which  fhe  died  half  a  year  after.  The 
bruife  impofthumated,  and  afterwards  turned  to 
a  (linking  ulcer,  which  made  every  body  fhy  to 
come  near  her ;  yet  fhe  wanted  not  the  help  of 
many  able  phyficians,  who  attended  very  diligent- 
ly, and  did  what  men  of  fkill  could  do :  But  all 
to  no  purpofe,  for  her  condition  was  now  quite 
defperate  ;  all  regular  phyficians,  and  her  neareft 
relations,  having  given  her  over. 


VOL.  VII.  C  CHAP. 


*  Thcfe  proceedings  caufed  a  great  ferment  in  the  nation.   •* 

f  The  Houfe  complained  of  being  afpcrfed  and  vilified  ;  op- 
probrious terms  were  ufed  by  both  parties,  and  one  had  recourfe 
to 

|  military  pc-ver,  hecaufe  it  was  aflaulted  by  the  other  with 

§  tumult  and  riot. 

||  The  confufion  every  day  encreafed  :  The  whig  or  low- 
church  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  began  to  decline;  after 
much  contention  and  debate, 

«  the  parliament  was  prorogued  ; 
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CHAP.      IX. 

Haw  fonts  quacks  undertook  to  cure  Airs  Bull  of  her 
ulcer  *. 


THEP\E  is  nothing  fo  impoffible  in  nature, 
but  mountebanks  will  undertake  ;  nothing 
fo  incredible,  but  they  will  affirm  :  Mrs  Bull's 
condition  was  looked  upon  as  defperate  by  all 
the  men  of  art  j  but  there  were  thofe  that  brag- 
ged they  had  an  infallible  ointment  and  plaifter, 
which  being  applied  to  the  fore,  would  cure  it  in 
a,  few  days  ;  at  the  fame  time  they  would  give  her 
a  pill,  that  would  purge  off  all  her  bad  humours, 
jWeeten  her  blood,  and  rectify  her  diflurbed  ima- 
gination. In  fpite  of  all  applications,  the  patient 
grew  worfe  every  day  :  She  ftunk  fo,  no  body 
durfl  come  within  a  ftone's  throw  of  her,  except 
thofe  quacks,  who  attended  her  clofe,  and  appre- 
hended no  danger.  If  one  afked  them,  how  Mrs 
Bull  did  ?  Better  and  better,  faid  they  -,  the  parts 
heal,  and  her  confthution  mends  •,  if  (he  fubmits 
to  our  government,  fhe  will  be  abroad  in  a  little 
time.  Nay,  it  is  reported,  that  they  wrote  to 
her  friends  in  the  country,  that  fhe  fliould  dance 
a  jigg  next  October  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  and 

that 

*  and  not  with  ftan  ding  many  attempts  to  prolong  it,  parti- 
cularly feme  difficulties  darted  by  the  Lord 
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that  her  illnefs  had  been  chiefly  owing  to  bad 
phyficians.  At  laft  *,  one  of  them  was  fent  for 
in  great  hafte  ;  his  patient  grew  worfe  and  worfe. 
When  he  came,  he  affirmed  that  it  was  a  grofs 
miftake,  and  that  fhe  was  never  in  a  fairer  way  : 
Bring  hither  the  falve,  fays  he,  and  give  her  a 
plentiful  draught  of  my  cordial.  As  he  was  ap- 
plying his  ointments,  and  adminiftering  the  cor- 
dial, the  patient  gave  up  the  ghoft,  to  the  great 
confufion  of  the  quack,  and  to  the  great  joy  of 
Bull  and  his  friends.  The  quack  flung  away  out 
of  the  houfe  in  great  diforder,  and  fwore  there 
was  foul  play,  for  he  was  fure  his  medicines  were 
infallible.  Mrs  Bull  having  died  without  any 
figns  of  repentance  or  devotion,  the  clergy  would 
hardly  allow  her  a  Chriftian  burial.  The  rela- 
tions had  once  refolved  to  fue  John  for  the  mur- 
der ;  but  confidering  better  of  it,  and  that  fuch  n 
trial  would  rip  up  old  fores,  and  difcover  things 
not  fo  much  to  the  reputation  of  the  deceafed, 
they  dropt  their  defign.  She  left  no  will,  only 
there  was  found,  in  her  ftrong  box,  the  follow- 
ing words  wrote  on  zfcrip  of  paper,  My  curfu  on 
John  Bull,  and  all  my  poflerityt  if  ever  they  come  ty 
any  compofttion  ivith  the  Lord  Strtitt* 

She  left  him  three  daughters,   whofe   names 
were  Polemia,  Difcordia,  and  Ufuria  f. 

C  2  CHAP. 


*  Chancellor,  it  was  difiblved  on  the  aifl  Sept.  1710. 
f  Wsj}  fatfion,  and  ulury. 
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CHAP.        X. 

Of  John  Bull's  fecond  ivifet  and  the  good  advice  that 
Jlje  gave  him  *.. 


JOHN  quickly  got  the  better  of  his  grief ;  and 
feeing  that  neither  his  conftitution,  or  the 
affairs  of  his  family,  could  permit  him  to  live  in 
an  unmarried  ftate,  he  refolved  to  get  him  ano- 
ther wife  ;  a  coufin  of  his  laft  wife's  was  propo- 
fed,  but  John  would  have  no  more  of  the  breed : 
In  fhort,  be  wedded  a  fober  country  gentlewo- 
man, of  a  good  family,  and  a  plentiful  fortune, 
the  reverfe  of  the  other  in  her  temper  ;  not  but 
that  (he  loved  money,  for  {he  was  faving,  and 
applied  her  fortune  to  pay  John's  clamorous 
debts,  that  the  unfrugal  methods  of  his  laft  wife, 
and  this  ruinous  law-fuit,  had  brought  him  into. 
One  day,  as  (he  had  got  her  hufband  in  good 
humour,  (he  talked  to  him  after  the  following  man- 
ner :  *  My  dear  f ,  fince  I  have  been  your  wife, 

*  I  have  obferved  great  abufes   and  diforders   in 

*  your  family ;  your  fervants  are  mutinous  and 

*  quarrelfome,  and  cheat  you  moft  abominably ; 

'  your 

*  The  new  parliament,  which  was  averfe  to  the  war,  made 
-j-  a  reprefentation  of  the  management  in  the  feveral  offices, 

particularly  thefe   for  victualling  and  cloathing  the  navy  and 

army ; 
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*  your  cookmaid   is  in  a  combination  with  your 
'  butcher,    poulterer,    and   fishmonger  :     Your 

*  butler   purloins   your   liquor,  and  the  brewer 
'  fells  you  hogwafh  ;  your  baker  cheats  both  in 
'  weight  and  in  tale ;  even  your  milk-woman  and 
1  your  nurfery-maid  have  a  fellow-feeling  ;  your 
c  tailor,  inftead  of  (breads,  cabbages  whole  yards 
'  of    cloth  ;    befides,    leaving  fuch  long  fcores, 

*  and  not  going  to   market  with  ready  money, 
'  forces  us  to  take  bad  ware  of  the  tradefmen  at 

*  their  own  price.      You.  have   not   pofted  your 

*  books  thefe  ten  years  •,  how  is  it  poffible  for  a 
c  man  of  bufinefs  to  keep  his  affairs  even  in  the 

*  world  at  this  rate  ?    Pray    God  this   Hocus  be 

*  honeft  :    Would  to   God  you  would  look  over 

*  his  bills,  and  fee   how  matters  ftand  between 
(  Frog  and  you  :    Prodigious  fums  *  are  fpent  in 
'  this  law-fuit,  and   more  muft  be   borrowed  of 

*  fcriveners  and  ulurers   at  heavy    intereft.     Be- 

*  fides,  my  dear,  let  me   beg  of  you  to  lay  afide 

*  that  wild  project  of  leaving  your  bufinefs  to 
'  turn  lawyer,  for  which,  let  me  tell  you,  nature 

*  never  defigned  you.     Believe  me,  thefe  rogues 

*  do  but  flatter,  that  they  may  pick  your  pocket  j 
'  obferve  what  a  parcel  of  hungry  ragged  fellows 
'  live  by  your  caufe ;  to  be  fure  they  will  never 
'  make  an   end  of  it ;  I  forefee  this  haunt  you 

*  have  got  about  the  courts,  will  one  day  or  ano- 

*  ther  bring  your  family  to  beggary.     Confider, 
e  my  dear,  how  indecent  it  is  to  abandon  youn- 

C  3  <  (hop* 

*  jtfid  of  the  fums  that  had  b«n  expended  on- the  war,. 
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'  fhop,  and  follow  pettifoggers  ;  the  habit  is  fo 
'  flrong  upon  you,  that  there  is  hardly  a  plea 

*  between  two  country  efquires  about  a  barren 
c  acre  upon   a   common,  but  you  draw  yourfelf 
'  in  as  bail,   furety  or   folicitor  f .'     John  heard 
her  all  this  while  with  patience,  till  (he  pricked 
his  maggot,  and  touched  him  in  the  tender  point ; 
then  he  broke  out  into  a  violent  paffion,  *  What? 
'  I  not  fit  for  a  lawyer  !    let  me  tell  you,  my 
'  clodpated  relations  fpoiled  the  greateft  genius 

*  in  the  world,  when  they  bred  me  a  mechanic. 
'  Lord  Strutt,  and  his  old  rogue  of  a  grandfire, 
'  have  found  to  their  coft,  that  I  can   manage  a 

*  law-fuit  as  well  as  another.'     f  I  do  not  deny 

*  what  you  fay,'  replied  Mrs  Bull,  '  nor  do  I  call 
'  in  queftion  your  parts  ;  but  I  fay,  it  does  not 
'  fuit  with  your  circumftances  :    You  and  your 

*  predeceflbrs  have  lived  in  good  reputation  a- 
'  mong  your  neighbours  by  this  fame  cloathing 
4  trade,  and  it  were  madnefs  to  leave  it  off.     Be- 

*  fides,  there  are  few  that  know  all  the  tricks 

*  and  cheats  of  thefe  lawyers ;  does  not  your  own 
'  experience  teach  you,  how  they  have  drawn 

*  you  on  from  one  term  to  another,  and  how 

*  you  have  danced  the  round  of  all  the  courts, 
'  ftiil  flattering  you  with  a  final  iffue,  and,  for 

*  aught  I  can  fee,  your  caufe  is  not  a  bit  clearer 
1  than  it  was  feven  years  ago.'     '  I  will  be  damn- 
*-  ed,  fays  John,  if  I  accept  of  any  compofitipn 
'  from  Strutt,  or  his  grandfather  ;  I  will  rather 

*  wheel 
|  which  was  however  Hill  a  favourite  with  the  people. 
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'  wheel  about  the  ftreets  an  engine  to  grind 
'  knives  and  fcifTars  ;  however,  I  will  take  your 
*  advice,  and  look  over  my  accompts.' 


CHAP.        XI. 

How  John  looked  over  his  attorney's  bill. 


WHEN  John  firft  brought  out  the  bills,  the 
furprize  of  all  the  family  was  unexpref- 
fible  at  the  prodigious  dimenfions  of  them  ;  they 
would  have  meafured  with  the  beft  bale  of  cloth 
In  John's  (hop.  Fees  to  judges,  puny  judges, 
clerks,  prothonotaries,  philizers,  chirographers, 
under-clerks,  proclamators,  counfel,  witnefles, 
jury-men,  marfhals,  tipftaffs,  cryers,  porters  ;  for/ 
enrollings,  exemplifications,  bails,  vouchers,  re- 
turns, caveats,  examinations,  filings  of  writs,  en- 
tries, declarations,  replications,  recordats,  tie/ipro- 
fequfs,  certiorarfs,  mittimus's,  demurrers,  fpecial 
verdics,  informations,  fare  facias,  fupercedeasy  ha- 
beas-corpus,  coach-hire,  treating  of  witnefles,  &c. 
'  Verily,  fays  John,  there  are  a  prodigious  num- 
'  ber  of  learned  words  in  this  law  ;  what  a  pretty 
'  fcience  it  is.'  *  Ay !  but,  hufband,  you  have 
«  paid  for  every  fyllable  and  letter  of  thefe  fine 
'  words  j  blefs  me,  what  immenfe  fums  are  at 
'  the  bottom  of  the  accompt !'  John  fpent  feveral 

weeks 
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weeks  in  looking  over  his  bills  ;  and  by  comparing 
and  ftating  his  accompts,  he  discovered,  that,  be- 
fides  the  extravagance  of  every  article,  he  had 
been  egregioufly  cheated  ;  that  he  had  paid  for 
counfel  that  were  never  fee'cl,  for  writs  that  were 
never  drawn,  for  dinners  that  were  never  drefled, 
and  journeys  that  were  never  made  :  In  fhort,. 
that  the  tradefmen,  lawyers,  and  Frog,  had  a- 
greed  to  throw  the  burden  of  the  law-fuit  upon 
his  flioulders. 


CHAP.        XII. 

JJow  jfohn  greiu  angry,  and  refolded  to  accept  a 
compofttion  * ;  and  what  methods  were  pracJifed 
by  the  lawyers  for  keeping  him  from  it* 

WELL  might  the  learned  Daniel  Burgefs 
fay,  that  a  law-fuit  is  a  fuit  for  life.  He 
that  fbws  his  grain  upon  marble,  will  have  many 
a  hungry  belly  before  harveft.  This  John  felt 
by  woeful  experience.  John's  caufe  was  a  good 
milk-cow,  and  many  a  man  fubfifted  his  family 
out  of  it.  However,  John  began  to  think  it  high 
time  to  look  about  him.  He  had  a  couiin  ia 
the  country,  one  Sir  Roger  Bold  f ,  vvhofe  pre- 

deceiTors 

*  When  at  length  peace  was  thought  to  be  eligible  upon 
more  moderate_  terms,  a  treaty  was  entered  into  by 
I  Robert  Harley,  afterwards  E.  of  Oxford,  who  was  made 

treasurer 
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deceflbrs  had  been  bred  up  to  the  law,  and  knew 
as  much  of  it  as  any  body  ;  but  having  left  off 
the  profeffion  for  fome  time,  they  took  great 
pleafure  in  compounding  law-fuits  among  their 
neighbours,  for  which  they  were  the  averuon  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  and  at  perpetual 
war  with  all  the  country  attorneys.  John  put 
his  caufe  into  Sir  Roger's  hands,  deiiring  him  to 
make  the  beft  of  it  :  The  news  had  no  fooner 
reached  the  ears  of  the  lawyers,  but  they  were 
all  in  an  uproar.  They  brought  all  the  reft  of 
the  tradefmen  upon  John  :  'Squire  South  *  fwore 
he  was  betrayed,  that  he  would  ftarve  before  he 
compounded  :  Frog  faid  he  was  highly  wronged  ; 
even  lying  Ned  the  chimney-fweeper,  and  Tom 
the  duftman,  complained,  that  their  intereft  was 
facrificed.  The  lawyers,  falicitors,  Hocus,  and 
his  clerks,  were  all  up  in  arms,  at  the  news  of 
the  compontion  ;  they  abufed  him  and  his  wife  f 
moft  fhamefully.  *  You  filly,  aukward,  ill-bred, 
'  country  fow,  quoth  one,  have  you  no  more 

*  manners  than  to  rail  at  Hocus,   that  has  faved 
'  that   clodpated   numfkulled   ninny-hammer  of 

*  your's  from  ruin,  and  all  his  family  ?  It  is  well 

*  known,  how  he  has  rofe  early,  and  fat  up  late, 

*  to  make  him  eafy,   when  he  was  fotting  at  eve- 

ry 

treasurer  inftead  of  the  Lord  Godolphin  ;  and  there  was  now  not 

only  a  new  parliament,  but  a  new  miniftry. 

*  The  meafure  was  oppofed  by  the  allies  and  the  general : 
f  The  Houle  of  Commons  was  cenfured  as  totally  ignorant  of 

bufmefs : 
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'  ry  ale-houfe  in   town.     I  knew  his  laft  wife ; 

*  Ihe  was  a  woman  of  breeding,  good  humour, 

*  and    complaifance  ;  knew  how  to  live  in  the 
'  world  :    As  for  you,   you   look;   like  a    puppet 
'  moved  by  clock-work  ;   your  cloaths  hang  up- 

*  on  you,   as  they  were  upon  tenter-hooks,  and 
'  you  come  into  the  room  as  if  you  were  going 
'  to  fteal  away  a  pifs-pot :    Get  you  gone  into 

*  the  country  to  look  after  your  mother's  poul- 
'  try,   to  milk  the  cows,  churn  the  butter,  and 
'  drefs  up  nofegays  for  a  holyday,  and  not  med- 

*  die  with  matters,  which  you  know  no  more  of, 
'  than  the  fign-poft  before  your  door  :  It  is  well 
'  known,   that  Hocus  had  an  eftablifhed  reputa- 
'  tion  ;    he   never  fwore  an  oath,  nor  told    a  lie 
'  in  all  his  life  ;   he  is  grateful  to  his  benefactors, 
'  faithful  to  his  friends,  liberal  to  his  dependents, 
'  and  dutiful  to  his  fuperiors  ;  he  values  not  your 
'  money  more  than  the  duft  under  his  feet,  but 

*  he   hates  to  be   abufed.      Once  for   all,   Mrs 
'  Mynx,  leave  off  talking  of  Hocus,  or  I  will  put 

*  out  thofe  faucer  eyes  of  your's,  and  make  that 
'  redftreak  country  face  look  as  raw  as  an  ox- 
'  cheek   upon  a  butcher's  ftall :   Remember,    I 
'  fay,  that  there  are  pillories  and  ducking  ftools.' 
With  this  away  they  flung,  leaving  Mrs  Bull  no 
time  to  reply.     No  ftone  was  left  unturned  to 
fright  John   from  his  compofition  :   Sometimes 
they  fpread  reports  at  coffee-houfes  *,  that  John 

and 

*  And  it  was  faid,  that  the  nation  would  at  laft  be  facrificed 
to  the  ambition  of  France. 


Chap.  XII.       JOHN      BULL.         35 

and  his  wife  were  run  mad  ;  that  they  intended  to 
give  up  houfe,  and  make  over  all  their  eftate  to 
Lewis  Baboon  •,  that  John  had  been  often  heard 
talking  to  hunfelf,  and  feen  in  the  ftreets  without 
{hoes  or  ftockings ;  that  he  did  nothing  from 
morning  till  night  but  beat  his  fcrvants,  after 
having  been  the  beft  mafter  alive  :  As  for  his 
wife,  Ihe  was  a  mere  natural.  Sometimes  John's 
houfe  was  befet  with  a  whole  regiment  of  attor- 
neys clerks,  bailiffs,  and  bailiffs-followers,  and 
other  fmall  retainers  of  the  law,  who  threw  ftones 
at  his  windows,  and  dirt  at  himfelf  as  he  went 
along  the  ftrcet.  When  John  complained  of 
want  of  ready  money  to  carry  on  his  fuit,  they 
advifed  him  to  pawn  his  plate  and  jewels,  and 
that  Mrs  Bull  ihould  fell  her  linen  and  wearing- 
cloaths. 


CHAP.        XIII. 

.Mrs  Bull's  vindication  of  the  indifpenfable  duty  of 
cuckoldorn,  incumbent  upon  'wives  in  cafe  of  the 
tyranny,  infidelity,  or  infufficiency  of  hujbands  : 
Being  a  full  anfwer  to  the  doctor's  fermon  againft 
adultery  *. 

JOHN  found  daily  frefh  proofs  of  the  infi- 
delity and  bad  defigns  of  his  deceafed  wife  ; 
amongft  other  things,  one  day  looking  over  his 
cabinet,  he  found  the  following  paper  : 

IT 

*  The  Tories  rcprefentation  of  the  fpeeches  at  Sachevercl's 
trial. 
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IT  is  evident  that  matrimony  is  founded  upon 
an  original  contra?},  whereby  the  wife  makes  over 
the  right  (he  has  by  the  law  of  nature  to  the 
concubitus  vagus,  in  favour  of  the  hufband  ;  by 
which  he  acquires  the  property  of  all  her  po- 
fterity.  But  then  the  obligation  is  mutual  : 
And  where  the  contract  is  broken  on  one  fide, 
it  ceafes  to  bind  on  the  other.  Where  there  is 
a  right,  there  muft  be  a  power  to  maintain  it, 
and  to  punifh  the  offending  party.  This  power 
I  affirm  to  be  that  original  right,  or  rather  that 
indifpenfable  duty  of  cuckoldom,  lodged  in  all 
wives  in  the  cafes  above  mentiooed.  No  wife  is 
bound  by  any  law,  to  which  herfelf  has  not  con- 
fented :  All  ceconomical  government  is  lodged 
originally  in  the  hufband  and  wife,  the  executive 
part  being  in  the  hufband  ;  both  have  their  pri- 
vileges fecured  to  them  by  law  and  reafon  :  But 
will  any  man  infer,  from  the  hufband 's  being  in- 
vefted  with  the  executive  power,  that  the  wife 
is  deprived  of  her  fhare,  and  that  which  is  th« 
-principal  branch  of  it,  the  original  right  of  cuc- 
koldom ?  And  that  flie  had  no  remedy  left,  but 
preces  et  lachrymx,  or  an  appeal  to  a  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  ?  No  lefs  frivolous  are  the 
arguments  that  are  drawn  from  the  general  ap- 
pellations and  terms  of  hufband  and  wife.  A 
hufband  denotes  feveral  different  forts  of  magi- 
ftracy,  according  to  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  -of 
different  climates  and  countries.  In  fome  eaftern 
nations,  it  fignifies  a  tyrant,  with  the  abfolute 
1  power 
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power  of  life  and  death :  In  Turkey,  it  denotes  an 
arbitrary  governor,  with  power  of  perpetual  im- 
prifonment  :  In  Italy,  it  gives  the  hufbancl  the 
power  of  poifon  and  padlocks  :  In  the  countries 
of  England,  France,  and  Holland,  it  has  a  quite 
different  meaning,  implying  a  free  and  equal  go- 
vernment, fecuring  to  the  wife,  in  certain  cafes, 
the  liberty  of  cuckoldom,  and  the  property  of 
pin-money,  and  feparate  maintenance.  So  that 
the  arguments  drawn  from  the  terms  of  hufband 
and  wife,  are  fallacious,  and  by  no  means  fit  to 
fupport  a  tyrannical  doctrine,  as  that  of  abiolute 
unlimited  chaftity,  and  conjugal  fidelity. 

The  general  exhortations  to  chaftity  in  wives, 
are  meant  only  for  rules  in  ordinary  cafes  ;  but 
they  naturally  fuppofe  three  conditions,  of  ability, 
juftice,  and  fidelity  in  the  hufband  :  Such  an, 
unlimited,  unconditioned  fidelity  in  the  wife, 
could  never  be  fuppofed  by  reafonable  men  j  it 
feems  a  reflection  upon  the  ch — ch,  to  charge 
her  with  the  doctrines  that  countenance  oppref- 
fion. 

This  doctrine  of  the  original  right  of  cuckol- 
dom is  congruous  to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is 
fuperior  to  all  human  laws,  and  for  that  I  dare 
appeal  to  all  wives :  It  is  much  to  the  honour  of 
our  Englifh  wives,  that  they  have  never  given  up 
that  fundamental  point  ;  and  that  though  in  for- 
mer ages  they  were  mufHed  up  in  darknefs  and 
fuperftition,  yet  that  notion  feemed  engraven  on 
their  minds,  and  the  impreffion  fo  ftrong,  that 
nothing  could  impair  it. 

VOL.  VII.  D  To 
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To  affert  the  illegality  of  cuckoldom  upon  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  were  to  caft  odious  colours 
upon  the  married  ftate,  to  blacken  the  neceflary 
means  of  perpetuating  families.    Such  laws  can 
never  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  clefigned  to  de- 
feat the  very  end  of  matrimony,  the  propagation 
of  mankind.     I  call  them  neceflary  means  ;  for, 
in  many  cafes,  what  other  means  are  left?  Such  a 
doctrine  wounds  the  honour  of  families  •,  unfet- 
tles  the  titles  to  kingdoms,  honours,  and  eftatesj 
for,   if  the  actions  from  which  fuch  fettlements 
fpring  were  illegal,  all  that  is  built  upon  them 
rnuft  be  fo  too  :   But  the  laft  is  abfurd,  therefore 
the  firft  muft  be  fo  likewife.     What  is  the  caufe 
Taut  Europe  groans  at  prefent  under  the  heavy 
load  of  a  cruel  and  expenuve  war,  but  the  tyran- 
nical cuftom  of  a  certain  nation,  and  the  fcrupu- 
lous  nicety  of  a  filly  queen  *,  in  not  exerciiing 
this    indifpenfable   duty  of  cuckoldom,  whereby 
the  kingdom  might  have  had  an  heir,  and  a  con- 
troverted   fucceilion  might  have  been    avoided : 
Thefe  are  the  effects  of  the  narrow  maxims  of 
your  clergy,  That  one  muft  not  do  evil,  that  good 
may  ccme  of  it. 

The  aflerters  of  this  indefeafible  right,  and 
jus  divi/ntm  of  matrimony,  do  all  in  their  hearts 
favour  gallants,  and  the  pretenders  to  married 
women  ;  for,  if  the  true  legal  foundation  of  the 
married  ftate  be  once  Tapped,  and,  inllead  thereof, 

tyrannical 

*  The  Queen  of  Charles  II.   of  Spain,  upon  whofe  death; 
vl.hout  ifTuc,  the  war  broke  out. 
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tyrannical  maxims  introduced,  what  muft  follow, 
but  elopements,  inftead  of  fecret  and  peaceable 
cuckoldom  ? 

From  all  that  has  been  faid,  one  may  clearly 
perceive  the  abfurdity  of  the  doctrine  of  this  fe- 
ditious,  difcontented,  hot-headed,  ungifted,  un- 
edifying  preacher,  afferting,  That  the  grand  fecu- 
rity  of  the  matrimonial  fate,  and  the  pillar  upon 
•which  it  flandsy  is  founded  upon  the  •wife's  belief  of 
an  abfolute  unconditional  fidelity  to  the  hit/band's  bed : 
By  which  bold  aflertion,  he  ftrikes  at  the  root, 
digs  the  foundation,  and  removes  the  bafts,  upon 
which  the  happinefs  of  a  married  ftate  is  built. 
As  for  his  perfonal  reflections,  I  would  gladly 
know  who  are  thofe  'wanton  wives  he  fpeaks  of  ? 
Who  are  thofe  ladies  of  high  ftations,  that  he  fo 
boldly  traduces  in  his  fermon  ?  It  is  pretty  plain, 
who  thefe  afperfions  are  aimed  at  j  for  which  he 
deferves  the  pillory,  or  fomething  worfe. 

In  confirmation  of  this  doctrine  of  the  indif- 
penfable  duty  of  cuckoldom,  I  could  bring  the  ex- 
ample of  the  wifeft  wives  in  all  ages,  who  by  thefe 
means  have  preferved  their  hufbands  families 
from  ruin  and  oblivion  by  want  of  pofterity  : 
But  what  has  been  faid,  is  a  fufficient  ground 
for  punifliing  this  pragmatical  parfon. 


C  A  H  P. 
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C    II     A    P.       XIV. 

The  two  great  parties  cf  wives  y  tie   Devotes  and 
the  Hitts  *. 


Til  E  doctrine  of  unlimited  chaftity  and! 
fidelity  in  wives,  was  unrtferfally  efpoufed 
by  all  hufhands  ;  who  went  about  the  country, 
und  made  the  wives  fign  papers,  fignifying  their 
utter  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  Mrs  Bull's 
wicked  doctrine  of  the  indifpenfable  duty  of 
cuckoldom.  Some  yielded,  others  refufed  to  part 
with  their  native  liberty  ;  which  gave  rife  to  two 
great  parties  amongft  the  wives,  the  Devotors  and' 
the  Hitts.  Though  it  muft  be  owned,  the  di- 
ftinction  was  more  nominal  than  real ;  for  the 
Devoto's  would  abufe  freedoms  fometimes  ;  and 
thofe  who  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Hitts,  were  often  very  honeft.  At  the  fame  time 
there  came  out  an  ingenious  treatife,  with  the 
title  of  Good  advice  to  hujbands  ;  in  which  they  arc 
counfelled  not  to  truft  too  much  to  their  wives 
owning  the  doctrine  of  unlimited  conjugal  fide- 
lity, and  fo  to  neglect  family-duty,  and  a  due 
watchfulnefs  over  the  manners  of  their  wives  ; 
that  the  greateft  fecurity  to  hufbands,  was  a  vigo- 
rous. 

*  Thofe  who  were  for  and  a^aind  the  daadne  of  non-rcjijl- 
ance. 
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rous  conftitution,  good  ufage  of  their  wives,  and 
keeping  them  from  temptation  ;  many  hufbands 
having  been  fufferers  by  their  trufting  too  much,. 
to  general  profeflions,  as  was  exemplified  in  the 
cafe  of  a  foolifh  and  negligent  hufband,  who, 
trufting  to  the  efHcacy  of  this  principle,  was 
undone  by  his  wife's  elopement  from  him. 


CHAP.        XV. 

An  account  of  the  conference  betiveen  Mrs  Bull  and 
Don  Diego. 

TH  E  lawyers,  as  their  laft  effort  to  put  oiF 
the  compofmon,  fent  Don  Diego  to 
John  *.  Don  Diego  was  a  very  worthy  gentle- 
man, a  friend  to  John,  his  mother,  and  prefent 
wife  ;  and  therefore  fuppofed  to  have  fome  in- 
fluence over  her  :  He  had  been  ill  ufed  himfelf 
by  Roger  f,  was  againft  the  compoiition  $:  The 
conference  between  him  and  Mrs  Bull,  was  word 
for  word  as  follows. 

D  3  Don 

1  Among  ft  other  obftacles  to  the  treaty,  was  the  oppofition  of 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  a  Tory  Nobleman,  who  had  great  in- 
fluence ia  the  Honfe  of  Commons. 

f  The  caufeof  his  animofitjr,  from  which  this  conduft  is  fup- 
pofed to  proceed,  was  Mr  Harley's  being  chofen  to  fuccecd  him 
zs  principal  Secretary  of  State,  when  he  was  removed  from  that 
office  in  the  year  1 704. 

{  He  cxpoftulated  againft  the  peace  with  great  warmth  in  tie 
Iloufr,  when  the  Queen  was  prefent  Incog. 
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Don  Diego.  Is  it  poffible,  coufin  Bull,  that 
you  can  forget  the  honourable  maxims  of  the 
family  you  are  come  of,  and  break  your  word 
with  three  of  the  honefteft  beft-meaning  perfons 
in  the  world,  Efquire  South,,  Frog,  and  Hocus,, 
that  have  facrificed  their  interefts  to  yours  ?  It 
is  bafe  to  take  advantage  of  their  fimplicity  and 
credulity,  and  leave  them  in  the  lurch  at  laft. 

Mrs  Bull.  I  am  fure  they  left  my  family  in 
a  bad  condition  j  we  have  hardly  money  to  go  to 
market,  and  no  body  will  take  our  words  for 
fixpence.  A  very  fine  fpark  this  Efquire  South  ! 
My  hufband  took  him  in,  a  dirty,  fnotty-nofed 
boy  ;  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  half  the  fervants  to 
attend  him,  the  rogue  *  did  bawl  and  make  fuch 
a  noife  :  Sometimes  he  fell  in  the  fire,  and  burnt 
his  face ;  fometimcs  broke  his  fhins  clambering 
over  the  benches  ;  often  pifled  a-bed,  and  always 
came  in  fo  dirty,  as  if  he  had  been  dragged 
through  the  kennel  at  a  boarding-fchool.  He 
loft  his  money  at  chuck-farthing^  muffle-cap,  and 
all  fours ;  fold  his  books,  pawned  his  linen, 
which  we  were  always  forced  to  redeem.  Then 
the  whole  generation  of  him  are  fo  in  love  with 
bagpipes  and  puppet-mows  !  I  wifli  you  knew 
what  my  hufband  has  paid  at  the  paftery-cook's 
and  confectioner's  for  Naples  bifcuit,  tarts,  cuft- 
ards,  and  fweet-meats.  All  this  while  my  hufband 
confidered  him  as  a  gentleman  of  a  good  family 

that 

*  Something  relating  to  the  manners  of  a  great  prince,  fuper- 
ftitiotf,  love  of  operas,  fhows-,  &c. 
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that  had  fallen  into  decay,  gave  him  good  educati- 
on, and  has  fettled  him  in  a  good  creditable  way 
of  living,  having  procured  him,  by  his  interefty 
one  of  the  beft  places  of  the  country  :  And  what 
return,  think  you,  does  this  fine  gentleman  make 
us  ?  he  will  hardly  give  me  or  my  hufband  a 
good  word,  or  a  civil  expreffion  :  Inftead  of 
Sir  and  Madam  f  (which,  tho'  I  fay  it,  is  our 
due)  he  calls  us  goody  and  giffir  fuch  a-one  :  Says, 
he  did  us  a  great  deal  of  honour  to  board  with 
us  ;  huffs  and  dings  at  fuch  a  rate,  becaufe  we 
will  not  fpend  the  little  we  have  left  to  get  him 
the  title  and  eftate  of  Lord  Strutt ;  and  then 
for-footh,  we  ihall  have  the  honour  to  be  his 
woollen-drapers.  Beildes,  Efquire  South  will 
be  Efquire  ftill ;  fickle,  proud,  and  ungratefuL 
If  he  behaves  himfelf  fo,  when  he  depends  on 
us  for  his  daily  bread,  can  any  man  fay  what  he 
will  do  when  he  is  got  above  the  world  ? 

D.  Diego.  And  would  you  lofe  the  honour 
of  fo  noble  and  generous  an  undertaking  ?  Would 
you  rather  accept  this  fcandalous  compofition, 
and  truft  that  old  rogue,  Lewis  Baboon. 

Mrs  BulL  Look  you,  friend  Diego,  if  we 
law  it  on,  till  Lewis  turns  honeft,  I  am  afraid 
our  credit  will  run  low  at  Blackwell-hall.  I  wi£h 
every  man  had  his  own ;  but  I  ftill  fay,  that 
Lord  Strutt's  money  ihines  as  bright,  and  chinks 
as  well,  as  Efquire  South 's.  I  do  not  know  any 
other  hold  that  we  tradefmen  have  of  thefe  great 

folks, 

•f  Something  relating  to  forms  and  titles. 
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folks,  but  their  intereft  ;  buy  dear  and  fell  cheap, 
and  I  will  warrant  ye  you  will  keep  your  cuftom- 
er.  The  worft  is,  the  Lord  Strutt's  fervants 
have  got  fuch  a  haunt  about  the  old  rogue's 
fhop,  that  it  will  coft  us  many  a  firkin  of  ftrong 
beer  to  bring  them  back  again  ;  and  the  longer 
they  are  in  a  bad  road,  the  harder  it  will  be  to 
get  them  out  of  it. 

D.  Diego.  But  poor  Frog,  what  has  he  done  ? 
On  my  confcience,  if  there  be  an  honed,  fincere 
man  in  the  world,  it  is  that  Frog. 

Mrs  Bull.  I  think  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
much  Frog  has  been  obliged  to  our  family  from 
his  childhood  f  ;  he  carries  his  head  high  now, 
but  he  had  never  been  the  man  he  is  without 
our  help.  Ever  fince  the  commencement  of  this 
law-fuit,  it  has  been  the  bufmefs  of  Hocus,  in 
fharing  our  expences,  to  plead  for  Frog.  *  Poor 

*  Frog,   fays   he,  is   in   hard   circumftances,  he 
'  has  a  numerous  family,  and  lives  from  hand 
'  to  mouth  ;  his  children  do  not  eat  a  bit  of  vic- 

*  tuals  from  one  year's  end  to  the  other,  but 
'  live   upon  fait  herring,  fowr  curd,  and  bore- 
'  cole  ;  he  does  his  utmoft,  poor  fellow,  to  keep 
'  things  even  in  the  world,  and  has  exerted  him- 

*  felf  beyond  his  ability  in  this  law-fuit ;   but  he 
'  realty  has*  not  wherewithal  to  go   on.     What 

*  fignifies  this  hundred  pounds  ?  place  it  upon 

*  your  fide  of  the  accompt  j  it  is  a  great  deal  to 

'  poor 

t  On  tbe  other  fide,  complaint  was  made  of  the  unequal  bur- 
den of  the  war, 
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'  poor  Frog,  and  a  trifle  to  you."  This  has 
been  Hocus's  conftant  language,  and  I  am  furc 
he  has  obligations  enough  to  us  to  have  acted 
another  part. 

D.  Diego.  No  doubt  Hocus  meant  all  this  for 
the  beft,  but  he  is  a  tender-hearted,  charitable 
man  ;  Frog  is  indeed  in  hard  circnmftances. 

Mrs  Bull.  Hard  circumftances  !  I  fwear  this 
is  provoking  to  the  laft  degree  f .  All  the  time 
of  the  law-fuit,  as  faft  as  I  have  mortgaged,  Frog 
has  purchafed  :  From  a  plain  tradefman,  with  a 
(hop,  ware-houfe,  and  a  country  hutt  with  a 
dirty  fifh-pond  at  the  end  of  it,  he  is  now  grown 
a  very  rich  country  gentleman,  with  a  noble 
landed  eftate,  noble  palaces,  manors,  parks, 
gardens,  and  farms,  finer  than  any  we  were  ever 
matter  of.  Is  it  not  ftrange,  when  my  hufband 
difburfed  great  fums  every  term,  Frog  fhould  be 
purchafing  fome  new  farm  or  maaor  ?  fo  that  if 
this  law-fuit  lafts,  he  will  be  far  the  richeft  man. 
in  his  country.  What  is  worfe  than  all  this,  he 
fteals  away  my  cuftomers  every  day  ;  twelve  of 
the  richeft  and  bcft  have  left  my  (hop  by  his  per- 
fuafion,  and  whom,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
he  has  under  bonds  never  to  return  again  :  Judge 
you  if  this  be  neighbourly  dealing. 

D.  Diego.  Frog  is  indeed  pretty  clofe  in  his 
dealings,  but  very  honeft :  You  are  fo  touchy, 
and  take  things  fo  hotly,  I  am  fare  there  muft 

be  fome  miftake  in  this. 

Mr? 

*  and  of  the  acquifitions  of  the  Dutch  in  Flanders  :  During 
thefc  debates^  the  Houfe  wok  into  confideration, 
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Mrs  Bull.  A  plaguy  one  indeed  !  You  know, 
and  have  often  told  me  of  it,  how  Hocus,  and 
thofe  rogues,  kept  my  hufbind  John  Bull  drunk 
for  five  years  together  with  punch  and  ftrong 
waters  ;  I  am  fure  he  never  went  one  night  fober 
to  bed,  till  they  got  him  to  iign  the  ftrangeft 
deed  that  ever  you  law  in  your  life,  The 
methods  they  took  to  manage  him,  I  will  tell  you 
another  time  5  at  prefent  I  will  read  only  the 
writing. 


ARTICLES 
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ARTICLES  of  AGREEMENT 


BETWIXT 


JOHN   BULL,    CLOTHIER, 


AND 


NICHOLAS  FROG,  LINEN-DRAPER*. 


I.  THAT  for  maintaining  the  antient  good 
eorrefpondencc  and  friendfhip  between  the  faid 
parties,  I  Nicholas  Frog  do  folemnly  engage  and 
promife,  to  keep  peace  in  John  Bull's  family ; 
that  neither  his  wife,  children,  nor  fervants,  give 
him  any  trouble,  disturbance,  or  moleftatkm 
whatfoever,  but  to  oblige  them  all  to  do  their 
duty  quietly  in  their  refpe&ive  ftations.  And 
whereas  the  faid  John  Bull,  from  the  afTured 

confidence 

f  a  treaty  which  had  been  concluded  by  the  Lord  Townfnend, 
*t  the  Hague,  between  the  Queen  and  the  States,  in  1 709,  for 
fecuring  the  Proteftant  iucceffion,  and  for  fettling  a  barrier  for 
Holland  again  ft  France.  And  it  was  refolved,  That  ftveral  ar- 
ticles of  this 'treaty  were  deftruilive  to  the  trade  and  intereft  of 
Great-Britain  ;  that  Lord  Townfhend  had  no  authority  to 
agree  to  them  ;  and  that  he,  and  all  thofe  who  adviled  ratifying 
the  treaty,  were  eneraies  to  their  country. 
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confidence  that  he  has  in  my  friendfhip,  has  ap- 
pointed me  executor  of  his  laft  will  and  tefta- 
ment,  and  guardian  to  his  children,  I  do  un- 
dertake, for  me,  my  heirs  and  affigns,  to  fee  the 
fame  duly  executed  and  performed,  and  that  it 
{hall  be  unalterable  in  all  its  parts,  by  John  Bull, 
or  anybody  elfe :  For  that  purpofe  it  fhall  be 
lawful  and  allowable  for  me  to  enter  his  houfe 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night ;  to  break  open 
bars,  bolts,  and  doors,  chefts  of  drawers,  and 
ftrong  boxes,  in  order  to  fecure  the  peace  of  my 
friend  John  Bull's  family, ;  and  to  fee  his  will  duly 
.executed. 

II.  In  confideration  of  which  kind  neighbour- 
ly office  of  Nicholas  Frog,  in  that  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  accept  of  the  aforefaid  truft,  I  John 
Bull,  having  duly  confidered  that  my  friend 
Nicholas  Frog,  at  this  time,  lives  in  a  marfhy 
foil  and  unwholefome  air,  infefted  with  fogs  and 
damps,  deftrudlive  of  the  health  of  himfelf,  wife, 
and  children  ;  do  bind  and  oblige  me,  my  heirs 
and  afiigns,  to  purchafe  for  the  faid  Nicholas  Frog, 
with  the  beft  and  readieft  of  my  cafh,  bonds, 
mortgages,  goods,  and  chatties,  a  landed  eftate, 
with  parks,  gardens,  palaces,  rivers,  fields,  and 
outlets,  confifting  of  as  large  extent  as  the  faid 
Nicholas  Frog  fhall  think  fit.  And  whereas  the 
faid  Nicholas  Frog  is  at  prefent  hemmed  in  too 
clofe  by  the  grounds  of  Lewis  Baboon,  mafter  of 
the  fcience  of  defence,  I  the  faid  John  Bull  do 
oblige  myfeif,  with  the  readieft  of  my  cafh,  to 
I  purchafe 
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purchafe  and  inclofe  the  faid  grounds,  for  as 
many  fields  and  acres  as  the  faid  Nicholas  fliall 
think  fit  ;  to  the  intent  that  the  faid  Nicholas 
may  have  free  egrefs  and  regrefs,  without  lett  or 
moleftation,  fuitable  to  the  demands  of  himfelf 
and  family. 

III.  Furthermore,  the  faid  John  Bull  obliges 
himfelf  to  make  the  country-neighbours  of  Nicho- 
las Frog  allot  a  certain  part  of  yearly  rents  to  pay 
for  the  repairs  of  the  faid  landed  eftate ;  to  the 
intent  that  his  good  friend  Nicholas  Frog  may  be 
eafed  of  all  charges. 

IV.  And  whereas  the  faid  Nicholas  Frog  did 
contract  with  the  deceafed  Lord  Strutt  about  cer- 
tain liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities,  formerly 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  faid  John  Bull  -,  I  the  faid 
John  Bull  do  freely,  by  thefe  prefents,  renounce, 
quit,  and  make  over  to  the  faid  Nicholas,  the  li- 
berties, privileges,  and  immunities  contracted  for, 
in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  they  never  had  belonged 
to  me. 

V.  The  faid  John  Bull  obliges  himfelf,  his  heirs 
and  afligns,  not  to  fell  one  rag  of  broad  or  coarfe 
cloth  to  any  gentleman  within  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  faid  Nicholas,  except  in  fuch  quantities  and 
fuch  rates,  as  the  faid  Nicholas  fhall  think  fit. 

Signed  and  fealed, 
JOHN  BULL, 
NIC.  FROG. 

VOL.  VII.  E  The 
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The  reading  of  this  paper  put  Mrs  Bull  in  fuch  a 
pafiion,  that  fhe  fell  downright  into  a  fit,  and 
they  were  forced  to  give  her  a  good  quantity  of 
the  fpirit  of  hartfhorn  before  fhe  recovered. 

D-  Diego.  Why  in  fuch  a  paffion,  coufin  ? 
Confidering  your  circumftances  at  that  time,  I  do 
not  think  this  fuch  an  unreafonable  contract. 
You  fee  Frog,  for  all  this,  is  religioufly  true  to 
his  bargain  ;  he  fcorns  to  hearken  to  any  compo- 
fition  without  your  privacy. 

Mrs  Bull.  You  know  the  contrary  *.  Read 
that  letter. 

[Reads  the  fubfcription~\.  For  Lewis  Baboon,  mafter 
of  the  noble  fcience  of  defence. 

S  I  R, 

IUnderftand,  that  you  are,  at  this  time,  treat- 
ing with  my  friend  John  Bull,  about  reftoring 
the  Lord  Strutt's  cuftom,  and  befides  allowing 
him  certain  privileges  of  parks  and  fifh-ponds  ;  I 
wonder  how  you,  that  are  a  man  that  knows  the 
world,  can  talk  with  that  fimple  fellow.  He  has 
been  my  bubble  thefe  twenty  years,  and,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  underftands  no  more  of  his 
own  affairs  than  a  child  in  fwaddling  cloaths.  I 
know  he  has  got  a  fort  of  a  pragmatical  filly  jade 
of  a  wife,  that  pretends  to  take  him  out  of  my 
hands;  but  you  and  fhe  both  will  find  yourfelves 
miflaken,  I  will  find  thofe  that  fliall  manage  her ; 

and 

*  In  the  mean  time  the  Dutch  were  fecrclly  negotiating  with 
France. 
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and  for  him,  he  dares  as  well  be  hanged  as  make 
one  ftep  in  his  affairs  without  my  confent.  If 
you  will  give  me  what  you  promifed  him,  I  will 
make  all  things  eafy,  and  flop  the  deeds  of  eject- 
ment againft  Lord  Strutt :  If  you  will  not,  take 
what  follows  :  I  {hall  have  a  good  aftion  againft 
you,  for  pretending  to  rob  me  of  my  Bubble. 
Take  this  warning  from 

Your  loving  friend, 

NIC.     FROG. 

I  am  told,  coufin  Diego,  you  are  one  of  thofe 
that  have  undertaken  to  manage  me,  and  that  you 
have  faid  you  will  cany  a  green  bag  yourfelf,  ra- 
ther than  we  fhall  make  an  end  of  our  law-fuit  : 
I  will  teach  them  and  you  too  to  manage. 

D.  Diego.  For  God's  fake,  Madam,  why  fo 
choleric  ?  I  fay  this  letter  is  fome  forgery ;  it  ne- 
ver entered  iqto  the  head  of  that  honeft  man, 
Nic.  Frog,  to  do  any  fuch  thing. 

Mrs  Bull.  I  cannot  abide  you  :  You  have 
been  railing  thefe  twenty  years,  at  Efquire  South, 
Frog,  and  Hocus,  calling  them  rogues  and  pick- 
pockets, and  now  they  are  turned  the  honefteft 
fellows  in  the  world.  What  is  the  meaning  of  all 
this  ? 

D.  Diego.  Pray  tell  me  how  you  came  to  em- 
ploy this  Sir  Roger  in  your  affairs,  and  not  think 
of  your  old  friend  Diego  ? 

Mrs  Bull.     So,  fo,  there  it  pinches.     To  tell 

you  truth,  I  have  employed  Sir  Roger  in  feveral 

E  2  weighty 
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weighty  affairs,  and  have  found  him  trufty  and 
honeft,  and  the  poor  man  always  fcorned  to  take 
a  farthing  of  me.  I  have  abundance  that  profefs 
great  zeal,  but  they  are  damnable  greedy  of  the 
pence.  My  hufband  and  I  are  now  in  fuch  cir- 
eumftances,  that  we  muft  be  ferved  upon  cheaper 
terms  than  we  have  been. 

D.  Diego.  Well,  coufin,  I  find  I  can  do  no 
good  with  you  ;  I  am  forry  that  you  will  ruin 
ycurfelf,  by  trufting  this  Sir  Roger. 


CHAP.       XVI. 

Hoiv  the  guardians  of  the  deceafed  Mrs  Bull's  three 
daughters  came  to  John^  and  tvhat  advice  they 
gave  him ;  wherein  are  briefly  treated  the  charac- 
ters of  the  three  daughters  ;  alfo  John  Bull's  an- 
fiver  to  the  three  guardians  *. 

I  TOLD  you  in  a  former  chapter,  that  Mrs 
Bull,  before  {he  departed  this  life,  had  blelTed 
John  with  three  daughters.  I  need  not  here  re- 
peat their  names,  neither  would  I  willingly  ufe 
any  fcandalous  reflections  upon  young  ladies, 
whofe  reputations  ought  to  be  very  tenderly 
handled  ;  but  the  characters  of  thefe  were  fo  well 
known  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  it  is  doing 
them  no  injury,  to  make  a  fhort  defcription  of 

them. 

The 

*  The  debates  in  parliament  were  however  ftill  continued. 
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The  eldeft  *  was  a  termagant,  imperious,  pro- 
digal, lewd,  profligate  wench,  as  ever  breathed : 
She  ufed  to  rantipole  about  the  houfe,  pinch  the 
children,  kick  the  fervants,  and  torture  the  cats 
and  dogs -,  fhe  would  rob  her  father's  ftrong  box, 
for  money  to  give  the  young  fellows  that  fhe  was 
fond  of;  fhe  had  a  noble  air,  and  fomething 
great  in  her  mien,  but  fuch  a  noifome  infectious 
breath,  as  threw  all  the  fervants  that  drefTed  her 
into  confumptions  ;  if  fhe  fmelt  to  the  frefheft 
nofe-gay,  it  would  fhrivel  and  wither  as  if  it  had 
been  blighted  :  She  ufed  to  come  home  in  her 
cups,  and  break  the  china  and  looking-glaffes  ; 
and  was  of  fuch  an  irregular  temper,  and  fo  en- 
tirely given  up  to  her  paffion,  that  you  might 
argue  as  well  with  the  north  wind,  as  with  her  La- 
dyfliip  :  So  cxpenfive,  that  the  income  of  three 
dukedoms  was  not  enough  to  fupply  her  extrava- 
gance. Hocus  loved  her  beft,  believing  her  to  be 
his  own,  got  upon  the  body  of  Mrs  Bull. 

The  fecond  daughter  f ,  born  a  year  after  her 
fitter,  was  a  peevifh,  f  reward,  ill-conditioned  crea- 
ture as  ever  was,  ugly  as  the  devil,  lean,  haggard, 
pale,  with  faucer  eyes,  a  fharp  nofe,  and  hunch- 
backed :  But  active,  fpritely,  and  diligent  about 
her  affairs.  Her  ill  complexion  was  occafioned  by 
her  bad  diet,  which  was  coffee,  morning,  noon, 
and  night ;  She  never  refted  quietly  a-bed  ;  but 
ufed  to  difturb  the  whole  family  with  fhricking 
out  in  her  dreams,  and  plague  them  next  day  with 
E  3  interpreting 

'  Polemia,  war.  f  Difcordia,  fadion. 
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interpreting  them,  for  fhe  took  them  all  for  gof- 
pcl :  She  would  cry  out  murder,  and  difturb  the 
whole  neighbourhood  ;  and  when  John  came 
running  down  Mail's  to  enquire  what  the  matter 
was  :  Nothing,  forfooth,  only  her  maid  had  fluck 
a  pin  wrong  in  her  gown  :  She  turned  away  one 
fervant,  for  putting  too  much  oil  in  her  fallad, 
and  another  for  putting  too  little  felt  in  her  wa- 
ter-gruel ;  but  fuch  as  by  flattery  had  procured 
her  efteem,  {he  would  indulge  in  the  greater! 
crime.  Her  father  had  two  coachmen  ;  when 
one  was  in  the  coach-box,  if  the  coach  fwung  but 
the  leaft  to  one  iide,  fhe  ufed  to  mriek  fo  loud, 
that  all  the  ftreet  concluded  fhe  was  overturned  ; 
but  though  the  other  was  eternally  drunk,  and 
had  overturned  the  whole  family,  fhe  was  very 
angry  with  her  father  for  turning  him  away.  Then 
fhe  ufed  to  carry  tales  and  ftories  from  one  to  an- 
other, till  fhe  had  fet  the  whole  neighbourhood 
together  by  the  ears ;  and  this  was  the  only  di- 
veriion  fhe  took  pleafure  in.  She  never  went  a- 
broad,  but  fhe  brought  home  fuch  a  bundle  of 
monftrous  lies,  as  would  have  amazed  any  mortal 
but  fuch  .as  knew  her  :  Of  a  whale  that  had  fwal- 
lowed  a  fleet  of  fhips ;  of  the  lions  being  let  out 
of  the  Tower  to  deftroy  the  proteflant  religion  ; 
of  the  Pope's  being  feen  in  a  braudy-fhop  at 
Wapping  ;  and  of  a  prodigious  ftrong  man,  that 
was  going  to  fhove  down  the  cupola  of  St  Paul's  ; 
of  three  millions  of  five-pound  pieces,  that  Efquire 
South  had  found  under  an  old  wall ;  of  blazing 

ftars, 
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ftars,  flying  dragons,  and  abundance  of  fuch  ftuff. 
All  the  fervants  in  the  family  made  high  court  to 
her,  for  fhe  domineered  there,  and  turned  out 
and  in  whom  fhe  pleafed  ;  only  there  was  an  old 
grudge  between  her  and  Sir  Roger,  whom  fhe 
mortally  hated,  and  ufed  to  hire  fellows  to  fquirt 
kennel  water  upon  him,  as  he  pafled  along  the 
ftreets  ;  fo  that  he  was  forced  conftantly  to  wear 
a  furtout  of  oiled  cloth,  by  which  means  he  came 
home  pretty  clean,  except  where  the  furtout  was  a 
little  fcanty. 

As  for  the  third  *,  fhe  was  a  thief,  and  a  com- 
mon mercenary  proftitute,  and  that  without  any 
folicitation  from  nature,  for  fhe  owned  fhe  had 
no  enjoyment.  She  had  no  refpect  of  perfons, 
a  prince  or  a  porter  was  all  one,  according  as  they 
paid  •,  yea,  fhe  would  leave  the  fineft  gentleman 
in  the  world,  to  go  to  an  ugly  pocky  fellow  for 
Cxpence  more.  In  the  practice  of  her  profeffion, 
fhe  had  amafled  vaft  magazines  of  all  forts  of 
things ;  fhe  had  above  five  hundred  fuits  of  fine 
cloaths,  and  yet  went  abroad  like  a  cinder  wench  : 
She  robbed  and  flawed  all  the  fervants,  fo  that 
nobody  could  live  near  her. 

So  much  for  John's  three  daughters,  v/hich 
you  will  fay  were  rarities  to  be  fond  of :  Yet  na- 
ture will  fliew  itlelf ;  nobody  could  blame  their 
relations  for  taking  care  of  them  ;  and  therefore 
it  was  that  Hocus,  with  two  other  of  the  guardi- 
ans, thought  it  their  duty  to  take  care  of  the  in- 

terefl 

*  Ufiiria,  ufury. 
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tereft  of  the  three  girls,  and  give  John  their  belt 
advice  before  he  compounded  the  law-fuit. 

Hocus.  What  makes  you  fo  fhy  of  late,  my 
good  friend  ?  There  is  nobody  loves  you  better 
than  I,  nor  has  taken  more  pains  in  your  affairs : 
As  I  hope  to  be  faved,  I  would  do  any  thing  to 
ferve  you  •,  I  would  crawl  upon  all  four  to  ferve 
you  ;  I  have  fpent  my  health  and  paternal  eftate 
in  your  fervice.  I  have,  indeed,  a  fmall  pittance 
left,  with  which  I  might  retire,  and  with  as  good 
a  confcience  as  any  man ;  but  the  thoughts  of  this 
difgraceful  compofition  fo  touches  me  to  the 
quick,  that  I  cannot  fleep  :  After  I  had  brought 
the  caufe  to  the  laft  ftroke,  that  one  verdict  more 
had  quite  ruined  old  Lewis,  and  Lord  Strutt,  and 
put  you  in  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  every  thing  ; 
then  to  compound  !  I  cannot  bear  it.  This 
caufe  was  my  favourite,  I  had  fet  my  heart  upon 
it ;  it  is  like  an  only  child  ;  I  cannot  endure  it 
fliould  mifcarry :  For  God's  fake  confider  only 
to  what  a  difmal  condition  old  Lewis  is  brought. 
He  is  at  an  end  of  all  his  calh  :  His  attorneys  have 
hardly  one  trick  left ;  they  are  at  an  end  of  all 
chicane  befides,  he  has  both  his  law  and  his  daily 
bread  now  upon  truft.  Hold  out  only  one  term 
longer,  and  I  will  warrant  you,  before  the  next, 
we  fhall  have  him  in  the  fleet.  I  will  bring  him 
to  the  pillory  ;  his  ears  fhall  pay  for  his  perjuries. 
For  the  love  of  God  do  not  compound :  Let  me 
be  damn'd  if  you  have  a  friend  in  the  world  that 
loves  you  better  than  I :  There  is  nobody  can  fay 
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I  am  covetous,  or  that  I  have  any  intereft  to  pur- 
fue,  but  yours. 

2ii  Guardian.  There  is  nothing  fo  plain,  as 
that  this  Lewis  has  a  defign  to  ruin  all  his  neigh- 
bouring tradefmen  ;  and  that  at  this  time  he  has 
fuch  a  prodigious  income  by  his  trade  of  all  kinds, 
that  if  there  is  not  fome  ftop  put  to  his  exorbi- 
tant riches,  he  will  monopolize  every  thing :  No 
body  will  be  able  to  fell  a  yard  of  drapery  or  mer- 
cenary ware  but  himfelf.  I  then  hold  it  advifable, 
that  you  continue  the  law-fuit,  and  burft  him  at 
once.  My  concern  for  the  three  poor  motherlefs 
children  obliges  me  to  give  you  this  advice  ;  for 
their  eftates,  poor  girls  !  depend  upon  the  fuccefs 
of  this  caufe. 

3d  Guardian.  I  own  this  writ  of  ejectment  has 
coft  dear  ;  but  then  confider  it  as  a  jewel  well 
worth  the  purchafing  at  the  price  of  all  you  have. 
None  but  Mr  Bull's  declared  enemies  can  fay,  he 
has  any  other  fecurity  for  his  clothing  trade,  but 
the  ejectment  of  Lord  Strutt.  The  only  queftion 
then  that  remains  to  be  decided,  is,  who  fliall 
ftand  the  expences  of  the  fuit  f  To  which  the  an- 
fwer  is  as  plain  ;  who  but  he,  that  is  to  have  the 
advantage  of  the  fentence  ?  When  Efquire  South 
has  got  pofTeffion  of  his  title  and  honour,  is  not 
John  Bull  to  be  his  clothier  ?  Who  then,  but 
John,  ought  to  put  him  in  poiTeflion  ?  Alk  but 
any  indifferent  gentleman,  who  ought  to  bear  his 
charges  at  law  ?  and  he  will  readily  anfwer,  his 
tradefmen.  I  do  therefore  affirm,  and  I  will  go 

to 
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to  death  with  it,  that,  being  his  clothier,  you 
ought  to  put  him  in  quiet  poffefiion  of  his  eftate, 
and,  with  the  fame  generous  fpirit  you  have  be- 
gun it,  complete  the  good  work.  If  you  perfift 
in  the  bad  meafures  you  are  now  in,  what  muft 
become  of  the  three  poor  orphans  ?  My  heart 
bleeds  for  the  poor  girls. 

John  Bull.  You  are  all  very  eloquent  pei  fons  ; 
but  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  you  exprefs  a  great 
deal  more  concern  for  the  three  girls  than  for 
me ;  I  think  my  intereft  ought  to  be  confidered 
in  the  firft  place.  As  for  you,  Hocus,  I  cannot 
but  fay  you  have  managed  my  la\v-fuit  with  great 
addrefs,  and  much  to  my  honour,  and,  though 
I  fay  it,  you  have  been  well  paid  for  it.  Why 
muft  the  burthen  be  taken  ofF  Frog's  back,  and 
laid  upon  my  fhoulders  ?  He  can  drive  about  his 
own  parks  and  fields  in  his  gilt  chariot,  when  I 
have  been  forced  to  mortgage  my  eftate  ;  his  note 
will  go  farther  than  my  bond.  Is  it  not  matter 
of  facl,  that  from  the  richeft  tradefman  in  alhthe 
country,  I  am  reduced  to  beg  and  borrow  from 
fcriveners  and  ufurers,  that  fuck  the  heart,  blood 
and  guts  out  of  me  ?  And  what  is  all  this  for  ? 
Did  you  like  Frog's  countenance  better  than 
mine  ?  Was  not  I  your  old  friend  and  relation  ? 
Have  I  not  prefented  you  nobly  ?  Have  I  not  clad 
your  whole  family  ?  Have  you  not  had  an  hun- 
dred yards  at  a  time  of  the  fineft  cloth  in  my 
fhop  ?  Why  muft  the  reft  of  the  tradefmen  be 
not  only  indemnified  from  charges,  but  forbid  to 

go 
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go  on  with  their  own  bufinefs,  and  what  is  more 
their  concern  than  mine  ?  As  to  holding  out  this 
term,  I  appeal  to  your  own  confcience,  has  not 
that  been  your  conftant  difcourfe  thefe  fix  years, 
One  term  more,  and  old  Lewis  goes  to  pot.  If  thou 
art  fo  fond  of  my  caufe,  be  generous  for  once, 
and  lend  me  a  brace  of  thoufands.  Ah  Hocus  ! 
Hocus  !  I  know  thee  j  not  a  fous  to  fare  me  from 
gaol,  I  trow.  Look  ye,  gentlemen,  I  have  lived 
with  credit  in  the  world,  and  it  grieves  my  heart, 
never  to  ftir  out  of  my  doors  but  to  be  pulled  by 
the  fleeve  by  fome  rafcally  dun  or  other  ?  '  Sir, 
*  remember  my  bill :  There  is  a  fmall  concern  of 
'  a  thoufand  pounds,  I  hope  you  think  on  it, 
c  Sir.'  And  to  have  thefe  ufurers  tranfact  my 
debts  at  coffee-houfes,  and  ale-houfes,  as  if  I 
were  going  to  break  up  fhop.  Lord  !  that  ever 
the  rich,  the  generous  John  Bull,  clothier,  the 
envy  of  all  his  neighbours,  fhould  be  brought  to 
compound  his  debts  for  five  {hillings  in  the 
pound  ;  and  to  have  his  name  in  an  advertife- 
ment  for  a  ftatute  of  bankrupt.  The  thought  of 
it  makes  me  mad.  I  have  read  fomewhere  in  the 
Apocrypha,  that  one  fhould  not  confult  with  a 
ivoman  touching  her  of  ivhomjhe  is  jealous  ;  nor  'with 
a  merchant  concerning  exchange  ;  nor  nvith  a  buyer 
of  felling  ;  nor  -with  an  unmerciful  man  of  kindnefst 
&c.  I  could  have  added  one  thing  more,  nor 
•with  an  attorney  about  compounding  a  lanu-fult.  The 
ejectment  of  Lord  StrUtt  will  never  do.  The  e- 
vidence  is  crimp  ;  the  witneiTes  fwear  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  contradict  themfelves ;  and  his 

tenants 


60          THE    HISTORY    OF      Parti. 

tenants  flick  by  him.  One  tells  me,  that  I  muft 
carry  on  my  fuit,  becaufe  Lewis  is  poor  ;  ano- 
ther, becaufe  he  is  ftill  too  rich  :  Whom  fhall  I 
believe  ?  I  am  fure  of  one  thing,  that  a  penny  in 
the  purfe  is  the  beft  friend  John  can  have  at  laft ; 
and  who  can  fay  that  this  will  be  the  laft  -fuit  I 
fhall  be  engaged  in  ?  Befides,  if  this  ejectment 
were  practicable,  is  it  reafonable,  that  when  Ef- 
quire  South  is  lofing  his  money  to  (harpers  and 
pick-pockets,  going  about  the  country  with  fid- 
lers  and  buffoons,  and  fquandering  his  income 
with  hawks  and  dogs,  I  fhould  lay  out  the  fruits 
of  my  honeft  induftry  in  a  lavv-fuit  for  him,  only 
upon  the  hopes  of  being  his  clothier  ?  And  when 
the  caufe  is  over,  I  fhall  not  have  the  benefit  of 
my  project  for  want  of  money  to  go  to  market. 
Look  ye,  gentlemen,  John  Bull  is  but  a  plain 
man  ;  but  John  Bull  knows  when  he  is  ill  ufed. 
I  know  the  infirmity  of  our  family  ;  we  are  apt  to 
play  the  boon  companion,  and  throw  away  our 
money  in  our  cups  :  But  it  was  an  unfair  thing  in 
you,  gentlemen,  to  take  advantage  of  my  weak-- 
nefs  ;  to  keep  a  parcel  of  roaring  bullies  about  me 
day  and  night,  with  huzzas,  and  hunting-horns, 
and  ringing  the  changes  on  butchers  cleavers,  ne- 
ver let  me  cool,  and  make  me  fet  my  hand  to 
papers,  when  I  could  hardly  hold  my  pen.  There 
will  come  a  day  of  reckoning  for  all  that  pro- 
ceeding. In  the  mean  time,  gentlemen,  I  beg 
you  will  let  me  into  my  affairs  a  little,  and  that 
you  would  not  grudge  me  the  fmall  remainder  of 
a  very  great  eftate. 

i  CHAP. 


Chap.  XVII.     JOHNBULL.  6t 

CHAP.      XVII. 

Efquire  Soutk's  meffage  and  letter  to  Mrs  Bull. 

THE  arguments  ufed  by  Hocus,  and  the  reft 
of  the  guardians,  had  hitherto  proved  in- 
fufficient  *  :  John  and   his  wife   could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  bear  the  expence  of  Efquire  South's 
law-fuit.     They  thought  it  reafonable,  that  fince 
he  was  to  have  the  honour  and  advantage,  he 
Ihould  bear  the  greateft  {hare  of  the  charges  ; 
and  retrench  what  he  loft  by  (harpers,  and  fpent 
upon  country-dances  and  puppet-plays,  to  apply 
•it? 'to  that  ufe.     This  was  not  very  grateful  to 
the   Efquire  j  therefore,   as  the  laft  experiment, 
he  refolved  to  fend  Signior  Benenatof,  mafter 
of  his   fox-hounds,   to  Mrs   Bull,  to  try  what 
he  could  do  with  her.     This  Signior  Benenato 
had  all  the    qualities  of  a  fine  gentleman,  that 
were  fit  to  charm  a  lady's  heart ;  and  if  any  per- 
fon   in  the  world  could  have  perfuaded  her,   it 
was  he.  But  fuch  was  herunfhaken  fidelity  to  her 
hufband,   and  the  conftant  purpofe  of  her  mind 
to  puvfue  his  interefl,  that  the  moft  refined  arts 
VOL.  VIL  F  of 

*  But  as  all  .attempts  of  the  party  to  preclude  the  treaty  were 
ineffectual,  and  complaints  were  made  of  the  deficiencies  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  Archduke  fsnt  a  meflaga  and  letter, 

'j-  by  Prince  Eugene,  urging  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and 
offering  to  bear  a  proportion  of  the  expence. 
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of  gallantry  that  were  pradtifed,  could  not  feduce 
her  heart.  The  neck-laces,  diamond  crofles, 
and  rich  bracelets  that  were  offered,  flie  rejected 
with  the  utmoft  fcorn  and  difdain.  The  mufic 
and  ferenades,  that  were  given  her,  founded 
more  ungratefully  in  her  ears,  than  the  noife  of 
a  fcreech-owl ;  however,  fhe  received  Efquire 
South's  letter  by  the  hands  of  Signior  Benenato, 
with  that  refpect  which  became  his  quality.  The 
copy  of  the  letter  is  as  follows,  in  which  you  will 
obferve  he  changes  a  little  his  ufual  ftile. 

MADAM, 

THE  writ  of  ejectment  againft  Philip  Ba- 
boon, (pretended  Lord  Strutt)  is  juft 
ready  to  pafs  :  There  want  but  a  few  neccflary 
forms,  and  a  verdict  or  two  more,  to  put  me  in 
the  quiet  pofTeffion  of  my  honour  and  eftate  :  I 
qu  eft  ion.  not,  but  that  according  to  your  wonted 
generofity  and  goodnefs,  you  will  give  it  the  fi- 
nifhing  ftroke  ;  an  honour  that  I  would  grudge 
any  body  but  yourfelf.  In  order  to  eafe  you  of 
ibme  part  of  the  charges,  I  promife  to  furnifli 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  provided  you  pay  for  the 
ilamps.  Befides,  I  have  ordered  my  ftewards  to 
pay  out  of  the  readieft  and  beft  of  my  rents,  five 
pounds  ten  fhillings  a  year,  till  my  fuit  is  finifh- 
ed.  I  wifh  you  health  and  happinefs,  being  with 
due  refpect, 

M   4    D   A  M, 

Your  allured  friend, 

SOUTH. 
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What  anfwer  Mrs  Bull  returned  to  this  letter, 
you  (hall  know  in  my  fecond  part,  only  they 
were  at  a  pretty  good  dirtance  in  their  propofals  ; 
for  as  Efquire  South  only  offered  to  be  at  the 
charges  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  Mrs  Bull  refufed 
any  more  than  to  lend  her  barge  *  to  carry  his 
council  to  Weftminfter-hall. 


F  a  LAW 


*  This  proportion  was  however  thought  to  be  fo  inconfider- 
able,  that  the  letter  produced  no  other  effe£V,  than  the  convoy 
of  the  forces  by  the  Englifh  fleet  to  Barcelona. 
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THE  PUBLISHER'S  PREFACE. 


TH  E  world  is  much,  indebted  to  the  famous 
Sir  Humphrey  Polefworth,  for  his  inge- 
nious and  impartial  account  of  John  Bull's  law- 
fuit ;  yet  there  is  juft  caufe  of  complaint  again  ft 
him,  in  that  he  relates  it  only  by  parcels,  and  will 
not  give  us  the  whole  work :  This  forces  me,  who 
am  only  the  publifher,  to  befpeak  the  affiftance  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance,  to  engage  him  to 
lay  afule  that  ftingy  humour,  and  gratify  the 
curiofity  of  the  public  at  once.  He  pleads  in 
excufe,  that  they  are  only  private  memoirs,  wrote 
for  his  own  ufe,  in  a  loofe  ftile,  to  ferve  as  a 
help  to  his  ordinary  converfation  *.  I  repre- 

fented 

*  This  excufe  of  Sir  Humphrey  can  only  relate  to  the  feconcl 
part  or  iequel  of  the  biftory.     See  the  preface  to  the  firft  part. 
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fented  to  him  the  good  reception  the  lirft  part 
had  met  with  ;  that,  though  calculated  only  for 
the  meridian  of  Grub-ftreet,  it  was  yet  taken 
notice  of  by  the  better  fort  j  that  the  world  was 
now  fufficiently  acquainted  with  John  Bull,  and 
interefted  itfelf  in  his  concerns.  He  anfwered 
with  a  fmile,  that  he  had  indeed  Ibme  trifling 
things  to  impart,  that  concerned  John  Bull's 
relations  and  domeftic  affairs ;  if  thefe  would 
fatisfy  me,  he  gave  me  free  leave  to  make  ufe 
of  them,  becaufe  they  would  ferve  to  make  the 
hiftory  of  the  law-fuit  more  intelligible.  When  I 
had  looked  over  the  manufcript,  I  found  like- 
wifc  fome  further  account  of  the  compofition, 
which  perhaps  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  fuch 
as  have  read  the  former  part. 


F  *  CHAP. 
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Tka  character  of  John  BulFs  mother  *. 

JOHN  had  a  mother,  whom  he  loved  and! 
honoured  extremely ;  a  difcreet,  grave,  fobei\ 
good-conditioned,  cleanly,  old  gentlewoman  as 
ever  lived.  She  was  none  of  your  crofs-grained, 
termagant,  fcolding  jades,,  that  one  had  as  good 
be  hanged  as  live  in  the  houfe  with,  fiich  as  are 
always  cenfuring  the  conduct,  and  telling  fcan- 
dalous  ftories  of  their  neighbours,  extolling  their 
own  good  qualities,  and  under-valuing  thofe  o£ 
others  :  On  the  contrary,  flie  was  of  a  meek 
fpirit;  and  as  fhe  was  frrictly  virtuous  herfelf,  fo 
flie  always  put  the  beft  conftruction  upon  tne 
words  and  actions  of  her  neighbours,  except 
where  they  were  irreconcileable  to  the  rules  of 
honefty  and  decency.  She  was  neither  one  of 
your  precife  prudes ,  nor  one  of  your  fantaftical 
old  belles,  that  drefs  themfelves  like  girls  of  fif- 
teen :  As  flie  neither  wore  a  ruff,  fore-head 
clbth,  nor  high-crowned  hat,  fo  fhe  had  laid; 
afide  feathers-,  flowers,  and  crimpt  ribbons  in 
her  head-drefs,  furbelow-fcarfs,  and  hooped-pct~ 
ticoats.  She  fcorned  to  patch  and  paint,  yet  flie 
loved  to  keep  her  hands  and  her  face  clean- 
Though  flie  wore  no  flaunting  laced  ruffles,  flie 
would  not  keep  herfelf  in  a  conftant  fweat  with 
greafy  flannel :  Though  her  hair  was  not  ftuck 

with 
*  The  church  of  England. 
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with  jewels,  fhe  was  not  afhamed  of  a  diamond 
crofs ;  fhe  was  not,  like  fome  ladies,  hung  about 
with  toys  and  trinkets,  tweezer-cafes,  pocket- 
glaffes,  and  ef&nce-bottles  ;  fhe  ufed  only  a  gold 
watch  and  an  almanack,  to  mark  the  hours  and 
the  holy-days. 

Her  furniture  was  neat  and  genteel,  well  fan- 
cied with  a  bon  gotift.  As  fhe  affected  not  the 
grandeur  of  a  ftate  and  canopy,  flie  thought 
there  was  no  offence  in  an  elbow-chair  :  She  had 
laid  afide  your  carving,  gilding,  and  japan-work,, 
as  being  too  apt  to  gather  dirt ;  but  fhe  never 
could  be  prevailed  upon,  to  part  with  plain  wain- 
fcot  and  clean  hangings.  There  are  fome  ladies, 
that  affect  to  fmell  ftink  in  every  thing ;  they  are 
always  highly  perfumed,  and  continually  burn- 
ing frankincenfe  in  their  rooms  :  She  was  above 
fuch  affectation  j  yet  (he  never  would  lay  afide 
the  ufe  of  brooms  and  fcmbbing-brufhes,  and 
fcrupled  not  to  lay  her  linen  in  frefh  lavender. 

She  was  no  lefs  genteel  in  her  behaviour,  well- 
bred,  without  affectation,  in  the  due  mean  be- 
tween one  of  your  affected  curt'fying  pieces  of 
formality,  and  your  romps  that  have  no  regard  to-, 
the  common  rules  of  civility.  There  are  fome 
ladies  that  affect  a  mighty  regard  for  their 
relations  ;  We  mujt  not  eat  to-day,  for  my  uncle 
Tom,  and  my  coufin  Betty,  died  this  time  ten  years  :• 
Let  us  have  a  bait  to-night,  it  is  my  neighbour  fitch-a- 
ones  birth-day  :  She  looked  upon  all  this  as  gri- 
mace ;  yet  fhe  conftantly  obferveu  her  hufband's 
birth-day,  her  wedding-day,  and  fome  few  more- 

Though, 
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Though  Jhe  was  a  truly  good  woman,  and  had 
a  iincerc  motherly  love  for  her  fon  John,  yet 
there  wanted  not  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
create  a  mifunderftanding  between  them  j  and 
they  had  fo  far  prevailed  with  him  once,  that 
he  turned  her  out  of  doors  *,  to  his  great  forrow, 
as  he  found  afterwards,  for  his  affairs  went  on  at 
fixes  and  fevens. 

She  was  no  lefs  judicious  in  the  turn  of  her 
converfation,  and  choice  of  her  ftudies,  in  which 
fhe  far  exceeded  all  her  fex  :  Your  rakes  that 
hate  the  company  of  all  fober,  grave  gentlewo- 
men, would  bear  her's ;  and  fhe  would,  by  her 
handfome  manner  of  proceeding,  fooner  reclaim 
them,  than  fome  that  were  more  fowr  and  re- 
ferved  :  She  was  a  zealous  preacher  up  of  chafti- 
ty,  and  conjugal  fidelity  in  wives,  and  by  no  means 
a  friend  to  the  new-fangled  doctrine  of  the  in- 
difpenfable  duty  of  cuckoldom  ;  Though  fhe  advanced 
her  opinions  with  a  becoming  afTurance,  yet  Hie 
never  ufliered  them  in,  as  fome  pofitive  creatures 
will  do,  with  dogmatical  aflertions,  This  is  infalli- 
ble;  I  cannot  be  miftaken  ;  none  but  a  rogue  can 
deny  it.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  fuch  people 
are  oftener  in  the  wrong  than  any  body. 

Though  {he  had  a  thoufand  good  qualities, 
fhe  was  not  without  her  faults  j  amongft  which 
one  might  perhaps  reckon  too  great  lenity  to  her 
fervants,  to  whom  fhe  always  gave  good  counfel, 
but  often  too  gentle  correction.  I  thought  I 
could  not  fay  lefs  of  John  Bull's  mother,  bccaufc 
fhe  bears  a  part  in  the  following  transactions. 

CHAP. 

*  Iu  the  Rebellion  of  1641. 
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CHAP.       IT. 

The  charafler  of  John  Bull's  fijlcr  Peg  *,  ivith  the 
quarrels  that  happened  between  JMajler  and  Mifs, 
in  their  childhood. 


JOHN  had  a  fifter,  a  poor  girl  that  had  been 
ftarved  at  nurfe  ;  any  body  would  have  guefl- 
cd  Mifs  to  have  been  bred  up  under  the  influence 
of  a  cruel  ftep-dame,  and  John  to  be  the  found- 
ling of  a  tender  mother.  John  looked  ruddy 
and  plumb,  with  a  pair  of  cheeks  like  a  trumpet- 
er ;  Mifs  looked  pale  and  wan,  as  if  (he  had  the 
green-ficknefs  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  John  was 
the  darling,  he  had  all  the  good  bits,  was  cram- 
med with  good  pullet,  chicken,  pig,  goofe  and 
capon,  while  Mifs  had  only  a  little  oat-meal  and 
water,  or  a  dry  cruft  without  butter.  John  had 
his  golden  pippins,  peaches,  and  nectarines ;  poor 
Mifs,  a  crab-apple,  floe,  or  a  blackberry.  Mafter 
lay  in  the  beft  apartment,  with  his  bed-chamber 
towards  the  fouth  fun.  Mifs  lodged  in  a  garret, 
expofed  to  the  north  wind,  which  fhrivelled  her 
countenance.  However,  this  ufage,  though  it 
ftunted  the  girl  in  her  growth,  gave  her  a  hardy 
eonftitution  ;  fhe  had  life  and  fpirit  in  abundance, 
and  knew  when  fhe  was  ill  ufed  :  Now  and  then 
£he  would  feize  upon  John's  commons,  match  a 

leg 
*  The  nation  and  church  of  S       •    d. 
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leg  of  a  pullet,  or  a  bit  of  good  beef,  for  which 
they  were  fure  to  go  to  fifty-cuffs.  Mafter  was 
indeed  too  ftrong  for  her  j  but  Mifs  would  not 
yield  in  the  leaft  point,  but  even  when  Mafter  had 
got  her  down",  fhe  would  fcratch  and  bite  like  a 
tyger ;  when  he  gave  her  a  cuff  on  the  ear,  {he 
would  prick  him  with  her  knitting-needle.  John 
brought  a  great  chain  one  day  to  tie  her  to  the 
bed-poft;  for  which  affront,  Mifs  aimed  a  pen- 
knife at  his  heart  *.  In  ihort,  thefe  quarrels 
grew  up  to  rooted  averfions  ;  they  gave  one  ano- 
ther nick-names  ;  fhe  called  him  gundy-guts^  and 
he  called  her  loufy  Peg :  though  the  girl  was  a 
tight  clever  wench  as  any  was,  and  through  her 
pale  looks  you  might  difcern  fpirit  and  vivacity, 
which  made  her  not,  indeed,  a  perfect  beauty, 
but  fomething  that  was  agreeable.  It  was  barba- 
rous in  parents  not  to  take  notice  of  thefe  early 
quarrels,  and  make  them  live  better  together, 
fuch  domeftic  feuds  proving  afterwards  the  occa- 
fion  of  misfortunes  to  them  both.  Peg  had,  in- 
deed, fome  odd  humours,  and  comical  antipathy, 
for  which  John  would  jeer  her.  *  What  think 

*  you  of  my  fifter  Peg,  fays  he,  that  faints  at  the 
'  found  of  an  organ,  and  yet  will  dance  and  frifk 
'  at  the  noife  of  a  pagpipe  ? '     *  What's  that  to 

*  you,  gundy-guts^   quoth  Peg,  every  body's   to 

*  chufe 

*  Henry  VII.  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  under  one  fovereign, 
offered  his  daughter  Mary  to  James  V.  of  Scotland  :  This  offer 
%vas  rejected,  and  followed  by  a  war.  To  this  event  probably 
the  author  alludes. 
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*  chufe  their  own  mufic.'  Then  Peg  had  taken 
a  fancy  not  to  fay  her  Pater-nojler^  which  made 
people  imagine  ftrange  things  of  her.  Of  the 
three  brothers,  that  have  made  fuch  a  clutter  in 
the  world,  Lord  Peter,  Martin,  and  Jack,  Jack 
had  of  late  been  her  inclinations  *  :  Lord  Peter 
£he  detefted  :  Nor  did  Martin  ftand  much  better 
in  her  good  graces ;  but  Jack  had  found  the  way 
to  her  heart.  I  have  often  admired,  what  charms 
flie  difcovered  in  that  aukward  booby,  till  I  talk- 
ed with  a  perfon  that  was  acquainted  with  the  in- 
trigue, who  gave  me  the  following  account  of  it. 


CHAP.      III. 

Jack's  charms  f,  or  the  method  by  which  he  gained 
Peg's  heart. 


IN  the  firft  place,  Jack  was  a  very  young  fel- 
low, by  much  the  youngeft  of  the  three  bro- 
thers ;  and  people,  indeed,  wondered  how  fuch  a 
young  upftart    jackanape  fhould   grow  fo  pert 
and  faucy,  and  take  fo  much  upon  him. 

Jack  bragged  of  greater  abilities  than  other 
men  :  He  was  "well-gifted^  as  he  pretended  ;  I  need 
not  tell  you  what  fecret  influence  that  has  upon 
the  ladies. 

Jack 

*  Love  of  prcfbytcry. 

f  Character  of  the  preftyterians. 
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Jack  had  a  raoft  fcandalous  tongue,  and  per- 
fuaded  Peg  that  all  mankind,  befides  himfelf, 
were  poxed  by  that  fcarlet-faced  whore  Signiora 
Bubohia  *.  *  As  for  his  brother,  Lord  Peter, 
'  the  tokens  were  evident  On  him,  blotches,  fcabs, 
'  and  the  corona  t  His  brother  Martin,  though 
'  he  was  not  quite  fo  bad,  had  fome  nocturnal 
'  pains,  which  his  friends  pretended  were  only 
'  fcorbutical ;  but  he  was  fure  it  proceeded  from 
'  a  worfe  caufe.'  By  fuch  malicious  insinuations, 
he  had  poffefifed  the  lady,  that  he  was  the  only 
man  in  the  world  of  a  found ,  pure,  and  untaint- 
ed conftitution  :  Though  there  were  fome  that 
ftuck  not  to  fay,  that  Signiora  Bubonia  and  Jack 
railed  at  one  another,  only  the  better  to  hide  an 
intrigue  ;  and  that  Jack  had  been  found  with 
Signiora  under  his  cloak,  carrying  her  home  in  a 
dark  ftormy  night. 

Jack  was  a  prodigious  "ogler ;  he  would  ogle 
you,  the  outfide  of  his  eye  inward,  and  the  white 
upward. 

Jack  gave  hlmftlf  out  for  a  man  of  a  great  e- 
ftate  in  the  fortunate  iflands ;  of  which  the  fole 
property  was  vefted  in  his  perfon  :  By  this  trick 
he  cheated  abundance  of  people  of  fmall  Aims, 
pretending  to  make  over  plantations  in  the  faid 
iflands  ;  but  when  the  poor  wretches  came  there 
with  Jack's  grant,  they  were  beat,  mocked,  and 
turned  out  of  doors . 

I  told  you  that  Peg  was  whimfical,  and  -loved 
i  any 

f  The  whore  of  Babylon,  or  the  Pope. 
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any  thing  that  was  particular  :  In  that  way,  Jack 
was  her  man,  for  he  neither  thought,  fpoke, 
dreiTed,  nor  acled  like  other  mortals  :  He  was 
for  your  bold  jl rakes  ;  he  railed  at  fops,  tho' he 
was  himfelf  the  moft  affefted  in  the  world  ;  in- 
ftead  of  the  common  falhion,  he  would  vifit  his 
mitlrefs  in  a  morning  cloak,  band,  fhort  cuffs, 
and  a  peaked  beard.  He  invented  a  way  of  com- 
ing into  a  room  backwards,  which,  he  faid,  {hew- 
ed more  humility,  and  lefs  affectation:  Where 
other  people  flood,  he  fat  ;  where  they  fat,  he 
ftood  ;  when  he  went  to  court,  he  ufed  to  kick 
away  the  flate,  and  fit  down  by  his  prince  cheek 
by  jole  :  Confound  thefe  Jlatesy  fays  he,  they  are  a 
modern  invention  :  When  he  fpoke  to  his  prince, 

he  always  turned  his  b ch  upon  him :  If  he 

was  advifed  to  faft  for  his  health,  he  would  eat 
roaft-beef ;  if  he  was  allowed  a  more  plentiful 
diet,  then  he  would  be  fure  that  day  to  live  upon 
water-gruel ;  he  would  cry  at  a  wedding,  laugh 
and  make  jefts  at  a  funeral. 

He  was  no  left  fingular  in  his  opinions  ;  you 
would  have  burft  your  fides  to  hear  him  talk  of 
politics  *  :  *  All  government,  fays  he,  is  founded 

*  upon   the    right    distribution  of  punifljme nts ; 
'  decent  executions  keep  the  world  in  awe  j  for 
4  that  reafon  the  majority  of  mankind  ought  to 

*  be  hanged  every  year.      For  example,  I  fup- 

*  pofe  the   magiftrate  ought  to  pafs  an  irrever- 
'  fible  fentence  upon  all   blue-eyed  children  from 

VOL.  VII.  G  the 

*  Abfolutc  predeftination. 
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1  the  cradle  *  ;  but  that  there  may  be  fome  fhew 

*  of  juftice  in   this    proceeding,   thefe  children 

*  ought  to  be  trained  up  by  matters,  appointed 
r  for  that  purpofe,  to  all  forts  of  villainy  -,  that 

*  they  may  deferve  their  fate,  and  the  execution 

*  of  them  may  ferve  as  an  object  of  terror  to  the 

*  reft  of  mankind.'     As  to  the  giving  of  pardons, 
he  had  this  fmgular  method,  f  that  when  thefe 
wretches  had  the  rope  about  their  necks,  it  fhould 
be  enquired,  who  believed  they  fhould  be  hang- 
ed, and  who  not  ?  The  firft  were  to  be  pardon- 
ed,   the   laft  hanged  out-right.     Such  as  were 
once  pardoned,  were  never  to  be  hanged  after- 
wards, for  any  crime  whatfoever  J.     He  had  fuch 
fkill  in  phyfiognomy,  that  he  would  pronounce 
peremptorily  upon  a  man's  face,  Tbatfelloiv,  fays 
he,  do  ivhat  he  ivill,  cannot  avoid  banging  ;  he  has 
a  hanging  look.      By  the  fame  art  he  would  prog- 
nofticate  a  principality  to  a  fcoundrel. 

He  was  no  lefs  particular  in  the  choice  of  his 
fiudies ;  they  were  generally  bent  towards  ex- 
ploded chimeras  §,  the  perpetuum  mobile,  the 
circular  fhot,  philofopher's  ftone,  filent  gun- 
powder, making  chains  for  fleas,  nets  for  flies, 
and  inftruments  to  unravel  cobwebs  and  fplit 
hairs. 

Thus,  I  think,  I  have  given  a  diftinft  account 
of  the  methods  he  praclifed  upon  Peg.  Her 

brother 

*  Reprobation. 

f  Saving  health  ;  a  belief  that  one  fliall  certainly  be  fayed. 

\  Eletfion. 

$  The  learning  of  the  prcfbytci  ians. 
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brother  would  now  and  then  afk  her,  *  What  a 

*  devil  doft  thou  fee  in  that  pragmatical  coxcomb 

*  to  make  thee  fo  in  love  with  him  ?   He  is  a  fit 

*  match  for  a  taylor  or  a  ihoe-maker's  daughter, 

*  but   not   for   you,   that   are   a   gentlewoman.'. 

*  Fancy  is  free,  quoth  Peg  :   I  will  take  my  own 

*  way,   do  you  take  your's.     I  do  not  care  for 
'  your  flaunting  beaus,    that    gang   with  their 
*.  breafts  open,  and  their  farks  over  their  waift- 
'  coats ;  that  accoft  me  with  fet  fpeeches  out  of 
'  Sidney's    Arcadia,  or   the  Academy  of  Com- 

*  pliments.      Jack  is  a  fober,  grave  young  man  ; 

*  though  he  has  none  of  your  ftudied  harangues, 
'  his  meaning  is  fincere :  He  has  a  great  regard 
'  to  his  father's  will :  And  he  that  fhews  himfelf 
(  a  good   fon,  will  make  a  good  hufband  ;  be- 

*  fides,  I  know  he  has  the  original  deed  of  con- 
'  veyance  to  the  fortunate  iflands  ;  the  others  are 
'  counterfeits.'     There  is  nothing  fo  obftinate  as 
a  young  lady  in  her  amours ;  the  more  you  crofs 
her,  the  worfe  fhe  is. 


G  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.        IV. 

Hoiv  the  relations  reconciled  John  and  his  Jijler  Pegt 
and  what  return  Peg  made  to  Join's  mejjage  *. 


JOHN  BULL,  otherwife  a  good-natured 
man,  was  very  hard-hearted  to  his  fitter  Peg, 
chiefly  from  an  averfion  he  had  conceived  in  his 
infancy.  While  he  fiouri/hcd,  kept  a  warm 
houfe,  and  drove  a  plentiful  trade,  poor  Peg  was 
forced  to  go  hawking  and  peddling  about  the 
Streets,  felling  knives,  fchTars,  and  fhoe-buckles  ; 
now  and  then  cax%ried  a  bafket  of  fifh  to  the  mar- 
ket 5  fewecl,  fpun,  and  knit  for  a  livelihood,  till 
her  fingers-ends  were  fore  ;  and  when  flie  could 
not  get  bread  for  her  family,  {he  was  forced  to 
hire  them  out  at  journey-work  to  her  neigh- 
bours. Yet  in  thefe  poor  circumftances  fhe  ftill 
preferred  the  air  and  mien  of  a  gentlewoman,  a 
certain  decent  pride,  that  extorted  refpecl:  from 
the  haughtieft  of  her  neighbours  ;  when  {he 
came  into  any  full  aflembly,  {he  would  not  yield 
the  pas  to  the  beft  of  them.  If  one  afked  her,  are 
not  you  related  to  John  Bull  ?  '  Yes,  fays  {he  ; 
*  he  has  the  honour  to  be  my  brother.'  So  Peg's 
affairs  went,  till  all  the  relations  cried  out,  {hame 
upon  John  for  his  barbarous  ufage  of  his  own 

fleflx 

*  The  treaty  of  Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 
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flefh  and  blood  j  that  it  was  an  eafy  matter  for 
him  to  put  her  in  a  creditable  way  of  living,  not 
only  without  hurt,  but  with  advantage  to  himfelf, 
being  fhe  was  an  induftrious  perfon,  and  might 
be  ferviceable  to  him  in  his  way  of  buflnefs. 
*  Hang  her,  jade,  quoth  John  ;  I  cannot  endure 
f  her,  as  long  as  fhe  keeps  that  rafcal  Jack's 
(  company.'  They  told  him,  the  way  to  re- 
claim her,  was  to  take  her  into  his  houfe,  that  by 
converfation  the  childifh  humours  of  their  young- 
er days  might  be  worn  out.  Thefe  arguments 
were  enforced  by  a  certain  incident.  It  happen- 
ed that  John  was  at  that  time  about  making  his 
nvillj  and  entailing  his  ejlate  *,  the  very  fame  in. 
which  Nic.  Frog  is  named  executor.  Now,  his 
fitter  Peg's  name  being  in  the  entail,  he  could  not 
make  a  thorough  fettlement  without  her  confent. 
There  was,  indeed,  a  malicious  ftory  went  about, 
as  if  John's  laft  wife  had  falkn  in  love  with  Jack, 
as  he  was  eating  cuftard  on  horfebackf;  that 
fhe  perfuaded  John  to  take  his  filler  into  the 
houfe,  the  better  to  drive  on  the  intrigue  with 
Jack,  concluding  he  would  follow  his  miftrcfs 
Peg.  All  I  can  infer  from  this  ftory,  is,  that 
when  one  has  got  a  bad  character  in  the  world, 
G  3  people 

*  The  fuccefllon  to  the  crown  having  been  fettled  by  aft  of 
parliament  in  England,  upon  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  no  fuch 
a£t  having  pafled  in  Scotland,  then  a  feparate  kingdom,  it  was 
thought  a  proper  time  to  complete  the  Union,  which  had  been 
attempted,  and  which  was  recommended  to  the  Scots  by  King 
William  III. 

|  A  prefbytemn  Lord  Mayov  of  London. 
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people  will  report  and  believe  any  thing  of  one, 
true  or  falfe.  But  to  return  to  my  iloij  ;  when 
Peg  received  John's  meflage,  fhe  huffed  and 
ftormed  like  the  devil  f :  *  My  brother  John, 

*  quoth  fhe,    is  grown  wondrous  kind-hearted 
'  all  of  a  fudden ;  but  I  meikle  doubt,  whether  it 

*  be  not  mair  for  their  own  conveniency  than  for 

*  my  good  ;  he  draws   up  his  writs  and  deeds, 
4  forfooth,  and  I  muft  fet  my  hand  to  them,  un- 
'  fight,   nnfeen.      I  like  the  young  man  he  has 

*  fettled  upon  well  enough,  but  I  think  I  ought 

*  to  have  a  valuable   coniideration  for  my  con- 

*  fent.     He  wants  my  poor  little  farm,  becaufe 

*  it   makes  a  nook  in   his  park-wall  :    Ye  may 
'  e'en  tell  him,  he  has  mair  than  he  makes  a 
'  good  ufe  of;  he  gangs  up  and  down  drink- 

*  ing,  roaring,  and  quarreling,  through   all  the 
'  country  markets,  making  foolifh  bargains  in 
'  his  cups,  which  he  repents  when  he  is  fober ; 

*  like  a   thriftlefs   wretch,    fpending   the   goods 

*  and   gear  that   his  forefathers   won   with  the 
'  fweat  of  their  brows  ;  light  come,  light  go,  he 
'  cares  not  a  farthing.      But  why  {hould  I  ftand 
f  furety  for  his  contracts  ?  The  little  I  have  is 
'  free,  and  I  can  call  it  my  awn  ;  name's  hame, 

*  let  it  be  never  fo   hamely.     I  ken  him   well 
'  enough,  he  could  never  abide  me ;  and  when 

*  he  has  his  ends,  he'll  e'en  ufe  me  as  he  did  be- 
'  fore.      I  am  fure  I  fhall  be  treated  like  a  poor 

*  drudge  ; 

f  The  Scots  exprefled  their  fears  for  the  prefbyterian  govern- 
ment, and  of  being  burdened  with  the  Englifh  national  debts. 
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'  drudge ;  I  fhall  be  fet  to  tend  the  bairns,  dearn 
'  the  hofe,  and  mend  the  linen.  Then  there's 
'  no  living  with  that  old  carline  his  mother  ;  {he 

*  rails  at  Jack,  and  Jack's  an  honefter  man  than 
'  any  of  her  kin :  I  fhall  be  plagued  with  her 
'  fpells  and  her  Pater-no/fers,   and  filly  old-world 
'  ceremonies  ;  I   mu'n  never  pair  my  nails  on   a 
'  Friday,    nor  begin  a  journey  on  Childermas- 
'  day :  And  I  mun  ftand  becking  and  binging, 
'  as  I  gang  out  into  the  hall.      Tell  him  he  may 
'  e'en  gang  his  get  ;  I'll  have  nothing  to  do  with 

*  him  ;  I'll  ftay  like  the  poor  country  nioufe,  in 

*  my  awn  habitation.'   So  Peg  talked  ;  but  for  all 
that,  by  the  interpolition  of  good  friends,  and 
by  many  a  bonny  thing  that  was  fent,  and  many 
more  that  were  promifed  Peg,  the  matter  was 
concluded,    and   Peg   taken  into  the   houfe  upon 
certain  articles  :    One  of  which   was,    that   fhe 
might  have  the  freedom  of  Jack's  converfation  *, 
and   might  take  him  better   for   worfe,    if  ihe 
pleafed  ;  provided  always,  he  did  not  come  into 
the  houfe  at  unfeafonable  hours,  and  difturb  the 
reft  of  the  old  woman,  John's  mother. 


CHAP. 

*  The  aft  of  Toleration. 


\ 
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CHAP.        V. 

Of  feme  quarrels  that  happened  after  Peg  was  ta- 
ken into  the  family  *. 


IT  is  an  old  obfervation,  that  the  quarrels  of 
relations  are  harder  to  reconcile  than  any 
Other  ;  injuries  from  friends  fret  and  gall  more, 
and  the  memory  of  them  is  not  fo  eafily  obli- 
terated. This  is  cunningly  reprefented  by  one 
of  your  old  fages,  called  .ZEfop,  in  the  ftory  of 
the  bird,  that  was  grieved  extremely  at  being 
wounded  with  an  arrow  feathered  with  his  own 
wing ;  as  alfo  of  the  oak,  that  let  many  a  hea- 
vy groan,  when  he  was  cleft  with  a  wedge  of  his 
own  timber. 

There  was  no  man  in  the  world  lefs  fubjecl  to 
rancour  than  John  Bull,  confidering  how  often 
his  good  nature  had  been  abufed  j  yet  I  do  not 
know,  but  he  was  too  apt  to  hearken  to  tattling 
people,  that  carried  tales  between  him  and  his 
fitter  Peg,  on  purpofe  to  fow  jealoufies,  and  fet 
them  together  by  the  ears.  They  fay  that  there 
were  fome  hardships  put  upon  Peg,  which  had 
been  better  let  alone  j  but  it  was  the  bufinefs  of 
good  people  to  reftrain  the  injuries  on  one  fide, 

and 

*  Quarrels  about  fome  of  the  articles  of  Union,  particularly 
the  peerage. 
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and  moderate  the  refcntments  on  the  other  ;  a 
good  friend  acts  both  parts  ;  the  one  without 
the  other  will  not  do. 

The  purchafe-money  of  Peg's  farm  was  ill 
paid  *  ;  then  Peg  loved  a  little  good  liquor,  and 
the  fervants  fhut  up  the  wine-cellars :  But  for 
that  Peg  found  a  trick,  for  ihe  made  a  falfe  key  -\\ 
Peg's  fervants-  complained,  that  they  were  debar- 
red from  all  manner  of  bufinels,  and  never  fuf- 
fered  to  touch  the  leaft  thing  within  the  houfe  J  : 
If  they  offered  to  come  into  the  warehoufe,  then 
ftrait  went  the  yard  Hap  over  their  noddle;  if 
they  ventured  into  the  counting-room,  a  fellow- 
would  throw  an  ink-bottle  at  their  head  j  if  they 
came  into  the  beft  apartment,  to  fet  any  thing 
there  in  order,  they  were  faluted  with  a  broom  ; 
if  they  meddled  with  any  thing  in  the  kitchen, 
it  was  odds  but  the  cook  laid  them  ov^r  the  pate 
with  a  ladle ;  one  that  would  have  got  into  the 
ftables,  was  met  by  two  rafcals,  who  fell  to  work 
with  him  with  a  brufh  and  a  curry-comb  ;  fome, 
climbing  up  into  the  coach-box,  were  told,  that 
one  of  their  companions  had  been  there  before, 
that  could  not  drive,  then  flap  went  the  long 
whip  about  their  ears. 

On 

*  By  the  i5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Union,  it  \*as  agreed,  that 
Scotland  fhould.  have  an  equiralent  for  feveral  cuftoms  and  ex- 
cifes  to  which  (he  would  become  liable,  and  this  equivalent  was 
n«t  paid. 

f  Run  wine. 

i  By  the  Teft  aft,  difTenters  are  excluded  from  places  and  em- 
ployments. 
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On  the  other  hand  it  was  complained,  that 
Peg's  fervants  were  always  alking  for  drink- 
money  ;  that  they  had  more  than  their  fhare  of 
the  Chriftmas-box  *  :  To  fay  the  truth,  Peg's  lads 
buftled  pretty  hard  for  that ;  for  when  they  were 
endeavouring  to  lock  it  up,  they  got  in  their  great 
fifts,  and  pulled  out  handfuls  of  half-crowns, 
ihillings,  and  iixpences.  Others,  in  the  icramble, 
picked  up  guineas  and  broad  pieces.  But  there 
happened  a  worfe  thing  than  all  this  ;  it  was  com- 
plained that  Peg's  fervants  had  great  ftomachs, 
and  brought  fo  many  of  their  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance to  the  table,  that  John's  family  was 
like  to  be  eat  out  of  houfe  and  home.  Inftead 
of  regulating  this  matter  as  it  ought  to  be,  Peg's 
young  men  were  thru  ft  away  from  the  table  j 
then  there  was  the  devil  and  all  to  do  ;  fpoons, 
plates,  and  diflies,  flew  about  the  room  like  mad  ; 
and  Sir  Roger,  who  was  now  major  domoy  had 
enough  to  do  to  quiet  them.  Peg  faid,  this  was 
contrary  to  agreement,  whereby  fhe  was  in  all 
things  to  be  treated  like  a  child  of  the  family  -y 
then  fhe  called  upon  thofe,  that  had  made  her 
fuch  fair  promifes,  and  undertook  for  her  bro- 
ther John's  good  behaviour;  but,  alas!  to  her 
coft  Ihe  found,  that  they  were  the  firft  and  rea- 
dieft  to  do  her  the  injury.  John  at  laft  agreed 
to  this  regulation ;  that  Peg's  footmen  f  might  fit 

with. 

*  Endeavoured  to  get  their  fhare  of  places. 

f  Articles  of  Union,  whereby  they  could  make  a  Scats  Com- 
moner, but  not  a  Lord,  a  Peer. 
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with  his  book-keeper,  journeymen,  and  appren- 
tices ;  and  Peg's  better  fort  of  fervants  might  fit 
with  his  footmen,  if  they  pleafed. 

Then  they  began  to  order  plumb  porridge  and 
minced  pies  for  Peg's  dinner  :  Peg  told  them  fhe 
had  an  avedion  to  that  fort  of  food ;  that  upon 
forcing  *  down  a  mefs  of  it  fome  years  ago,  it 
threw  her  into  a  fit,  till  Ihe  brought  it  up  again. 
Some  alledged  it  was  nothing  but  humour,  that 
the  fame  mefs  fhould  be  ferved  up  again  for  fup- 
per,  and  breakfaft  next  morning ;  others  would 
have  made  ufe  of  a  horn  ;  but  the  wifer  fort  bid 
let  her  alone,  and  fhe  might  take  to  it  of  her 
own  accord,. 


CHAP.        VI. 

canverfation  between  John  Bull  and  his  wife. 


Mrs  Bull. ^|  ^ Hough  our  affairs,  honey,  are  in 
JL  a  bad  condition,  I  have  a  better 
opinion  of  them,  fince  you  feemed  to  be  convin- 
ced of  the  ill  courfe  you  have  been  in,  and  are 
refolved  to  fubmit  to  proper  remedies.  But  when 
I  confider  your  immenfe  debts,  your  fooliih  bar- 
gains, and  -the  general  diforder  of  your  bufmefs, 
I  have  a  curiofity  to  know  what  fate  or  chance 
lias  brought  you  into  this  condition. 

J.  Bull. 

*  Introducing  Epifcopacy  into  Scotland,  by  Charles  I. 
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J,  Bull,  I  wifli  you  would  talk  of  fome  other 
fubjeft ;  the  thoughts  of  it  make  me  mad  ;  our 
family  muft  have  their  run. 

Mrs  Bull.  But  fuch  a  ftrange  thing  as  this  ne- 
ver happened  to  any  of  your  family  before :  They 
have  had  law-fuits  j  but  though  they  fpent  the  in- 
come, they  never  mortgaged  the  {lock.  Sure  you 
muft  have  fome  of  the  Norman  or  the  Norfolk 
blood  in  you.  Prithee  give  me  fome  account  of 
thefe  matters. 

7-  Bull.  Who  could  help  it  ?  There  lives  not 
fuch  a  fellow  by  bread  as  that  old  Lewis  Baboon : 
He  is  the  moft  cheating  contentious  rogue  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  You  muft  know,  one  day, 
as  Nic.  Frog  and  I  were  over  a  bottle,  making  up 
an  old  quarrel,  the  old  fellow  would  needs  have 
us  drink  a  bottle  of  his  Champaigne,  and  fo  one 
after  another,  till  my  friend  Nic.  and  I,  not  being 
ufed  to  fuch  heady  fluff,  got  bloody  drunk. 
Lewis  all  the  while,  either  by  the  ftrength  of  his 
brain,  or  flinching  his  glafs,  kept  himfelf  fober 
as  a  judge.  f  My  worthy  friends,  quoth  Lewis, 
'  henceforth  let  us  live  neighbourly.  I  am  as 
'  peaceable  and  quiet  as  a  lamb,  of  my  own  tern- 
'  per,  but  it  has  been  my  misfortune  to  live  a- 
*  mong  quarrelfome  neighbours.  There  is  but 
'  one  thing  can  make  us  fall  out,  and  that  is  the 
c  inheritance  of  Lord  Strut? s  ejlate  :  I  am  content, 
'  for  peace  fake,  to  wave  my  right,  and  fubmit 
'  to  any  expedient  to  prevent  a  law-fuit :  I  think 
i  *  an 
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1  an  equal  divifion  *  will  be  the  faireft  way.'  Well 
moved,  Old  Lewis,  quoth  Frog  ;  and  I  hope  my 
friend  John  here  ivill  not  be  refraflory.  At  the 
fame  time  he  clapped  me  on  the  back,  and  flab- 
bered  me  all  over  from  cheek  to  cheek,  with  his 
great  tongue.  Do  as  you  plenfe,  Gentlemen,  quoth 
I  ;  it  is  all  one  to  John  Bull.  We  agreed  to  part 
that  night,  and  next  morning  to  meet  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Lord  Strutt's  park-wall  with  our  furvey- 
ing  inftruments,  which  accordingly  we  did.  Old 
Lc\vis  carried  a  chain  and  a  femicircle  ;  Nic.  pa- 
per, rulers,  and  a  lead-pencil ;  and  I  followed  at 
fome  diitance  with  a  long  pole.  We  began  firft 
with  furveying  the  meadow  grounds,  afterwards 
we  meafured  the  corn-fields,  clofe  by  clofe  ;  then 
we  proceeded  to  the  wood  lands,  the  copper  and 
tin  mines  f.  All  this  while  Nic.  laid  down  every 
thing  exactly  upon  paper,  calculated  the  acres 
and  roods  to  a  great  nicety.  When  we  had  fi- 
nifhed  the  land,  we  were  going  to  break  into  the 
houfe  and  gardens,  to  take  an  inventory  of  his 
plate,  pictures,  and  other  furniture. 

Mrs  Bull.  What  faid  Lord  Strutt  to  all  this  ? 

J.  Bull.  As  we  had  almoft  fmilhed  our  con- 
cern, we  were  accofted  by  fome  of  Lord  Strutt's 
fervants  :  *  Hey  day  !  What's  here  ?  what  a  de- 

*  vil's   the  meaning  of  all  thefe  trangrams  and 

*  gimcracks,  Gentlemen  ?  what  in  the  name  of 

VOL.  VII.  H  «  wonder 

*  A  treaty  for  preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  by  a 
partition  of  the  Spaniih  dominions, 
f  The  Weft  Indies. 
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*  wonder  are  you  going  about,  jumping  over  my 

*  mafter's  hedges,  and  running  your  'lines  crofs 

*  his  grounds  ?     If  you  are  at  any  field  paftime, 
'  you  might  have  afked  leave ;  my  mafter  is  a  civil 
'  well-bred  perfon  as  any  is.' 

Mrs  Bull.  What  could  you  anf\ver  to  this  ? 

J.  Bull.  Why  truly,  my  neighbour  Frog  and 
I  were  ftill  hot-headed  ;  we  told  him  his  mafter 
was  an  old  doating  puppy,  that  minded  nothing 
of  his  own  builnefs  ;  that  we  were  furveying  his 
eftate,  and  fettling  it  for  him,  fince  he  would 
not  do  it  himfelf.  Upon  this  there  happened  a 
quarrel ;  but  we  being  ftronger  than  they,  fent 
them  away  with  a  flea  in  their  ear.  They  went 
home,  and  told  their  mafter  *  :  '  My  lord,  faid 

*  they,  there  are  three  odd  fort  of  fellows  going 
'  about  your  grounds,  with  the  ftrangeft  machines 
'  that  ever  we  beheld  in  our  life  :  I  fuppofe  they 

*  are  going  to  rob  your  orchard,  fell  your  trees, 

*  or  drive  away  your  cattle  ;  they  told  us  ftrange 

*  things  of  fettling  your  eftate :    One  is   a  lufty 
'  old  fellow,  in  a  black  wig,  with  a  black  beard, 

*  without  teeth  :  There's  another  thick  fquat  fel- 

*  low,  in  trunk-hofe  :  The  third  is  a  little,  long- 

*  nofed  thin  man.'     (I  was  then  lean,  being  juft 
come  out  of  a  fit  of  iicknefs).     '  I  fuppofe  it  is 

*  fit  to  fend  after  them,  left  they  carry  foaiething 

*  away.' 

Mrs  Bull.    I  fancy  this  put  the  old  fellow  in  a 
rare  tweague. 

J.  Bull. 

*  This  partition  of  the  King  of  Spain's  dominions,  was  made 
v/tthoHt  his  confent,  or  even  his  knowledge. 
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J.  Bull.  Weak  as  he  was,  he  called  for  his 
long  Toledo,  fwore  and  bounced  about  the  room. 
'  'Sdeath  !  what  am  I  come  to,  to  be  affronted 

*  fo  by  my  tradefmen  ?     I  know  the  rafcals  :  My 
t  barber,  clothier,    and   linen-di'aper,    difpofe  of 

*  my  eftate  !    bring  hither  my  blunderbufs.     I'll 

*  warrant   ye,    you   mall  fee  day-light  through 
'  them.      Scoundrels  !    dogs  !    the  fcum  of  the 
'  earth  !  Frog,  that  was  my  father's  kitchen-boy, 
4  he  pretend  to  meddle  with  my  eftate  !  with  my 

*  will  !    Ah,  poor  Strutt,  what  art  thou  come  to 

*  at  laft  ?   Thou  haft  lived  too  long  in  the  world, 
'  to  fee  thy  age  and  infirmity  fo  defpifed  :    How 

*  will  the  ghofts  of  my  noble  anceftors  receive 
'  thefe  tidings  ?     They  cannot,    they  muft   not, 
'  fleep  quietly   in   their  graves.'     In  fhort,  the 
old  gentleman  was  carried  off"  in  a  fainting  fit  ; 
and,  after  bleeding  in  both  arms,  hardly  reco- 
vered. 

Mrs  Bull.  Really  this  was  a  very  extraordi- 
nary way  of  proceeding  :  I  long  to  hear  the  reft 
of  it. 

J.  Bull.  After  we  had  come  back  to  the  ta- 
vern, and  taken  the  other  bottle  of  Champagne, 
we  quarrelled  a  little  about  the  divifion  of  the  e- 
ftate.  Lewis  hauled  and  pulled  the  map  on  one 
fide,  and  Frog  and  I  on  the  other,  till  we  had 
like  to  have  torn  the  parchment  in  pieces.  At 
laft  Lewis  pulled  out  a  pair  of  great  tailors  Iheers, 
and  clipt  a  corner  for  himfelf,  which  he  faid  was 
a  manor  that  lay  convenient  for  him,  and  left 
H  2  Frog 
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Frog  and  me  the  reft  to  difpofe  of  as  we  pleafed. 
We  were  overjoyed  to  think  Lewis  was  contented 
with  fo  little,  not  fmelling  what  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  plot.  There  happened  indeed  an  in- 
cident that  gave  us  fome  difturbance  :  A  cunning 
fellow,  one  of  my  fervants,  two  days  after,  peep- 
ing through  the  key -hole,  obferved,  that  old  Lewis 
had  ftole  away  our  part  of  the  map,  and  faw  him 
fiddling  and  turning  the  map  from  one  corner  to 
the  other,  trying  to  join  the  two  pieces  together 
again  :  He  was  muttering  fomething  to  himfelf, 
which  we  did  not  well  hear,  only  thefe  words,  // 
is  great  pity  it  is  great  pity  I  My  fervant  added, 
lhat  he  believed  this  had  fome  ill  meaning.  I 
told  him  he  was  a  coxcomb,  always  pretending 
to  be  wifer  than  his  companions  :  Lewis  and  I 
are  good  friends ;  he  is  an  honeft  fellow,  and  I 
dare  fay  will  ftancl  to  his  bargain.  The  fequel  of 
the  ftory  proved  this  fellow's  fufpicion  to  be  too 
well  grounded ;  for  Lewis  *  revealed  our  whole 
fecret  to  the  deceafed  Lord  Strutt,  who,  in  re- 
ward of  his  treachery  and  revenge  to  Frog  and 
me,  fettled  his  whole  eftate  upon  the  prelent  Phi- 
lip Baboon.  Then  we  under  flood  what  he  meant 
by  piercing  the  map. 

Mrs  Bull.  And  was  you  furprifed  at  this  ?  Had 
not  Lord  Strutt  reafon  to  be  angry  ?    Would  you 

have 

*  It  is  fufpefted,  that  the  French  King  intended  to  take  the 
•whole ;  and  that  he  revealed  the  fecret  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
upon  which  the  will  was  made  in  favour  of  his  jjrandfon. 
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have  been  contented  to  have  been  fo-  ufed  your- 
felf  ? 

J.  Bull.  Why,  truly,  wife,  it  was  not  eafily  re- 
conciled to  the  common  methods  ;  but  then  it 
was  the  famion  to  do  fuch  things.  J  have  read 
of  your  golden  age,  your  iilver  age,  &c.  one 
might  juftly  call  this  the  age  of  lawyers.  There 
was  hardly  a  man  of  fubftance  in  all  the  country, 
but  had  a  counterfeit  *  that  pretended  to  bis  fffcite. 
As  the  philofophers  fry,  that  there  is  a  duplicate 
of  every  terreftrial  animal  at  fea,  fa  it  was  in  this 
age  of  the  lawyers,  there  was  at  leaft  two  of  every 
thing ;  nay,  on  my  confcience,  I  think  there 
were  three  Efquire  Hackums  f  at  o-ne  time.  In 
Ihort,  it  was-ufual  for  a  parcel  of  fellows  to  meet 
and  difpofe  of  the  whole  eftates  in  the  country  : 
This  lies  convenient  for  me,  Tom  :  Thou  ivouldji  do 
more  good  ivith  that,  Dick,  than  tbe  eld  fellow  it; at 
has  it.  bo  to  law  they  went  with  the  true  own- 
ers ;  the  lawyers  got  well  by  it ;  every  body  elfe 
was  undone.  It  was  a  common  thing  for  an  ho- 
neft  man,  when  he  came  home  at  night,  to  find 
another  fellow  domineering  in  his  family,  hector- 

^3  * 

ing  his  fervants,  calling  for  lupper.  and  pretend- 
ing to  go  to  bed  to  his  wife.  la  every  houfe  you 
might  obferve  two  Sofia's,  quarrelling  who  was 
mailer.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  ft  ill  afraid  of 
the  fame  treatment,  and  that  I  ihould  find 
fbmebody  behind  my  counter  Jelling  my  broad 
cloth. 

H  3  Mrs  Bull, 

*  Several  pretenders  at  that  time.        f  Kings  of  IVJunti. 
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Mrs  Bull.  There  are  a  fort  of  fellows,  they 
call  banterers  and  bamboozlers,  that  play  fuch 
tricks  ;  but  it  feems,  thefe  fellows  were  in  ear- 
neft. 

J.  Bull.  I  begin  to  think,  that  _/«/?«•<?  is  a  better 
rule  than  conveniency  ;  for  all  fome  people  make 
fo  flight  on  it. 


CHAP.        VII. 

Of  the  hardJJjifts  Mrs  Bull  tuas  put  to,  to  preferve 
the  manor  of  Bullock's  Hatch  ;  with  Sir  Roger's 
method  to  keep  off"  importunate  duns  *. 

AS  John  Bull  and  his  wife  were  talking  toge- 
ther, they  were  furprifed  with  a  fudden 
knocking  at  the  door  :  *  Thofe  wicked  fcriveners 
'  and  lawyers,  no  doubr,  quoth  John  ;  and  fo  it 
was  :  Some  afking  for  the  money  he  owed,  and 
others  warning  to  prepare  for  the  approaching 
term.  *  What  a  curfed  life  do  I  lead  ?  quoth 

John* 

*  After  the  dilTolution  of  the  parliament,  the  finking  mini- 
{try  endeavoured  to  fupport  themfelves,  by  propagating  a  notion, 
that  the  public  credit  would  fuffcr  if  the  treafurer  Godolphin 
was  removed  ;  the  dread  of  this  event  produced  it :  The  monicd 
men  began  to  fell  their  (hares  in  the  hank  :  The  governor,  de- 
puty-governor, and  two  directors,  applied  to  the  Queen  to  pre- 
vent the  change;  the  alarm  became  genera],  and  all  the  public 
funds  gradually  funk.  Perhaps,  by  Bullock's  Hatch,  the  author 
meant  the  crown  lands;  fee  p.  104.  and  105. 
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John ;  *  debt  is  like  deadly  fin  :  For  God's  fake, 
*  Sir  Roger,  get  me  rid  of  the  fellows/  '  I'll 
'  warrant  you,  quoth  Sir  Roger,  leave  them  to 
'  me.'  And  indeed  it  was  pleafant  enough  to  ob- 
ferve  Sir  Roger's  method  with  thefe  importunate 
duns  ;  his  fincere  friend f hip  for  John  Bull  made 
him  fubmit  to  many  things  for  his  fervice,  which 
he  would  have  fcorned  to  have  done  for  himfelf. 
Sometimes  he  *  would  {land  at  the  door  with  his 
long  ftaff,  to  keep  off  the  duns  till  John  got  out 
at  the  back-door.  When  the  lawyers  and  tradef- 
men  brought  extravagant  bills,  Sir  Roger  ufed  to 
bargain  before-hand,  for  leave  to  cut  off  the  quar- 
ter of  a  yard  in  any  part  of  the  bill  he  pleafed ; 
lie  wore  a  pair  of  fciffars  in  his  pocket  for  this 
purpofe,  and  would  fnip  it  off  fo  nicely  as  you 
cannot  imagine.  Like  a  true  goldfmith,  he  kept 
all  your  holidays ;  there  was  not  one  wanting  in 
his  calendar  :  When  ready  money  was  fcarce,  he 
would  fet  them  a  telling  a  thoufand  pounds  in  fix- 
pences,  groats,  and  three-penny  pieces.  It  would 
have  done  your  heart  good  to  have  feen  him 
charge  through  an  army  of  lawyers,  attorneys, 
clerks,  and  tradefmen  ;  fometimes  with  fword  in 
hand,  at  other  times  nuzzling  like  an  eel  in  the 
mud.  When  a  fellow  ftuck  like  a  bur,  that  there 
was  no  fhaking  him  off,  he  ufed  to  be  mightily 
inquilitive  about  the  health  of  his  uncles  and  aunts 
in  the  country  ;  he  could  call  them  all  by  their 
names,  for  he  knew  every  body,  and  could  talk 

,to 
*  Manners  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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to  them  in  their  own  way.  The  extremely  im- 
pertinent he  could  fend  away  to  fee  fome  ftrange 
fight,  as  the  dragon  of  Hockley  in  the  Hole ;  or 
bid  him  call  the  3oth  of  next  February.  Now 
and  then  you  would  fee  him  in  the  kitchen  *, 
weighing  the  beef  and  butter  \  paying  ready  mo- 
ney, that  the  maids  might  not  run  a-tick  at  the 
market,  and  the  butchers,  by  bribing  them,  fell 
damaged  and  light  meat.  Another  time  he 
would  flip  into  the  cellar,  and  gu age  the  cafks. 
In  his  leifure  minutes,  he  was  polling  his  books, 
and  gathering  in  his  debts.  Such  frugal  methods 
were  neceflary,  where  money  was  fo  fcarce,  and 
duns  fo  numerous.  All  this  while,  John  kept  his 
credit,  could  fhew  his  head  both  at  'Change  and 
Weftminfter-hall ;  no  man  protefted  his  bill,  nor 
refufed  his  bond  j  only  the  fharpers  and  fcrivcn- 
ers,  the  lawyers  and  other  clerks,  pelted  Sir  Roger 
as  he  went  along.  The  fquirters  were  at  it  with 
their  kennel  water,  for  they  were  mad  for  the  lofs 
of  their  bubble,  and  that  they  could  not  get  him 
to  mortgage  the  manor  of  Bullock's  Hatch.  Sir 
Roger  fhook  his  ears,  and  nuzzled  along,  well  fa- 
tisfied  within  himfelf,  that  he  was  doing  a  chari- 
table work  in  refcuing  an  honeft  man  from  the 
claws  of  harpies  and  bloodfuckers.  Mrs  Bull  did 
all  that  an  affectionate  wife,  and  a  good  houfewifc, 
could  do  ;  yet  the  boundaries  of  virtues  are  inJivi- 
fible  lines  j  it  is  impoffible  tO4  march  up  clofe  to  the 

frontiers 

*  Some  regulations  as  to  the  purveyance  in  the  Queen's  fa- 
mily* 
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frontiers  of  frugality,  without  entering  the  terri- 
tories of  parfimony.  Your  good  honfewives  are 
apt  to  look  into  the  minuteft  things ;  therefore 
fome  blamed  Mrs  Bull  for  new  heel-piecing  of  her 
fhoes  *,  grudging  a  quarter  a  pound  of  fonp  and 
fond  to  fcowr  the  rooms  ;  but  efpecially,  that  (he 
would  not  allow  her  maids  and  apprentices  the 
benefit  of  John  Bunyan  f,  the  London  Appren- 
tices, or  the  fcvcu  Champions  in  thu  bUck-ltucr, 


CHAP.        VIII. 

A  continuation  of  the  ccnverfatwn  betivixt  John  Bull 
and  his  vuife. 


Mrs  Bull.  TT  is  a  moft  fad  life  we  lead,  my  dear, 
J[_  to  be  fo  teazed,  paying  intereft  for 
old  debts,  and  ftill  contracting  new  ones.  How- 
ever, I  do  not  blame  you  for  vindicating  your  ho- 
nour, and  chaftizing  old  Lewis  :  To  curb  the  in- 
folent,  protect  the  opprefled,  recover  one's  own, 
and  defend  what  one  has,  are  good  effects  of  the 
law.  The  only  thing  I  want  to  know,  is,  how  you 
came  to  make  an  end  of  your  money,  before  you 
finiihed  your  fuit  ? 

J.  Bull.    I  was  told  by  the  learned  in  the  law, 
that   my  fuit  flood  upon  three  firm  pillars  ;  more 

money 

*  The  great  favings  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

f  Restraining  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  by  aft  of  parliament^ 
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money  for  more  Jaiv,  more  laiv  for  more  money,  and 
no  compofition.  More  money  for  more  law,  was 
plain  to  a  demonftration  ;  for  who  can  go  to  law 
without  money  ?  And  it  was  plain,  that  any  man 
that  has  money,  may  have  law  for  it.  The  third 
was  as  evident  as  the  other  two  ;  for  what  com- 
pofition could  be  made  with  a  rogue,  that  never 
kept  a  word  he  faid  ? 

Mrs  Hull.  I  think  you  are  moft  likely  to  get 
out  of  this  labyrinth  by  the  fecond  door,  by  want 
of  ready  money  to  purchafe  this  precious  com- 
modity :  But  you  feem  not  only  to  have  bought 
too  much  of  it,  but  have  paid  too  dear  for  what 
you  bought :  Elfe,  how  was  it  poffible  to  run  fo 
much  in  debt,  when,  at  this  very  time,  the  yearly 
income  of  what  is  mortgaged  to  thofe  ufurers, 
would  difcharge  Hocus's  bills,  and  give  you  your 
belly-full  of  law  for  all  your  life,  without  running 
one  fixpence  in  debt  ?  You  have  been  bred  up  to 
builnefs ;  I  fuppofe  you  can  cypher  ;  I  wonder 
you  never  ufed  your  pen  and  ink. 

J.  Bull.  Now  you  urge  me  too  far  ;  prithee, 
dear  wife,  hold  thy  tongue.  Suppofe  a  young  heir 
heedlefs,  raw,  and  unexperienced,  full  of  fpirit 
and  vigour,  with  a  favourite  paflion,  in  the  hands 
of  money  fcriveners  :  Such  fellows  are  like  your 
wire-drawing  mills  :  If  they  get  hold  of  a  man's 
finger,  they  will  pull  in  his  whole  body  at  laft, 
till  they  fqueeze  the  heart,  blood,  and  guts  out  of 
him.  When  I  wanted  money  f ,  half  a  dozen  of 

thefe 
f  Methods  of  preying  upon  the  neccffities  of  the  govemmeat. 
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thefe  fellows  were  always  waiting  in  my  anti- 
chamber,  with  their  fecurities  ready  drawn.  I  was 
tempted  with  the  ready,  fome  farm  or  other  went 
to  pot.  I  received  with  one  hand,  and  paid  it  a- 
way  with  the  other,  to  lawyers,  that  like  fo  many 
hell-hounds  were  ready  to  devour  me.  Then  the 
rogues  would  plead  poverty,  and  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney, which  always  ended  in  receiving  ninety  for 
the  hundred.  After  they  had  got  pofleflion  of 
my  beft  rents,  they  were  able  to  fupply  me  with 
my  own  money.  But  what  was  worfe,  when  I 
looked  into  the  fecurities,  there  was  no  claufe  of 
redemption. 

Mrs  Bull.  No  claufe  of  redemption,  fay  you  ? 
that's  hard. 

y.  Bull.  No  great  matter,  for  I  cannot  pay 
them.  They  had  got  a  worfe  trick  than  that ; 
the  fame  man  bought  and  fold  to  himfelf,  paid 
the  money,  and  gave  the  acquittance  ;  the  fame 
man  was  butcher  and  grafier,  brewer  and  butler, 
cook  and  poulterer.  There  is  fomething  ftill 
worfe  than  all  this  ;  there  came  twenty  bills  upon 
me  at  once,  which  I  had  given  money  to  dif- 
charge  ;  I  was  like  to  be  pulled  to  pieces  by  brew- 
er, butcher,  and  baker,  even  my  herb-woman 
dunned  me  as  I  went  along  the  ftreets.  (Thanks 
to  my  friend  Sir  Roger,  elfe  I  muft  have  gone  to 
gaol).  When  I  aflced  the  meaning  of  this,  I  was 
told,  the  money  went  to  the  lawyers  ;  counfel 
won't  tick,  Sir  ;  Hocus  was  urging  :  My  book- 
keeper fat  fotting  all  day,  playing  at  put  and  all- 
fours  : 
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fours  :  In  fhort,  by  griping  ufurers,  devouring 
lawyers,  and  negligent  fervants,  I  am  brought  to 
this  pafs. 

Mrs  Bull.  This  was  hard  ufage  !  but,  me- 
thinks,  the  leaft  reflection  might  have  retrieved 
you. 

J.  Bull.  It  is  true  :  Yet  confider  my  circum- 
ftances ;  my  honour  was  engaged,  and  I  did  not 
know  how  to  get  out :  Befides,  I  was  for  five 
years  often  drunk,  always  muddled  ;  they  carried 
me  from  tavern  to  tavern,  to  ale-houfes  and 
brandy-fhops,  and  brought  me  acquainted  with 
fuch  ftrange  dogs  !  f  There  goes  the  prettieft 

*  fellow  in  the  world  *,  fays  one,  for  managing 

*  a  jury  ;  make  him  yours.     There's  another  can 
'  pick  you  up  witnefTes :  Serjeant  fuch  a-one  has 
'  a  filver  tongue  at  the  bar.'     I  believe,  in  time,  I 
fliould  have  retained  every  {ingle  perfon  within 
the  inns  of  the  court.     The  night  after  a  trial,  I 
treated  the  lawyers,  their  wives  and   daughters, 
with  fiddlers,   hautboys,   drums,   and  trumpets. 
I  was  always  hot-headed  ;  then  they  placed  me  in 
the  middle,  the  attorneys  and  their  clerks  dancing 
about  me,  whooping,   and  hallowing,    Long  livt 
John  Bullt  the  glory  and  fupport  of  the  laiu  ! 

Mrs  Bull.  Really,  huiband,  you  went  through 
a  very  notable  courfe. 

J.  Bull.    One  of  thefe  things  that  firft  alarmed 

me,   was,  that  they  fhewed  a  fpite  f  againft  my 

i  poor 

*  Hiring  ftill  more  troops, 
f  Railing  again  ft  the  church. 
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poor  old  mother.     l  Lord,  quoth  I,  what  makes 

*  you  Ib  jealous  of  a  poor,  old,  innocent  gentle- 
1  woman,   that  minds  only  her  prayers,  and  her 

*  practice  of  piety  :  She  never  meddles  in  any  of 

*  your  concerns  ?    Foh,   lay  they,   to  fee  a  hand- 

*  fome,  briik,  genteel,  young  fellow,  Ib  much  go- 
1  vemed  by  a  doating  old  woman  !  why  don't  you 

*  go  and  fuck  the  bubby  ?   Do  you  conilder  Ihe 

*  keeps  you  out  of  a  good  jointure  ?  She  has  the 
'  beft  of  your  eftate  iettled  upon  her  for  a  rent 

*  charge  :  Hang  her,  old  thief,   turn  her  out  of 

*  doors,   feize  her  land,   and  let  her  go  to  law  if 
'  ilie  dares.'    *  Soft  and  fair,  gentlemen,  quoth  I: 

*  My  mother's  my  mother  ;  our  family  are  not 

*  of  an  unnatural  temper.     Though  I  don't  take 
'  all  her  advice,  I  won't  ieize  her  jointure ;  long 
f  may  me  enjoy  it,  good  woman  ;  I  don't  grudge 
{  it  her,  {he  allows  me  now  and  then  a  brace  of 
'  hundreds  for  my  law-fuit ;  that's  pretty  fair.' 
About  this  time  the  oL1.  gentlewoman  fell  ill  of  an 
odd  fort  of  a  diftemper  f  ;   it  began  with  a  cold- 
nefs  and  numbnefs  in  her  limbs,  which  by  degrees 
articled  the  nerves,   (I  think  the  phyficians  call 
them)  feized  the  brain,  and  at  laft  ended  in  a  ie- 
thargy.     It  betrayed  itfelf  at  iirft  in  a  fort  of  in- 
difference and  careleilhefs  in  all  her  actions,  cold- 
nefs  to  her  beft  friends,  and  an  averlion  to  ftir  or 
go  about  the  common  offices  of  life.     She,   that 
was  the   cleanlieit   creature   in  the  world,  never 
fhrunk,  now,   if  you  let  a  clofe-ftool  under  her 

VOL.  VII.  I  nofe. 

|  Carekllhefs  in  forms  and  discipline. 
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rofe.  She,  that  would  fometimes  rattle  off  her 
fervants  pretty  fliarply  •,  now,  if  {lie  law  them 
drink,  or  heard  them  talk  profanely,  never  took 
any  notice  of  it.  Inftead  of  her  ufual  charities  to 
deferving  peribnsy  ihe  threw  away  her  money 
upon  roaring,  fwearing  bullies  and  beggars  *,  that 
went  about  the  ftreets.  *  What  is  the  matter  with 

*  the  old  gentlewoman,  faid  every  body  ?  fhe  ne- 

*  ver  ufed  to  do  in   this  manner.'     At  laft  the 
diftemper   grew  more   violent  f,  and  threw  her 
downright  into  raving  fits  -,  in  which  fhe  Ihrieked 
out  fo  loud,  that  {he  difturbed  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood.    In  her  fits,  flie  called  upon  one  $u* 
William  :    *  Oh  I  Sir  William  f ,  thou  haft  betray- 
1  ed  me  !  killed  me  !  ftabbed  me !  fold  me  to  the 

*  cuckold  of  Dover-ftreet  !   See,  fee,   Gum  with 

*  his  bloody  knife  !    feize  him,    feize  him,   ftop 

*  him  !    Behold  the  fury  with  her  hilling  fnakes  ! 

*  Where's  my  fan  John  ?  Is  he  well,   is  he  well  ? 

*  poor     man,    I    pity    him  ; '     and    abundance 
more  of  fuch  ftrange  fluff,    that  no  body  could 
make  any  thing  of.     I  knew  little  of  the  matter ; 
for  when  I  enquired  about  her  health,  the  an- 
fwer  was,  *  that  me  was  in  a  good  moderate  way.' 
Phyficians  were  fent   for  in  hafte.     Sir  Roger, 
with  great   difficulty,  brought  Ratcliff ;    Garth 

came 

*  Difpofing  of  fotne  preferments  to  libertine  and  unprincipled 
ptrfons. 

f  The  too  violent  clamour  about  the  danger  of  the  church. 

^  Sir  William,  a  cant  name  of  Sir  Humphrey's  for  LordTrea- 
f \\i\r  Godplphin. 
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came  upon  the  firft  mefTage.  There  were  feveral 
others  called  in  ;  but,  as  uiual  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions,  they  differed  ftrangely  at  the  confultation. 
At  laft  they  divided  into  two  parties ;  one  iided 
with  Garth,  the  other  with  Ratcliff.  Dr  Garth  *  : 

*  This  cafe  feems  to  me  to  be  plainly  hyfterical ; 

*  the  old  woman  is  whimfical  j    it  is  a  common 
'  thing  for  your  old  woman  to  be  fo  ;  I'll  pawn 
'  my  life,  blifters,  with  the  fteel  diet,  will  recover 
'  her.'     Others    fuggefted   ftrong  purging,   and 
letting  of  blood,  becaule  fhe  was  plethoric.    Some 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay  the  old  woman  was  mad, 

*aftd  nothing  would  be  better  than  a  little  corporal 
correction.  Ratcliff  f  :  '  Gentlemen,  you  are  mif- 
'  taken  in  this  cafe  ;  it  is  plainly  an  acute  diftem- 
'  per,  and  fhe  cannot  hold  out  three  days,  unlefs 

*  ihe  is  fupported  with  ftrong  cordials.'     I  came 
into  the  room  with  a  good  deal  of  concern,  and 
afked  them,  what  they  thought  of  my  mother  ? 
'  In  no  manner  of  danger,  I  avow  to  God,  quoth 
'  Garth  ;   the  old  woman  is  hyfterical,  fanciful, 

*  Sir,  I  avow  to  Gad.'  I  tell  you,  Sir,  fays  Ratdiff, 
f  fhe   cannot  live  three   days  to  an  end,  unlefs 

*  there  is  fome  very  effectual  courfe  taken  with 

*  her  ;   fhe  has  a   malignant  fever.'     Then,  fool, 
puppy,  and  blockhead,  were  the  beft  words  they 
gave.     I  could  hardly  retrain  them  from  throw- 
ing the  ink-bottles  at  one  another's  heads.    I  for- 
got to  tell  you,  that  one  party  of  the  phyficians 

I  2  defired 

*  Garth,  the  Low-church  party. 
•    f  Ratcliff,  the  High-church  party. 
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cleared  I  would  take  my  fitter  Peg  into  the  houfe 
to  nurfe  her,  but  the  old  gentlewoman  would  not 
hear  of  that.  At  laft  one  phyfician  afked,  if  the 
lady  had  ever  been  ufed  to  take  laudanum  ?  Her 
maid  aniwered,  not  that  flie  knew  ;  but  indeed 
there  was  a  High-German  liveryman  of  hers,  one 
Yan  Ptfchirnfooker  *,  that  gave  her  a  fort  of 
quack  -  powder.  The  phyfician  defired  to  fee 

*  it :   Nay,  fays  he,  there  is  opium  in  this,  I  am 
'  fure.' 

Mrs  Bull.  I  hope  you  examined  a  little  into 
this  matter. 

J.  Bull.  I  did  indeed,  and  difcovered  a  great 
myftery  of  iniquity.  The  witnefles  made  oath, 
that  they  had  heard  fome  of  the  livery-men  * 
frequently  railing  a:  their  miftrefs.  '  They  faicl, 

*  fhe  was  a  tronblelame  fiddle-faddle  old  woman, 

*  and  fo  ceremonious,  that  there  was  no  bearing 

*  of  her.  They  were  fo  plagued  with  bowing  and 
'  cringing  as  they  went  in  and  out  of  the  room, 

*  that  there  backs  ached.     She  ufed   to  fcold  at 

*  one  for  his  dirty  fhoes,  at  another  for  his  greafy 

*  hair,  and  not  combing  his  head  :  That  fhe  was 

*  fo  paffionate  and  fiery  in  her  temper,  that  there 
'  was  no  living  with  her  ;   fhe  wanted   fomething 

*  to  fweeten  her  blood  :  That  they  never  had  a 
4  quiet  night's  reft,   for  getting  up  in  the  morn- 

*  ing  to  early  facraments  ;  they  wifhed  they  could 

'  «  find 

'*  Yan  Ptfcliirnfooker,  a  bilhop  at  that  time,  a  great  dealer  iu. 
politics  and  phyfic. 

f  The  clergy. 
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*  find  fome  way  or  another  to  keep  the  old  wo'*- 

*  man  quiet  in  her  bed.'     Such  difcourfes  were 
often  overheard  among  the  livery-men,     while 
the    faid    Yan    Ptfchirnfooker    had    undertook 
this  matter.      A  maid  made  affidavit,  *  That  ike 

*  had  feen  the  faid  Yan  Ptfchirnfooker,  one  of 

*  the    livery-men,     frequently    making    up  ot 

*  medicines,  and  adminiitering  them  to  all  the 

*  neighbours  j   that  {he   faw  him  one   morniiuj 

*  make  up  the  powder,  which  her  miftrefs  took  ; 

*  that  lhe  had  the  curioiity  to  aik  him,    whence 
4  he  had  the  ingredients  ?   They  come,  fays  he, 
'  from  feveral  parts  of   the   world  ;    dis  I  have 

*  from  Geneva^  dat  from  Rome,  this  white  pow- 

*  der  from  Amfterdam,  and  the  red  from  lidin- 
'  burgh-,  but  the  chief  ingredient   of. all  comes 

*  from  Turkey.'     It  was  like  wife  proved,  that  the 
faid  Yan  Ptfchirnfooker  had  been  frequently  fcea 
at  the  Pvofe  with  Jack,    who  was  known  to  bear 
an   inveterate   fpite    to    his   miftrefs  :    That   he 
brought  a  certain  powder  to  his  miftrefs,   which 
the  examinant  believes  to  be  the  fame,    and  fpoke 
the  following  words  :    *  Madam,   here   is   grand 

*  fecret  van  de  world,  my  fweetening  powder,  it 
'  does  temperate  de  humour,   defpel  de  windt, 
'  and  cure  de  vapour,  it  lulleth  and  quieteth  the 

*  animal    fpirits,    procuring    reft    and    plcafant 
'  dreams  :  It  is  de  infallible  receipt  for  de  icurvy, 

*  all  heats  in  de  bloodt,  and  breaking  out  upon  de 

*  fkin  :   It  is  de  true  blood-ftancher,  flopping  all 
4  fluxes  of  de  bloodt :  If  you  do  take  dis,   you. 

I  3  *  will: 
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'  will  never  ail  any  ding  ;  it  will  cure  you  of  all 
*  difeafes  :'  And  abundance  more  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  which  the  examinant  does  not  remember. 

JOHN  BULL  was  interrupted  in  his  ftory  by  a 
porter,  that  brought  him  a  letter  from  Nicholas 
Frog,  which  is  as  follows  : 


CHAP.      IX. 

A  copy  of  Nic.  Frog's  letter  to  John  Bull  *.. 

[John  Bull  reads']. 

FRIEND  JOHN, 

^^^1  fcneUum  is  tn^s>  tnat  makes  thee 
jealous  of  thy  old  friend  Nicholas  ? 
-'  Haft  thou  forgot  how  fome  years  ago  he  took 
'  thee  out  of  the  fpunging-houfe  f  ?'  [It  is  true, 
my  friend  NIC.  didfot  and  I  thank  him^  but  he  made 
me  pay  a  fwinging  reckoning],  '  Thou  beginneft 
'  now  to  repent  thy  bargain,  that  thou  waft  fo 

*  fond  of ;   and,  if  thou  durft,   wouldft  forfwear 

*  thy  own  hand  and  feal.     Thou  fayft,  that  thou 

*  haft  purchafed  me  too  great  an  eftate  already  j 

*  when,  at  the  fame  time,   thou  knoweft  I  have 

*  only  a  mortgage  :  It  is  true  I  have  poiTeffion, 

*  and  the  tenants  own  me  for  mafter ;  but  has 

f  not 

*  A  letter  from  the  S— s  G— I. 
j-  Alluding  to  the  Revolution. 
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'  not  Efquire  South  the  equity  of  redemption  ? ' 
[No  doubt ,  and  "will  redeem  it  very  fpeedily  ;  poor 
Nic.  has  only  pojfejjiony  eleven  points  of  the  law.'] 
f  As  for  the  turnpikes  *  I  have  fet  up,  they  are 
'  for  other  people,  not  for  my  friend  John  ;  I 

*  have  ordered  my  fervant  conftantly  to  attend, 
'  to  let  thy  carriages  through  without  paying  any 
'  thing  ;  only  I  hope  thou  will  not  come  too  heavy 

*  laden  to  fpoil  my  ways.     Certainly  I  have  juft 

*  caufe  of  offence  againft  thee,   my  friend,   for 

*  fuppofing  it  poUIble  that  thou  and  I  ihould  e- 
'  ver  quarrel :    What  hounds  foot  is  it  that  puts 

*  thefe  whims  in  thy  head  ?   Ten  thoufand  laft  of 

*  devils  haul  me,  if  I  don't  love  thee,  as  I  love  my 
'  life.'     [AT<5  queftion,  as  the  devil  loves  holy-water  !~] 
'  Does  not  thy  own  hand  and  feal  oblige  thee  to 
4  purchafe  for  me,   till  I  fay  it  is  enough  ?   Are 

*  not  thefe  words  plain  ?   I  fay  it  is  not  enough. 

*  Doft  thou  think  thy  friend  Nicholas  Frog  made 
'  a  child's  bargain  ?   Mark  the  words  of  thy  con- 
'  tract,   iota  pecunia,   with  all  thy  money.'      [  Very 
ivell !    I  have  pur  chafed  with   my  own  money ,    my 
children's,  and  my  grand-children's  money,  is  not  that 
enough  f  Well)  tota  pecunia,  let  it  be,  for,  at  pre- 
fent,  I  have  none  at  all ;   He  would  not  have  me  pur- 
chafe  'with  other  people's  money  fure  :   Since  tota  pe- 
cunia is  the  bargain^    I  think   it   is  plain,    no   more 
money,    no  more  purchafe.~\     *  And   whatever  the 

*  world  may  fay,   Nicholas  Frog  is  but  a  poor 

*  man,  in  comparifon  of  the  rich,   the  opulent 

'John 

*  The  Dutch  prohibition  of  trade. 
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'  John  Bull,  great  clothier  of  the  world.     I  have 
'  had  many  loflts  ;   lix  of  my  beft  fheep   were 

*  drowned,  and  the  water  has  come  into  my  cel- 

*  lar,   and  fpoiled  a  pipe  of  my  beft  brandy  :   It 
'  would  be  a  more  friendly  act  in  thee,  to  carry 
'  a  brief  about  the  country  to  repair  the  lofles 

*  of  thy  poor  friend.     Is  it  not  evident  to  all  the 

*  world,  that  I  am  ftill  hemmed  in  by  Lewis  Ba- 
'  boon  ?     Is   he   not  juft   upon    my  borders  ? ' 
\_And  fo  he  will  bey.  if  I  purchafe  a  thottfand  acres 
morey   unlefs  he  get  fomebody  betwixt  them.~\     '  I  tell 

*  thee  friend  John,  thou  haft  flatterers,  that  per- 

*  fuade  thee  that  thou  art  a  man  of  bufinefs  j  do 

*  not  believe  them  :  If  thou  wouldft  ftill  leave  thy 
'  affairs  in  my  hands,  thou  fhouldft  fee  how  hand- 

*  fomely  I  would  deal  by  thee.     That  ever  thou 
'  fhouldft.  be  dazzled  with  the  inchanted  iflands, 
'  and  mountains  of  gold,  that  old  Lewis  promifcs 
'  thee  !     'Dfwounds !  why  doft  thou  not  lay  out 
'  die  money  to  purchafe  a  place  at  court,  of  ho- 
'  neft  Ifrael  ?  I  tell  thee,  thou  mult  not  fo  much 

*  as  think  of  a  compofition.'     [JVb/  think  of  a  com- 
pofition  !  that's  hard  indeed ;  I  cannst  help  thinking  cf 
ity  if  I  would'}.     *  Thou  complaineft  of  want   of 

*  money ;   let  thy  wife  and  daughters  burn"  the 

*  gold-lace  of  their  petticoats  ^  fell  thy  fat  cattle  ; 

*  retrench  but  a  firloin  of  beef  and  a  peck-loaf  in 
'  a  week  from  thy  gormandizing  guts.'  {.Retrench 
my  beef,   a  dog!  retrench  my  beef  J    then  it  is  plain 
the  rafcal  has  an  ill  defign  upon  me,  he  would  Jlarve 
me}.     *  Mortgage  thy  manor  of  Bullocks-hatch, 

*•  or 
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'  or  pawn  thy  crop  for  ten  years.'  \_Arogue! 
part  with  ;;;y  cottntrytJkaty  my  patrimony ,  all  that  I 
have  left  in  the  ivorld ;  I'll  fee  him  hanged  frjL~] 
*  Why  haft  thou  changed  thy  attorney  ?  Can 
c  any  man  manage  thy  caufe  better  for  thee  ?  * 
f  Very  pleafaat !  becavfe  a  man  has  a  giod  attorney^ 
be  inif/f  never  make  an  end  of  his  laiv-fuit.'}  *  Ah, 
4  John  !  John  !  I  wbli  thou  kneweft  thy  own 
'  mind  j  thou  art  as  fickle  as  the  wind.  I  tell 
c  thee,  thou  hadft  better  let  this  compofition  a- 
J  lone,  or  leave  k  to  thy 

Loving  friend, 

NIC.   FROG, 


CHAP.       X. 

. 

Of  fame  extraordinary  things  *,.  that  pnftd  at  th» 
Salutation  Tavern,  in  the  conference  between 
Frogt  Efquire  South,  and  Leivis  Baboon. 


I  had  given  his  word,   that  he  would 

JL  meet  the  above-mentioned  company  at  the 
Salutation,  to  talk  of  this  agreement.  Though  he 
durft  not  directly  break  his  appointment,  he  made 
many  a  fhuffling  excufe  j  one  time  he  pretended 

to 

*  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  :  Tbe  difficulty  to  £et  them  to  meet. 
When  met,  the  Dutch  would  not  fpeak  their  fentiments,  nor 
the  French  deliver  in  thfir  propofals.  The  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
talked  very  high. 
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to  be  feized  with  the  gout  in  his  right  knee  : 
Then  he  got  a  great  cold,  that  ftruck  him  deaf  of 
one  ear  ;  afterwards  two  of  his  coach-horfes  fell 
fick,  and  he  durft  not  go  by  water  for  fear  qf 
catching  an  ague.  John  would  take  no  excufe, 
but  hurried  him  away  ;  *  Come,  Nic.  fays  he,  let's 
'  go  and  hear  at  leaft  what  this  old  fellow  has  to 

*  propofe  !'  1  hope  there's  no  hurt  in  that.     Be  it 

*  fb,  quctb  NIC.  but  if  I  catch  any  harm,   woe  be 

*  to  you  ;   my  wife  and  children  will  curfe  you-  as 
'  long  as  they  live.'     When  they  were   come  to 
the  Salutation,  John  concluded  all  was  fure  then, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  troubled  no  more  with  law 
affairs  ;  he  thought  every  body  as  plain  and  fin- 
cere  as  he  was.      *  Well,  neighbours,  quoth  hey 

*  let's  now  make  an  end  of  all  matters,  and  live 

*  peaceably  together  for  the  time  to  come ;  if  e- 

*  very  body  is  as  well  inclined  as  I,  we  fhall  quick- 

*  ly  come  to  the  upfhot  of  our  affair.'     And  fo 
pointing  to  Frog  to  fay  fbmething,   to  the  great 
furprize  of  all  the  company,  Frog  was  feized  with 
a  dead  palfy  in  the  tongue.     John  began  to  alk 
him  fome  plain  queftions,  and  whooped  and  hal- 
lowed in  his  ear.    (  Let's  come  to  the  point.    Nic. 
'  who  wouldft  thou  have  to  be   Lord  Strutt  ? 

*  would  thou  have  Philip  Baboon  ?'    Nic.  (hook 
his  head,    and  faid  nothing.     *  Wilt  thou  then 

*  have  Efquire  South  to  be  Lord   Strutt  ?'   Nic. 
fliook  his  head  a  fecond  time.     *  Then  who  the 

*  devil  wilt  thou  have  ?  fay  fomething  or  another.' 
Nic.  opened  his  mouth,  and  pointed  to  his  tongue, 

and 
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and  cried,  *  A,  a,  a,  a ! '  which  was  as  much 
as  to  fay,  he  could  not  fpeak.  John  Bull]. 
'  Shall  I  ferve  Philip  Baboon  with  broad-cloth, 
'  and  accept  of  the  composition  that  he  offers, 

*  with  the  liberty  of  his  parks  and  fifli-ponds  :' 
Then  Nic.  roared  like  a  bull,  {  O,  o,  o,  o  !'  John 
Bull].     '  If  thou  wilt  not  let  me  have  them,  wilt 

*  thou  take  them  thyfelf  ?'   Then  Nic.  grinned, 
cackled,  and  laughed,  till  he  was  like  to  kill  him- 
felf,  and  feemed  to  be  fo  pleafed,  that  he  fell  a 
friflcing  and  dancing  about  the  room.   John  Bull]. 
"*  Shall  I  leave  all  this  matter  to  thy  management, 

*  Nic.  and  go  about  my  bufinefs  ?'  Then  Nic.  got 
up  a  glafs,  and  drank  to  John,  fhaking  him  by  the 
hand,  rill  he  had  like  to  have  fhook  his  fhoulder 
out  of  joint.     John  Bull].     '  I  underftand  thee, 
'  Nic.  but  I  fhall  make  thee  fpcak  before  I  go.' 
Then  Nic.  put  his  finger  in  his  cheek,   and  made 
it  cry  buck  ,•  which  was  as  much  as  to  fay,   I  care 
not  a  farthing  for  thee.     John  Bull].     '  I  have 

*  done  Nic.  if  thou  wilt  not  fpeak,  I'll  make  mjr 

*  own  terms  with  old  Lewis  here.'     Then  Nic. 
lolled  out  his  tongue,  and  turned  up  his  bum  to 
him  ;  which  was  as  much  as  to  fay,  kifs 

John  perceiving  that   Frog  would  not  fpeak, 
turns  to  old  Lewis  :  '  Since  we  cannot  make  this 

*  obftinate  fellow  fpeak,  Lewis,  pray  condefc^nd 
'  a  little  to  his  humour,  and  fet  down  thy  mean- 

*  ing  upon  paper,  that  he  may  anfwer  h  in  ano- 
'  ther  fcrap. 

*  I  am  infinitely  forry,  quoth  Lewis,  that  it  hap- 

*  pens  fo  unfortunately ;  for  playing  a  little  at 

*  cudgels 
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'  cudgels  the  other  day,    a  fellow  has  given  me 
'  fuch  a  rap  over  the  right-arm,  that  I  am  quite 

*  lame  :  I  have  loft  the  ufe  of  my  fore-finger  and 
'  my  thumb,  fo  that  I  cannot  hold  my  pen.' 

jf.  ]$ulL     '  That's  all  one,    let  me  write  for 

*  you.' 

Leivis.     '  But  I  have  a  misfortune,  that  I  can- 

*  not  read  any  body's  hand  but  my  own.' 

%  Bull.  (  Try  what  you  can  do  with  your 
<  left-hand.' 

Lewis.     {  That's  impoffible  ;  it  will  make  fuch 

*  a  fcrawl,  that  it  will  not  be  legible.' 

As  they  were  talking  of  this  matter,  in  came 
Efquire  South  *,  all  drefied  up  in  feathers  and 
ribbons,  ftark  ftaring  mad,  brandi(hing  his  fword, 
as  if  he  would  have  cut  off  their  heads ;  crying, 
1  Room,  room,  boys,  for  the  grand  Efquire  of 

*  the  world  !    the  flower  of  Efquires  !    What  ! 
1  covered  in  my  prefence  ?    I'll  crufh   your  fouls, 
«  and  crack  you  like  lice!'     With  that  he  had 
like  to  have  ftruck  John  Bull's  hat  into  the  fire  ; 
but  John,    who  was   pretty  ftrong-fifted,    gave 
him  fuch  a  fqueeze  as  made  his  eyes  water.     He 
went  on  ftill  in  his  mad  pranks :   '  When  I  am 

*  Lord  of  the  univerfe,   the  fun  fhall  proftrate 

*  and  adore  me  !    Thou,  Frog,  fhah  be  my  bai- 

*  liff;  Lewis  my  tailor;    and  thou,  John  Bull, 

*  {halt  be  my  fool ! ' 

All  this  while  Frog  laughed  in  his  fleeve,  gave 
i  the 

*  The  archduke  was  now  become  Emperor  of  Germany;    be- 
-icg  unanimoufly  elected  upon  the  death  of  Jofeph  the  Firft. 
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the  Efquire  t'other  noggan  of  brandy,  and  clap- 
ped him  on  the  back,  which  made  him  ten  times 
madder. 

Poor  John  ftood  in  amaze,   talking  thus  to 
himfelf:    *  Well,   John,   thou  art  got  into  rare 

*  company  !   One  has  a  dumb  devil,  the  other  a 
c  mad  devil,  and  the  third  a  fpirit  of  infirmity. 
'  An  honed  man  has  a  fine  time  on't  among  fuch 
c  rogues.     What  art  thou  afking  of  them,  after 
'  all  ?  Some  mighty  boon,  one  would  think  !  on- 
'  ly  to  fit  quietly  at  thy  own  fire-fide.     'Sdeath, 
'  what   have  I  to  do  with  fuch  fellows  !   John 

*  Bull,   after  all  his  lofies  and  croiles,   can  live 
'  better  without   them,    than  they  can  without 
c  him.      Would    to     God    I   lived    a   thoufand 

*  leagues  off  them  !  but  the  devil's  in't,  John  Bull 

*  is  in,  and  John  Bull  muft  get  out  as  well  as  he 
1  can.' 

As  he  was  talking  to  himfelf,  he  obferved  Frog 
and  old  Lewis  edging  towards  one  another  to 
whifper  *  ;  fo  that  John  was  forced  to  fit  with 
his  arms  a-kimbo,  to  keep  them  afunder. 

Some  people  advifed  ohn  to  blood  Frog  un- 
der the  tongue,  or  to  take  away  his  bread  and 
butter,  which  would  certainly  make  him  fpeak ; 
to  give  Efquire  South  hellebore ;  as  for  Lewis, 
fome  were  foremolient  pultefits,  others  for  open- 
ing his  arm  with  an  incifion-knife. 

VOL.  VII.  K  CHAP. 

*  Some  attempts  «f  ftcret  negotiation  between  the  French 
and  the  Dutch. 
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CHAP.         XI  *. 

The  apprehending,  examination,  and  itnprifonment  of 
Jack,  for  fufpicion  of  poifoning. 


THE  attentive  reader  cannot  have  forgot,  that 
the  ftory  of  Yan  Ptfchirnfooker's  powder 
was  interrupted  by  a  meflage  from  Frog.  I  have 
a  natural  compaffion  for  curiofity,  being  much 
n-oubled  with  the  diftemper  myfelf ;  therefore,  to 
gratify  that  uneafy  itching  fenfation  in  my  reader, 
I  have  procured  the  following  account  of  that 
matter. 

Yan  Ptfchirnfooker  came  off  (as  rogues  ufually 
tlo  upon  fuch  occafions)  by  peaching  his  partner, 
and  being  extremely  forward  to  bring  him  to  the 

gallows. 

**  The  receiving  the  holy  fcorarrent,  as  adminiftered  by  the 
church  of  England  once  at  lealt  in  every  year,  having  been  made 
a  necefiary  qualification  for  places  of  tmft  and  profit,  many  of 
the  Difllntcrs  came  to  the  altar,  merely  for  this  purpofe.  A 
bill  to  prevent  this  practice  had  been  three  times  brought  into 
the  Houfe,  and  reje£ted,  under  the  title  of  A  bill  to  prevent  occa- 
Jitaal  conformity.  But  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  having  brought 
it  in  a  fourth  time  under  another  name,  and  with  the  addition 
of  fuch  claufes  as  were,  faid  to  enlarge  the  toleration,  and  to  .be 
a  further  fecurity  to  the  proteftant  fuccefflon,  the  Whigs,  whofe 
caufe  the  Earl  then  appeared  to  efpoufe,  were  perfuaded  to  con- 
cur;  fame,  becaufe  they  were  indeed  willing  that  the  bill  fhould 
pafs ;  and  others,  l.ecaule  they  believed  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
\vould  at  laft  procure  it  to  be  thrown  out.  The  four  follow-in  r 
chapters  contain  the  hiltory  of  this  tranfa&ion. 
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gallows.  Jack  was  accufed  as  the  contriver  of  all 
the  roguery  *.  And  indeed  it  happened  unfor- 
tunately for  the  poor  fellow,  that  he  was  known 
to  bear  a  molt  inveterate  fpite  againft  the  old 
gentlewoman ;  and  confequently,  that  never  any 
ill  accident  happened  to  her,  but  lie  was  fufpected 
to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it.  If  fhe  pricked  her  fin- 
ger, Jack,  to  be  fare,  laid  the  pin  in  the  way  ;  if 
fome  noife  in  the  ftreet  difturbed  her  reft,  who 
could  it  be  but  Jack  in  fome  of  his  nocturnal 
rambles  ?  If  a  fervant  ran  away,  Jack  had  de- 
bauched him :  Every  idle  tittle-tattle  that  went  a- 
bout,  Jack  was  always  fufpected  for  the  author  of 
it :  However,  all  was  nothing  to  this  laft  affair,  of 
the  temperating,  moderating  powder. 

The  hue  and  cry  went  after  Jack  to  apprehend 
him  dead  or  alive,  where-ever  he  could  be  found. 
The  conftables  looked  out  for  him  in  all  his  ufual 
haunts  ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  Where  d'ye  think 
they  found  him  at  laft  ?  even  fmoaking  his  pipe 
very  quietly  at  his  brother  Martin's  ;  from  whence 
he  was  carried,  with  a  vaft  mob  at  his  heels,  before 
the  worfhipful  Mr  Juftice  Overdo.  Several  of 
his  neighbours  made  oath,  that  of  late  the  pri- 
foner  f  had  been  obferved  to  lead  a  very  difiblute 
life,  renouncing  even  his  ufual  hypocrify,  and 
pretences  to  fobriety  :  That  he  frequented  taverns 
K  2  and 

*  All  the  misfortunes  of  the  church  charged  upon  the  prefby- 
teviun  party. 

f  The  manners  of  the  dilTenters  changed  from  their  former. 
ftrlflnefs. 
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and  eating-houfes,  and  had  been  often  guilty  of 
drunkennefs  and  gluttony  at  my  Lord  Mayor's 
table  :  That  he  had  been  feen  in  the  company  of 
lewd  women  :  That  he  had  transferred  his  ufual 
care  of  the  engroffed  copy  of  his  father's  will,  to 
bank  bills,  orders  for  tallies,  and  debentures  *  : 
Thefe  he  now  affirmed,  with  more  literal  truth, 
to  be  meal  f ,  dr'u.k,  and  clotby  the  philcfopher's  Jlone> 
and  the  univerfal  medicine  :  That  he  was  Ib  far 
from  ihewing  his  cuftomary  reverence  to  the  ivillt 
that  he  kept  company  with  thofc  that  called  his 
father  a  cheating  rogue,  and  his  will  a  forgery  : 
That  he  not  only  fat  quietly,  and  heard  his  father 
railed  at,  but  often  chimed  in  with  the  difcourfe, 
and  hugged  the  authors  as  his  bofom  friends  \ : 
^That  in/lead  of  ajklng  Jor  blows  §  at  tLe  corners  of 
tbeJJreets,  he  now  beftowed  them  as  plentifully  as 
he  begged  them  before.  In  fhort,  that  he  was 
gi'ovn  a  mere  rake  ;  and  had  nothing  left  in  him 
of  old  Jack,  except  his  fnite  to  John  Bull's  mo- 
ther. 

Another  witnefs  made  oath,  That  Jack  had 
been  over-heard  bragging  of  a  trick  ||  he  had 
found  out,  to  manage  the  old  formal  jade,  as  he 
ufed  to  call  her.  *  Damn  this  numb-fcull  of 

*  mine,    quoth  he,   that   I   could   not   light   on   it 

*  fooner.    As  long  as  I  go  in  this  ragged  tattered 

'  coat, 

*  Dealing  much  in  (tock-jol)bing. 
•}•  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

\  Herding  with  clcifts  and  atheifts. 
§  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

[|  Getting  into  places,  and  church-preferments.,  by  occafional 
conformity. 
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c  coat,  I  am  fo  well  known,  that  I  am  hunted  a- 

*  way  from  the  old  woman's  door  by  every  bark- 
'  ing  cur  about  the  houfe ;  they  bid  me  defiance. 
'  There's  no  doing  mifchief  as  an  open  enemy;  I 

*  muft  find  Ibme  way  or  other  of  getting  within 
1  doors,  and  then  I  fhall  have  better  opportunities 

*  of  playing  my  pranks,   befidcs  the   benefit   of 

*  good  keeping.' 

Two  witnefles  fwore  *,  that  feveral  years  ago, 
there  came  to  their  mtftrefs's  door,  a  young  fellow 
in  a  tattered  coat,  that  went  by  the  name  of  Tfc- 
mothy  Trim,  whom  they  did  in  their  confcience 
believe  to  be  the  very  prifbner,  refembling  him  in 
fhape,  ftature,  and  the  features  of  his  counte- 
nance :  That  the  faid  Timothy  Trim,  being  takeu 
into  the  family,  clapped  their  miftrefs's.  livery  o- 
ver  his  own  tattered  coat :  That  the  faid  Timothy 
was  extremely  ofEcious  about  their  miftrefs's  per- 
fon,  endeavouring  by  flattery  and  tale-bearing  to 
let  her  againft  the  reft  of  the  fcrvants  t  No-body 
was  fo  ready  to  fetch  any  thing  that  was  wanted> 
to  reach  what  was  dropt :  That  he  ufed  to  fhove 
and  elbow  his  fellow-fervants,  to  get  near  his  mif- 
trefs,  efpecially  when  money  was  a  paying  or  re- 
ceiving ;  then  he  was  never  out  of  the  way  :  That 
he  was  extremely  diligent  about  every  body's  bu- 
fmefs,  but  his  own  :  That  the  faid  Timothy, 
while  he  was  in  the  family,  ufed  to  be  playing 
roguifh  tricks  j  when  his  miftrefs's  back  was. 
K  3  turned^ 

*  Betraying  the  interefts  of  the  church,  when  got  into  prefer- 
ments. 
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turned,  he  would  loll  out  his  tongue,  make 
mouths  and  laugh  at  her,  walking  behind  her  like 
Harlequin,  ridiculing  her  motions  and  geftures ; 
but  if  his  miftrefs  looked  about,  he  put  on  a 
grave,  demure  countenance,  as  if  he  had  been  in 
a  fit  of  devotion  :  That  he  ufed  often  to  trip  up 
flairs  fo  fmoothly,  that  you  could  not  hear  him 
tread,  and  put  all  things  out  of  order  :  That  he 
would  pinch  the  children  and  fervants,  when  he 
met  them  in  the  dark,  fo  hard,  that  he  left  the 
print  of  his  fore-finger  and  his  thumb  in  black 
and  blue,  and  then  flink  into  a  corner,  as  if  no- 
body had  done  it.  Out  of  the  fame  malicious  cle- 
fign,  he  ufed  to  lay  chairs  and  joint-ftools  in  their 
way,  that  they  might  break  their  nofes  by  falling 
over  them :  The  more  young  and  unexperienced 
he  ufed  to  teach  to  talk  faucily,  and  call  names. 
Dui-ing  his  ftay  in  the  family,  there  was  fo  much 
plate  miffing  :  Being  catched  with  a  couple  of  fil- 
ver  fpoons  in  his  pocket,  with  their  handles 
wrenched  off,  he  faid  he  was  only  going  to  carry 
them  to  the  goldfmith's  to  be  mended  :  That-the 
faid  Timothy  was  hated  by  all  the  honeft  fervants 
for  his  ill-conditioned,  fplenetic  tricks,  but  efpe- 
cially  for  his  flanderous  tongue ;  traducing  them 
to  their  miftrefs,  as  drunkards,  thieves,  and 
whore-ma-fters  :  That  the  faid  Timothy,  by  lying 
ftories,  ufed  to  fet  all  the  family  together  by  the 
ears,  taking  delight  to  make  them  fight  and  quar- 
rel j  particularly  one  day  fitting  at  table  *,  he 

fpoke 

*  The  original  of  the  diPdncYion  in  the  names  of  Low-church^ 
«iea  and  Hijjh-church-men. 
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fpoke  words  to  this  effect :  *  I  am  of  opinion, 

*  quoth  be,  that  little  ihort  fellows,  fuch  as  we 
'  are,    have  better  hearts,  and  could  beat  the  tall 
'  fellows  :  I  wifh  it  came  to  a  fair  trial ;  I  believe 
4  thefe  long  fellows,  as  fightly  as  they  are,  fhould 
'  find  their  jackets  well  thwacked.' 

A  parcel  of  tall  fellows,  who  thought  them- 
felves  affronted  by  the  difcourfe,  took  up  the 
quarrel,  and  to  it  they  went,  the  tall  men  and  the 
low  men,  which  continues  ftill  a  faction  in  the 
family,  to  the  great  diforder  of  our  miftrefs's  af- 
fairs :  The  laid  Timothy  carried  this  frolic  fo  far, 
that  he  propofed  to  his  miftrefs,  that  jfhe  fhould 
entertain  no  fervant  that  was  above  four  foot  fe- 
ven  inches  high ;  and  for  that  purpofe  had  pre- 
pared a  gaugevby  which  they  were  to  be  meafured. 
The  good  old  gentlewoman  was  not  fo  fimple  as 
to  go  into  his  project ;  (he  began  to  fmell  a  rat. 
'  This  Trim,  quoth  he,  is  an  odd  fort  of  a  fellow  ; 

*  methinks  he  makes  a  ftrange  figure  with  that 

*  ragged,  tattered  coat,  appearing  under  his  li- 
'  very  ;   cannot  he  go  fpruce  and  clean,  like  the 
'  reft  of  the  fervants  ?  The  fellow  has  a  roguiih 

*  leer  with  him,   which  I  do   not  like   by  any 
'  means  ;   beiides,   he  has   fuch  a  twang  in  his 
'  difcourfe,  and  an  ungraceful  way  of  fpeakiag 

*  through  the  nofe,   that  one  can  hardly  under- 
1  ftand  him  ;  I  with  the  fellow  be  not  tainted 
'  with  fome  bad  difeafe.'     The  witnelTes  farther 
made   oath,   that  the  faid  Timothy  lay   out  a- 
nights,  and  went  abroad  often  at  unfeafonable 

hours  ; 
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hours  ;  and  it  was  credibly  reported,  he  did  bu- 
finefs  in  another  family  :  That  he  pretended  to 
have  a  fqueamifli  ftomach,  and  could  not  eat  at 
table  with  the  reft  of  the  fervants,  though  this 
was  but  a  pretence  to  provide  fome  nice  bit  for 
himfelf;  that  he  refufed  to  dine  upon  falt-fiih, 
only  to  have  an  opportunity  to  eat  a  calf's  head 
(his  favourite  difh)  in  private  ;  that  for  all  his 
tender  ftomach,  when  he  was  got  by  himfelf,  he 
could  devour  capons,  turkeys,  and  fliioins  of 
beef,  like  a  cormorant. 

Two  other  witnefies  gave  the  following  evi- 
dence :  That  in  his  officious  attendance  upon  his 
miftrefs,  he  had  tried  to  flip  a  powder  into  her 
drink ;  and  that  he  was  once  catched  endeavour- 
ing to  ftifle  her  with  a  pillow  as  fhe  was  afleep  : 
That  he  and  Ptfchirnfooker  were  often  in  clofe 
conference  ;  and  that  they  ufed  to  drink  together 
at  the  Rofe,  where  it  feems  he  was  well  enough 
known  by  his  true  name  of  Jack. 

The  prifoner  had  little  to  fay  in  his  defence  : 
He  endeavoured  to  prove  himfelf  alibi;  fo  that 
the  trial  turned  upon  this  {ingle  queftion,  whe- 
ther the  faid  Timothy  Trim  and  Jack  were  the 
fame  perfon  j  which  was  proved  by  fuch  plain 
tokens,  and  particularly  by  a  mole  under  the  left 
pap,  that  there  was  no  withftanding  the  evi- 
dence ;  therefore  the  worfhipful  Mr  Juftice  com- 
mitted him,  in  order  to  his  trial. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT.        XII. 

HOUU  Jack' s  friends  came  to  vijit  him  in  prt/ont  and 
ivhat  advice  they  gave  him. 

JACK  hitherto  had  pafled  in  the  world  for  a 
poor,    fimple,    well -meaning,    half-witted, 
crack-brained  fellow.     People  were  ftrangely  fur- 
prifed  to  find  him   in  luch  a  roguery  j  that  he 
ihould  difouife  himfelf  under  a  falie  name,  hire 

w  * 

himfelf  out  for  a  fervant  to  an  old  gentlewoman, 
only  for  an  opportunity  to  poifon  her.  They 
laid,  that  it  was  more  generous  to  profefs  open 
enmity,  than,  under  a  profound  diflimulation,  to 
be  guilty  of  fuch  a  fcandalous  breach  of  truft, 
and  of  the  facred  rights  of  hofpitality.  In  fhort, 
the  aclion  was  univerfally  condemned  by  his  beft 
friends  :  They  told  him,  in  plain  terms,  that  this 
was  come  as  a  judgment  upon  him  ;  for  his  loofe 
life,  his  gluttony,  drunkennefs,  and  avarice,  tor 
laying  afide  his  father's  ivill  in  an  old  mouldy 
trunk,  and  turning  ftock-jobber,  news-monger, 
and  bufy-body  ;  meddling  with  other  people's  af- 
fairs, ihakingoffhis  old  ferious  friends,  and  keep- 
ing company  with  buffoons  and  pick-pockets,  his 
father's  fworn  enemies  :  That  he  had  beft  throw 
himfelf  upon  the  mercy  of  the  court  j  repent,  and 
change  his  manners.  To  fay  truth,  Jack  heard 
thefe  difcourfes  with  fome  compunction  ;  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  he  refolved  to  try  what  his  new  acquaint- 
ance would  do  for  him  :  They  fent  Habnkkuk 
Slyboots  *,  who  delivered  him  the  following  mef- 
fage,  as  the  peremptory  commands  of  his  trufty 
companions. 

Habakkuk.  Dear  Jack,  I  am  forry  for  thy 
misfortune  :  Matters  have  not  been  carried  on 
with  due  fecrecy  ;  however  we  muft  make  the 
beft  of  a  bad  bargain  :  Thou  art  in  the  utmoft 
jeopardy,  that  is  certain  ;  hang,  draw,  and  quar- 
ter, are  the  gentleft  things  they  talk  of.  How- 
ever, thy  faithful  friends,  ever  watchful  for  thy 
fecurity,  bid  me  tell  thee,  that  they  have  one  in- 
fallible expedient  left  to  fave  thy  life  :  Thou  mud 
know,  we  have  got  into  fome  underftanding  with 
the  enemy,  by  the  means  of  Don  Diego  ;  he  af- 
fures  us  there  is  no  mercy  for  thee,  and  that  there 
is  only  one  way  left  to  efcape  ;  it  is  indeed 
fomewhat  out  of  the  common  road  ;  however, 
be  aflured  it  is  the  refult  of  moft  mature  delibera- 
tion. 

Jack.  Prithee  tell  me  quickly,  for  my  heart 
is  funk  down  into  the  very  bottom  of  my  belly. 

Hab.  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  your 
friends,  that  you  make  as  if  you  hanged  yourf  elf  \  : 
They  will  give  it  out  that  you  are  quite  dead,  and 
convey  your  body  out  of  prifon  in  a  bier  -,  and 


*  Habakkuk  Slyboots,  a  certain  great  man  who  perfuaded 
the  diflenters  to  confent  to  the  bill  againft  occafional  conformity 
as  being  for  their  intereft. 

•f  Confent  to  the  bill  againft  oceafional  conformity 


Chap.  XII.       J  O  H  N    B  U  L  L.  119 

John  Bull,  being  bufied  with  his  law-fuit,- will  not 
enquire  further  into  the  matter. 

Jack.  How  d'ye  mean  ?  make  as  if  I  hanged 
myfelf  ? 

Hab.  Nay,  you  muft  really  hang  yourfelf  up, 
in  a  true  genuine  rope,  that  there  may  appear  no 
trick  in  it,  and  leave  the  reft  to  your  friends. " 

Jack.  Truly  this  is  a  matter  of  fome  concern  ; 
and  my  friends,  I  hope,  won't  take  it  ill,  if  I  en- 
quire a  little  into  the  means  by  which  they  intend 
to  deliver  me  ;  a  rope  and  a  noofe  are  no  jefting 
matters ! 

Hab.  Why  fo  miftruftful  ?  haft  thou  ever 
found  us  falfe  to  thee  ?  I  tell  thee,  there  is  one 
ready  to  cut  thee  down. 

Jack.  May  I  prefume  to  aflc  who  it  is,  that  is 
•entrufted  with  fo  important  an  office  ? 

Hal.  Is  there  no  end  of  thy  who's  and  thy 
why's  ?  That's  afecrel. 

Jack.  A  fecret,  perhaps,  that  I  may  be  fafely 
trufted  with,  for  I  am  not  tike  to  tell  it  again.  I 
tell  you  plainly,  it  is  no  ftrange  thing  for  a  man, 
before  he  hangs  himfelf  up,  to  enquire  who  is  to 
•cut  him  down. 

Hab.  Thou  fufpicious  creature  !  if  thou  muft 
needs  know  it,  I  tell  thee  it  is  Sir  Roger  *  :  He 
has  been  in  tears  ever  fince  thy  misfortune.  Don 
Diego  and  we  have  laid  it  fo,  that  he  is  to  be  in 

the 

*  It  was  given  out,  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  would  oppofe  the 
occafional  bill,  and  fo  lolc  his  credit  with  the  Tories;  and  the 
•Diflenters  did  believe  he  would  not  fufler  it  to  pafs. 
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the  next  room ;  and  before  the  rope  is  to  be  about 
thy  neck,  reft  fatisfied,  he  will  break  in  and  cut 
thee  down :  Fear  not,  old  boy  5  we'll  do  it,  I'll 
warrant  thee. 

Jack.  So  I  muft  hang  myfelf  up,  upon  hopes 
that  Sir  Roger  will  cut  me  down,  and  all  this  up- 
on the  credit  of  Don  Diego :  A  fine  ftratagem 
indeed  to  fave  my  life,  that  depends  upon  hang- 
ing ;  Don  Diego,  and  Sir  Roger  ! 

Hab.  I  tell  thee  there  is  a  myftery  in  all  this, 
my  friend,  a  piece  of  profound  policy ;  if  thou 
kneweft  what  good  this  will  do  to  the  common 
caufe,  thy  heart  would  leap  for  joy  :  I  am  fure 
thou  wouldft  not  delay  the  experiment  one  mo- 
ment. 

Jceck.  This  is  to  be  the  tune  of  all  for  the  bet- 
ter. What's  your  caufe  to  me,  when  I  am 
hanged  ? 

Hab.  Refractory  mortal  !  If  thou  wilt  not 
truft  thy  friends,  take  what  follows  :  Know  afTur- 
edly,  before  next  full  moon,  that  thou  wilt  be 
hung  up  in  chains,  or  thy  quarters  perching  upon 
the  moft  conlpicuous  places  of  the  kingdom. 
Nay,  I  don't  believe  they  will  be  contented  with 
hanging  :  They  talk  of  impaling,  or  breaking  on 
the  wheel  j  and  thou  chufeft  that,  before  a  gentle 
fufpending  of  thyfelf  for  one  minute.  Hanging 
is  not  fo  painful  a  thing  as  thou  imagineft.  I 
have  fpoke  with  feveral,  that  have  undergone  it ; 
they  all  agree  it  is  no  manner  of  uneafinefs  :  Be 
fure  thou  take  good  notice  of  the  fymptoms,  the 
i  relation 
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relation  will  be  curious.  It  is  but  a  kick  or  two 
with  thy  heels,  and  a  wry  mouth  or  fo  :  Sir  Ro- 
ger will  be  with  thee  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

Jack.  But  what  if  Sir  Roger  fliould  not 
come  ;  will  my  friends  be  there  to  fuccour  me  ? 

Hab.  Doubt  it  not  ;  I  will  provide  every 
thing  againfl  to-morrow  morning  ;  do  thou  keep 
thy  own  fecret;  fay  nothing:  I  tell  thee,  it  is 
abfotutely  neceflary  for  the  common  good,  that 
thou  fhouldft  go  through  this  operation. 


CHAP.         XIII. 

How  Jack  banged  hirnfelf  up  by  tie  perfuafton  of  his 
friends,  luho  broke  their  ivordsy  and  left  his  neck 
in  the  noofe. 


JACK  was  a  profefied  enemy  to  -implicit  faith, 
and  yet  I  dare  fay  it  was  never  more  ftrongly 
exerted,  nor  more  bafely  abufed,  than  upon  this 
occafion.  He  was  now  with  his  old  friends,  iu 
the  ftate  of  a  poor  difbanded  officer  after  a  peace, 
or  rather  a  wounded  foldier  after  a  battle  ;  like 
an  old  favourite  of  a  cunning  minifter  after  the 
job  is  over  ;  or  a  decayed  beauty  to  a  cloyed 
lover  in  queft  of  new  game  ;  or  like  a  hundred 
fuch  things,  that  one  fees  every  day.  There 
were  new  intrigues,  new  views,  new  projects  on 
foot  •,  Jack's  life  was  the  purchafe  of  Diego's 
VOL.  VII.  L  friendfhip, 
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friendship  *,  much  good  may  it  do  them.  The 
intereft  of  Hocus  and  Sir  William  Crawley,  which 
was  now  more  at  heart,  made  this  operation  upon 
poor  Jack  abfolutely  necelTary.  You  may  eafily 
gucfs,  that  his  reft  that  night  was  but  fmall,  and 
much  diiVurbed  ;  however,  the  remaining  part  of 
his  time  he  did  not  employ  (as  his  cuftom  was 
formerly)  in  prayer,  meditation,  or  finging  a 
double  verfe  of  a  pfalm  ;  but  amufed  himfelf  with 
difpofing  of  his  bank-ftock.  Many  a  doubt,  ma- 
ny a  qualm,  overfpread  his  clouded  imagination  : 

*  Muft  I  then,  quoth  he,  hang  up  my  own  per- 
'  fonal,  natural,    individual  felf,  with  thefe  two 

*  hands  ?    DurtiS  fermo  !  What  if  I  mould  be  cut 
'  down,  as  my  friends  tell  me  ?  There  is  fome- 
'  thing  infamous  in  the  very  attempt  j  the  world 
'  will  conclude  Ihad  a  guilty  confcience.      Is  it 
'  poffible  that  good  man,  Sir  Roger,  can  have  fo 

*  much  pity  upon  an  unfortunate  fcoundrel,  that 

*  has  pevfecuted  him  fo  many  years  ?  No,  it  can- 
'  not  be  ',  I  don't  love  favours  that  pafs  through 
'  Don   Diego's   hands.     On  the  other  fide,  my 
'  blood  chills  about  my  heart  at  the  thought  of 
'  thefe  rogues,  with   their   bloody   hands  grab- 

*  bling  in  my  guts,  and  pulling  out  my  very  en- 

*  trails  :  Hang  it,  for  once  I'll  truft  my  friends.' 
So  Jack  refolved  ;  but  he  had  done  more  wifely 
to  have  put  himfelf  upon  the  trial  of  his  country, 

and 

*  The  Earl  of  Kotting'iam  made  the  concurrence  of  the 
wbijs,  <o  bring  in  and  carry  this  bill,  one  of  the  conditions  of 
hi*  ending  in  their  caufe. 
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and  made  his  defence  in  form  :  Many  tilings 
happen  between  the  cup  and  the  lip  ;  witneffirs 
might  have  been  bribed,  juries  managed,  or  pro- 
fecution  flopped.  But  fo  it  w.is,  Jack  for  this 
time  had  a  fufficient  ftock  of  implicit  faith,  which 
led  him  to  his  ruin,  as  the  fequel  of  the  ftoiy 
fhews. 

And  now  the  fatal  day  was  come,  in  which  he 
was  to  try  this  hanging  experiment.  His  friends 
did  not  fail  him  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  fee  it 
put  in  practice.  Habakkuk  brought  him  a 
fmooth,  ftrong,  tough  rope,  made  of  many  a 
ply  of  wholefome  Scandinavian  hemp,  compactly 
twifted  together,  with  a  noofe  that  flipt  as  glib 
as  a  bird-catcher's  gin.  Jack  flirunk  and  gre\r 
pale  at  firft  fight  of  it  •,  he  handled  it,  he  mea- 
fured  it,  ftretched  it,  fixed  it  againft  the  iron- 
bar  of  the  window,  to  try  its  ftrength  ;  but  no 
familiarity  could  reconcile  him  to  it.  He  found 
fault  with  the  length^  uie  thJcknefs,  and  the 
twift  ;  nay,  the  very  colour  did  not  pleafe  him. 
*  Will  nothing  lefs  than  hanging  ferve,  quotk 
f  jfftck  ?  Won't  my  enemies  take  bail  for  my 
f  good  behaviour  ?  Will  they  accept  of  a  fine, 
'  or  be  fatisfied  with  the  pillory  and  imprifon- 
f  ment,  a  good  round  whipping,  or  burning  in 
«  the  cheek  ?' 

Hab.    Nothing  but    your  blood  will  appeafe 

their  rage  ;  make  hafte,  elfe  we  ihall  be  difco- 

vered.   There's  nothing  like  furprhing  the  rogues  : 

How  they  will  be  difappointed,  when  they  hear 

L  2  that 
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that  thou   haft    prevented   their    revenge,    and 
hanged  thine  own  felf  ! 

Jack.  That's  true  ;  but  what  if  I  fhould  do  it 
in  effigies  ?  Is  there  never  an  old  Pope  or  Pre- 
tender to  hang  up  in  my  ftead  ?  We  are  not  fo 
unlike,  but  it  may  pafs. 

Hab.  That  can  never  be  put  upon  Sir  Roger. 

Jack.  Are  you  fure  he  is  in  the  next  room  ? 
Have  you  provided  a  very  fharp  knife,  in  cafe 
of  the  worft  I 

Hab.  Doft  take  me  for  a  common  liar  ?  Be 
fatisfjed,  no  damage  can  happen  to  your  perfon  ; 
your  friends  will  take  care  of  that. 

Jack.  Mayn't  I  quilt  my  rope  ?  It  galls  my 
neck  ftrangely  :  Befides,  I  dont  like  this  running 
knot,  it  holds  too  tight,  I  may  be  ftifled  all  of  a 
fudden. 

Hub.  Thou  haft  fo  many  if's  and  and's  ;  pri- 
thee difpatch  j  it  might  have  been  over  before 
this  time. 

Jack.  But  now  I  think  on't,  I  would  fain  fet- 
tle fome  affairs,  for  fear  of  the  worft  :  Have  a 
little  patience. 

Hab.  There's  no  having  patience,  thou  art 
fuch  a  faintling,  filly  creature. 

Jack.  O  thou  moft  deteftable,  abominable /w/1 
five  obedience !  Did  I  ever  imagine,  I  fhould  be- 
come thy  votary  in  fo  pregnant  an  inftance  ? 
How  will  my  brother  Martin  laugh  at  this  ftory, 
to  fee  himfelf  outdone  in  his  own  calling  ?  He 
has  taken  the  doctrine,  and  le  ft  me  the  practice. 

No 
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No  fooner  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  but, 
like  a  man  of  true  courage,  he  tied  the  fatal  cord 
to  the  beam,  fitted  the  noofe,  and  mounted  up- 
on the  bottom  of  a  tub,  the  infide  of  which  he 
had  often  graced  in  his  profperous  days.  This 
footftool  Habakkuk  kicked  away,  and  left  poor 
Jack  Twinging,  like  the  pendulum  of  Paul's 
clock.  The  fatal  noofe  performed  its  office,  and 
with  moft  ftricl  ligature  fqueezed  the  blood  into 
his  face,  till  it  aflumed  a  purple  dye.  While  the 
poor  man  heaved  from  the  very  bottom  of  his 
belly  for  breath,  Habakkuk  walked  with  great 
deliberation  into  both  the  upper  and  lower  room 
to  acquaint  his  friends,  who  received  the  news 
with  great  temper,  and  with  jeers  and  feoffs  in^ 
ftead  of  pity.  '  Jack  has  hanged  himfelf,  quoth 

*  they!  Let  us  go   and  fee  how  the  poor  rogue 

*  fwings.'     Then  they  called   Sir  Roger.     *  Sir 
'  Roger,  quoth  Habakkuk,  Jack  has  hanged  him- 

*  felf,  make  hafte  a-nd  cut  him  down.'  Sir  Roger 
turned  firft  one   ear,    and  then  the  other,  not 
underftanding  what  he  faid. 

Hab.  I  tell  you,  Jack  has  hanged  himfelf  up. 

Sir  Roger.   Who's  hanged  ? 

Hab.  Jack. 

Sir  Roger.  I  thought  this  had  not  been  hang- 
ing clay. 

Hab.  But  the  poor  fellow  has  hanged  himfelf. 

Sir  Roger.  Then  let  him  hang.  1  don't  won- 
der at  it ;  the  fellow  has  been  mad  thefe  twenty, 
years.  With  this  he  flunk  away. 

L  3  Then' 
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Then  Jack's  friends  began  to  hunch  and  pufh 
one  another,  «  Why  don't  you  go  and  cut  the 
'  poor  fellow  down  ?  Why  don't  you  ?  And  why 

*  don't  you  ?  Not  I,   quoth  one ;  Not  J,  quoth  ano- 
'  tber ;  Not  I,    quoth  a  third ;  he   may  hang  till 

*  doomfday   before   I  relieve   him.'      Nay,  it  is 
credibly  reported,  that  they  were  ib  far  from  fuc- 
couring  their  poor  friend  in  this  his  difmal  cir- 
cumftance,  that  Pitfchirnfooker  and  feveral    of 
his  companions  went  in  and  pulled  him  by  the 
the  legs,  and  thumped  him  on  the  breaft.     Then 
they   began  to  rail  at  him  for  the  very!  thing 
which  they  had  advifed  and  justified  before,  -viz. 
his   getting  into   the  old   gentlewoman's  family, 
and  putting  on  her  livery.      The  keeper,  who 
performed  the  laft  office,  coming  up,  found  Jack 
fwinging  with  no  life  in  him  ;   he  |took  down  the 
body  gently,  and  laid  it  on  a  bulk,   and  brought 
out  the  rope  to  the  company.     *   This,  gentle- 

*  men,  is  the  rope  that  hanged  Jack  ;  what  muft 
'  be   done  with  it  I'     Upon  which  they  ordered 
it  to  be  laid  among  the  curiofities  of  Grefham- 
College  *,  and  it  is  called  Jack's  rope  to  this  very 
day.     However,   Jack  after  all  had  fome  fmall 
tokens  of  life  in  him,  but  lies  at  this  time  pair 
hope  of  a  total  recovery,  with  his  head  hanging 
on   one   fhoulder,    without   fpeech   or    motion. 
The  coroner's  inqueft,  fuppofing  him  to  be  dead, 
brought  him  in  non  compos. 

CHAP. 

*  Since  removed  with  the  Royal  Society  into  Crane-court  in 
Flect-ftretc. 
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CHAP.       XIV. 

The  conference  between  Don  Diego  and  John  Bull. 

DURING  the  time  of  the  foregoing  tranfac- 
tions,  Don  Diego  was  entertaining  John 
Bull. 

D.  Diego.  I  hope,  Sir,  this  day's  proceeding 
will  convince  you  of  the  fincerity  of  your  old 
friend  Diego,  and  the  treachery  of  Sir  Roger. 

y.  Bull.  What's  the  matter  now  ? 

D.  Diego.  You  have  been  endeavouring,  for 
feveral  years,  to  have  juftice  done  upon  that 
rogue  Jack  ;  but  what  through  the  remifihefs  of 
conftables,  juftices,  and  packed  juries,  he  has 
always  found  the  means  to  efcape. 

J.  Bull.  What  then  ? 

D.  Diego.  Conflder  then,  who  is  your  beft 
friend  ;  he  that  Would  have  brought  him  to  con- 
dign punifhtnent,  or  he  that  has  faved  him.  By 
my  perfuafion  Jack  had  hanged  himfelf,  if  Sir 
Roger  had  not  cut  him  down. 

y.  Bull.  Who  told  you  that  Sir  Roger  has 
done  fo  ? 

D.  Diego.  You  feem  to  receive  me  coldly  ; 
methinks  my  fervices  deferve  a  better  return. 

J.  Bull.  Since  you  value  yourfelf  upon  hang- 
ing this  poor  fcoundrel,  I  tell  you,  when  I  have 
any  more  hanging  work,  I'll  fend  for  thee  :  I 
have  fome  better  employment  for  Sir  Roger  :  In 

the 
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the  mean  time,  I  deflre  the  poor  fellow  may  be 
looked  after.  When  he  firft  came  out  of  the 
north  country  into  my  family,  under  the  pre- 
tended name  of  Timothy  Trim,  the  fellow  feeni- 
ed  to  mind  his  loom  and  his  fpinning-wheel,  'till 
fomebody  turned  his  head  ;  then  he  grew  fo 
pragmatical,  that  he  took  upon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  my  whole  family  :  I  could  never  order 
any  thing  within  or  without  doors,  but  he  muft 
be  always  giving  his  counfel,  forfooth  :  Never- 
thelefs,  tell  him,  I  will  forgive  what  is  paft  ;  and 
if  he  would  mind  his  bufinefs  for  the  future,  and 
not  meddle  out  of  his  own  fphere,  he  will  find 
that  John  Bull  is  not  of  a  cruel  difpofitiori. 

D.  Diego.  Yet  all  your  fkilful  phyficians  fay, 
that  nothing  can  recover  your  mother,  but  a 
piece  of  Jack's  liver  boiled  in  her  foup. 

J.  Bull.  Thofe  are  quacks  :  My  mother  ab- 
hors fuch  cannibals  food  :  She  is  iii  perfect 
health  at  prefent ;  I  would  have  given  many  a 
good  pound  to  have  had  her  fo  well  fome  time 
ago.  There  are  indeed  two  or  three  trouble- 
fome  old  nurfes  *,  that,  becaufe  they  believe  I 
am  tender  hearted,  will  never  let  me  have  a  quiet 
night's  reft  with  knocking  me  up  :  *  Oh,  Sir, 
'  your  mother  is  taken  extremely  ill !  fhe  is  fallen 
'  into  a  fainting  fit  !  fhe  has  a  great  emptinefs, 
'  wants  fuftenance  !'  This  is  only  to  recommend 
themfelves  for  their  great  care  :  John  Bull,  as 
fimple  as  he  is,  underftands  a  little  of  a  pulfe. 

CHAP. 

*  New  clamours  about  the  danger  of  the  church. 
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CHAP.       XV. 

Thefequel  of  the  meeting  at  tJ:e  Salutation  *, 


WHERE  I  think  I  left  John  Bull,  fitting 
between  Nic.  Frog  and  Lewis  Baboon, 
with  his  arms  a-kimbo,  in  great  concern  to 
keep  Levuis  and  Nic.  afunder.  As  watchful  as  he 
was,  Nic.  found  the  means  now  and  then  to  fteal 
a  whjfper,  and,  by  a  cleanly  conveyance  under 
the  table,  to  flip  a  fhort  note  into  Lewis's  hand  ; 
which  Lewis  as  flily  put  into  John's  pocket,  with 
a  pinch  or  a  jog,  to  warn  him  what  he  was  a- 
bout.  John  had  the  curiofity  to  retire  into  a 
corner  to  perufe  thefe  billet  doux  f  of  Nic.'s  ; 
wherein  he  found,  that  Nic.  had  ufed  great  free- 
doms both  with  his  intereft  and  reputation.  One 
contained  thefe  words  :  l  Deir  Lewis,  thou  feed 

*  clearly,  that   this    blockhead   can  never  bring 
'  his  matters  to  bear  :  Let  thee  and   me  talk  to- 

*  night  by  ourfelves  at  the  Rofe,  and  I'll  give 
'  thee  fatisfaflion.'    Another  was  thus  exprefled  ; 
f  Friend   Lewis,    has    thy  fenfe    quite   forfaken 
'  thee,  to  make    Bull   fuch   offers  ?    Hold   foil, 
(  part  with  nothing,  and  1  will  give  thee  a  better 

*  bargain,  -I'll  warrant  thee.' 

In 

*  At  the  congrefs  of  Utrecht. 

f  Some  offers  of  the  Dutch  at  that  time,  in  order  to   get  the 
negotiation  into  their  hands. 


130        THE    HIS  TORY    OF     Part  II. 

In  fome  of  his  billets  he  told  Lewis,  '  That 
c  John  Bull  was  under  his  guardianfhip  ;  that 

*  the  beft  part  of  his  fervants  were  at  his  com- 
'  mand ;  that  he  could   have  John  gagged  and 

*  bound  whenever  he  pleafed,  by  the  people  of 

*  his  own  family.'     In  all  thefe   epiftles,  block- 
head,  dunce,  afs,  coxcomb,   were  the  beft  epi- 
thets he  gave  poor  John.     In  others  he  threaten- 
ed, f  That  he  *,    Efquire  South,  and  the  reft 

*  of  the  tradefmen,  would  lay  Lewis  down  up- 
'  on  his  back,  and  beat  out  his  teeth,  if  he  did 

*  not  retire  immediately,  and  break  up  the  meet- 
'  ing.' 

I  fancy  I  need  not  tell  my  reader,  that  John 
often  changed  colour  as  he  read,  and  that  his 
fingers  itched  to  give  Nic.  a  good  flap  on  the 
chaps  j  but  he  wifely  moderated  his  choleric  tem- 
per. '  I  faved  this  fellow,  quoth  he,  from  the 
'  gallows,  when  he  ran  away  from  his  laft  ma- 
f  fter  f,  becaufe  I  thought  he  was  barfhly  treat- 
'  ed ;  but  the  rogue  was  no  fooner  fafe  under 
'  my  protection,  than  he  began  to  lie,  pilfer, 
«  and  fteal  like  the  devil  J.  When  I  firft  fet 
'  him  up  in  a  warm  houfe,  he  had  hardly  put 

*  up  his  iign,  when  he  began  to  debauch  my  beft 

*  cuftomcrs  from  me.     Then  it  was  his  coniiant 

*  practice  to   rob  my'  fiili-ponds  J,  not  only  to 

*  feed 

*  Threatening  that  the  Allies  would  carry  on  the  war,  with- 
out the  helj>  of  the  Englifti. 

f  The  King  of  Spain,  whofc  yoke  the  Dutch  threw  off  with 
the  afllftance  of  the  Englifli. 
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*  feed  his  family,  but  to  trade  with  the  fifhmon- 

*  gers  :  I  connived  at  the  fellow,  till  he  began  to 

*  tell  me  that  they  were  his  as  much  as  mine.    In 
{  my  manor  of  Eaftcheap  J,  becaufe  it  lay  at  fome 

*  diftance  from  my  conftant  infpecYton,  he  broke 

*  down   my  fences,   robbed   my  orchards,   and 

*  beat  my  fervants.     When  I  ufed  to  reprimand 

*  him  for  his  tricks,  he  would  talk  faucily,  lye, 
'  and  brazen  it  out,  as  if  he  had  done  nothing 

*  amifs.     Will  nothing  cure  thee  of  thy  pranks, 
'  Nic.  quoth  I  ?  I  (hall  be  forced  fome  time  or 
'  other  to  chaftife  thee.     The  rogue  got  up  his 

*  cane,  and  threatened  me,  and  was  well  thwack- 

*  ed  for  his  pains.     But  I  think  his  behaviour  at 

*  this  time  worft   of  all  ;    after   I  have  almoft 

*  drowned  myfelf  to  keep  his  head  above  water, 

*  he  would  leave  me  fticking  in  the  mud,  truft- 
'  ing  to  his  goodnefs  to  help  me  out.     After  I 
'  have  beggared  myfelf  with  his  troublefomc  law- 

*  fuit,  with  a  pox  to  him,  he  takes  it  in  mighty 

*  dudgeon,   becaufe  1  have  brought  him  here  to 

*  end  matters  amicably,  and  becaufe  I  won't  let 
1  him  make  me  over  by  deed  and  indenture  as 
'  his  lawful  cully  ;  which,  to  my  certain  know- 
'  ledge,  he  has  attempted  feveral  times.      But, 

*  after  all,  canft  thou  gather  grapes  from  thorns  ? 
'  Nic.  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  gentleman  ;  he 

*  is  a  tradefman,  a  felf-feeking  wretch.  But  how 

'  cameft 

\  \  \  Complaints  againft  the  Dutch  for  encroachment  in 
trade,  filhery,  Eaft  Indies,  &c.  The  war  with  the  Dutch  on, 
thefe  accounts. 
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'  cameft  thou  to  bear  all  this,  John  ?  The  reafon 
'  is  plain  ;  thou  conferred  the  benefits,  and  he 
'  receives  them  ;  the  firfl  produces  love,  and 

*  the  laft  ingratitude.     Ah  !   Nic.   Nic.  thou  art 
'  a  damned  dog,  that's  certain  :  Thou  knoweft 

*  too   well,  that  I  will  take  care  of  thee  ;  elfe 
'  thou  wouldft  not  ufc  me  thus.     I  won't  give 
'  thee  up,  it  is  true  ;  but  as  true  as  it  is,   thou 
'  (halt  not   fell  me,  according  to  thy  laudable 

*  cuftom.'     While  John  was  deep  in  this  folilo- 
quy,   Nic.  broke  out  into  the  following  proteft- 
ation. 

GENTLE  M  EN, 

*  I  believe,  every  body  here  at  prefent  will 

*  allow  me  to  be  a  very  juft  and  difinterefted  per- 
c  fon.     My  friend  John  Bull  here  is  very  angry 
'  with   me,  forfooth,  becau/e  I  won't  agree  to 
'  his  foolifh  bargains.      Now,   I  declare  to  all 

*  mankind,  I  (hould   be   ready  to   facrifice    my 
'  bwn  concerns  to  his  quiet  ;  but  the  care  of  his 

*  interefts,   and  that  of  the  honeft   trade/men  * 
•«  that   are  embarked   with  us,  keeps  me  from 
f  entering  into   this    compofition.      What  {hall 
«  become  of  thofe  poor  creatures  ?  The  thought 

*  of  their   impending  ruin  difturbs   my  night's 
'  reft,  therefore    I   defire   they   may   fpeak   for 
«  thcmfelves.     If  they  are  willing  to  give  up  this 
'  affair,  I  {han't  make  two  words  of  it.' 

1  John 

*  The  Allies. 
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John  Bull  begged  him  to  lay  nfide  that  immo- 
derate concern  for  him ;  and  withal  put  him  in 
mind,  that  the  intereft  of  thofe  tradefmen  had 
not  fate  quite  fo  heavy  upon  him  fome  years  ago 
on  a  like  occafion.     Nic.  anfwered  little  to  that, 
but  immediately  pulled  out  a  boatfwain's  whiftle. 
Upon  the  firft  whiff,  the  tradefmen  came  jump- 
ing into  the  room,  and  began  to  furround  Lewis, 
like  fo  many  yelping  curs  about  a  great  boar  ;. 
or,  to  ufe  a  modefter  fimile,  like  duns  at  a  great 
Lord's  levee,  the  morning  he  goes  into  the  coun- 
try.      One    pulled  him   by  his  fleeve,   another 
by  the  fkirt,   and  a  third  hollowed  in  his  ear  : 
They  began  to  afk  him  for  all  that  had  been 
taken  from  their  forefathers  by  ftealth,   fraud, 
force,  or  lawful  purchafe  :  Some  alked  for  ma- 
nors, others  for  acres,   that  lay  convenient  for 
them  ;  that  he  would  pull  down  his  fences,  level 
his  ditches  :  All  agreed  in  one  common  demand, 
that  he  fhould  be  purged,  fweated,  vomited,  and 
ftarved,  till  he  came  to  a  fizeable  bulk,   like  that 
of  his   neighbours  :   One   modefHy  aiked   him 
leave  to  call  him  brother  •,  Nic.  Frog  demanded 
two  things,  to  be  his  porter  and  his  fishmonger, 
to  keep  the  keys  of  his  gates,   and  furnifh  the 
kitchen.     John's  fifter  Peg  only  deiired,  that  he 
would  let  his  fervants  ling   pfalms  a  Sundays. 
Some  defcended  even  to  the  afking  of  old  cloaths, 
fhoes,  and  boots,  broken  bottles,   tobacco-pipes, 
and  ends  of  candles. 

*  Monfieur  Bull,  quoth  Lewis,  you  feem  to  be 

'  a  man  of  fome  breeding  j   for  God's  fake  ufe 

VOL.  VII.  M  «  your 
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*  your  intereft  with  thefe  meffieurs,  that  they 
«  would  fpeak  but  one  at  once  ;  for  if  one  had  a 

*  hundred  pair  of  hands,   and  as  many  tongues, 

*  he  cannot  fatisfy  them  all  at  this  rate.'      John 
begged  they  might  proceed  with  fome  method  ; 
then  they  flopped  all  of  a  fudclen,  and  would  not 
fay  a  word.     '  If  this  be  your  play,  quoth  Johnt 
f  that  we  may  not  be  like  a  quaker's  dumb  meet- 

*  ing,  let  us  begin   fome  diverfion  :  What  d'ye 

*  think  of   rouly-pouly,    or  a  country  dance  ? 

*  What  if  we  fhould  have  a  match  at  foot-ball  ? 
'  I  am  fure  we  fhall  never  end  matters  at  this 
'  rate.' 


CHAP.        XVI. 

How  John  Bull  and  Nic.  Frog  fettled  their  accompts. 


John  2?«//.TTVURING  this  general  cefTation  of 
M.  Jr  talk,  what  if  you  and  I,  Nic. 
fhould  enquire  how  money-matters  ftand  between 
us? 

Nic.  Frog.  With  all  my  heart,  I  love  exadT: 
dealing  ;  and  let  Hocus  audit ;  he  knows  how 
the  money  was  difburfed. 

J.  Bull.  I  am  not  much  for  that  at  prefent ; 
we'll  fettle  it  between  ourfelves :  Fair  and  fquare, 
Nic.  keeps  friends  together.  There  have  been  laid 
out  in  this  law-fuit,  at  one  time,  36000  pounds 

and 
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and  40000  crowns :  In  fome  cafes  I,  in  others  you, 
bear  the  greateft  proportion. 

Nir.  Right :  I  pay  three  fifths  of  the  greateft 
number,  and  you  pay  two  thirds  of  the  lefler 
number :  I  think  this  is  fair  and  fquare,  as  you 
call  it. 

J.  Bull.   Well,   go  on. 

Nic.  Two  thirds  of  36000  pounds  are  24000 
pounds  for  your  fhare,  and  there  remains  12000 
for  mine.  Again,  of  the  40000  crowns  I  pay 
24000,  which  is  two  fifths ;  24000  crowns  make 
6000  pounds ;  and  16000  crowns  make  4000 
pounds ;  1 2000  and  6000  make  1 8000  ;  and 
24000  and  4000  make  28000.  So  there  are 
18000  pounds  to  my  fhare  of  the  expences> 
and  28000  to  yours. 

After  Nic.  had  bamboozled  John  a  while 
about  the  18000  and  28000,  John  called  for 
counters  ;  but  what  with  flight  of  hand,  and  tak- 
ing from  his  own  fcore,  and  adding  to  John's, 
Nic.  brought  the  balance  always  on  his  own  fide. 

J.  Bull.  Nay,  good  friend  Nic.  though  I  ana 
not  quite  fo  nimble  in  the  fingers,  I  underftand 
cyphering  as  well  as  you.  I  will  produce  you  my 
accompts  one  by  one,  fairly  writ  out  of  my  own 
books :  And  here  I  begin  with  the  firft.  You 
muft  excufe  me,  if  I  don't  pronounce  the  law- 
terms  right. 

[John  reads."} 

For  the  expences  ordinary,  of  the  fuits,  fees,  to. 
judges,  puny  judges,  lawyers,  innumerable 
of  all  forts. 

M  2  Of 
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Of  extraor dinar tesy  as  follows,  per  accompt  : 

To  Efquire  South's  accompt,   for  pojl  termimtms 

To  ditto,   for  non  eft  faElums         - 

To  ditto,  for  noli  profequi's,  difcontintiancc,  and  re- 

traxit  - 

For  "writs  of  error  - 

Suits  of  conditions  unperformed 
To  Hocus,  for  dedimus  poisjlatt'm 
To  dittOi    for  a  capias  ad  compiitandum 
To  Frog's  new  tenants,  per  accompt  to  Hocus, 

for  audita  querelas  - 

On  the  faid  accompt,  for  writs  of  ejefiment  and 

diflringas  - 

To  Efquire  South's  quota,  for  a  return  of  a  non 

eft  invent  and  nitlla  habet  bona* 

To ,   for  a  pardon  in  forma  paitperis 

To  Jack,  for  a  meliits  inqnirendum^  upon  afelo  defe 

To  coach-hire  - 

For  treats  to  juries  and  witnefles 

John  having  read  over  his  articles,  with  the 
refpeclive  fums,  brought  in  Frog  debtor  to  him 
upon  the  balance  -  -  3382  12  oo 

Then  Nic.  Frog  pulled  his  bill  out  of  his  poc- 
ket, and  began  to  read  : 

Nicholas  Frog's  accompt. 

Remains  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  former  ac- 
compt : 

Paid  by  Nic.  Frog,  for  his  fhare  of  the  ordinary 
expcnces  of  the  fuit 

To 
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To  Hocus,   for  entries  of  a  rege  inconfulto 

To  John  Bull's  nephew,  for  a  venire  facias,  the; 

money  not  yet  all  laid  out 
To  coach-hire  for  my  wife  and  family,  and  the 

carnage  of  my  goods  during  the  time  of  this 

law-fuit  - 

For  the  extraordinary  expences  of  feeding  my 

family  during  this  law-fuit 
To  Major  Ab. 
To  Major  Will. 

And  fumming  all  up,  found  due  upon  the  ba- 
lance by  John  Bull  to  Nic.  Frog,  09  04  06 

J.  Bull.  As  for  your  venire  facias,  I  have 
paid  you  for  one  already  5  in  rhe  other  I  believe 
you  will  be  nonfuited,  I'll  take  care  of  my  ne- 
phew myfelf.  Your  coach-hire,  and  family  char- 
ges, are  moft  unreafonable  deductions  ;  at  that 
rate,  I  can  bring  in  any  man  in  the  world  my 
debtor.  But  who  the  devil  are  thofe  two  Majors^ 
that  confume  all  my  money  ?  I  find  they  always 
run  away  with  the  balance  in  all  accompts. 

Nic.  Frog.  Two  very  honeft  gentlemen,  I  af- 
fure  you,  that  have  clone  me  fome  fervice.  To 
tell  you  plainly,  Major  Ab.  denotes  the  greater 
ability,  and  Major  Will,  thy  greater  nvillingnefs  to 
carry  on  this  law-fuit.  It  was  but  reafonabls 
that  thou  fhouldft  pay  both  for  thy  power  and 
thy  pofitivenefs. 

J.  Bull.    I  believe,  I  mall  have  thofe  two  ho- 
seft  Majors  difcount  on  my  fide  in  a  little  time. 
M  i  Nic, 
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Nic.  Frog.  Why  all  this  higgling  with  thy 
friend  about  fuch  a  paltry  fum  ?  Does  this  be- 
come the  generofity  of  the  noble  and  rich  John 
Bull  ?  I  wonder  thou  art  not  afhamed.  O  Ho- 
cus !  Hocus  !  where  art  thou  ?  It  ufed  to  go 
anorher-guife  manner  in  thy  time.  When  a 
poor  man  has  almoft  undone  himfelf  for  thy 
fake,  thou  art  for  fleecing  him,  and  fleecing 
him  ;  is  that  thy  confcience,  John  ? 

y.  Bull.  Very  pleafant  indeed  !  It  is  well 
known  thou  retaineft  thy  lawyers  by  the  year, 
fo  a  frefh  law-fuit  adds  but  little  to  thy  expences  ; 
they  are  thy  cuftomers  *  ;  I  hardly  ever  fell  them 
a  farthing's  worth  of  any  thing  :  Nay,  thou  haft 
fet  up  an  eating-houfe,  where  the  whole  tribe  of 
them  fpend  all  they  can  rap  or  run.  If  it  were 
well  reckoned,  I  believe  thou  getteft  more  of  my 
money,  than  thou  fpendeft  of  thy  own  ;  how- 
ever, if  thou  wilt  needs  plead  poverty,  own  at 
leaft,  that  thy  accompts  are  falfe. 

Nic.  Frog.  No  marry  won't  I :  I  refer  my- 
felf  to  thefe  honeft  gentlemen  ;  let  them  judge 
between  us.  Let  Efquire  South  fpeak  his  mind, 
whether  my  accompts  are  not  right,  and  whe- 
ther we  ought  not  to  go  on  with  our  law-fuit. 

J.  Bull.  Confult  the  butchers  about  keeping 
of  Lent.  Doft  think,  that  John  Bull  will  be 
tried  by  piepowders  f  ?  I  tell  you  once  for  all, 

John 

*  The  money  fpent  in  Holland  and  FJanders. 
f  Court  of  Fiepowders  (curia  fcdls  ptdverizati}  is   a  court  of 
record  incident  to  every  affair ;  whereof  the  fteward  is  judge, 

and 
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John  Bull  knows  where  his  (hoe  pinches :  None 
of  your  Efquires  fhall  give  him  the  law,  as  long 
as  he  wears  this  trufty  weapon  by  his  fide,  or 
has  an  inch  of  broad  cloth  in  his  fhop. 

Nic.  Frog.  Why,  there  it  is  ;  you  will  be  both 
judge  and  party  ;  I  am  forry  thou  difcovcreft  fo 
much  of  thy  head-ftrong  humour  before  thefe 
ftrange  gentlemen  :  I  have  often  told  thee  it  would 
prove  thy  ruin  fome  time  or  other  :  Let  it  never 
be  faid,  that  the  famous  John  Bull  has  departed 
in  defpite  of  court. 

J.  Bull.  And  will  it  not  reflect  as  much  on 
thy  character,  Nic.  to  turn  barreter  in  thy  old 
days  ;  a  ftirrer  up  of  quarrels  amongft  thy  neigh- 
bours ?  I  tell  thee,  Nic.  fome  time  or  other  thou 
wilt  repent  this. 

But  John  faw  clearly,  he  fhould  have  nothing 
but  wrangling,  and  that  he  Ihould  have  as  little 
fuccefs  in  fettling  his  accompts,  as  ending  the 
compofition.  *  Since  they  will  needs  overload 
*  my  fhoulders,  quoth  Johnt  I  fhall  throw  down 
'  the  burden  with  a  fquafh  amongft  them,  take 
'  it  up  who  dares  ;  a  man  has  a  fine  time  of  it 
'  amongft  a  combination  of  {harpers,  that  vouch 
'  for  one  another's  honefty.  John,  look  to 
'  thyfelf  •,  old  Lewis  makes  reafonable  offers  ; 
'  when  thou  haft  fpent  the  fmall  pittance  that  is 

left, 

and  the  trial  is  by  merchants  and  traders  in  the  fair.  It  is  fo 
called,  becanfe  it  is  moft  ufnal  in  the  fummer,  and  becauft  of 
the  expedition  in  hearing  caufes ;  for  the  matter  is  to  be  done, 
complained  of,  heard,  and  determined,  the  fame  day,  that  is, 
before  the  duft  goes  off"  the  feet  of  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants. 
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'  left,  thou  wilt  make  a  glorious  figure,  when- 

*  thou  art  brought  to  live  upon  Nic.  Frog   and 

*  Efquire  South's  generofity  and  gratitude  :    If 
'  they   ufe  thee   thus,    when    they   want   thee, 
4  what  will  they  do  when  thou  wanteft  them  ? 

*  I  fay  again,  John,  look  to  thyfelf.' , 

JOHN  wifely  (lined  his  refentments,  and  told 
the  company,  that  in  a  little  time  he  mould  give 
them  law,  or  fomething  better. 

All.  Law  !  law  !  Sir,  by  all  means  *.  What 
is  twenty-two  poor  years  towards  the  finifhing, 
a  law-fuit  ?  For  the  love  of  God,  more  law,  Sir  ! 

J.  Bull.  Prepare  your  demands ;  how  many 
years  more  of  law  do  you  want,  that  I  may  order 
my  affairs  accordingly  ?  In  the  mean  while,  fare- 
well. 


CHAP.      XVII. 

JJoiu  John  Bull  found  all  his  family  in  an  uproar 
at  home  *. 


NIC.   Frog,  who   thought  of  nothing  but 
carrying  John   to  the  market,  and  there 
difpofing  of  him  as  his  own  proper  goods,  was 
mad  to  find  that  John  thought  himfelf  now  of 
age  to  look  after  his  own  affairs.     He  refolved 

to 

*  Clamours  for  continuing  the  war. 

t  Clamours  about  the  danger  of  the  fucceflion, 
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to  traverfe  this  new  pro] eel,  and  to  make  him 
uneafy  in  his  own  family.  He  had  corrupted  or 
deluded  moft  of  his  fervants  into  the  moft  extra- 
vagant conceits  in  the  world  ;  that  their  matter 
was  run  mad,  and  wore  a  dagger  in  one  pocket, 
and  poifon  in  the  other-,  that  he  had  Juki  his 
wife  and  children  to  Lewis,  di (inherited  his  heir, 
and  was  going  to  fetrle  his  t  hate -upon  a  frar'ifo- 
bsy  ;  that  if  they  did  not  look  after  their  mafter, 
he  would  do  forne  very  mifchicvous  thing. 
When  John  came  home,  he  found  a  more  fur- 
prizing  fcene  than  any  he  had  yet  met  with,  and 
that  you  will  fay  was  fornewhat  extraordinary. 

He  called  his  cook-maid  Betty  to  befpeak  his 
dinner  :  Betty  told  him, '  That  fhc  begged  his  par- 

*  don,  me  could   not  drefs  dinner,  till  flic  knew 

*  what  he  intended  to  do  with  his  will.'     *  "Why 
'  Betty,  quoth  Johnt   thou  art  not  run  mad,  art 
'  thou  ?   My  will  at  prefent  is   to  have  dinner.' 

*  That  may  be,   quoth  Betty  ,•  but  my  confcience 

*  won't  allow  me  to  drefs,  till  I  know  whether 

*  you  intend   to   do   righteous   things   by  your 
'  heir.'    '  I  am  forry  for  that,  Betty,  quoth  John, 

*  I  muft   find   fonie    body    elfe    then.'       Then 
he   called  John   the  barber.     *  Before  I  begin, 

*  quoth  John,    I   hope   your   honour   won't   be 

*  offended,   if  I  aik  you   whether  you  intend  to 
4  alter  your  will  ?  If  you   won't  give  me  a  pofi- 
f  tive   anfwer,  your   beard   may  grow  down  to 

*  your   middle,    for  me.'      *  'Igad,   fo   it   fhall, 

*  quoth  Bullj  for  I  will  never  truft  my  throat  in 

<  fuch 
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'•  fuch  a  mad  fellow's  hands.'  Where's  Dick 
the  butler  ?  '  Look  ye,  quoth  Dick,  I  am  very 
'  willing  to  ferve  you  in  my  calling,  d'ye  fee ; 
'  but  there  are  ftrange  reports,  and  plain-deal- 

*  ing  is  beft,  d'ye  fee  ;  I  muft  be  fatisfied  if  you 
*•  intend  to  leave  all  to  your  nephew,  and  if  Nic. 

*  Frog  is  ftill  your  executor,  d'ye   fee  ;  if  you 

*  will  not  fatisfy  me  to  thefe  points,  you  may 

*  drink  with  the  ducks.'     f  And  fo  I  will,  quoth 
'  Join,  rather  than  keep  a  butler  that  loves  my 

*  heir  better  than  myfelf.'    Hob  the  fhoe-maker, 
and  Pricket  the  taylor,  told  him,  c  They  would 
'  moft  willingly  ferve  him  in  their  feveral  ftations, 
'  if  he  would  promife  them  never  to  talk  with 
'  Lewis  Baboon,  and  let  Nicholas  Frog   linen- 

*  draper  manage  his  concerns ;  that  they  could 
'  neither  make  fhoes   nor  cloaths  to  any,  that 

*  were  not  in  good  correfpondence  with  their 

*  worthy  friend  Nicholas.' 

J.  Bull.  Call  Andrew  my  journey-man.  How 
goes  affairs,  Andrew  ?  I  hope  the  devil  has  not 
taken  pofTefiion  of  thy  body  too. 

Andrew.  No,  Sir  ;  I  only  defire  to  know  what 
you  would  do  if  you  were  dead  ? 

J.  Bull.  Juft  as  other  dead  folks  do,  Andrew. 
This  is  amazing  !  \_AJtdei, 

Andrew.  I  mean,  if  your  nephew  fhall  inherit 
your  eftate  ? 

J.  Bull.  That  depends  upon  himfelf.  I  fhall 
do  nothing  to  hinder  him. 

Andrew.  But  will  you  make  it  fure  ? 

J.  Bull. 
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J.  Bull.  Thou  meaneft,  that  I  fhould  put  him 
in  pofieffion  ;  for  I  can  make  it  no  furer  without 
that,  he  has  all  the  law  can  give  him. 

Andrew.  Indeed  poffeilion,  as  you  fay,  would 
make  it  much  furer ;  they  fay,  it  is  eleven  points 
of  the  law. 

JOHN  began  now  to  think  that  they  were  all 
enchanted  ;  he  enquired  about  the  age  of  the 
moon  ;  if  Nic.  had  not  given  them  fome  intoxi- 
cating potion,  or  if  old  mother  Jenifa  was  ftili 
alive  ?  '  No,  o'my  faith,  quoth  Harry,  I  believe 
'  there  is  no  potion  in  the  cafe,  but  a  little  aiirum 
'  potablle.  You  will  have  more  of  this  by  and 
'  by.'  He  had  fcarce  fpoke  the  word,  when  an- 
other friend  of  John's  accofted  him  after  the 
following  manner : 

*  Since  thofe  worthy  perfons,  who  are  as 
*  much  concerned  for  your  fafety  as  I  am,  have 
'  employed  me  as  their  orator,  1  defire  to  know 
'  whether  you  will  have  it  by  way  of  fyllogifm, 
'  enthytnem,  dilemma ,  orforites.' 

JOHN  now  began  to  be  diverted  with  their 
extravagance. 

J.  Bull.  Let's  have  forties  by  all  means  ; 
though  they  are  all  new  to  me. 

Friend.  It  is  evident  to  all  who  are  verfe'd  in 
hiftory,  that  there  were  two  fifters  that  played 
the  whore  two  thoufand  years  ago :  Therefore 
it  plainly  follows,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  John 
Bull  to  have  any  manner  of  intercourfe  with  Lewis 
Baboon :  If  it  is  not  lawful  for  John  Bull  to 

have 
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have  any  manner  of  intercourfe,  (correfpondencc, 
if  you  will,  that  is  much  the  fame  thing),  then,  a 
Jortioriy  it  is  much  more  unlawful  for  the  faid 
John  to  make  over  his  wife  and  children  to  the 
faid  Lewis  :  If  his  wife  and  children  are  not  to 
be  made  over,  he  is  not  to  wear  a  dagger  and 
ratfbane  in  his  pockets  :  If  he  wears  a  dagger  and 
ratfbane,  it  muft  be  to  do  uiifchief,  to  himfelf, 
or  fome  body  elfe  :  If  he  intends  to  do  mifchief, 
he  ought  to  be  under  guardians";  and  there  is 
none  fo  fit  as  myfelf,  and  fome  other  worthy 
perfons,  who  have  a  commiffion  for  that  purpofc 
from  Nic.  Frog,  the  executor  of  his  will  and 
teftament. 

jf.  Bull.  And  this    is   your  forties,   you  fay, 

With  that  he  fnatched  a  good  tough  oaken 

cudgel,  and  began  to  brandhh.  it ;  then  happy 
was  the  man  that  was  firft  at  the  door  :  Croud- 
ing  to  get  out,  they  tumbled  down  ftairs ;  and,  it 
is  credibly  reported,  fome  of  them  dropped  very 
valuable  things  in  the  hurry,  which  were  picked 
up  by  others  of  the  family. 

'  That  any  of  thefe  rogues,  quoth  John,  fhould 
c  imagine,  I  am  not  as  much  concerned  as  they 
'  about  having  my  affairs  in  a  fettled  condition, 
*  or  that  I  would  wrong  my  heir  for  I  know  not 
«  what !  Well,  Nic.  I  really  cannot  but  applaud 
'  thy  diligence  :  I  muft  own  this  is  really  a  pretty 
'  fort  of  a  trick ;  but  it  lhan't  do  thy  bufinefs  for 
'  all  that.' 

i  CHAP. 


Chap.  XVIIL     JOHN    BULL.         14$ 


CHAP.        XVIIL 

Ho°w  Lewis  Baboon  came  to  vi/it  John  Bully  and 
what  paffed  between  tkem  *. 

I  THINK  it  is  but  ingenuous  to  acquaint  the 
reader,  that  this  chapter  was  not  wrote  by  Sir 
Humphrey  himfelf,  but  by  another  very  able 
pen  of  the  univerlity  of  Grub-ftreet. 

JOHN  had  (by  fome  good  inftru&ions  given 
him  by  Sir  Roger)  got  the  better  of  his  cho- 
leric temper,  and  wrought  himfelf  up  to  a  great 
fteadinefs  of  mind,   to   purfue  his  own   intereft 
through  all  impediments  that   were  thrown  in 
the  way.    He  began  to  leave  off  fome  of  his  old 
acquaintance,    his  roaring   and   bullying   about 
the   ftreets  ;  he   put  on  a   ferious  air,   knit  his 
brows,  and,  for  the  time,  had  made  a  very  con- 
fiderable   progrefs   in    politics,    confidering   that 
he  had  been  kept  a  ftranger  to  his  own  affairs. 
However,  he  could   not  help   difcovering  fome 
remains   of  his  nature,   when   he   happened   to 
meet  with  a  foot-ball,  or  a  match  at  cricket ;  for 
which  Sir  Roger  was  fure  to  take  him  to  tafk. 
John  was  walking  about  his  room,  with  folded 
arms,   and  a  moft  thoughtful  countenance  :    His 
VOL.  VII.  N  fervant 

*  Private  negociations  about  Dunkirk* 
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iervant  brought  him  word,  that  one  Lewis  Ba- 
boon below  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him.  John  had 
got  an  impreffion,  that  Lewis  was  fo  deadly  cun- 
ning a  man,  that  he  was  afraid  to  venture  him- 
lelf  alone  with  him  :  At  laft  he  took  heart  of 
grace  ;  *  Let  him  come  up,  quoth  hf,  it  is  but 

*  flicking  to  my  point,  and  he  can  never  over- 

*  reach  me.' 

Lewis  Baboon.  Monfieur  Bull,  I  will  frankly 
acknowledge,  that  my  behaviour  to  my  neigh- 
bours has  been  fomewhat  uncivil ;  and  I  believe 
you  will  readily  grant  me,  that  I  have  met  with 
ufage  accordingly.  I  was  fond  of  back-fword 
and  cudgel-play  from  my  youth,  and  now  I  bear 
in  my  body  many  a  black  and  blue  gafh  and  fear, 
God  knows.  I  had  as  good  a  ware-houfe,  and 
as  fair  poflcffions,  as  any  of  my  neighbours, 
though  I -fay  it ;  but  a  contentious  temper,  flat- 
tering fervants,  and  unfortunate  ftars,  have 
brought  me  into  circumftances  that  are  not  un- 
known to  you.  Thefe  my  misfortunes  are 
heightened  by  domeftic  calamities,  that  I  need 
not  relate.  I  am  a  poor  tattered  old  fellow,  and 
I  would  willingly  end  my  days  in  peace :  Bur, 
alas  !  I  fee  but  fmall  hopes  of  that,  for  every 
new  circumftance  affords  an  argument  to  my 
enemies  to  purfue  their  revenge.  Formerly  I  was 
to  be  banged,  becaufe  I  was  too  ftrong ;  and  now, 
becaufe  I  am  too  weak  to  refill:  j  I  am  to  be 
brought  down  when  too  rich,  and  opprefTed 
when  too  poor.  Nic.  Frog  has  ufed  me  like  a 

Jconndrel } 
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fcoundrel ;  you  are  a  gentleman,  and  I  freely  put 
myfelf  in  your  hands,  to  difpofe  of  me  as  you 
think  fit. 

J.  Bull.  Look  you,  Mafter  Baboon,  as  to  your 
ufage  of  your  neighbours,  you  had  bell  not 
dwell  too  mXich  upon  that  chapter ;  let  it  fuifice 
at  prefent,  that  you  have  been  met  with :  You 
have  been  rolling  a  great  ftone  up  hill  all  your 
life,  and  at  laft  it  has  come  tumbling  down  till 
k  is  like  to>  crufh-  you  to  pieces  :  Plain-dealing  is 
beft.  If  you  have  any  particular  mark,  Mr  Ba- 
boon, whereby  one  may  know  when  you  fib,  and 
when  you  fpeak  truth,  you  had  beft  tell  it  me, 
that  one  may  proceed  accordingly ;  but  fince  at 
prefent  I  know  of  none  fuch,  it  is  better  that  you- 
fliould  truft  me,  than  that  I  fliould  trull  you. 

L.  Baboin.  I  know  of  no  particular  mark  of 
veracity  amongft  us  tradefmen,  but  intereft  ;  and 
it  is  manifeftly  mine,  not  to  deceive  you  at  this 
time  ;  you  may  fafely  truft  me,  I  can  allure  you. 

J.  Bull.  The  truft  I  give  is  in  fhort  this  :  I 
mnft  have  fomething  in  hand,  before  I  make  the 
bargain,  and  the  reft  before  it  is  concluded. 

L.  Baboon.  To  fliew  you  I  deal  fairly,  name 
your  fomething. 

J.  Bull.  I  need  not  tell  thee,  old  boy ;  thou 
can  ft  guefs. 

L.  Baboon.  Ecclefdown  caftle  *,  I'll  warrant 
you,  becaufe  it  has  been  formerly  in  your  fami- 
ly !  Say  no  more,  you  (hall  have  it. 

N  2  J.  Bull. 

*  Dunkirk. 
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y.  Bull.  I  fhall  have  it  to  ni'  own  felf  ? 

.L.  Baboon.  To  thy  n'  own  felf. 

y.  Bull.  Every  wall,  gate,  room,  and  inch  of 
Ecclefdown-caftle,  you  fay  f 

L.  Baboon.    Juft  fo. 

y.  Bull.  Every  fingle  ftone  of  Ecclefdown- 
caftle,  to  m'  own  felf,  fpeedily  ! 

L.  Baboon.  When  you  pleafe  5  what  needs 
more  words  ? 

y.  Bull.  But  tell  me,  old  boy,  haft  thou  laid 
afide  all  thy  equivocal*  and  mentals  in  this  cafe  ? 

L.  Baboon.  There's  nothing  like  matter  of 
fact ;  feeing  is  believing. 

y.  Bull.  Now  thou  talkeft  to  the  purpofe  ;  let 
us  {hake  hands,  old  boy.  Let  me  afk  thee  one 
queftion  more  ;  what  haft  thou  to  do  to  meddle 
with  the  affairs  of  my  family  ?  to  difpofe  of  my 
cftate,  old  boy  ? 

L.  Baboon.  Juft  as  much  as  you  have  to  do 
with  the  affairs  of  Lord  Strutt. 

y.  Bull.  Ay,  but  my  trade,  my  very  being 
was  concerned  in  that. 

L.  Baboon.  And  my  intereft  was  concerned  in 
the  other :  But  let  us  both  drop  our  pretences  ; 
for  I  believe  it  is  a  moot  point,  whether  I  am 
more  likely  to  make  a  Mafter  Bull,  or  you  a 
Lord  Strutt. 

y.  Bull.  Agreed,  old  boy  ;  but  then  I  muft 
have  fecurity,  that  I  fhall  carry  my  broad  cloth 
to  market,  old  boy. 

L.  Baboon.  That  you  fhall :  Ecclefdown-caftle  ! 
Ecckfdown  !  remember  that :  Why  wouldft  thou 

not 
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not  take  it,  when  it  was  offered  thee  fome  years 
ago? 

J.  Bull.  I  would  not  take  it,,  becaufe  they  told 
me  thou  would'ft  not  give  it  me. 

L.  Baboon.  How  could  Monfieur  Bull  be  fa 
grofly  abufed  by  downright  nonfenfe  ?  They  that 
advifed  you  to  refufe,  muft  have  believed  I  in- 
tended to  give,  elfe  why  would  they  not  make 
the  experiment  ?  But  I  can  tell  you  more  of  that 
matter,  than  perhaps  you  know  at  prefent. 

J.  Bull.  But  what  fay'ft  thou  as  to  the  Efquire 
Nic.  Frog,  and  the  reft  of  the  tradefmen  ?  I 
muft  take  care  of  them. 

L.  Baboon.-  Thou  haft  but  fmall  obligations  to 
Nic.  to  my  certain  knowledge  :  He  has  not  ufed 
me  like  a  gentleman. 

J.  Bull.  Nic.  indeed  is  not  very  nice  in  your 
punctilios  of  ceremony  ;  he  is  clownifh,  as  a  man 
may  fay:  Belching  and  calling  of  names  have 
been  allowed  him  time  out  of  mind,  by  prefcrip- 
rion  :  But,  however,  we  are  engaged  in  one  com- 
mon caufe,  and  I  muft  look  after  him. 

L.  Baboon.  All  matters  that  relate  to  him,  and 
the  reft  of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  law-fuit,  I  will; 
refer  to  your  juftice. 


N?  CHAP: 
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CHAP.       XIX. 

Nic.  Frog's  letter  to  John  Bull ;  -wherein  he  en- 
deavours to  vindicate  all  his  conduct,  iv-ith  relation 
to  John  Bull  and  the  lanu-fuit. 


NI C.  perceived  now  that  his  cully  had  elo- 
ped, that  John  intended  henceforth  to 
deal  without  a  broker  ;  but  he  was  refolved  to 
leave  no  ftone  unturned,  to  recover  his  bubble  : 
Amongft  other  artifices,  he  wrote  a  moft  oblig- 
ing letter,  which  he  fent  him  printed  in  a  fair 
character. 


DEAR  FRIEND,  * 

<  ~W~1TT~HEN  I  considered  the  late  ill  ufage  I 

*  V  V  have  met  with  from  you,  I  was  reflect- 
'  ing,  what  it  was  that  could  provoke  you  to  it ; 

*  but  upon  a  narrow  infpe£tion  into  my  conduct, 

*  I  can  find  nothing  to  reproach  myfelf  with,  but 

*  too  partial  a  concern  for  your  intereft.     You 

*  no  fooner  fet  this  competition  a-foot,  but  I  was 

*  ready  to  comply,    and   prevented   your   very 
'  wifhes  ;  and  the  affair  might  have  been  ended 

*  before  now,  had  it  not  been  for  the  greater 

concerns 

»  SuLflance  of  tiie  States'  letter. 
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*  concerns  of  Efquire  South,  and  the  other  poor 

*  creatures  embarked  in  the  fame  common  caufe, 
'  whofe  fafety  touches  me  to  the  quick.     You 

*  feemed  a  little  jealous,  that  I  had  dealt  unfairly 
'  with  you  in  money  matters,  'till  it  appeared  by 
'  your  accounts,  that  there  was  fomething  due  to 
'  me  upon  balance.     Having  nothing  to  anfwer  to 
'  fo  plain  a  demonftration,  you  began  to  com- 

*  plain,  as  if  I  had  been  familiar  with  your  repu- 

*  tation  ;  when  it  is  well  known,  not  only  I,   but 

*  the  meaneft  fervants  in  my  family,  talk  of  you 

*  with  the  utmoft  refpect.  I  have  always,  as  far  as 
'  in  me  lies,  exhorted  your  fervants  and  tenants 
'  to  be  dutiful ;    not  that   I  any  way  meddle  in 
'  your  domeftic  affairs,  which  were  very  unbecom- 

*  ing  for  me  to  do.     If  fome  of  your  fervants  ex- 
f  prefs  their  great  concern  for  you  in  a  manner 
'  that  is  fo  very  polite,  you  ought  to  impute  it  to 

*  their  extraordinary  zeal,  which  deferves  a  re- 
'  ward,  rather  than  a  reproof.     You  cannot  re- 

*  proach  me  for  want  of  iuccefs  at  the  Salutation, 

*  fince  I  am  not  mailer  of  the  paflions  and  inte- 

*  refts  of  other  folks.     I  have  beggared  myfelf 

*  with  this  law-fuit,  undertaken  merely  in  com- 

*  plaifance  to  you  ;  and  if  you  would  have  had 
'  but  a  little  patience,  I  had  flill  greater  things  in 
1  referve,  that  I  intended  to  have  done  for  you. 

*  I  hope  what  I  have  faid  will   prevail  with  you 
1  to  lay  afide  your  unreafonable  jealcrufies,   and 

*  that  we  may  have  no  more  meetings  at  the  Sa- 

*  lutation,  fpending  our  time  and  money  to  na 

*•  purpoie.. 
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*  purpofe.    My  concern  for  your  welfare  and  pro- 

*  fperity,  almoft  makes  me  mad.    You  may  be  af- 
'  fured,  I  will  continue  to  be 

*  Your  affectionate 

*  Friend  and  fervant, 

NIC.    FROG/ 

John  received  this  with  a  good  deal  of  fang 
froid  :  Tranfeat,  quoth  John,  cum  cateris  erroribus* 
He  was  now  at  eafe  ;  he  faw  he  could  now  make 
a  very  good  bargain  for  himfelf,  and  a  very  fafe 
one  for  other  folks.  "  My  fhirt,  quoth  he>  is  near. 

*  me,  but  my  fkin  is  nearer  :  Whilft  I  take  care  o£ 

*  the  welfare  of  other  folks,  no  body  can  blame 
'  me  to  apply  a  little  balfam  to  my  own  fores.     It 
'  is  a  pretty  thing,  after  all,  for  a  man  to  do  his 

*  own  bufinefs ;  a  man  has  fuch  a  tender  concern 
.'  for  himfelf,  there's  nothing  like  it.  This  is  fome- 
'  thing  better,  I  trow,  than  for  John  Bull  to  be 

*  {landing  in  the  market,  like  a  great  dray-horfe, 
'  with  Frog's  paws  upon  his  head. — What  ivill 
c  you  g'vf  me  for  this  beajl  ?    Serviteur  Nic.  Frog, 
'  you   may   kifs   my    backfide,,  if    you    pleafe. 

*  Though  John  Bull  has  not  read  your  Ariftotle's, 
'  Plato's,  and  Machiavel's,   he  can  fee  as  far  into 
'  a  mill-ftone  as  another. '    With  that  John  began 
to  chuckle  and  laugh,  till  he  was  like  to  have 
burft  his  fides. 

CH  API 
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CHAP.      XX. 

difcoarfe  *  that  pajjed  between  NIC.  Frsg  and 
Efquirc  Seuth)   which  John  Bull  ever heard. 


JOHN  thought  every  minute  a  year,  till  he  got 
into  Ecclefdown-caftle.  He  repairs  to  the  Sa- 
lutation, with  a  defign  to  break  the  matter  gently 
to  his  partners :  Before  he  entered,  he  overheard 
Nic.  and  the  Efquire,  in  a  very  pleafant  conference. 

Efq.  South.  Oh  the  ingratitude  and  injuftice  of 
mankind  !  that  John  Bull,  whom  I  have  ho- 
noured with  my  friendship  and  protection  fo  long, 
fhould  flinch  at  laft,  and  pretend  that  he  can 
difburfe  no  more  money  for  me  !  that  the  family 
of  the  Souths,  by  his  fneaking  temper,  fnould  be 
kept  out  of  their  own  ! 

Nic.  Frog.  An't  like  your  worfhip,  I  am  in 
amaze  at  it  ;  I  think  the  rogue  iliould  be  com- 
pelled to  his  duty. 

Efq.  South.  That  he  fhould  prefer  his  fcanda- 
lous  pelf,  the  duft  and  dregs  of  the  earth,  to  the 
profperity  and  grandeur  of  my  family  ! 

Nic.  Frog.  Nay  he  is  miftaken  there  too  j  for 
he  would  quickly  lick  himfelf  whole  again  by  his 

vails. 

*  Negociations  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Dutch,  for  con- 
tinuing the  war,  and  getting  the  property  of  Flanders. 
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vails.  It  is  ftrange  he  ftiould  prefer  Philip  Ba- 
boon's cuftom  to  Efquire  South's. 

Efq.  South.  As  you  fay,  that  my  clothier, 
that  is  to  get  fo  much  by  the  purchafe,  fhould 
refufe  to  put  me  in  poffeffion  ;  did  you  ever 
know  any  man's  tradefman  ferve  him  fo  before  ? 

Nic.  Frog.  No,  indeed,  an't  pleafe  your  wor- 
fhip ;  it  is  a  very  -unufual  proceeding :  And  I 
would  not  have  bsen  guilty  of  it  for  the  world. 
If  your  honour  had  not  a  great  ftock  of  modera- 
tion and  patience,  you  would  not  bear  it  fo  well 
as  you  do. 

Efq.  South.  It  is  moft  intolerable,  that's  cer- 
tain, Nic.  ;  and  I  will  be  revenged. 

Nic.  Frog.  Methinks  it  is  ftrange,  that  Philip 
Baboon's  tenants  do  not  all  take  your  honour's 
part,  confidering  how  good  and  gentle  a  mafter 
you  are. 

Efq.  South.  True,  Nic. ;  but  few  are  fenfible  of 
merit  in  this  world  :  It  is  a  great  comfort,  to 
have  fo  faithful  a  friend  as  thyfelf  in  fo  critical  a 
juncture. 

Nic.  Frog.  If  all  the  world  fhould  forfake  you, 
be  allured  Nic.  Frog  never  will ;  let  us  ftick  to 
our  point,  and  we'll  manage  Bull,  I'll  warrant 
ye. 

Efq.  South.  Let  me  kifs  thee,  dear  Nic.  I 
have  found  one  honeft  man  among  a  thoufand 
at  laft. 

Nic.  Frog.  If  it  were  poffible,  your  honour 
has  it  in  your  power  to  wed  me  ftill  clofer  to  your 
intereft. 

Efq. 
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Efq.  South.  Tell  me  quickly,  dear  Nic. 

Nic.  Frsg.  You  know  I  am  your  tenant ;  the 
difference  between  my  leafe  and  an  inheritance  is 
fuch  a  triSe,  as  I  am  fure  you  will  not  grudge 
your  poor  friend  ;  that  will  be  an  encouragement 
to  go  on  ;  betides  it  will  make  Bull  as  mad  as 
the  devil :  You  and  I  (hall  be  able  to  manage  him 
then  to  fome  purpofe. 

Efq.  Smth.  Say  no  more,  it  (hall  be  done,  Nic. 
to  thy  heart's  content. 

JOHN  all  this  while  was  liftening  to  this  comi- 
cal dialogue,  and  laughed  heartily  in  his  fleeve  at 
the  pride  and  fimplicity  of  the  Efquire,  and  the 
fly  roguery  of  his  friend  Nic.  Then,  of  a  fudden, 
bolting  into  the  room,  he  began  to  tell  them, 
that  he  believed  he  had  brought  Lewis  to  reafon- 
able  terms,  if  they  would  pleafe  to  hear  them. 

Then  they  all  bawled  out  aloud,  *  No  com- 
*  pofition  !  long  live  Efquire  South  and  the  law  !' 
As  John  was  going  to  proceed,  fome  roared, 
fome  (lamped  with  their  feet,  others  ilopt  their 
ears  with  their  fingers. 

Nay,  gentlemen,  quoth  John,  if  you  will  but 
ftop  proceeding  for  a  while,  you  {hall  judge  your- 
felves  whether  Lewis's  propofals  *  are  reafonable. 

All.  Very  fine  indeed  !  ftop  proceeding,  and 
fo  lofe  a  term  ! 

J.  feull.  Not  fo  neither  ;  we  have  fomething  by 
way  of  advance,  he  will  put  us  in  poffeflion  of 
his  manor  and  caftle  of  Ecclefdown. 

Nic. 

*  Propofals  for  ceflation  of  arjns,  and  delivery  of  Dunkirk. 
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Nic.  Frog.  What  doft  thou  talk  of  us  ?  thou 
meaneft  tbyfelf. 

J.  Bull.  When  Frog  took  pofTeffion  of  any 
thing,  it  was  always  faid  to  be  for  us  ,•  and  why 
may  not  John  Bull  be  us,  as  well  as  Nic.  Frog 
was  us  ?  I  hope  John  Bull  is  no  more  confined 
to  lingularity  than  Nic.  Frog  ;  or,  take  it  fo, 
the  conftant  doctrine  that  thou  haft  preached  up 
for  many  years,  was,  that  thou  and  I  are  one  ; 
and  why  muft  we  be  fuppofed  two  in  this  cafe, 
that  were  always  one  before  ?  It  is  impoffible  that 
thou  and  I  can  fall  out,  Nic.  we  muft  truft  one 
another  ;  I  have  trufted  thee  with  a  great  many 
things,  prithee  truft  me  with  this  one  trifle. 

Nic.  Frog.  That  principle  is  true  in  the  main  ; 
but  there  is  fom&fpedally  in  this  cafe,  that  makes 
it  highly  inconvenient  for  us  both. 

J.  Bull.  Thofe  are  your  jealouiies,  that  the 
common  enemies  fow  between  us  :  How  often 
haft  thou  warned  me  of  thofe  rogues,  Nic.  that 
would  make  us  miftruftful  of  one  another  ? 

Nic.  Frog.  This  Ecclefdown-caftle  is  only  a 
bone  of  contention. 

J.  Bull.  It  depends  upon  you  to  make  it  fo, 
for  my  part  I  am  as  peaceable  as  a  lamb. 

Nic.  Frog.  But  do  you  corafider  the  unwhole- 
fomenefs  of  the  air  and  foil,  the  expences  of  re- 
parations and  fervants,  I  would  fcorn  to  accept 
of  fuch  a  quagmire. 

J.  Bui!.  You  are  a  great  man,  Nic. ;  but  in  my 
circumftances,  I  muft  be  even  content  to  take  it 
as  it  is. 

*  Nk: 
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Nic.  Frog.  And  you  are  really  fo  filly  as  to  be- 
lieve the  old  cheating  rogue  will  give  it  you  ? 

J.  Bull.  I  believe  nothing  but  matter  of  faft. 
I  ftand  and  fall  by  that.  I  am  refolved  to  put 
him  to  it. 

Nic.  Frog.  And  fo  relinquish  the  hopefulleft 
caufe  in  the  world,  a  claim  that  will  certainly  in 
the  end  make  thy  fortune  for  ever  ! 

y.  Bull.  Wilt  thou  purchafe  it,  Nic.  ?  Thou 
{halt  have  a  lumping  pennyworth  5  nay,  rather 
than  we  fhould  differ,  I'll  give  thee  fomething 
to  take  it  off  my  hands. 

Nic.  Frog.  If  thou  wouldft  but  moderate  that 
hafty,  impatient  temper  of  thine,  thou  Ihouldft 
quickly  fee  a  better  thing  than  all  that.  What 
fhouldft  thou  think  to  find  old  Lewis  turned  out 
of  his  paternal  eftates,  and  the  manfion-houfe  of 
Clay-pool  *  ?  Would  not  that  do  thy  heart  good, 
to  fee  thy  old  friend  Nic.  Frog,  Lord  of  Clay- 
pool  ?  Then  thou  and  thy  wife  and  children 
{hould  walk  in  my  gardens,  buy  toys,  drink 
lemonade,  and  now  and  then  we  fhould  have  a 
country-dance. 

J.  Bull.  I  love  to  be  plain,  I'd  as  lieve  fee  my- 
fclf  in  Ecclefdown-caftle,  as  thee  in  Clay-pool.  I 
tell  you  again,  Lewis  gives  this  as  a  pledge  of  his 
fmcerity  ;  if  you  won't  ftop  proceeding  to  hear 
him,  I  will. 

VOL.  VII.  O  CHAP. 

*  Clay-pool,  Paris.     Lutetia. 
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CHAP.        XXI. 

The  reft  of  Nlc.'s  fetches  *,  to  keep  John  out  of  Ec- 
clefdoivn-caftle. 


"HEN  Nic.  could  not  clifluade  John  by 
argument,  he  tried  to  move  his  pity :  He 
pretended  to  be  tick  and  like  to  die ;  that  he 
ihould  leave  his  wife  and  children  in  a  ftarving 
condition,  if  John  did  abandon  him  ;  that  he  was 
hardly  able  to  crawl  about  the  room,  far  lefs 
capable  to  look  after  fuch  a  troublefome  bufinefs 
as  this  law-fuit ;  and  therefore  begged,  that  his 
good -friend  would  not  leave  him.  When  he 
law  that  John  was  ftill  inexorable,  he  pulled  out 
a  cafe-knife,  with  which  he  ufed  to  fnicker-fiaee, 
and  threatened  to  cut  his  own  throat.  Thrice  he 
aimed  the  knife  to  his  windpipe,  with  a  rnofl  de- 
termined threatening  air.  *  What  fignifies  life, 
'  quoth  he>  in  this  languHhing  condition  ?  It  will 
'  be  fome  pleafure,  that  my  friends  will  revenge 
'  my  death  upon  this  barbarous  man,  that  has 
'  been  the  caufe  of  it.'  All  this  while  John  look- 
ed fedate  and  calm,  neither  offering  in  the  leaft 
to  fnatch  the  knife,  nor  flop  his  blow,  truftihg 
to  the  tendernefs  Nic.  had  for  his  own  perfon  : 

When 

*  Attempts  to  hinder  the  cefldtion,  and  taking  pofleflion  of 
JL)  link  iik. 
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When  he  perceived,  that  John  was  immoveable 
in  his  purpofe,  he  applied  himfelf  to  Lewis. 

*  Art  thou,    quoth  he,   turned  bubble  in    thy 

*  old  age,  from  being  a  fharper  in  thy  youtix  ? 

*  What   occafion   halt  thou  to   give  up  Ecclci- 

*  down-caftle  to  John  Bull  ?  His  friendfhip  is  not 

*  worth   a   rufh  ;  give   it  me,   and  I'll  make  it 
'  worth  thy  while.     If  thou  diflikeft  that  pro- 
'  poiition,  keep  it  thyfelf.  I'd  rather  thou  fhouldft 

*  have  it  than  he.     If  thou  hearkened  not  to  my 

*  advice,  take  what  follows ;  Efquire  South  and 

*  1  will  go  on  with  our  law-fuit,  in  ipite  of  John 
'  Bull's  teeth.' 

L.  Baboon*  Moniieur  Bull  has  ufed  me  like  a 
gentleman  ;  and  I  am  refolved  to  make  good  my 
promife,  and  truft  him  for  the  confequences, 

Nic.  Frog.  Then  I  tell  thee  thou  art  an  old 
doating  fool. — With  that,  Nic.  bounced  up  with 
a  fpring  equal  to  that  of  one  of  your  nimbleit  tum- 
blers or  rope-dancers,  and  fell  foul  upon'  John 
Bull,  to  fnatch  the  cudgel  he  had  in  bis  hand  *, 
that  he  might  thwack  Lewis  with  it  :  John  held 
it  faft,  fo  that  there  was  no  wrenching  it  from 
him  :  At  laft  'Squire  South  buckled  too,  to  a£- 
fift  his  friend  Nic.  John  haled  on  one  fide,  and 
the  two  on  the  other  ;  fometimes  they  were  like 
to  pull  John  over  ;  then  it  went  all  of  a  fudden 
again  on  John's  fide  :  So  they  went  fee-fawing  up 
and  down,  from  one  end  of  die  room  to  the 
other.  Down  tumbled  the  tables,  bottles,  glaf- 
O  2  fes, 

*  The  Army. 
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fes,  and  tobacco-pipes :,  The  wine  and  the  tobac- 
co were  all  fpilt  about  the  room,  and  the  little 
fellows  were  almoft  trod  under  foot  ;  till  more 
of  the  tradefmen  joining  with  Nic.  and  the 
'Squire,  John  was  hardly  able  to  pull  againft 
them  all,  yet  would  he  never  quit  hold  of  his 
trufiy  cudgel ;  which,  by  the  contrary  force  of 
two  fo  great  powers,  broke  fhort  in  his  hands  *. 
Nic.  feized  the  longer  end,  and  with  it  began  to 
baftinado  old  Lewis,  who  had  flunk  into  a  cor- 
ner, waiting  the  event  of  this  fquabbie.  Nic. 
came  up  to  him  with  an  infolent  menacing  air, 
fo  that  the  old  fellow  was  forced  to  fkuttle  out 
of  the  room,  and  retire  behind  a  dung-cart. 
He  called  to  Nic.  '  Thou  infolent  jackanapes  t 

*  Time  was  when  thou  durft  not  have  ufed  me 
'  fo  :  Thou  now  takeft  me  unprovided  ;  but,  old 

*  and  infirm  as   I  am,  I  fhall  find  a  iveapon  by 
'  and  by  to  chaftife  thy  impudence.' 

When  John  Bull  had  recovered  his  breath, 
he  began  to  parly  with  Nic.  *  Friend  Nic.  I  am 
'•  glad  to  find  thee  fo  ftrong  after  thy  great  com- 
'  plaints  :  Really  thy  motions,  Nic.  are  pretty 

*  vigorous  for  a  consumptive  man.      As  for  thy 

*  worldly  aftairs,  Nic.  if  it  can  do  thee  any  fer- 

*  vice,  I  freely  make  over  to  thee  this  profitable 

*  laiu-ftiit,  and  I  defire   all  thefe  gentlemen   to 

*  bear  witnefs  to  this  my  a£t  and  deed.      Yours 

*  be  all  the  gain,  as  mine  has  been  the  charges  j 
*•  I  have  brought  it  to  bear  finely  :  However,  all 

<  I 

*  The  reparation  of  the  army. 
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'  I  have  laid  out  upon  it  goes  for  nothing ;  thou 

*  fhalt  have  it  with   all  its  appurtenances,  I  afk 

*  nothing  but  leave  to  go  home.' 

Nic.  Frog.  The  counfel  are  feed,  and  all 
things  prepared  for  a  trial ;  thou  lhalt  be  for- 
ced to  ftand  the  ifTue  :  It  fhall  be  pleaded  in  thy 
name  as  well  as  mine  :  Go  home  if  thou  can  ft, 
the  gates  are  fhut,  the  turnpikes  locked  *,  and- 
the  roads  barricadoed. 

J.  Bull.  Even  thefe  very  ways,  Nic.  that 
thou  toldeft  me,  were  as  open  to  me  as  thyfeif : 
If  I  can't  pafs  with  my  own  equipage,  what  can 
I  expert  for  my  goods  and  waggons  ?  I  am  de- 
nied parTage  through  thofe  very  grounds  that  I 
have  purchafed  with  my  own  money  :  However, 
I  am  glad  I  have  made  the  experiment  j  it  may 
ferve  me  in  fome  ftead. 

JOHN  BULL  was  fo  overjoyed  that  he  was  go- 
ing to  take  pofleflion  of  Ecclefdown,  that  no- 
thing could  vex  him.  *  Nic.  quoth  he,  I  am  juft 
'  a-going  to  leave  thee,  caft  a  kind  look  upon  me 
*'  at  parting.' 

NIC.  looked  four  and  grum,  and  would  not 
open  his  mouth. 

J.  Bull.    '•  I  wifh  thee  all  the  fuccefs  that  thy 

*  heart  can  defire,  that  thefe  honeft  gentlemen  of 
'-  the  long  robe  may  have  their  belly  full  of  law.' 

NIC.  could  ftand  it  no  longer,  but  flung  out 
of  the  room  with  difdain,  and  beckoned  the 
lawyers  to  follow  him. 

O  3  J.  Bull.. 

*' Difficulty  of  the  march  of  part  of  the  army  to  Dunkirk.  - 
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J.  Bull.  t  B'uy,  b'uy,  Nic.  not  one  poor  fmile  at 
*  parting ;  won't  you  {hake  your  day-day,  Nic. 
'  b'uy  Nic.'  With  that  John  marched  out  of 
the  common  road,  crofs  the  country,  to  take 
pofTeffion  of  Ecclefdown. 


CHAP.       XXII. 

Of  the  great  joy  that  John  exprej/ed  'when  he  got 
poj/ej/ton  of  Ecclefdotun  *. 


WHEN  John  had  got  into  his  caftle,  he 
feemed  like  UlyfTes  upon  his  plank,  after 
he  had  been  well  foufed  in  falt-water ;  who,  as 
Homer  fays,  was  as  glad  as  a  judge  going  to  fit 
down  to  dinner,  after  hearing  a  long  caufe  upon 
the  bench.  I  dare  fay  John  Bull's  joy  was  equal  to 
that  of  either  of  the  two  ;  he  Ikipped  from  room 
to  room ;  ran  up  flairs  and  down  flairs,  from 
the  kitchen  to  the  garrets,  and  from  the  garrets- 
to  the  kitchen  ;  he  peeped  into  every  cranny ; 
fometimes  he  admired  the  beauty  of  the  architec- 
ture, and  the  vaft  folidity  of  the  mafon's  work  ;  at 
other  times  he  commended  the  fymmetry  and 
proportion  of  the  rooms.  He  walked  about  the 
gardens :  He  bathed  himfelf  in  the  canal,  fwim- 
ruing,  diving,  and  beating  the  liquid  element, 

like 
*  Dunkirk, 
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like  a  milk-white  f\van.  The  hall  refounded 
with  the  fpritely  violin,  and  the  martial  hautboy. 
The  family  trip  it  about,  and  capered,  like  hail- 
JJones  bounding  from  a  marble  floor.  Wine,  Ale, 
and  October,  flew  about  as  plentifully  as  kennel- 
water  :  Then  a  frolick  took  John  in  the  head,  to 
call  up  fome  of  Nic.  Frog's  penftonerst  that  had 
been  fo  mutinous  in  his  family. 

J.  Bull.  Are  you  glad  to  fee  your  mafter  in 
Ecclefdown-caftle  ? 

All.  Yes,  indeed,  Sir. 

J.  Bull.  Extremely  glad  ? 

All.  Extremely  glad,  Sir. 

J.  Bull.  Swear  to  me,  that  you  are  fo. 

Then  they  began  to  damn  and  fink  their  fouls 
to  the  loweft  pit  of  hell,  if  any  perfon  in  the 
world  rejoiced  more  than  they  did. 

J.  Bull.  Now,  hang  me  if  I  don't  believe  you 
are  a  parcel  of  perjured  rafcals ;  however,  take 
this  bumper  of  October  to  your  matter's  health. 

Then  John  got'  upon  the  battlements,  and, 
looking  over,  he  called  to  Nic.  Frog : 

*  How  d'ye  do,   Nic.  ?   D'ye  fee  where  I  am, 

*  Nic.  ?  I  hope  the  caufe  goes  on  fwimmingly, 
'  Nic.  When  doft  thou  intend  to  go  to  Clay- 
(  pool,    Nic.  ?  Wilt  thou  buy  there  fome  high 

*  heads   of  the  neweft  cut  for  my  daughters  ? 
'  How  comeft  thou  to  go  with  thy  arm  tied  up  ? 
'  Has  old  Lewis  given  thee  a  rap  over  thy  fin- 

*  gers-ends  ?  Thy  weapon  was  a  good  one,  when 
*•  I  wielded  it,  but  the  butt-end  remains  in  my 

'  hands.- 
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'  hands.  I  am  fo  bufy  in  packing  up  my  goods, 
'  that  I  have  no  time  to  talk  with  thee  any  long- 
'  er.  It  xvould  do  thy  heart  good  to  fee  what 
'  waggon-loads  I  am  preparing  for  market.  If 
*  thou  wanteft  any  good  office  of  mine,  for  all 
f  that  has  happened,  I  will  ufe  thee  well,  Nic. 
«  B'uy,  Nic.' 


POSTSCRIPT. 


IT  has  been  difputed  amongft  the  Literati  of 
Grub-ftreet,  whether  Sir  Humphry  proceed- 
ed any  farther  into  the  hiilory  of  John  Bull. 
By  diligent  enquiry,  we  have  found  the  titles  of 
Ibme  chapters,  which  appear  to  be  a  continuation^ 
of  it  ;  and  are  as  follow  : 

Chap.  I.  Hoiu  John  ivas  made  angry  'with  the 
articles  of  agreement.  Hoiu  he  kicked  the  parch- 
ment through  the  houfet  up  flairs  and  doivnjlairst 
and  put  himfeifin  great  heat  thereby. 

Chap.  II.  Ho*ivy  in  his  paj/lony  he  ivas  going  to  cut 
off  Sir  Roger's  head  luith  a  cleaver.  Of  tKe 
ftrange  manner  of  Sir  Roger's  efcaping  the  blowt 
by  laying  his  head  upon  the  drefler. 

Chap.  III.  Honv  feme  of  John's  fervants  attempted 
tofcale  his  houfe  'with  rope-ladders  ;  and  hoiv  ma- 
ny unfortunately  •  dangled  in  the  fame. 

Chap;- 
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Chap.  IV.  Of  the  methods  by  whic&  John  endea- 
voured to  preferve  the  peace  amongjl  his  neigh- 
bours. How  he  kept  a  pair  of  ftill-yards,  to 
weigh  them  ;  and,  by  diet  purging,  vomiting,  and 
bleeding,  tried  to  bring  them  to  equal  bulk  and 
Strength. 

Chap.  V.  Of fa Ij "e  accounts  of  the  weights  given  'in 
by  feme  of  the  journeymen ;  and  of  the  New- 
Market  tricks,  that  ivere  praclifed  at  the  ftlll- 
yards. 

Chap.  VI.  How  John's  new  journeymen  brought 
kim  other-guife  accounts  of  the  ftill-yards. 

Chap.  VII.  Hew  Sir  Swain  Narthy  *  was,  by 
bleeding,  purging,  and  a  Jieel  diet,  brought  in- 
to a  confumption  ;  and  hoiv  John  was  forced 
afterwards  to  give  him  the  gold  cordial. 

Chap.  VIII.  How  Peter  Bear  f  was  over- fed,  and 
afterwards  refufed  tofubmit  to  the  courfe  of phyfic. 

Chap.  IX.  How  John  pampered  Efqttire  South  with 
the  tit-bits,  till  he  grew  wanton  :  How  he  got 
drunk  with  Calabrian  wine,  and  longed  for  Si- 
cilian beef ;  and  how  John  carried  him  thither  in 
his  barge. 

Chap.  X.  How  the  Efqvire,  from  a  foul  feeder, 
grew  dainty ;  how  he  longed  for  mangoes,  fpi- 
ces,  and  Indian  birds-nefts,  \Sc.  and  could  not 
fleep  but  in  a  Chintz  bed. 

Chap.  XI.  The  Efquire  turned  tradefman  ;  how  he 
fet  up  a  China-Jhop  |  over-againji  Nic.  Frog. 

Chap. 

*  King  of  Sweden.  •{•  Czar  of  MufcoTy. 

\  The  Oftsnd  Company. 
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Chap,  XII.  How  he  procured  Sp  an  iflj  flies  to  blijhr 
his  neighbours,  and  as  a  provocative  to  him/elf. 
As  likewife,  how  he  raviffjed  Nic..  Frog's  favou- 
rite daughter. 

Chap.    XIII.    Hoiv    Nic.    Frog,   hearing   the  girl 
fqueak,  ivent  to   call  John  Bull  as  a  conflable  : 
Calling  of  a  conflable  no  preventive  of  a  rape. 

Chap.  XIV.  Hoiu  John  rofe  out  of  his  bed  in  a  cold 
morning<>  to  prevent  the  duel  between  Ef quire  South 
and  Lord  Strutt.  How,  to  his  great  furprizt,  he 
found  the  combatants  drinking  Geneva  in  a  Bran- 
dy-fhop,  with  Nic's  favourite  daughter  between 
them.  Plow  they  both  fell  upon  John,  fo  that  he 
ivas  forced  to  fight  his  •way  out. 

Chap.  XV.   Plow    John    came  with   his   conflable's 
flqff,  to  refcue  Nic.'s  daughter,  and  break  the  Ef- 
quire's  China-ware. 

Chap.  XVI.  Commentary  upon  the  Spani/h  proverb, 
Time  and  I  againft  any  two ;  or,  Advice  to  dog- 
matical politicians  exemplified  in  feme  new  affairs 
between  John  Bull  and  Lewis  Baboon. 

Chap.  XVII.  A  difcourfe  of  the  delightful  game  of 
quadrille.  How  Lewis  Baboon  attempted  to  play 
a  game  folo  in  clubs,  and  was  beajied.  Mow  John 
called  Lewis  for  his  King,  and  was  afraid  that 
his  own  partner  JJjould  have  too  many  tricks  : 
And  how  the  fuccefs  and  Jkill  of  quadrille  depends 
upon  calling  a  right  King. 


PRO- 


PROPOSALS  for  printing  a  very  curious 
difcourfe,  intituled,  ^.TAOAoriA  noM- 
TIKH  ;  or,  THE  ART  OF  POLITICAL 
LYING. 

THERE   is  now   in   the    prefs,    a   curious 
piece,  intituled,  'Vivfohoyia,  lloKnix.^  ;  or, 
The  Art  of  Political  Lying  :   Confifting  of  two 
volumes  in  quarto. 

The    PROPOSALS    are, 

I.  That  if  the  author  meets  with  fuitable  en- 
couragement,   he   intends   to    deliver    the   firft 
volume  to  the  fubfcribers  by  Hilary  Term  next. 

II.  The  price  of  both  volumes  will  be,  to  the 
fubfcribers,    fourteen   {hillings;    feven   whereof 
are  to  be  paid  down,  and  the  other  feven  at  the 
delivery  of  the  fecond  volume. 

HI.  Thofe  that  fubfcribe  for  fix,  fhall  have  a 
feventh  gratis ;  which  reduces  the  price  to  lefs 
than  fix  (hillings  a  volume. 

IV.  That  the  fubfcribers  fhall  have  their  names 
and  places  of  abode  printed  at  length. 

For  the  encouragement  of  fo  ufeful  a  work,  it  is 
thought  fit  the  public  fhould  be  informed  of 
the  contents  of  the  firft  volume,  by  one  who 
has  with  great  care  perufed  the  manufcrlpt. 

THE 


THE    ART    OF 
POLITICAL    LYING. 


TH  E  author,  in  his  preface,  makes  fome 
very  judicious  reflections  upon  the  origi- 
nal of  arts  and  fciences :  That  at  firft  they  con- 
fift  of  fcattered  theorems  and  practices,  which 
are  handed  about  amongft  the  matters,  and  only 
revealed  to  the  filii  artisy  till  fuch  time  as  fome 
great  genius  appears,  who  collects  thefe  disjoint- 
ed propofitions,  and  reduces  them  into  a  regular 
fyilem.  That  this  is  the  cafe  of  that  noble  and 
ufeful  art  of  political  lying,  which,  in  this  laft  age, 
having  been  enriched  with  feveral  new  difco-ueriesy 
ought  not  to  lie  any  longer  in  rubbifh  and  con- 
fufion,  but  may  juftly  claim  a  place  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, efpecially  fuch  as  ferves  for  a  model 
of  education  for  an  able  politician.  That  he 
propofes  to  himfelf  no  fmall  (lock  of  fame  in 
future  ages,  in  being  the  firft  who  has  undertaken 
this  defign  ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  he  hopes 
the  imperfection  of  his  work  will  be  excufed. 
He  invites  all  perfons  who  have  any  talents  that 
way,  or  any  new  difcovery,  to  communicate 
their  thoughts,  afluring  them  that  honourable 
mention  (hall  be  made  of  them  in  his  work. 

i  The 
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Thejirjl  volume  confifts  of  eleven  chapters. 

In  thejirj}  chapter  of  his  excellent  treatife,  he 
reafons  philofophically  concerning  the  nature  of 
\}\efoul  of  man,  and  thofe  qualities  which  render  it 
fufceptible  of  lyes.  He  fuppofes  the  foul  to  be 
of  the  nature  of  a  piano-cylindrical  fpcculnm,  or 
looking-glafs ;  that  the  plain  fide  was  made  by 
God  Almighty,  but  that  the  de\\\  afterwards 
wrought  the  other  fide  into  a  cylindrical  figure. 
The  plain  fide  reprefents  objects  juft  as  they  are  ; 
and  the  cylindrical  fide,  by  the  rules  of  catop- 
trics, muft  needs  reprefent  true  objects  falfe,  and 
falfe  objects  true ;  but  the  cylindrical  fide,  being 
much  the  larger  furf ace  y  takes  in  a  greater  compafs 
of  vifual  rays.  That  upon  the  cylindrical  fide  of 
the  foul  of  man,  depends  the  whole  art  and  fucceis 
of  political  lying.  The  author,  in  this  chapter,  pro- 
ceeds to  reafon  upon  the  qualities  of  the  mind ;  as, 
its  peculiar  fondnefs  of  the  malicious  and  the  mi- 
raculous. The  tendency  of  the  foul  towards  the 
malicious,  fprings  from  felf-love,  or  a  pleafure  to 
find  mankind  more  wicked,  bafe,  or  unfortunate, 
than  ourfelves.  The  defign  of  the  miraculous, 
proceeds  from  the  inactivity  of  the  foul,  or  its 
incapacity  to  be  moved  or  delighted  with  any 
thing  that  is  vulgar  or  common.  The  author 
having  eftablifhed  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  up- 
on wjiich  his  art  is  founded,  he  proceeds, 

In  his  fecond  chapter,  to  treat  of  the  nature  of 
political  lying ;  which  he  defines  to  be,  the  art  of 
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convincing  the  people  of  falutary  faljfjoods,  for  feme 
good  end.  .He  calls  it  an  arty  to  deftinguifh  it  from 
that  of  telling  truth,  which  does  not  feem  to  want 
art;  but  then  he  would  have  this  underftood 
only  as  to  the  invention,  becaufe  there  is  indeed 
more  art  neceffary  to  convince  the  people  of  a 
falutary  truth,  than  a  falutary  falfliood.  Then 
he  proceeds  to  prove,  that  there  arefa/utary  falfe- 
hoods,  of  which  he  gives  a  great  many  inftances, 
both  before  and  after  the  Revolution  j  and  de- 
monftrates  plainly,  that  we  could  not  have  carried 
on  the  war  fo  long,  without  feveral  ofthofefaiutary 
falfhoods.  He  gives  rules  to  calculate  the  value 
of  a  political  lye,  in  pounds,  {hillings,  and  pence. 
By  good,  he  does  not  mean  that  which  is  abfolute- 
ly  fo,  but  what  appears  fo  to  the  artift,  which  is 
a  fufficient  ground  for  him  to  proceed  upon  j  and 
he  diftinguifhes  the  good,  as  it  commonly  is,  into 
bonum  utile,  dulcet  et  honejlum.  He  fhews  you, 
that  there  are  political  lyes  of  a  mixed  nature, 
which  include  all  the  three  in  different  refpects  : 
That  the  uttle  reigns  generally  about  the  Ex- 
change ;  the  duke,  and  bonejlumt  at  the  Weftmin- 
iter  end  of  the  town.  One  man  fpreads  a  lye, 
to  fell  or  bujjlock  to  greater  advantage  j  a  fecond, 
becaufe  it  is  honourable  to  ferve  his  party ,-  and  a 
third,  becaufe  it  is  fweet  to  gratify  his  revenge. 
Having  explained  the  feveral  terms  of  his  defini- 
tion, he  proceeds, 

In  his  third  chapter,  to  treat  of  the  laiufulnefs 
sf  political  lying ;   which  he  deduces  from  its  true 

and 
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and  genuine  principles,  by  enquiring  into  the  fe- 
veral  rights  that  mankind  have  to  truth.  He 
fhews,  that  people  have  a  right  to  private  truth 
from  their  neighbours;  and  economical  truth  from 
their  own  family,  that  they  fhould  not  be  abufed 
by  their  wives,  children,  and  fervants  :  But  that 
they  have  no  right  at  all  to  political  truth  ,•  that 
the  people  may  as  well  all  pretend  to  be  lords  of 
manors,  and  poffels  great  eftates,  as  to  have  truth 
told  them  in  matters  of  government.  The  author, 
with  great  judgment,  ftates  the  feveral Jhares  of 
mankind,  in  this  matter  of  truth,  according  to 
their  feveral  capacities,  dignities,  and  profeffions  j 
and  fhews  you,  that  children  have  hardly  any 
fhare  at  all ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they  have 
very  feldom  any  truth  told  them.  It  mufl  be 
owned,  that  the  author,  in  this  chapter,  has 
fome  feeming  difficulties  to  anfwer,  and  texts  of 
fcripture  to  explain. 

The  fourth  chapter  is  wholly  employed  in  this 
queftion,  Whether  the  right  of  coinage  of  political  lyes 
be  wholly  in  the  government  ?  The  author,  who  is 
a  true  friend  to  Englifh  liberty,  determines  in  the 
negative,  and  anfwers  all  the  arguments  of  the 
oppofite  party  with  great  acutenefs  :  That,  as  the 
government  of  England  has  a  mixture  of  demo- 
cratical  in  it,  fo  the  right  of  inventing  and  fpread- 
ing  political  /yes,  is  partly  in  the  people  ;  and  their 
obftinate  adherence  to  this  juft  privilege,  has  been 
moft  confpicuous,  and  fhined  with  great  lutfre  of 
kte  years  :  That  it  happens  very  often,  that  there 
P  2  are 
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are  no  other  means  left  to  the  good  people  of 
England,  to  pull  down  a  miniftry  and  government 
they  are  weary  of,  but  by  exercifing  this  their  un- 
doubted right :  That  abundance  of  political  lying 
is  a  fure  ilgn  of  true  Englifh  liberty  :  That  as  mi- 
nifters  do  fometimes  ufe  tools  to  fupport  their 
power,  it  is  but  reafonable  that  the  people  fhoukl 
employ  the  fame  weapon,  to  defend  themfelves, 
and  pull  them  down. 

In  his  fifth  chapter,  he  divides  political  lyes  into 
feveral  fpecies  and  claffes,  and  gives  precepts  about 
the  inventing^  fyreading,  and  propagating  the  feve- 
ral forts  of  them.  He  begins  with  the  rumoresy 
and  libella  famofat  fuch  as  concern  the  reputation 
of  men  in  power  ;  where  he  finds  fault  with  the 
common  miftake,  that  takes  notice  only  of  one 
fort,  viz.  the  detractory  or  defamatory  ;  whereas  in 
truth  there  are  three  forts,  the  dctracloryy  the  ad- 
ditory,  and  the  tranflatory.  The  addltory  gives  to 
a  great  man  a  larger  fhare  of  reputation  than  be- 
longs to  him,  to  enable  him  to  ferve  fome  good 
end  or  purpofe.  The  detractory  or  defamatory,  is 
a  lye  which  takes  from  a  great  man  the  reputa- 
tion that  juftly  belongs  to  him,  for  fear  he  fhould 
ufe  it  to  the  detriment  of  the  public.  The  tratif- 
latory,  is  a  lye  that  transfers  the  merit  of  a  man's 
good  action  to  another,  who  is  in  himfelf  more 
deierving  ;  or  transfers  the  demerit  of  a  bad 
action,  from  the  true  author,  to  a  perfon  who  is 
in  himfelf  lefs  deferving.  He  gives  feveral  inflan- 
ces  of  very  great  ftrokes  in  all  the  three  kinds  ; 

efpecially 
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efpecially  in  the  laft,  when  it  was  necefiary  for  the 
good  of  the  public,  to  beftonu  the  -valour  and  con* 
duel  of  one  man  upon  another,  and  that  of  many 
to  one  man;  nay,  even,  upon  a  good  occa- 
fion  *,  a  man  may  be  robbed  of  his  victory,  by 
a  perlbn  that  did  not  command  in  the  action. 
The  reftoring  and  deftroying  the  public,  may  be 
afcribed  to  perfons  who  had  no  hand  in  either. 
The  author  exhorts  all  gentlemen  practitioners,  to 
exercife  themlelves  in  the  tranjlatory ;  becaufe  the 
exigence  of  the  things  themfelves  being  vilible,  and 
not  demanding  any  proof,  there  % wants  nothing 
to  be  put  upon  the  public,  but  zfalfe  author^  or  a 
falfe  caufe ;  which  is  no  great  prcfumption  upon 
the  credulity  of  mankind,  to  whom  the  fecret 
firings  of  things  are  for  the  mod  part  unknown. 
P  3.  The; 

*  Major  General  Webb  obtained  a  glorious  victory  over  the 
French,  near  Wynendale,  in  the  year  1708.  He  was  lent  with 
6000  of : the  confederate  troops,  to  guard  a  great  convoy  to  tte 
allied  army  befieging  JLifle :  Count  de  la  Motte  came  cut  from 
Ghent  with  near  24000  men  to  intercept  them;  but  Major 
General  Webb  difpofcd  his  men  with  fnch  admirable  (kill,  that 
notwithstanding  the  vaft  fuptriority  of  numbers,  by  the  pure 
force  of  order  and  difpofition,  the  French  were  driven  back 
in  two -or  three  fuccefEve  attempts,  and,  after  having  loft  6  or 
7000  men,  could  be  brought  to  charge  no  more.  This  may 
juftly  be  reckoned  amongft  the  greatcft  actions  of  that  war  : 
But  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  fecretary,  in  his  letter  written 
to  England,  gave  all  the  honour  of  it  to  General  Cadogan,  the 
Duke's  favourite,  who  did  not  come  up  till  after  the  engage- 
ment. This  was  fo  refented  by  General  Webb,  that  he  left  the 
army  in  drfguft ;  and  coming  into  England  to  do  himfelf  juf- 
tice,  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, . 
for  his  eminent  fcrvices  by  that  great  action  ;  which  was  alfo 
acknowledged  in  a  diftinguifhing  manner  by  the  Kin 
Mfho  beftowed  on  him  the  order  of  generefttj.  Hawk?£.. 
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The  author  proceeds  to  give  fome  precepts  as 
to  the  additory :  That  when  one  afcribes  any 
thing  to  a  perfon  which  does  not  belong  to  him, 
the  lye  ought  to  be  calculated  not  quite  contra- 
dictory to  his  known  qualities.  For  example, 
one  would  not  make  the  French  king  prefent  at 
a  proteftant  conventicle  ;  nor,  like  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, reftore  the  overplus  of  taxes  to  his  fub- 
jects.  One  would  not  bring  in  the  Emperor  giv- 
ing two  months  pay  in  advance  to  his  troops ; 
nor  the  Dutch  paying  more  than  their  quota. 
One  would  not  make  the  fame  perfon  zealous 
for  a  {landing  army,  and  public  liberty  ;  nor  an 
atheift  fupport  the  church  ;  nor  a  lewd  fellow  a 
reformer  of  manners  ;  nor  a  hot-headed,  crack- 
brained  coxcomb,  forward  for  a  fcheme  of  mo- 
deration. But  if  it  is  abfolutely  nfceffary  that  a 
perfon  is  to  have  fome  good  adventitious  quality 
given  him,  the  author's  precept  is,  that  it  fhould 
not  be  done  at  firft  in  extremo  gradu.  For  ex- 
ample, they  fhould  not  make  a  covetous  man 
give  away,  all  at  once,  five  thoufand  pounds  in  a 
charitable  generous  way  ;  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds  may  fuffice  at  firft.  They  fhould  not  in- 
troduce a  perfon  of  remarkable  ingratitude,  to 
his  benefactors,  rewarding  a  poor  man  for  fome 
good  office  that  was  done  him  thirty  years  ago  ; 
but  they  may  allow  him  to  acknowledge  a  fervice 
to  a  perfon,  who  is  capable  ftill  to  do  him  ano- 
ther. A  man  whofe  perfonal  courage  is  fufpedb- 
ed,  is  not  at  firft  to  drive  whole  fquadrons  be- 
fore him  ;  but  he  may  be  allowed  the  merit  of 
>  '  fame. 
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fome  fquabble,  or  throwing  a  bottle  at  his  ad- 
verfary's  head. 

It  will  not  be  allowed,  to  make  a  great  man, 
that  is  a  known  defpifer  of  religion,  fpend  whole 
days  in  his  clofet  at  his  devotion  ;  but  you  may 
with  fafety  make  him  fit  out  public  prayers  with 
decency.  A  great  man,  who  has  never  been 
known  willingly  to  pay  a  juft  debt,  ought  not  all 
of  a  fudden  to  be  introduced,  making  reftitution 
to  thoufands  he  has  cheated  ;  let  it  fuffice  at  firfl 
to  pay  twenty  pounds  to  a  friend,  who  has  loft 
his  note. 

He  lays  down  the  fame  rules  in  the  detrafiory 
or  defamatory  kind  ;  that  they  ftiould  not  be 
quite  oppofite  to  the  qualities  the  perfons  are 
fuppofed  to  have.  Thus  it  will  not  be  found, 
according  to  the  found  rules  of  pjcudology,  to  re- 
port of  a  pious  and  religious  prince,  that  he  ne- 
glects his  devotion,  and  would  introduce  herefy  j 
but  you  may  report  of  a  merciful  prince,  that 
he  has  pardoned  a  criminal- who  did  not  deferve 
it.  You  will  be  unfuccefsful,  if  you  give  out  of  a 
great  man,  who  is  remarkable  for  his  frugality 
for  the  public,  that  he  fquanders  away  the  na- 
tion's money  ;  but  you  may  fafely  relate,  that  he 
hoards  it  :  You  muft  not  affirm  he  took  a  bribe, 
but  you  may  freely  cenfure  him  for  being  tardy 
in  his  payments ;  becaufe,  though  neither  may  be 
true,  yet  the  laft  is  credible,  the  firft  not.  Of 
an  open-hearted  generous  minifter  you  are  not  to 
fay,  that  he  was  in  an  intrigue  to  betray  his 
country  j  but  you  may  affirm,  with  fome  proba- 
bility, 
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fcility,  that  he  was  in  an  intrigue  with  a  lady. 
He  warns  all  practitioners,  to  take  good  heed  to 
thefe  precepts ;  for  want  of  which,  many  of 
their  lyes,  of  late,  have  proved  abortive,  or  fhort- 
lived. 

In  thejixth  chapter,  he  treats  of  the  miraculous; 
by  which  he  underftands  any  thing  that  exceeds 
the  common  degrees  of  probability.  In  refpeft 
of  the  people  it  is  divided  into  two  forts,  the 
<ro  tt&t&v,  or  the  TO  S-y^uof/ifsf,  terrifying  lyes,  and 
animating  or  encouraging  lyes,  both  being  ex- 
tremely ufeful  on  their  proper  occafions.  Con- 
cerning the  *«  *•&&>>  he  gives  feveral  rules  j  one 
of  which  is,  that  terrible  objects  fhould  not  be 
too  frequently  {hewn  to  the  people,  left  they  grow 
familiar.  He  fays,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  that 
the  people  of  England  fhould  be  frighted  with 
the  French  King  and  the  Pretender  once  a  year  ; 
but  that  the  bears  fhould  be  chained  up  again-, 
till  that  time  twelvemonth.  The  want  of  ob- 
ferving  this  fo  neceflary  a  precept,  in  bringing  out 
the  raw-head  and  bloody  bones  upon  every  trifling 
eccafion,  has  produced  great  indifference  in  the 
vulgar  of  late  years.  As  to  the  animating  or  en- 
couraging /yes,  he  gives  the  following  rules  :  That 
they  fhould  not  far  exceed  the  common  degrees 
of  probability  j  that  there  fhould  be  variety  of 
them,  and  the  fame  lye  not  obftinately  infifted 
upon ;  that  the  promiflbry  or  prognofticating  lyes 
fhould  not  be  upon/ft<?r*  days,  for  fear  the  authors^ 
fhould  have  the  fhame  and  confufion  to  fee 
themfelves  fpeedily  contradi&ed.  He  examines, 
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by  thefe  rules,  that  well-meant,  but  unfortunate 
lye  of  the  conqueft  of  France,  which  continued 
near  tiventy  years  together  *  j  but  at  laft,  by  be- 
ing too  obftinately  infifted  upon,  it  was  worn 
thread-bare,  and  became  unfuccelsful. 

As  to  the  TS  T«$a7W«c,  or  the  prodigious,  he 
has  little  to  advife,  but  that  their  comets,  whales, 
and  dragons,  fhould  be  fizsable ;  their  ftorms, 
-tempefts,  and  earth-quakes,  without  the  reach 
of  a  day's  journey  of  a  man  and  horfe. 

The  feventh  chapter  is  wholly  taken  up  in  an 
enquiry,  which  of  the  two  parties  -j-  are  the 
greatest  artifts  in  political  lying?  He  owns,  that 
iometimes  the  one  party,  and  fometimes  the 
.other,  is  better  believed  ;  but  that  they  have  both 
very  great  geniufcs  amongft  them.  He  attributes 
the  ill  faccefs  of  either  party,  to  their  glutting  the 
market,  and  retailing  too  much  of  a  bad  com- 
modity at  once  :  When  there  is  too  great  a 
quantity  of  worms,  it  is  hard  to  catch  gudgeons. 
He  propofes  a  fcheme  for  the  recovery  of  the 
credit  of  any  party ,  which  indeed  feems  to  be 
fomewhat  chimerical,  and  does  not  favour  of  that 
found  judgment  the  author  has  fhewn  in  the  reft 
of  the  work.  It  amounts  to  this,  that  the  party 
ihould  agree  to  vent  nothing  but  truth  for  three 
months  together,  which  will  give  them  credit 
for  fix  months  lyeing  afterwards.  He  owns, 
that  he  believes  it  almoft  impoffible,  to  find  fit 
perfons  to  execute  this  fcheme.  Towards  the 

end 

'   During  the  reign  of  K.  William  and  Q._Anne. 
•f  Sec  the  Examiner.     No.  xiv.  vol.  3. 
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end  of  the  chapter,  he  inveighs  feverely  againft 
the  folly  of  parties,  in  retaining  fcoundrels,  and 
men  of  low  genius,  to  retail  their  lyes ;  fuch  as 
moft  of  the  prefent  news-writers  are,  who,  ex- 
cept a  ftrong  bent  and  inclination  towards  the 
profeffion,  feem  to  be  wholly  ignorant  in  the 
rules  of  pfeudology,  and  not  at  all  qualified  for  fo 
weighty  a  truft. 

In  his  next  chapter,  he  treats  of  feme  extraor- 
dinary geniufes,  who  have  appeared  of  late  years, 
efpecially  in  their  difpofition  towards  the  miracu- 
lous. He  advifes  thofe  hopeful  young  men,  to 
turn  their  invention  to  the  fervice  of  their  coun- 
try ;  it  being  inglorious  at  this  time,  to  employ 
their  talent  in  prodigious  fox-chaces,  horfe-cour- 
fes,  feats  of  activity  in  driving  of  coaches,  jump- 
ing, running,  fwallowing  of  peaches,  pulling  out 
whole  fetts  of  teeth  to  clean,  &c.  when  their 
country  ftands  fo  much  need  of  their  afllftance. 

The  eighth  chapter  is  a  project  for  uniting  the 
feveral  fmaller  corporations  of  lyars  into  one  fo- 
ciety.  It  is  too  tedious  to  give  a  full  account  of 
the  whole  fcheme  :  What  is  moft  remarkable  is, 
That  this  fociety  ought  to  confift  of  the  heads  of 
each  party  :  That  no  lye  is  to  pafs  current  with- 
out their  approbation,  they  being  the  beft  judges 
of  the  prefent  exigencies,  and  what  fort  of  lyes 
are  demanded  :  That  in  fuch  a  corporation  there 
ought  to  be  men  of  all  profeflions  ;  that  ri  v^i^ot, 
and  the  "*<>  *^y™>  that  is,  decency  and  probability, 
may  be  obferved  as  much  as  poffible  :  That  befides 
the  perfons  above  mentioned,  this  fociety  ought 

to 
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to  confift  of  the  hopeful  geniufes  about  the  town, 
(of  which  there  are  great  plenty  to  be  picked  up 
in  the  feveral  coffee-houfes)  travellers,  virtuofos, 
fox-hunters,  jockies,  attornies,  old  feamen  and 
foldiers  out  of  the  hofpitals  of  Greenwich  and 
Chelfea.  To  this  fociety  fo  conftituted,  ought  to 
be  committed  the  fole  management  of  lycing  .• 
That  in  their  outer-room,  there  ought  always  to 
attend,  fome  perfons  endowed  with  a  great  ftock 
of  credulity,  a  generation  that  thrives  mightily  in 
this  foil  and  climate  :  He  thinks  a  fufficient 
number  of  them  may  be  picked  up  any  where 
about  the  Exchange :  Thefe  are  to  circulate, 
what  the  other  coin  ;  for  no  man  fpreads  a  lye 
with  fo  good  a  grace,  as  he  that  believes  it :  That 
the  rule  of  the  fociety  be,  to  invent  a  lye,  and 
fometimes  two,  for  every  day ;  in  the  choice  of 
which  great  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  weather 
and  the  feafon  of  the  year.  Your  ?»£«$*',  or 
terrifying  lyes,  do  mighty  well  in  November  and 
December,  but  not  fo  well  in  May  and  June,  un- 
lefs  the  eafterly  winds  reign  :  That  it  ought  to  be 
penal  for  any  body  to  talk  of  any  thing  but  the 
lye  of  the  day  :  That  the  fociety  is  to  maintain 
a  fufficient  number  of  fpies,  at  court,  and  other 
places,  to  fiirnifh  hints  and  topics  for  invention, 
and  a  general  correfpondence  of  all  the  market- 
towns  for  circulating  their  lyes  :  That  if  any  one 
of  the  fociety  were  obferved  to  blufli,  or  look 
out  of  countenance,  or  want  a  necefiary  circum- 
ftance  in  telling  the  lye,  he  ought  to  be  expelled, 
and  declared  incapable.  Befides  the  roaring  lyes, 

there 
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there  ought  to  be  a  private  committee  for  whifpers, 
confthuted  of  the  ableft  men  of  the  fociety.    Here 
the   author  makes  a  cligreffion  in  praife  of  the 
•whig-party,  for  the  right  underftanding  and  ufe 
of  proof-lyes.      A  proof -lye  is  like  a  proof-charge  for 
a  piece  of  ordnance,  to  try  a  ftandard  credulity. 
Of  fuch  a  nature  he  takes  tranfubftantiation  to  be 
in  the  church  of  Rome,    a  proof-article,   which  if 
any  one  fwallows,  they  are  fure  he  will  digeft 
every  thing  elfe  :  Therefore   the  whig-party  do 
wifely  to  try  the  credulity  of  the  people  fome- 
timcs  byfwingers,  that  they  may  be  able  to  judge 
to  what  height  they  may  charge  them  afterwards. 
Towards  the  end  of  this  chapter,   he  warns  the 
heads  of  parties  againft  believing  their  own  lyes, 
which  has  proved  of  pernicious  confequenceof  late, 
both  a  wife  party  and  a  wife  nation  having  regu- 
lated their  affairs  upon  lyes  of  their  own  invention. 
The  caufes  of  this  he  fuppofes  to  be  too  great  a 
zeal  and  intenfenefs  in  the  practice  of  this  art9 
and   a  vehement   heat  in  mutual   converfation, 
whereby  they  perfuade  one  another,  that  what 
they  wifh,  and  report  to  be  true,  is  really  fo : 
That  all  parties  have  been  fubject  to  this  misfor- 
tune.    The  Jacobites  have  been  conftantly  infecl- 
cd  with  it ;  but  the  Whigs  of  late  feemed  even  to 
exceed  them  in  this  ill  habit  and  weaknefs.      To 
this  chapter  the  author  fubjoins  a  calandar  of  lyes, 
proper  for  the  feveral  months  of  the  year. 

The  ninth  chapter  treats  of  the   celerity   and 
duration  of  lyes.      As  to  the  celerity  of  their  mo- 
tion, the  author  fays  it  is  almoft  incredible :   He 
i  gives 
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.gives  feveral  inftances  of  lyes,  that  have  gone 
f after  than  a  man  can  ride  poft  :  Your  terrifying 
/yes  travel  at  a  prodigious  rate,  above  ten  miles 
an  hour ;  your  ivbifpers  move  in  a  narrow  vor- 
tex, but  very  fwiftly.  The  author  fays,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  explain  feveral  phenomena  in  relation 
to  the  celerity  of  lyes,  without  the  fuppofition  of 
fyackronifm  and  combination.  As  to  the  duration 
of  lyes,  he  fays,  there  are  of  all  forts,  from  hours 
and  days  to  ages  ;  that  there  are  fome,  which, 
like  infects,  die,  and  revive  again  in  a  different 
form  ;  that  good  artifts,  like  people  who  build 
•upon  a  fliort  leaie,  will  calculate  the  duration  of 
a  lye  furely  to  anfwer  their  purpofe  ;  to  laft  jufl 
as  long,  and  no  longer,  than  the  turn  is  ferved. 

The  tenth  chapter  treats  of  the  charadleriftics 
of  lyes ;  how  to  know,  when,  where,  and  by 
whom  invented  ?  Your  Dutch,  Englifh,  and 
French  ware,  are  amply  diftinguifhed  from  one 
another  ;  an  Exchange  /ye,  from  one  coined  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town  :  Great  judgment  is  to 
be  (hewn  as  to  the  place  where  the  fpecies  is  in- 
tended to  circulate  :  Very  low  and  bafe  coin  will 
ferve  for  Wapping  :  There  are  feveral  coffee- 
houfes,  that  have  their  particular  ftamps,  which 
a  judicious  practitioner  may  eafily  know.  All 
ycur  great  men  have  their  proper  phantatenjlics. 
The  author  fays,  he  has  attained,  by  ftudy  and 
application,  to  fo  great  fkili  in  this  matter,  that 
bring  him  any  lye,  he  can  tell  whofe  image  it 
bears,  fo  truly  as  the  great  man  himfelf  fhall  not 
have  the  face  to  deny  it.  The  pronnjjbry  lyes  of 
VOL.  VII.  Q^  great 
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great  men,  are  known  by  ihouldering,  hugging, 
iqueezing,  fmiling,  bowing  ;  and  their  lyes  in 
matter  of  fa£l,  by  immoderate  fwearing. 

He  Ipends  the  whole  eleventh  chapter  on  one 
fimple  question,    Whether  a  lye  is  bejl  contradicted 
by  truth,  or  by  another  lye  ?   The  author  fays,  that, 
conlidering  the   large   extent   of  the   cylindrical 
furface  ot  the  foul,  and  the  great  propenfity  to 
believe  lyes  in  the  generality  of  mankind  of  late 
years,  he  thinks  the  propereft  contradidlion  to  a 
Ire,  is  another  lye.     For  example ;  if  it  fhould  be 
reported,  that  ihe  Pretender  was  at  London,  one 
would  not  contradict  it,  by  faying,  he  never  was 
in  England  ;  but  you  muft  prove  by  eye-witnef- 
fes,  that  he  came  no  farther  than   Greenwich^ 
and  then  went  back  again.     Thus,  if  it  be  fpread 
about,  that  a  great  perfon  were  dying  of  fome 
clifeafe,  you  muft  not  fay  the  truth,  that  they 
are  in  health,  and  never  had  fuch  a  difeafe,   but 
that  they  are  flowly  recovering  of  it.      So  there 
was  not  long  ago  a  gentleman,    who  affirmed, 
that  the  treaty  with  France,  for  bringing  popery 
and  flavery  into  England,  was  figned  the   i5th  of 
September  :    To  which    another  anfwered  very 
judicioufly,  not  by  oppoflng  truth  to  his  lye,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  treaty  ;  but  that  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  there  were  many  things  in  that  trea- 
ty not  yet  adjufted. 

5The   account  of  the  fecond  volume  of  this  excellent 
Treatife,  is  referred  for  another  time. 

REASONS 


REASONS  humbly  offered  by  the  Com- 
pany exercifmg  the  trade  and  myftery  of 
UPHOLDERS,   againft  part  of  the  BILL 
for  the  better  viewingf.fearcbmg,  and  ex- 
amining drugs,  medicines,  &c.    1724  *. 

BEING  called  upon  by  feveral  retailers  and 
difpenfers  of  'drugs  and  medicines  about 
town,  to  ufe  our  endeavours  againft  the  bill  now 
depending,  for  viewing,  &c.  In  regard  of  our 
common  intereft,  and  in  gratitude  to  the  faicl 
retailers  and  dilpenffrs  of  medicines,  which  we 
have  always  found  to  be  very  effectual,  we  pre- 
fume  to  lay  the  following  reafons  before  the  pu- 
blic againft  the  faid  bill  : 

That  the  company  of  upholders  are  far  from 
being  averfe  to  tke  giving  of  drugs  and  medicines  in 
general,  provided  they  may  be  of  fuch  qualities 
as  we  require,  and  adminiftered  by  fuch  perfons, 
in  whom  our  company  juftly  repofe  the  greateft, 
confidence  ;  and  provided  they  tend  to  the  en- 
couragement of  trade,  and  the  confumption  of 
the  woollen  manufacture  of  this  kingdom. 

We  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  there  hr.th  been 

no  complaint  from   any  of  the   nobility  gentry ,  and 

Q^2   .  citizens, 

*  In  the  year  1724,  the  phyfidans  made  application  to  Par- 
liament, to  prevent  apothecaries  difpcniing  medicines  without 
the  prefcription  of  a  plxyfician  :  Dining  which,  this  Tnicl  was 
difpcrfed  in  the  Court  of  Requefts.  H.,v:L-f. 
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ivbom  ijae  have  attended  :  Our  practice, 
which  confifts  chiefly  in  outward  applications, 
having  been  always  fo  effectual,  that  none  of 
our  patients  have  been  obliged  to  undergo  a 
fecond  operation,  excepting  one  gentlewoman  ; 
who,  after  her  firft  burial,  having  burthened 
her  hufband  with  a  new  brood  of  poflhumous 
children,  her  fecond  funeral  was  by  us  perform- 
ed without  any  farther  charges  to  the  faid  hufband 
of  the  deceafcid.  And  we  humbly  hope,  that 
one  {Ingle  inftance  of  this  kind,  a  misfortune 
owing  merely  to  the  avarice  of  a  fexton  in  cut- 
ting off  a  ring,  will  not  be  imputed  to  any  want 
of  fldll  or  care  in  our  company. 

We  humbly  conceive,  that  the  power  by  tJ:is  bill 
lodged  in  the  ccnfors  of  the  college  of  pbyficians,  to 
reftrain  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  from  difpenf- 
ing,  and  well-tlifpofed  perfons  from  taking  what 
medicines  they  pleafe.  is  a  manifcft  incroachment  on 
the  liberty  and  property  oftbefubjecJ. 

As  the  company  exercifmg  the  trade  and  my- 
flery  of  upholders,  have  an  undifputed  right  in 
and  upon  the  bodies  of  all  and  every  the  fubjecls 
of  the  kingdom  ;  we  conceive  the  paffing  of  this 
bill,  though  not  abfolutely  depriving  them  of  their 
faid  right,  might  keep  them  out  ofpsffcfffon  by  un- 
reafonable  delays  t  to  the  great  detriment  of  our 
company,  and  their  numerous  families. 

We  hope  it  will  be  confidered,  that  there  are 
multitudes  of  neceflitous  heirs  and  penurious  pa- 
rents, perfons  in  pinching  circurcftances  with  nu- 

merous 
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merous  families  of  children,  wives  that  have  lived 
long,  many  robuft  aged  women  with  great  join- 
tures, elder  brothers  with  bad  understandings, 
fingle  heirs  of  great  eftates,  whereby  the  collate- 
ral line  are  for  ever  excluded,  reverfionary  pa- 
tents, and  reverfionary  promifes  of  preferments,, 
leafes  upon  fingle  lives,  and  play-^debts  upon  joint 
lives  ;  and  that  the  perfons  fo  aggrieved,  have  no 
hope  of  being  fpeeciily  relieved  any  other  way, 
than  by  the  difpenilng  o£Vn/g.fand  iiicduir.es  in  the 
manner  they  noiv  are,  burying  alive  being  judged 
repugnant  to  the  known  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

That  there  are  many  of  the  deceaf-d,  who,  by 
certain  mechanical  motions  and  powers,  rae 
carried  about  town,  who  would  have  been  put 
into  our  hands  long  before  this  time,  by  any 
other  well-ordered  government :  By  want  of  a  duu. 
fiolice,  in  this  particular,  our  company  have  been, 
great  offenders. 

That  frequent  funerals  contribute  to  prefcrve 
the  genealogies  of  families,  and  the  honours  con- 
ferred by  the  crown,  which  are  no  where  fo  well. 
Uluftrated  as  on  this  folemn  occafion  ;  to  main- 
tain neceffiteus  clergy  ;  to  enable  the  clerks  to  ap- 
pear in  decent  habits  to  officiate  of  Sundays  ;  to 
feed  the  great  retinue  offober  and  melancholy  meny 
who  appear  at  the  faid  funerals,  and  who  mud 
ilarve,  without  conftant  and  regular  employment. 
Moreover,  we  defire  it  may  be  remembered, 
that  by  the  paffing  of  this  bill,  the  nobility  and. 
gentry  will  have  their  old  coaches  lie  upon  their 
frauds,  which  are  now  employed  by  our  company. 

And: 
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And  we  further  hope,  that  frequent  funerals 
will  not  be  difcouraged,'as  is  by  this  bill  propofed, 
it  being  the  only  method  left  of  carrying  fomc 
people  to  church. 

We  are  afraid,  that  by  the  hardmips  of  this  bill, 
our  company  will  be  reduced  to  leave  their  bufi- 
nefs  here,  and  praclife  at  Tork  and  Brifloly  ivbere 
the  free  life  of  bad  medicines  'will  be  Jill  I  allowed. 

It  is  therefore  hoped  t  that  no  fpecious  pretence  nuhat- 
foever,  'will  be  thought  fiifjlcient  to  introduce  an  arbi- 
trary and  unlimited  power,  for  people  to  live  (in  de- 
fiance of  art)  as  long  as  they  can  by  the  courfe 
of  nature ',  to  the  prejudice  of  our  company,  and 
the  decay  of  trade. 

.  That  as  our  company  are  like  to  fuffer  in  fome 
meafure,  by  the  power  given  to  phyflcians  to  dif- 
fecl  the  bodies  of  malefactors,  we  humbly  hope, 
that  the  manufacture  of  cafes  for  fkeletons  will 
be  referved  folely  to  the  coffin-makers. 

We  likewife  humbly  prefume,  that  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  feveral  trades  and  profeffions,  which 
depend  upon  ours,  may  be  regarded  ;  fuch  as 
that  of  hearfes,  coaches,  coffins,  epitaphs,  and 
bell-ropes,  ftone-cutters,  feather-men,  and  bell- 
ringers  ;  and  efpecially  the  manufacturers  of 
crapes  ;  and  the  makers  of  fnuff,  who  ufe  great 
quantities  of  old-coffins,  and  who,  conlidered  in 
the  confumption  of  their  drugs,  employ  by  far 
the  greatefl  number  of  hands  of  any  manufacture 
of  the  kingdom. 

To 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Mayor  and  Aldtrmen 
of  the  city  of  London. 

The  humble  PETITION  of  the  Colliers, 
Cooks,  Cook-maids,  Black-fmiths,  Jack- 
makers,  Brafiers,  and  others, 

S  H  E  W  E  T  H, 

THAT  whereas  certain  virttiofi,  difaftected 
to  the  government,  and  to  the  trade  and 
profperity  of  this  kingdom,  taking  upon  them  the 
name  and  title  of  CATOPTRICAL  VICTUAL- 
LERS, have  prefumed,  by  gathering,  breaking, 
folding,  and  bundling  up  the  fun-beams^  by  the 
help  of  certain  glajfes^  to  make,  produce,  and 
kindle  up  feveral  new  focus's,  or  fires,  within 
thele  his  Majefty's  dominions,  and  thereby  to  boil, 
bake,  flew,  fry,  and  drefs  all  forts  of  vi&uals  and 
provilions,  to  brew,  diftil  fpirits,  fmelt  oar,  and, 
in  general,  to  perform  all  the  offices  of  culinary 
fires  j  and  are  endeavouring  to  procure  to  them- 
felves  the  monopoly  of  their  faid  invention  :  "We 
beg  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your  Honours, 

That  fuch  grant  or  patent  will  utterly  ruin  and 
reduce  to  beggary,  your  petitioners,  their  wives, 
children,  fervants,  and  trades  on  them  depend- 
ing 5  there  being  nothing  left  to  them,  after  the 
taid  invention,  but  warming  of  cellars,  and  dreii- 

ing 


ing  of  fuppers  in  the  winter  time :  That  the  abo- 
liftiing  fo  confiderable  a  branch  of  the  coafting- 
trade  as  that  of  the  colliers,  will  deftroy  the  na- 
vigation of  this  kingdom.  That  whereas  the  faid 
catoptrical  viEluallers  talk  of  making  ufe  of  the 
moon  by  night,  as  of  they««  by  day,  they  will  ut- 
terly ruin  the  numerous  body  of  tallow-chandlers  t 
and  impair  a  very  confiderable  branch  of  the  re- 
venuet  which  ariles  from  the  tax  upon  tallow  and 
candles. 

That  the  faid  catoptrical  victuallers  do  profane 
the  emanations  of  that  glorious  luminary  they////, 
which  is  appointed  to  rule  the  day,  and  not  to 
roaft  mutton.  And  we  humbly  conceive,  it  will 
be  found  contrary  to  the  known  laws  of  this  king- 
dom, to  confine,  foreftall,  and  monopolize  the 
beams  of  the  fun.  And  whereas  the  faid  ca- 
toptrical victuallers  have  undertaken,  by  burning- 
glafles  made  of  ice,  to  roaft  an  ox  upon  the 
Thames  next  winter  :  We  conceive  all  fuch  prac- 
tices to  be  an  incroachment  upon  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  company  of  -watermen. 

That  the  diverfity  of  expofition  of  the  fever.il 
kitchens  in  this  great  city,  whereby  fome  receive 
the  rays  of  the  fun  fooner,  and  others  later,  will 
occafion  great  irregularity  as  to  the  time  (if  dining 
of  the  feveral  inhabitants,  and  confequently  great 
uncertainty  and  confufion  in  the  difpatch  of 
bufinefs  :  And  to  thofe,  who,  by  reafon  of  their 
northern  expofition,  will  be  ftill  forced  to  be  at 
the  expences  of  culinary  fires,  it  will  reduce  the 

price 
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price  of  their  manufacture,  to  fuch  inequality 
as  is  inconfiftent  with  common  juftice  :  And  the 
fame  inconveniency  will  affedl  landlords  in  the 
•value  of  their  rents. 

That  the  ufe  of  the  faid  glafTes  will  oblige 
cooks,  and  cook-maids,  to  ftudy  optics  and  aftro- 
nomy,  in  order  to  know  the  due  distances  of  the 
faid  fofuj's,  or  fires,  and  to  adjuft  the  portion 
of  their  glaffes  to  the  feveral  altitudes  of  the  fun, 
varying  according  to  the  hours  of  the  day,  and 
the  fjafons  of  the  year  ;  which  ftudics,  at  thefe 
years,  will  be  highly  troublefome  to  the  faid 
cooks  and  cook-maids,  not  to  fay  any  thing 
of  the  utter  incapacity  of  fome  of  them  to  go 
through  with  fuch  difficult  arts  ;  or  (which  is 
ftill  a  greater  inconvenience)  it  will  throw  the 
whole  art  of  cookery  into  the  hands  of  aftronomers 
and  glafs-grinders,  perfons  utterly  unfkilled  in 
other  parts  of  that  profeffion,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  health  of  his  Majefty's  good  fubjecls. 

That  it  is  known  by  experience,  that  meat 
roafted  with  fun-beams  is  extremely  unwhole- 
fome  ;  witnefs  feveral  that  have  died  fuddenly 
after  eating  the  provifions  of  the  faid  catoptrical 
victuallers  •,  forafmuch  as  the  fun-beams  taken 
inwardly  render  the  humours  too  hot  and  aduft, 
occafion  great  fvveatings,  and  dry  up  the  radical 
moifture. 

The  fun-beams,  taken  inwardly,  Ihed  a  malig- 
nant influence  upon  the  brain,  by  their  natural 
tendency  towards  the  moon,  and  produce  raadnefs 

and 
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and  diffraction  at  the  time  of  the  full  moon. 
That  the  conftant  uie  of  fo  great  quantities  of 
this  inward  light,  will  occalion  the  growth  of 
quakerifm,  to  the  clanger  of  the  church, — and  of 
jpostry,  to  the  danger  of  thejfate. 

That  the  influences  of  the  constellations, 
through  which  the  fun  paJTes,  will,  with  his 
beams,  be  conveyed  into  the  blood ;  and,  when  the 
fun  is  among  the  horned  figns,  may  produce 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  unchnflity,  as  is  dangerous  to  the 
honour  of  your  Worfhips  families. 

That  mankind  living  much  upon  the  feeds  and 
other  parts  of  plants,  thefe  being  impregnated 
with  the  fun-beams,  may  vegetate  and  grow  in 
the  bowels,  a  thing  of  more  dangerous  confequence 
to  human  bodies  than  breeding  of  worms ;  and 
this  will  fall  heayieft  upon  the  poor,  who  live 
upon  roots  ;  and  the  weak  and  fickly,  who  live 
upon  barley  and  rice-gruel,  £sV.  For  which  we 
are  ready  to  produce  to  your  Honours,  the  opi- 
nions of  eminent  phyficians,  that  the  tafte  and 
property  of  the  victuals  is  much  altered  to  the 
worfe  by  the  faid  folar  cookery,  fricafles  being 
deprived  of  the  hattt  gout  they  acquired  by  being 
drefTed  over  charcoal. 

Lfiftly,  Should  it  happen,  by  an  eclipfe  of  an 
extraordinary  length,  that  this  city  fhouid  be 
deprived  of  the  fun-beams  for  feveral  months  j 
how  will  his  Majefty's  fubjects  fubfift  in  the 
interim,  when  common  cookery,  with  the  arts 
depending  upon  it,  is  totally  loft  ? 

In, 
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In  confideration  of  thefe,  and  many  other  in- 
conveniences, your  petitioners  humbly  pray, 
that  your  Honours  would  either  totally  pro- 
hibit the  confining  and  manufacturing  the 
fun-beams  for  any  of  the  ufeful  purpofes  of 
life,  or,  in  the  enfuing  parliament,  pro- 
cure a  tax  to  be  laid  upon  them,  which  may 
anfwer  both  the  duty  and  price  of  coals,  and 
which  we  humbly  conceive  cannot  be  lefs  than 
thirty  {hillings  per  yard  f quart ,  referring  the 
fole  right  and  privilege  of  the  catoptrical  coo- 
lery,  to  the  royal  fociety,  and  to  the  command- 
ers and  crews  of  the  bomb-veffels  under  the 
direction  of  Mr  "Whifton  for  finding  out  the 
longitude,  who,  by  reafon  of  the  remotenefs 
of  their  ftations,  may  be  reduced  to  {traits 
for  want  of  firing. 

And  we  likewife  beg,  that  your  Honours, 
as  to  the  fore-mentioned  points,  would 
hear  the  Reverend  Mr  Flamftead,  who  is 
the  legal  officer  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment to  look,  after  the  heavenly  luminaries, 
whom  we  have  conftituted  our  trufty  and 
learned  folicitor. 


IT 
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LONDON  STROWED  WITH  RARITIES. 


Being  an  account  of  the  arrival  of  a  white  bear,  at 
the  houfe  of  Mr  Ratcliff in  Bi/1jopfgate-J}rcet ;  as 
alfo,  of  Faujlina,  the  celebrated  Italian  fmging 
•woman  ;  and  of  the  copper-farthing  Dean  from 
Ireland  :  And  lajlly,  of  the  "wonderful  ivild  man 
that  nuas  nurfed  in  the  ivoods  of  Germany  by  a 
tuild  beajl,  hunted  and  taken  in  toyls  ;  hoiu  he 
behaveth  himfelf  like  a  dumb  creature^  and  is  a 
Chrijlian  like  one  of  us,  being  called  Peter  ;  and 
hoiv  he  was  brought  to  court  all  in  green,  to  the 
gitat  ajlonifoment  of  the  quality  and  gentry,  1 726. 


WE  (hall  begin  with  a  defcription  of  Peter 
the  favage,  deferring  our  other  curiofi- 
ties  to  fome  following  papers. 

Ptomulus  and  Renuis  the  two  famous  wild  men 
of  antiquity,  and  Orfin  that  of  the  moderns, 
have  been  juftly  the  admiration  of  all  mankind. 
Nor  can  we  prefage  lefs  of  this  wild  youth,  as 
may  be  gathered  from  that  famous  and  well- 
i  known 
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known   prophecy  of  Lilly's,  which  being  now 
accomplished,  is  moft  eafily  interpreted  : 

When  Rome  Jljall  tvetid  to  Benevetito. 
And  Efpagne  break  the  Afjlento  ; 
When  eagle  fplit  Jball  fly  to  China, 
And  Chrtfii  an  folks  adore  Fauflina  ; 
<Thenfball  an  oak  be  brought  to  bed 
Of  creature  neither  taught  nor  fed  ; 
Great  feats  Jhall  he  atchieve 

The  Pope  is  now  going  to  Benevento  :  The 
Spaniards  have  broke  their  treaty  :  The  Empe- 
ror trades  to  China;  and  Lilly,  were  he  alive, 
muft  be  convinced,  that  it  was  not  the  Emprefs 
Fauftina,  that  was  meant  in  the  prophecy. 

It  is  evident,  by  feveral  tokens  about  this  wild 
gentleman,  that  he  had  a  father  and  mother  like 
one  of  us  ;  but  there  being  no  regifter  of  his 
chriftening,  his  age  is  only  to  be  gueiTed  at  by 
his  ftature  and  countenance,  and  appeareth  to  be 
about  twelve  or  thirteen.  His  being  fo  young 
was  the  occafion  of  the  great  clifappointment  oif 
the  ladies,  who  came  to  the  drawing-room  in 
full  expectation  of  Ibme  attempt  upon  their  cha- 
ftity  :  So  far  is  true,  that  he  endeavoured  to  kifs 
the  young  lady  Walpole,  who,  for  that  reafon, 
is  become  the  envy  of  the  circle  ;  this  being  a  de- 
claration of  nature  in  favour  of  her  fuperior 
beauty. 

Ariftotle  faith,  that  man  is  the  moft  mimic  of 

all  animals  ;  which  opinion  of  that  great  philofo- 

VOL.  VII.  R  pher 
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pher  is  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the  behaviour  of 
this  wild  gentleman,  who  is  endowed  with  that 
quality  to  an  extreme  degree.  He  received  his 
fu-ft  impreffions  at  court  :  His  manners  are  firft 
to  lick  people's  hands,  and  then  turn  his  breech 
upon  them  ;  to  thru  ft  his  hand  into  every  body's 
pocket ;  to  climb  over  people's  heads ;  and  even 
to  make  ufe  of  the  royal  hand,  to  take  what  he 
has  a  mind  to.  At  his  firft  appearance,  he  feized 
on  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  ftaff,  and  put  on  his 
hat  before  the  King;  from  whence  fome  have 
conjectured,  that  he  is  either  defcended  frpm  a 
grandee  of  Spain,  or  the  Earls  of  Kinfale  in  Ire- 
land. However,  thefe  are  manifeft  tokens  of  his 
innate  ambition  ;  he  is  extremely  tenacious  of 
IMS  own  property,  and  ready  to  invade  that  of 
other  people.  By  this  mimic  quality  he  dilcover- 
<~d,  what  wild  beaft  had  nurfed  him  :  Obferving 
children  to  afic  bleffing  of  their  mothers,  one 
day  he  fell  down  upon  his  knees  to  a  fow,  and 
muttered  fome  founds  in  that  humble  pofture. 

It  has  been  commonly  thought,  that  he  is 
Ulrick's  natural  brother,  becaufe  of  fome  refem- 
blanc,c  of  manners,  and  the  officious  care  of  Ul- 
rick  about  him  ;  but  the  fuperiority  of  parts  and 
genius  in  Peter,  demonftrates  this  to  be  impofli- 
ble. 

Though  he  is  ignorant  both  of  antient  and 
modern  languages,  (that  care  being  left  to  the 
ingenious  phyfkian,  who  is  intruded  with  his 
education)  yet  he  cliftinguifh.es  objects  by  certain 

founds 
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founds  framed  to  himfelf,  which  Mr  Rotenberg, 
who  brought  him  over,  understands  perfectly. 
Beholding  one  day  the  fhambles  with  great  fear 
and  aftonifhment,  ever  fince  he  calls  man  by  the 
fame  found,  which  expreffeth  wolf.  A  young 
lady  is  a  peacock,  old  women  magpyes  and  owls  ; 
a  beau  with  a  toupee^  a  monkey ;  glafs,  ice  ;  blue, 
red,  and  green  ribbons,  he  calls  rainbow  j  an 
heap  of  gold,  a  turd.  The  firft  fhip  he  faw,  he 
took  to  be  a  great  beaft  fwimming  on  her  back, 
and  her  feet  tied  above  her  :  The  men  that 
came  out  of  the  hold,  he  took  to  be  her  cubs, 
and  wondered  they  were  fo  unlike  their  dam. 
He  underftands  perfectly  the  language  of  all 
hearts  and  birds,  and  is  not,  like  them,  confined. 
to  that  of  one  fpecies.  He  can  bring  any  beaft 
what  he  calls  for,  and  no  doubt  is  much  miffed 
now  in  his  native  woods,  where  he  ufed  to  do 
good  offices  among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  fervcd 
as  a  mediator  to  reconcile  their  differences.  One 
day  he  warned  a  flock  of  flieep,  that  were  driv- 
ing to  the  {hambles,  of  their  danger ;  and,  upon 
uttering  fome  founds,  they  all  fled.  He  takes 
great  pleafure  in  converfation  with  horfes  ;  and 
going  to  the  Meufe,  to  converfe  with  two  of  his 
intimate  acquaintances  in  the  King's  ftables,  as 
he  paffed  by,  he  neighed  to  the  horie  at  Charing- 
crofs,  being,  as  it  were,  furprifed  to  fee  him  fb 
high :  He  feemed  to  take  it  ill,  that  the  horfe  did 
not  anfwer  him  ;  but  I  think  no-body  can  under- 
value his  understanding,  for  not  being  {killed  in 
ftatuarv. 

R  2  He 
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He  exprefTeth  his  joy  moft  commonly  by  neigh- 
ing ;  and  whatever  the  philofophers  may  talk  of 
their  rifibility,  neighing  is  a  more  noble  expref- 
ilon  of  that  paflion  than  laughing,  which  ftems 
to  me  to  have  fomething  filly  in  it ;  and  befides, 
is  often  attended  with  tears.  Other  animals  are 
fenfible  they  debafe  themfeives,  by  mimicking 
laughter  ;  and  I  take  it  to  be  a  general  obferva- 
tion,  that  the  top  felicity  of  mankind  is  to  imitate 
monkeys  and  birds  ;  witnefs  Harlequins,  Scara- 
mouches, and  Mafqueraders  :  On  the  other* 
hand,  monkeys,  when  they  would  look  extreme- 
ly filly,  endeavour  to  bring  themfeives  down  to 
mankind.  Love  he  exprefieth  by  the  cooing  of 
a  dove,  and  anger  by  the  croaking  of  a  raven  ; 
and  it  is  not  doubted,  but  that  he  will  ferve  in 
time  as  an  interpreter  between  us  and  other  ani- 
mals. 

Great  inftruction  is  to  be  had  from  this  wild 
youth,  in  the  knowledge  of  fimples  ;  and  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  he  ought  always  to  attend  the 
cenfors  of  the  college,  in  their  visitation  of  apo- 
thecaries {hops. 

I  am  told,  that  the  new  *  feft  of  herb-eaten 
intend  to  follow  him  into  the  fields,  or  to  beg 
him  for  a  clerk  of  their  kitchen  ;  and  that  there 
are  many  of  them  now  thinking  of  turning  their 
children  into  woods,  to  graze  with  the  cattle,  in 
hopes  to  raife  a  healthy  and  moral  race,  refined 
from  the  corruptions  of  this  luxurious  world. 

He 

*  Dr  Cheync's  followers.  Hawkff. 
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He  lings  naturally  feveral  pretty  tunes  of  his 
own  compofing,  and  with  equal  facility  in  the 
chromatic,  and  inharmonic^  and  diatonic  ftilc  ;  and 
confequently  muft  be  of  infinite  ufe  to  the  acade- 
my, in  judging  of  the  merits  of  their  compofers, 
and  is  the  only  perfon  that  ought  to  decide  be- 
twixt Cuzzoni  and  Fauftina  f . 

I  cannot  omit  his  firft  notion  of  cloaths,  which 
he  took  to  be  the  natural  ikins  of  the  creatures 
that  wore  them,  and  feemed  to  be  in  great  pain 
for  the  pulling  off  a  flocking,  thinking  the  poor 
man  was  a-flaying. 

I  am  not  ignorant,  that  there  are  difaffccled 
people,  who  fay  he  is  a  pretender,  and  no  ge- 
nuine wild  man.  Ihis  calumny  proceeds  from 
the  falfe  notions  they  have  of  wild  men,  which 
they  frame  from  fuch  a§  they  fee  about  the 
town,  whofe  aftions  are  rather  abfurd  than  wild  ; 
therefore  it  will  be  incumbent  on  all  young  gentle- 
men, who  are  ambitious  to  excel  in  this  character, 
to  copy  this  true  original  of  nature. 

The  fenfes  of  this  wild  man  are  vaftly  more 
acute,  than  thofe  of  a  tame  one  ;  he  can  fol- 
low the  track  of  a  man,  or  any  other  beaft  of* 
prey.  A  dog  is  an  afs  to  him  for  finding  troujles  ; 
his  hearing  is  more  perfect,  becaufe  his  ears  not 
having  been  confined  by  bandages,  he  can  move 
them  like  a  drill,  and  turn  them  towards  the 
fonorous  object. 

R  3  LET 

f  Two  rival  fingers  at  that  time  in  the  Italian  operas  here. 
Ktrakef, 
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LET  us  pray  the  Creator  of  all  beings,  'wild  and 
tame,  that  as  i,his  "wild  youth,  by  being  brought  to 
court,  has  been  made  a  Chrijlian  ;  fo  fuch  as  are  at 
court,  and  are  no  Chrljlians,  may  lay  ajtde  their  favage 
and  rapacious  nature,  and  return  to  the  meeknefs  of 
the  gofpel ! 


The 
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The  NARRATIVE  of  DR  ROBERT  NOR- 
RIS,  concerning  the  grange  and  deplora- 
ble phrenzy  of  MR  JOHN  DENNIS  *,  an 
officer  of  the  cuftom-houfe. 

[Written  in  the  year  1713.] 

IT  is  an  acknowledged  truth,  that  nothing  is 
fo  dear  to  an  honeft  man,  as  his  good  name  j 
nor  ought  he  to  neglect  the  juft  vindication  of  his 
character,  when  it  is  injurioufly  attacked  by  any 
man.  The  perfori  I  have  at  prefent  caufe  to  com- 
plain of,  is  indeed  in  very  melancholy  circum- 
ftances  ;  it  having  pleafed  God  to  deprive  him  of 
his  fenfes,  which  may  extenuate  the  crime  in  him. 
But  I  fhould  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  not  only  to 
myfelf,  but  alfo  to  my  fellow-creatures,  to  whom 
my  talents  may  prove  of  benefit,  fhould  I  fuffer 
my  profeffion  or  honeity  to  be  undefervedly  af- 
perfed.  I  have  therefore  refolved  to  give  the 
public  an  account  of  all  that  has  paffed  between 
the  unhappy  gentleman  and  myfelf. 

On  the  2oth  inftant,  while  I  was  in  my  clofet, 
pondering  the  cafe  of  one  of  my  patients,  I  heard 

a 

*  The  hiftory  of  Mr  Dennis  is  to  be  ft  en  in  Jacob's  Lives  of 
the  Poets,  or  in  Mr  Pope's  Dundad,  among  the  notes  upon 
which  the  curious  reader  may  find  fome  extracts  from  his  writ- 
ings. The  occafion  of  this  Narrative,  fufficiently  appears  from 
the  Doctor's  own  words.  Huvkef. 
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a  knocking  at  my  door  ;  upon  opening  of  which, 
entered  an  old  woman  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  who 
told  me,  that  without  my  affiftance  her  matter 
would  be  utterly  ruined.  I  was  forced  to  inter- 
rupt her  forrow,  by  enquiring  her  matter's  name 
and  place  of  abode.  She  told  me,  he  was  one 
Mr  Dennis,  an  officer  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  who 
was  taken  ill  of  a  violent  phrenzy  laft  April,  and 
had  continued  in  thofe  melancholy  circumftances 
with  few  or  no  intervals.  Upon  this  I  aiked  her 
fome  queftions  relating  to  his  humour  and  ex- 
travagancies, that  I  might  the  better  know  under 
what  regimen  to  put  him,  when  the  caufe  of  his 
diftemper  was  found  out.  Alas  !  Sir,  fays  foe, 
this  day  fortnight  in  the  morning,  a  poor  fimple 
child  came  to  him  from  the  printer's  :  The  boy 
had  no  fooner  entered  the  room,  but  he  cried 
out,  The  devil  ivas  come.  He  often  ft  arcs  ghaft- 
fully,  raves  aloud,  and  mutters  between  his  teeth 
the  word  Cator,  or  Catoy  or  fome  fuch  thing. 
No~w,  Doctor,  this  Cator  is  certainly  a  ivitck, 
and  my  poor  matter  is  under  an  evil  tongue  ; 
for  I  have  heard  him  fay  Cator  has  bewitched 
the  whole  nation.  It  pitied  my  very  heart  to 
think,  that  a  man  of  my  matter's  underftanding 
and  great  fcholarfhip,  who,  as  the  child  told 
me,  had  a  book  of  his  own  in  print,  fhould  talk 
fo  outrageoufly.  Upon  this  I  went  and  laid  out 
a  groat  for  a  horfe-fhoe,  which  is  at  this  time 
nailed  on  the  threfhold  of  his  door  :  But  I  don't 
find  my  matter  is  at  all  die  better  for  it ;  he  per- 
petually 
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petually  ftarts,  and  runs  to  the  window  when  any 
one  knocks,  crying  out,  S' death  !  a  mejjengcr  from 
the  French  King  !  Ifiall  die  in  the  Baftile. 

Having  faid  this,  the  old  woman  prefcnted  me 
with  a  vial  of  his  urine  ;  upon  examination  of 
which,  I  perceived  the  whole  temperament  of  his 
body  to  be  exceeding  hot.  I  therefore  inftantly 
took  my  cane  and  my  beaver,  and  repaired  to  the 
place  where  he  dwelt. 

When  I  came  to  his  lodgings  near  Charing- 
crofs,  up  three  pair  of  flairs,  (which  I  fhould  not 
have  published  in  this  manner,  but  that  this 
lunatic  conctals  the  place  of  his  refidence,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  prevent  the  good  offices  of  thofe  chari- 
table friends  and  phvficians  who  might  attempt 
his  cure)  when  I  came  into  the  room,  I  found 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  feated  on  his  bed, 
with  Mr  Bernard  Lintot  bookfcllcr  on  the  one 
fide  of  him,  and  a  grave  elderly  gentleman  on  the 
other,  who,  as  I  have  fince  learned,  calls  him- 
lelf  a  grammarian ;  the  latitude  of  whofe  counte- 
nance was  not  a  little  eclipfed  by  the  fuilnefs  of 
his  peruke.  As  I  am  a  black  lean  man,  of  a  pale 
vifage,  and  hang  my  cloaths  on  fomewhat  floven- 
ly,  1  no  fooner  went  in,  but  he  frowned  upon 
me,  and  cried  out  with  violence,  *  S1  death !  a 
'  Frenchman !  I  am  betrayed  to  the  tyrant !  Who 
'  could  have  thought  the  Queen  would  have  de- 
'  livered  me  up  to  France  in  this  treaty  ;  and, 

*  leaft  of  all,  that  you,  my  friends,  would  have 

*  been  hi  a  confpiracy  againft  me  ?' Sir,  faid 

4 


/,  here  is  neither  plot  nor  confpiracy,  but  for 
your  advantage.  The  recovery  of  your  fenfes 
requires  my  attendance,  and  your  friends  fent 
for  me  on  no  other  account.  I  then  took  a  par- 
ticular furvey  of  his  perfon,  and  the  furniture 
and  difpofition  of  his  apartment.  His  afpect 
was  furious,  his  eyes  were  rather  fiery  than  live- 
ly, which  he  rolled  about  in  an  uncommon  man- 
ner. He  often  opened  his  mouth,  as  if  he  would 
have  uttered  fome  matter  of  importance,  but  the 
found  feemed  loft  inwardly.  His  beard  was 
grown,  which  they  told  me  he  would  not  fuffer 
to  be  fhaved,  believing  the  modern  dramatic 
poets  had  corrupted  all  the  barbers  in  the  town 
to  take  the  firfl  opportunity  of  cutting  his  throat. 
His  eye-brows  were  grey,  long,  and  grown  to- 
gether, which  he  knit  with  indignation,  when 
any  thing  was  fpoken,  infomuch  that  he  feemed 
not  to  have  fmoothed  his  forehead  for  many 
years.  His  flannel  night-cap,  which  was  ex- 
ceedingly begrimed  with  fweat  and  dirt,  hung, 
upon  his  left  ear ;  the  flap  of  his  breeches  dangled 
between  his  legs,  and  the  rolls  of  his  ftockings 
fell  down  to  his  ancles. 

I  obferved  his  room  was  hung  with  old  tapeJJryt 
which  had  feveral  holes  in  it,  caufed,  as  the  old 
woman  informed  me,  by  his  having  cut  out  of  it 
the  heads  of  divers  tyrants^  the  fiercenefs  of 
whofe  vifages  had  much  provoked  him.  On  all 
fides  of  his  room  were  pinned  _a  great  many  fheets 
of  a  tragedy  called  Cato,  with  notes  on  the  mar- 
gin 
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gin  with  his  own  hand.  The  words  abfurd,  mon- 
Jirous,  execrable,  were  every  where  written  in  fuch 
large  characters,  that  I  could  read  them  without 
my  fpectacles.  By  the  fire-fide  lay  three  far- 
things-worth of  fmall-coal  in  a  Spectator,  and 
behind  the  door  huge  heaps  of  papers  of  the 
fame  title,  which  his  nurfe  informed  me  {he  had 
conveyed  thither  out  of  his  fight,  believing  they 
were  books  of  the  black  art ;  for  her  mafter 
never  read  in  them,  but  he  was  either  quite  moped, 
or  in  raving  jits.  There  was  nothing  neat  in  the 
whole  room,  except  fome  books  on  the  {helves 
very  well  bound  and  gilded,  whofe  names  I  had 
never  before  heard  of,  nor  I  believe  were  any 
where  elfe  to  be  found  ;  fuch  as  Gibraltar,  a 
femedy  ;  Remarks  on  Prince  Arthur  ;  The  grounds 
«f  criticifm  in  poetry  ;  An  ejjay  on  public  fpirit.  The 
only  one  I  had  any  knowledge  of,  was,  a  Paradife 
Loft,  interleaved.  The  whole  floor  was  covered 
with  manufcripts,  as  thick  as  a  paftry-cook's  {hop 
on  a  Chriftmas  eve.  On  his  table  were  fome  ends 
of  verfe,  and  of  candles  ;  a  gallipot  of  ink  with  a 
yellow  pen  in  it,  and  a  pot  of  half-dead  ale 
covered  with  a  Longinus. 

As  I  was  cafting  my  eyes  round  on  all  this  odd 
furniture,  with  fome  earneftnefs  and  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  in  a  profound  filence,  I  was  on  a  fud- 
den  furprized  to  hear  the  man  fpeak  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: 

*  Beware,  Doctor,  that  it  fare  not  with  you 
*  as  with  your  predeceflbr  the  famous  Hippo- 

'  crates, 
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'  crates,  whom  the  miftaken  citizens  of  Abdera 

*  fcnt  for  in  this  very  manner,  to  cure  the  philo- 

*  fopher  Democritus ;  he  returned  full  of  admi- 
<  ration  at  the  vvifdom  of  that  perfon,  whom  he 
'  had  fuppofed  a  lunatic.     Behold,  Doctor,  it 

*  was  thus  Ariftotle  himfelf,  and  all  the  great 
'  ancients,  fpent  their  days  and  nights,  wrapt  up 
'  in  criticifm,  and  befet  all  around  with  their 
c  own  writings.     As  for  me,  whom  you  fee  in 
'  the  fame  manner,  be  aflured  I  have  none  other 
'  difeafe  than  a  fwelling  in  my  legs,  whereof  I 

*  fay  no  more,  fince  your  ait  may  further  cer- 

*  tify  you.' 

I  began  now  to  be  in  hopes,  that  this  cafe  had 
been  mifreprefented  ;  and  that  he  was  not  fo  far 
gone,  but  fome  timely  medicines  might  recover 
him.  I  therefore  proceeded  to  the  proper 
queries,  which,  with  the  anfwers  made  to  me, 
I  mail  fet  down  in  form  of  a  dialogue,  in  the  very 
words  they  were  fpoken,  becaufe  I  would  not 
omit  the  leaft  circumftance  in  this  narrative ;  and 
I  call  my  conference  to  witnefs,  as  if  upon  oath, 
that  I  fhall  tell  the  truth  without  addition  or 
diminution. 

Dr.  Pray,  Sir,  how  did  you  contract  this  fwell- 
ing ? 

Denn.  By  a  criticifm. 

Dr.  A  criticifm  !  that's  a  diftemper  I  never  read 
of. 

Denn.  S'death  !  Sir,  a  diftemper  !  It  is  no  dif- 
temper, but  a  noble  art.  I  have  fat  fourteen 
I  hours 
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hours  a-day  at  it :  And  are  you  a  doftor,  and 
don't  know  there's  a  communication  between  the 
legs  and  the  brain  ? 

Dr.  What  made  you  fit  fo  many  hours,  Sir  ? 

Denn.  Cato,  Sir. 

Dr.  Sir,  I  fpeak  of  your  diftemper ;  what  gave 
you  this  tumour  ? 

Denn*  Cato,  Cato,  Cato.  * 

Old  Worn.  For  God's  fake,  Doctor,  name  not 
this  evil  fpirit ;  it  is  the  whole  caufe  of  his  mad- 
nefs  :  Alas  !  poor  matter  is  juft  falling  into  his  fits. 

Mr  Lintot.  Fits  !   Z !   what  fits  ?   A  man 

may  well  have  fwcllings  in  his  legs,  that  fits  writ- 
ing fourteen  hours  in  a  day.  He  got  this  by  the 
Remarks. 

Dr.  The  Remarks  !  What  are  thofe  ? 

Denn.  S' death  !  have  you  never  read  my  Re- 
marks ?  I  will  be  damned  if  this  dog  Lintot  ever 
publifhed  my  advertifements. 

Mr  Lintot.  Z !  I  publiftied  advertifement 

upon  advertifement ;  and  if  the  book  be  not  read, 
it  is  none  of  my  fault,  but  his  that  made  it.  By 

G ,  as  much  has  been  done  for  the  book,  as 

could  be  done  for  any  book  in  Chriftendom. 

Dr.  We  do  not  talk  of  books,  Sir  ;  I  fear 
thole  are  the  fewel  that  feed  his  delirium  ;  men- 
tion them  no  more.  You  do  very  ill  to  pro- 
mote this  difcourfe. 

I  deflre  a  word  in  private  with  this  other  gen- 
tleman, who  feems  a  grave  and  fenfible  man.  I 
fuppofe,  Sir,  you  are  his  apothecary. 

VOL.  VII.  S  Gent. 

*  Remaiks  on  Cato,  pu'olifted  ly  Mr  D.  in  the  year  17 u. 
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Gent.  Sir,  I  am  his  friend. 

Dr.  I  doubt  it  not.  What  regimen  have  you 
obferved,  fince  he  has  been  under  your  care  ? 
You  remember,  I  fuppofe,  the  pafTage  of  Celfus, 
which  fays,  If  the  patient  on  the  third  day  have 
an  interval,  fufpend  the  medicaments  at  night. 
Let  fumigations  be  ufed  to  corroborate  the  brain. 
I  hope  you  have  upon  no  account  promoted  fter- 
nuation  by  hellebore. 

Gent.  Sir,  no  fuch  matter,  you  utterly  miftake. 

Dr.  Miftake  !  Am  I  not  a  phyfician  ?  and  fhall 
an  apothecary  difpute  my  noftrums  ? — You  may 
perhaps  have  filled  up  a  prefcription  or  two  of 
Ratt'lff's,  which  chanced  to  fucceed  ;  and  with 
that  very  prefcription,  injudicioufly  prefcribed  to 
different  conftitutions,  have  deftroyed  a  multi- 
tude. Pharmacopeia  componat,  medicus  foltts  prefcri- 
Int.  Fumigate  him,  I  fay,  this  very  evening, 
while  he  is  relieved  by  an  interval. 

Denn.  S'death,  Sir,  my  friend  an  apothecary  ! 
a  bafe  mechanic  !  He  who,  like  myfelf,  profefles 
the  nobleft  fciences  in  the  univerfe,  criticifm  and 
poetry  !  Can  you  think  I  would  fubmit  my  writ- 
ings to  the  judgment  of  an  apothecary  ?  By  the 
immortals,  he  himfelf  inferted  three  whole  para- 
Traphs  in  my  Remarks,  had  a  hand  in  my  Public 
Spirit,  nay,  affifted  me  in  my  defcription  of  the 
furies  and  infernal  regions  in  my  Appius. 

Mr  Lintot.  He  is  an  author  j  you  miftake  the 
gentleman,  Do£tor  •,  he  has  been  an  author  thefe 
twenty  years,  to  his  bookfeller's  knowledge,  and 
no  man's  tlfe- 

Denn, 
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Denn.  Is  all  the  town  in  a  combination  ?  Shall 
poetry  fall  to  the  ground  ?  Muft  our  reputation 
be  loft  to  all  foreign  countries  ?  O  deftrujftion  ! 
perdition  !  Opera  !  Opera .'  *.  As  poetry  once 
raifed  cities  j  fo,  when  poetry  fails,  cities  are 
overturned,  and  the  world  is  no  more. 

Dr.  He  raves,  he  raves.  Mr  Lintot,  I  pray 
you  pinion  down  his  arms,  that  he  may  do  no 
mifchief. 

Denn.  O  !  I  am  lick,  fide  to  death  ! 

Dr.  That  is  a  good  fymptom,  a  very  good 
fymptom.  To  be  fick  to  death  (fay  the  modern 
phyficians)  is  an  excellent  fymptom.  When  a 
patient  is  fenfible  of  his  pain,  it  is  half  a  cure. 
Pray,  Sir,  of  what  are  you  fick  ? 

Denn.  Of  every  thing,  of  every  thing.  I  am 
fick  ofthefentimetits,  of  the  dtEliony  of  the  protqfts, 
of  the  epitafts,  and  the  catajlrophe. — Alas  !  what 
is  become  of  the  drama,  the  drama  ? 

Old  Worn.  The  dramt  Sir  ?  Mr  Lintot  drank 
up  all  the  gin  juft  now  j  but  I'll  go  fetch  more 
prefently. 

Denn.  O  fhameful  want,  fcandalous  omiffion  ! 
By  all  the  immortals,  here  is  no  perip<etia>  no 

change  of  fortune  in  the  tragedy  ;  Z !  no 

change  at  all ! 

Old  Worn.  Pray,  good  Sir,  be  not  angry,  I'll 
fetch  change. 

S  2  Dr. 

*  He  wrote  a  treatife  proving  the  decay  of  public  fpirit  to 
proceed  from  Italian  operas. 


Dr.  Hold  your  peace,  woman  ;  his  fit  in- 
creafes :  Good  Mr  Lintot,  hold  him. 

Mr  Lintot.  Plague  on't !  I'm  damnably  afraid, 
they  are  in  the  right  of  it,  and  he  is  mad  in  ear- 
neft.  If  he  fhould  be  really  mad,  who  the  devil 
will  buy  the  Remarks  ?  {Here  Mr  Lintot  f cratch- 
ed  his  bead.'} 

Dr.  Sir,  I  fliall  order  you  the  cold  bath  to- 
morrow— Mr  Lintot,  you  are  a  fenfible  man  ; 
pray  fend  for  Mr  Verdier's  fervant,  and  as  you 
are  a  friend  to  the  patient,  be  fo  kind  as  to  flay 
this  evening,  whilft  he  is  cupped  on  the  head. 
The  fymptoms  of  his  madnefs  feem  to  be  defpe- 
rate  ;  for  Avicen  fays,  that  if  learning  be  mixed 
with  a  brain  that  is  not  of  a  contexture  fit  to  re- 
ceive it,  the  brain  ferments,  till  it  be  totally  ex- 
haufted.  We  muft  eradicate  thefe  undigefted 
ideas  out  of  the  pericranium,  and  reduce  the  pa- 
tient to  a  competent  knowledge  of  himfelf. 

Denn.  Caitiffs,  ftand  off;  unhand  me,  mifcre- 
ants  !  Is  the  man,  whofe  whole  endeavours  are  to 
bring  the  town  to  reafon,  mad  ?  Is  the  man,  who 
fettles  poetry  on  the  bafis  of  antiquity,  mad  ? 
Dares  any  one  affert,  there  is  a  peripetia  in  that 
vile  piece,  that's  foifted  upon  the  town  for  a 
dramatic  poem  ?  That  man  is  mad,  the  town  is 
mad,  the  world  is  mad.  See  Longinus  in  my 
right  hand,  and  Ariftotle  in  my  left ;  I  am  the 
only  man  among  the  moderns  that  fupport  them. 
Am  I  to  be  affaffinated  ?  and  (hall  a  bookfeller, 
who  hath  lived  upon  my  labours,  take  away  that 
life,  to  which  he  owes  his  fupport  ? 

Gent. 
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Gent.  By  your  leave,  gentlemen,  I  apprehend 
you  not.  I  muft  not  fee  my  friend  ill  treated  ; 
he  is  no  more  affected  with  lunacy  than  myfelf : 
I  am  alfo  of  the  fame  opinion  as  to  the  perip&tia* 

Sir,  by  the  gravity  of  your  countenance  and 

habit,  I  (hould  conceive  you  to  be  a  graduate 
phyfician  ;  but  by  your  indecent  and  boifterous 
treatment  of  this  man  of  learning,  I  perceive  you 
are  a  violent  fort  of  a  perfony  I  am  loath  to  fay 
qnacky  who,  rather  than  his  drugs  fhould  lie  up- 
on his  hands,  would  get  rid  of  them  by  cramming 
them  into  the  mouths  of  others.  The  gentleman 
is  of  good  condition,  found  intellectuals,  and 
unerring  judgment :  I  beg  you  will  not  oblige  me 
to  refent  theie  proceedings. 

THESE  were  all  the  words  that  pafTed  among 
us  at  this  time  ;  nor  was  there  need  for  more,  it 
being  necefTary  we  Ihould  make  ufe  of  force  in 
the  cure  of  my  patient. 

I  privately  whifpered  the  old  woman,  to  go  to 
Mr  Verdier's  in  Long-Acre,  with  orders  to  come 
immediately  with  cupping-glafles  ;  in  the  mean- 
time, by  the  afliftance  of  Mr  Lintot,  we  locked 
his  friend  into  a  clofet,  who,  it  is  plain  from  his 
laft  fpeech,  was  likewife  touched  in  his  intellects  ; 
after  which  we  bound  our  lunatic  hand  and  foot 
down  to  the  bed-ftead,  where  he  continued  in 
violent  ravings,  notwithstanding  the  moft  tender 
expreffions  we  could  ufe  to  perfuade  him  to  fub- 
znit  to  the  operation,  till  the  fervant  of  Verdier 
S  3  arrived'. 
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arrived.  He  had  no  fooner  clapped  half  a  dozen 
cupping-glafies  on  his  head,  and  behind  his  ears, 
but  the  gentleman  above  mentioned,  burfting 
open  the  clofet,  ran  furioufly  upon  us,  cut  Mr 
Dennis's  bandages,  and  let  drive  at  us  with  a  vaft 
folio,  which  forely  bruifed  the  fhin  of  Mr  Lintot : 
Mr  John  Dennis  alfo,  ftarting  up  with  cupping- 
glafies  on  his  head,  feized  another  folio,  and  with 
the  fame  dangeroufly  wounded  me  in  the  fkull, 
juft  above  my  right  temple.  The  truth  of  this 
fact,  Mr  Verdier's  fervant  is  ready  to  atteft  upon 
oath,  who,  taking  exact  furvey  of  the  volumes, 
found  that  which  wounded  my  head,  to  be  Gru- 
terus's  Lampas  Critica ;  and  that  which  broke  Mr 
Lintot's  Ihin,  was  Scalliger's  Poetices.  After  this, 
Mr  John  Dennis,  ftrengthened  at  once  by  rage 
2nd  madnefs,  fnatched  up  a  peruke-block,  that 
flood  by  the  bed-fide,  and  wielded  it  round  in  fo 
furious  a  manner,  that  he  broke  three  of  the 
cupping-glafles  from  the  crown  of  his  head,  fo 
that  much  blood  trickled  down  his  vifage. — He 
looked  fo  ghaftly,  and  his  paflion  was  grown  to 
fuch  a  prodigious  height,  that  myfelf,  Mr  Lintot, 
and  Verdier's  fervanr,  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
room  in  all  the  expedition  imaginable. 

I  took  Mr  Lintot  home  with  me,  in  order  to 
have  our  wounds  dreft,  and  laid  hold  of  that  op- 
portunity of  entering  into  difcourfe  with  him 
about  the  madnefs  of  this  perfon,  of  whom  he 
gave  me  the  following  remarkable  relation  : 

THAT  on  the  i7th  of  May,  1712,  between  the 
hours  of  ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning,  Mr  John 

Dennis 
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Dennis  entered  into  his  fhop,  and  opening  one  of 
the  volumes  of  the  Spectator,  in  the  large  paper, 
did  fuddenly,  without  the  leaft  provocation,  tear 
out  that  No. — where  the  author  treats  of  poeti- 
cal juftice,  and  caft  it  into  the  ftreet.  That  the 
faid  John  Dennis,  on  the  27th  of  March  1712, 
finding  on  the  faid  Mr  Lintot's  counter,  a  book 
called  an  EJJay  on  Criticifmy  juft  then  publifhed, 
he  read  a  page  to  two  with  much  frowning,  till 
coming  to  thefe  two  lines, 

Some  have  at  firjl  for  ivitst  then  poets  paftt 
Turn' d  critics  next,  and  prov' V7  plain  fools  at  loft, 

He  flung  down  the  book  in  a  terrible  fury,  and 
cried,  By  G — d  he  means  me. 

That  being  in  his  company  on  a  certain  time, 
when  Shakefpear  was  mentioned  as  of  a  contra- 
ry opinion  to  Mr  Dennis,  he  fwore  the  faid 
Shakefpear  was  a  rafcal,  with  other  defamatory 
expreflions,  which  gave  Mr  Lintot  a  very  ill 
opinion  of  the  faid  Shakefpear. 

That  about  two  months  iince,  he  came  again 
into  the  fhop,  and  caft  feveral  fufpicious  looks  on 
a  gentleman  that  flood  by  him,  after  which  he 
defired  fome  information  concerning  that  perfon. 
He  was  no  fooner  acquainted,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  a  new  author,  and  that  his  firfl  piece 
was  to  be  publifhed  in-  a  few  days,  but  he  drew 
his  fword  upon  him  ;  and  had  not  my  fervant 
luckily  catched  him  by  the  fleeve,  I  might  have 
loft  one  author  upon  the  fpot,  and  another  the 
next  feflions. 

Upon 
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Upon  recolle&ing  all  tliefe  circumftances,  Mr 
Lintot  was  entirely  of  opinion,  that  he  had  been 
mad  for  fome  time  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  this 
whole  narrative  muft  fufficiently  convince  the 
world  of  the  excefs  of  his  frenzy.  It  now  re- 
mains, that  I  give  the  reafons,  which  obliged 
me,  in  my  own  vindication,  to  publifh  this  whole 
unfortunate  tranfaftion. 

In  the  firft  place,  Mr  John  Dennis  had  in- 
duftrioufly  caufed  to  be  reported,  that  1  entered 
into  his  room  vi  et  armist  either  out  of  a  defign 
to  deprive  him  of  his  life,  or  of  a  new  play  cal- 
led CoriolamiS)  which  he  has  had  ready  for  the 
ftage  thefe  four  years. 

Secondly,  He  hath  given  out,  about  Fleet- 
ftreet  and  the  Temple,  that  I  was  an  accomplice 
with  his  bookfeller,  who  vifited  him  with  intent 
to  take  away  divers  valuable  manufcripts,  with- 
out paying  him  copy-money. 

Thirdly,  He  hath  told  others,  that  I  am  no 
graduate  phyfician  ;  and  that  he  had  feen  me  up- 
on a  mountebank  ftage  in  Moorfields,  when  he 
had  lodgings  in  the  college  there. 

Fourthly,  Knowing  that  I  had  much  practice 
in  the  city,  he  reported  at  the  Pvoyal-Exchangc, 
Cuftom-Houfe,  and  other  places  adjacent,  that  I 
was  a  foreign  fpy,  employed  by  the  French  King 
,to  convey  him  into  France  ;  that  I  bound  him 
hand  and  foot ;  and  that,  if  his  friend  had  not 
burft  from  his  confinement  to  his  relief,  he  had 
been  at  this  hour  in  the  Baftile. 

AM 
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All  which  fevcral  aiTertions  of  his  are  fo  very 
extravagant,  as  well  as  inconfiftent,  that  I  ap- 
peal to  all  mankind,  whether  this  perfon  be  not 
out  of  his  fenfes.  I  (hall  not  decline  giving  and 
producing  further  proofs  of  this  truth  in  open 
court,  if  he  drives  the  matter  fo  far.  In  the 
mean  time  I  heartily  forgive  him,  and  pray  that 
the  Lord  may  reftore  him  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  his  underftanding  :  So  wiflieth,  as  bccometh  a 
Chriftian, 


ROBERT  NORRIS,  M.  D. 


From  my  houlc  in  Snow-hill, 
July  the  30th,  1713. 


Godfave  the 
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A  full  and  true  ACCOUNT  of  a  horrid 

and  barbarous   REVENGE   BY  POISON, 

on  the  body  of  Mr  EDMUND  CURLL, 
bookfeller. 

With  a  faithful  copy  of  his  L  A  8  T  WILL  and 

TE  6  T  A  M  E  N  T. 


HISTOR.Y  furnifheth  us  with  examples  of 
many  fatirical  authors,  who  have  fallen 
facrifices  to  revenge  ;  but  not  of  any  bookfellers, 
that  I  know  of,  except  the  unfortunate  fubject 
of  the  following  paper:  I  mean  Mr  Edmund 
Curll,  at  the  Bible  and  Dial  in  Fleet-ftreet,  who 
was  yefterday  poifoned  by  Mr  Pope,  after  having 
lived  many  years  an  inftance  of  the  mild  temper 
of  the  Britifh  nation. 

Every  body  knows,  that  the  faid  Mr  Edmund 
Curll,  on  Monday  the  26th  inftant,  publiflied  a 
fatirical  piece,  intituled,  Court  Poems  ;  in  the  pre- 
face whereof  they  were  attributed  to  a  Lady  of 
quality,  Mr  Pope,  or  Gay  ;  by  which  indifcreet 
method,  though  he  had  efcaped  one  revenge, 
there  were  ftill  two  behind  in  referve. 

Now,  on  the  Wednefday  enfuing,  between 
the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven,  Mr  Lintot,  a  neigh- 
bouring bookfeller,  defired  a  conference  with  Mr 
Curll,  about  fettling  a  title-page^  inviting  him  at 

the 
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the  fame  time  to  take  a  whet  together.  Mr 
Pope,  who  is  not  the  only  inftance  how  perfons 
of  bright  parts  may  be  carried  away  by  the  infti- 
gation  of  the  devil,  found  means  to  convey  him- 
felf  into  the  fame  room,  under  pretence  of  bu- 
finefs  with  Mr  Lintot,  who,  it  feems,  is  the  prin- 
ter of  his  Homer.  This  gentleman,  with  a  feem- 
ing  coolnefs,  reprimanded  Mr  Curll,  for  wrong- 
fully afcribing  to  him  the  aforefaid  poems :  He 
excufed  himfelf,  by  declaring,  that  one  of  his 
authors  (Mr  Oldmixion  by  name)  gave  the  co- 
pies to  the  prefs,  and  wrote  the  preface.  Upon 
this  Mr  Pope,  being  to  all  appearance  reconciled, 
very  civilly  drank  a  glafs  of  fack  to  Mr  Curll, 
which  he  as  civilly  pledged  j  and  though  the  li- 
quor, in  colour  and  tafle,  differed  not  from 
common  fack,  yet  was  it  plain,  by  the  pangs  this 
unhappy  ftationer  felt  foon  after,  that  fome  poi- 
fonous  drug  had  been  fecretly  infufed  therein. 

About  eleven  o'clock  he  went  home,  where 
his  wife  obferving  his  colour  changed,  faid, 
'  Are  you  not  fick,  my  dear  ?'  He  replied, 
*  Bloody  fick  ;'  and  incontinently  fell  a  vomiting 
and  draining  in  an  uncommon  and  unnatural 
manner,  the  contents  of  his  vomiting  being  as 
green  as  grafs.  His  wife  had  been  juft  reading 
a  book  of  her  hufband's  printing  concerning  Jane 
Wenham,  the  famous  witch  of  Hertford,  and 
her  mind  mifgave  her,  that  he  was  bewitched; 
but  he  foon  let  her  know,  that  he  fufpected 
poifon,  and  recounted  to  her,  between  the  inter- 
vals 
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vals   of  his   yawnings  and  retchings,  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  interview  with  Mr  Pope. 

Mr  Lintot,  in  the  mean  time  coming  in,  was 
extremely  affrighted  at  the  fudden  alteration  he 
obferved  in  him :  *  Brother  Curll,  fays  he>  I  fear 

*  you  have  got  the  vomiting  diftemper  ;  which  I 
e  have  heard  kills  in  half  an  hour.     This  comes 

*  from,  your  not  following  my  advice,  to  drink 
'  old  hock  in  a  morning,  as  I  do,  and  abftain 
1  from   fack.'     Mr   Curll  replied   in   a   moving 
tone,   '  Your   author's   fack,  I   fear,  has   done 
'  my  bufmefs.'     '  Z — ds,  fays  Mr  Lintot,  my 
(  author  ! — Why  did  not  you  drink  old  hock  ?' 
Notwithftanding  which  rough  remonftrance,  he 
did  in  the  moft  friendly  manner  prefs   him  to 
take  warm  water  :  But  Mr  Curll  did  with  great 
obftinacy  refufe  it ;  which  made  Mr  Lintot  in- 
fer, that  he  chofe  to  die,  as  thinking  to  recover 
greater  damages. 

All  this  time  the  fymptorns  increafed  violently, 
with  acute  pains  in  the  lower  belly.  *  Brother 
'  Lintot,  fays  het  I  perceive  my  laft  hour  ap- 
'  preaching ;  do  me  the  friendly  office  to  call 
'  my  partner,  Mr  Pemberton,  that  we  may 

*  fettle  our  worldly  affairs.'     Mr  Lintot,  like  a 
kind  neighbour,  was  haftening  out  of  the  room, 
while   Mr   Curll   raved  aloud   in   this  manner  : 

*  If  I  furvive  this,  I  will  be  revenged  on  Tonfon ; 

*  it  was  he  firfl  detected  me  as  the  printer  of 

*  thefe   poems,   and   I  will   reprint    thefe  very 
'  poems   in  his   name/      His   wife   admonifhed 

i  him 
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him  not  to  think  of  revenge,  but  to  take  care 
of  his  ftock  and  his  foul :  And  in  the  fame  in- 
ftant,  Mr  Lintot,  whofe  goodnefs  can  never  be 
enough  applauded,  returned  with  Mr  Pemberton. 
After  fome  tears  jointly  fhed  by  thefe  humane- 
bookfellers,  Mr  Curll  being,  as  he  faid,  in  his 
perfect  fenfcs,  though  in  great  bodily  pain,  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  make  a  verbal  will  (Mrs 
Curll  having  firft  put  on  his  night-cap)  in  the 
following  manner : 

GENTLEMEN,  in  the  firft  place,  I  do  fincere- 
ly  pray  forgivenefs  for  thofe  indirect  methods  I 
have  purfued,  in  inventing  new  titles  to  old  books, 
putting  authors  names  to  things  they  never  faw, 
publifhing  private  quarrels  for  public  entertain- 
ment ;  all  which  I  hope  will  be  pardoned,  as 
being  done  to  get  an  honeft  livelihood. 

I  do  alfo  heartily  beg  pardon  of  all  perfons  of 
honour,  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  gentry, 
burgefies,  and  commonalty,  to  whofe  abufe  I 
have  any  or  every  way  contributed  by  publica- 
tions ;  particularly,  I  hope  it  will  be  confidered, 
that  if  I  have  vilified  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  I  have  likewife  afperfcd  the  late 
Duke  of  Ormond ;  if  I  have  abufed  the  honour- 
able Mr  Walpole,  I  have  alfo  libelled  the  Lord 
Bolingbroke :  So  that  I  have  preferved  that  equa- 
lity and  impartiality,  which  becomes  an  boneji  man 
in  times  of  faction  and  divifion. 

I  call  my  confcience  to  witnefs,  that  many  of 

thefe   things,  which   may  feem   malicious,  were 

VOL.  VII.  T  done 
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done  out  of  charity ;  I  have  made  it  wholly  my 
bufinefs,  to  print  for  poor  difconfolate  authors, 
whom  all  other  bookfellers  refufe.  Only,  God 
blefs  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  !  you  know  he  takes 
no  copy-money. 

The  fecond  collection  of  poems,  which  I 
groundlefly  called  Mr  Prior's,  will  fell  for  no- 
thing, and  hath  not  yet  paid  the  charge  of  the 
advertifements  which  1  was  obliged  to  publifh 
againft  him  :  Therefore,  you  may  as  well  fupprefs 
the  edition,  and  beg  that  gentleman's  pardon  in 
the  name  of  a  dying  Chriftian. 

The  French  Cato,  with  the  Criticifm  (hewing 
how  fuperiour  it  is  to  Mr  Addifon's,  (which  I 
wickedly  afcribed  to  Madam  Dacier)  may  be  fup- 
preiTed  at  a  reafonable  rate,  being  damnably  tranf- 
lated. 

I  proteft  I  have  no  animofity  to  Mr  Rowe, 
having  printed  part  of  Calliposdia,  and  an  in- 
correct  edition  of  his  poems,  without  his  leave, 
in  quarto.  Mr  Gildon's  Rehearfal,  or  Bays  the 
younger,  did  more  harm  to  me  than  to  Mr  Rowe ; 
though,  upon  the  faith  of  an  honeft  man,  I  paid 
him  double  for  abufing  both  him  and  Mr  Pope. 

Heaven  pardon  me  for  publifliing  the  Trials  of 
Sodomy,  in  an  Elzevir  letter  !  but  I  humbly  hope, 
my  printing  Sir  Puchard  Blackmore's  Ej/ays  will 
atone  for  them.  I  beg  that  you  will  take  what  re- 
mains of  thefe  lait,  (which  is  near  the  whole  im- 
preflion,  prefents  exceptcd)  and  let  my  poor 
widow  have,  in  exchange,  the  fole  property  of 
the  copy  of  Madam  Mafcranny. 

{Here 
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\_Here  Mr  Pemberton  interrupted)  and  would  by 
no  means  confent  to  this  article ;  about  "which  feme 
difpute  might  have  arifen  unbecoming  a  dying  perfon, 
if  Air  Lintot  had  not  inttrpofed,  and  Air  Curll 
vomited.'] 

What  this  poor  unfortunate  man  /poke  afterwards, 
•was  fo  indijiincJ,  and  in  fuch  broken  accents,  (being 
perpetiwlly  interrupted  by  vomitings)  that  the  reader 
is  intreated  to  excufe  the  confufton  and  imperfection  of 
this  account. 

Dear  Mr  Pemberton,  I  beg  you  to  beware  of 
the  indictment  at  Hick's  hall,  for  publifhing  Ro- 
ehefter's  bawdy  poems  ;  that  copy  will  otherwise 
be  my  beft  legacy  to  my  dear  wife,  and  helplcfs 
child. 

The  cafe  of  impotence  was  my  beft  fupport  at  the 
laft  long  vocation. 

[/«   this  lajl  paragraph^   Mr  Curlfs  voice  grew 
more  free,  for  his  vomitings  abated  upon  his  dejec-^ 
tions,  and  he  fpoke  what  follows  from  his  cIofe-jlooL~\ 

For  the  copies  of  noblemens  and  bifliops  Ittft 
wills  and  tejlaments^- 1  folemniy  declare,  I  printed 
them  not  with  any  purpofe  of  defamation  ;  but 
merely  as  I  thought  thofe  copies  lawfully  pur- 
chafed  from  Doctors  Commons,  at  one  Jhilling  a 
piece.  Our  trade  in  wills  turning  to  fmall account, 
we  may  divide  them  blindfold. 

For  Mr  Manwaring's  Life,  I  afk  Mrs  Old- 
field's  pardon  :  Neither  his,  nor  my  Lord  Halli- 
fax's  lives,  though  they  were  of  fervice  to  their 
T  2  country, 
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country,  were  of  any  to  me  ;  but  I  was  refolved, 
fince  1  could  not  print  their  works  while  they 
lived,  to  print  their  lives  after  they  were  dead. 

While  he  was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  Mr  Old- 
mixon  entered.  *  Ah!  Mr  Oldmixon,  faid  poor 
f  Mr  Curll,  to  what  a  condition  have  your 
'  works  reduced  me  !  I  die  a  martyr  to  that  un- 
'  lucky  preface.  However,  in  thefe  my  laft  mo- 
'  ments,  I  will  be  juft  to  all  men  ;  you  fhall  have 
'  your  third  fhare  of  the  Court  Poems,  as  was 
'  ftipulated.  When  I  am  dead,  where  will  you 
*  find  another  book/filer  ?  Tour  Proteftant  Packet 
'  might  have  fupported  you,  had  you  writ  a  little 
'  lefs  fcurriloufly  ;  there  is  a  mean  in  all  things. ' 

Here  Mr.  Lintot  interrupted.  Why  not  find  a- 
nother  bookfeller,  Brother  Curll?  and  then  took 
Mr  Oldmixon  afide,  and  whifpered  him  :  *  Sir, 
'  as  foon  as  Curll  is  dead,  I  fliall  be  glad  to  talk 
'  with  you  over  a  pint  at  the  Devil.' 

Mr  Curll  now  turning  to  Mr  Pemberton, 
told  him  he  had  feveral  taking  title-pages ,  that  on- 
ly wanted  tfeatifes  to  be  wrote  to  them  ;  and  ear- 
neftly  defired,  that  when  they  were  written,  his 
heirs  might  have  fome  fhare  of  the  profit  of 
them. 

After  he  had  faid  this,  he  fell  into  horrible 
gripings,  upon  which  Mr  Lintot  advifed  him  to 
repeat  the  Lord's  prayer.  He  defired  his  wife 
to  ftep  into  the  fhop  for  a  Common-prayer-book, 
and  read  it  by  the  help  of  a  candle  without  hefi- 

tation. 
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tation.  He  clofcd  the  book,  fetched  a  groan, 
and  recommended  to  Mrs  Curll  to  give  forty 
Ihillings  to  the  poor  of  the  parifh  of  St  Dun- 
ftan's,  and  a  iveeKs  wages  advance  to  each  of  his 
gentlemen  authors,  with  fome  fmall  gratuity  in 
particular  to  Mrs  Centlivre. 

The  poor  man  continued  for  fome  hours,  with 
all  his  difconfolate  family  about  him  in  tears,  ex- 
pedYmg  his  final  diflblution  ;  when  of  a  fuclden  he 
was  furprifingly  relieved  by  a  plentiful  foetid 
ftool,  which  obliged  them  all  to  retire  out  of  the 
room.  Notwithftanding,  it  is  judged  by  Sir 
Richard  Blackmore,  that  the  poifon  is  ftill  latent 
in  his  body,  and  will  infallibly  deftroy  him  by  flow 
degrees  in  lefs  than  a  month.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
the  other  enemies  of  this  wretched  ftationer,  will 
not  further  purfue  their  revenge,  or  fhorten  this 
fhort  period  of  his  miferable  life, 
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A  further  Account  of  the  moft  deplorable 
CONDITION  of  Mr  EDMUND  CURJLL, 
Bookfeller. 


THE  public  is  already  acquainted  with  the 
manner  of  Mr  Curll's  imprifonment,  by 
a  faithful,  though  unpolite,  hiftorian  of  Grub- 
ftreet.  I  am  but  the  continuer  of  his  hiftory  ; 
yet  I  hope  a  due  diftinclion  will  be  made  between 
an  undignified  fcribler  of  a  flieet  and  a  half,  and 
the  author  of  a  three-penny  ftitched  book,  like 
myfelf. 

'  Wit,  faith  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  *,  proceeds 
*  from  a  concurrence  of  regular  and  exalted 
'  ferments,  and  an  affluence  of  animal  fpirits 
'  rectified  and  refined  to  a  degree  of  purity.' 
On  the  contrary,  when  the  ingenious  particles 
rife  with  the  vital  liquor,  they  produce  an  ab- 
ftraction  of  the  rational  part  of  the  foul,  which 
we  commonly  call  madnefs.  The  verity  of  this 
hypothefis,  is  juftified  by  the  fymptoms  with 
which  the  unfortunate  Mr  Edmund  Curll  book- 
feiler  hath  been  afR16led,  ever  fince  his  fwallow- 
ing  the  poifon  at  the  Swan-tavern  in  Fleet-ftreetv 
For  though  the  neck  of  his  retort,  which  carries 
np  the  animal  fpirits  to  the  head,  is  of  an  extra- 

ordinai'y 

*  Blackmore's  EfTays,  vol.  I, 
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ordinary  length  ;  yet  the  faid  animal  fpirits  rife 
muddy,  being  contaminated  with  the  inflammable 
particles  of  this  uncommon  poifon. 

The  fymptoms  of  his  departure  from  his  ufual 
temper  of  mind,  were,  at  firft,  only  fpeaking  civilly 
to  bis  cujlomersy  ftngeing  a  pig  "with  a  ne-w  pur  chafed 
libel,  and  refujitig  tivo-and-nine-pence  for  Sir  Rich* 
ard  Blackmore's  EJJays. 

As  the  poor  man's  frenzy  increafed,  he  began 
to  void  his  excrements  in  his  bed,  read  Rochejfer's 
bawdy  poems  to  his  wife,  gave  Oldmixion  a  flap  on 
the  chops,  and  'would  have  kijjed  Mr  Pembertorfs 
A  —  by  violence. 

But  at  laft  he  came  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  he 
would  dine  upon  nothing  but  copper-plates,  took  a 
clyjler  for  a  tuhipt  fyllabub,  and  made  Mr  Lintot 
eat  a  fuppofttory  for  a  radijfj,  ivith  bread  and  butter. 

"We  leave  it  to  every  tender  wife  to  imagine, 
how  forely  all  this  afflicted  poor  Mrs  Curll  :  At 
firft  {he  privately  put  a  bill  into  feveral  churches, 
deiiring  the  prayers  of  the  congregation  for  a 
'wretched  Jlatione  r,  diftempered  in  mind.  But 
when  Ihe  was  fadly  convinced,  that  his  misfor- 
tune was  public  to  all  the  world,  fhe  writ  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  her  good  neighbour  Mr  Lintot. 

A  true  copy  of  Mrs  Qurll's  Letter  to  Mr  LintoL 
WORTHY  MR  LINTOT, 


VOU  and  all  the  neighbours  know  too  welt 
the  frenzy,  with  which  my  poor  man  is 

«  vifited. 
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'  vifited.  I  never  perceived  he  was  out  of  him- 
'  felf,  till  that  melancholy  day,  that  he  thought 
'  he  was  poifoned  in  a  glafs  of  fack  ;  upon  this 
'  he  ran  a-vomiting  all  over  the  houfe,  nay,  in 
'  the  new-wafhed  dining-room.  Alas  !  this  is 
'  the  greateft  adverfity  that  ever  befel  my  poor 
(  man,  fince  he  loft  one  tejlicle  at  fchool  by  the 
'  bite  of  a  black  boar.  Good  Lord  !  if  he  fhould 
'  die,  where  {hould  I  difpofe  of  thejlock  ?  unlefs 
*  Mr  Pemberton  or  you  would  help  a  diftrefled 
'  widow ;  for,  God  knows,  he  never  publifhed 
'any  books  that  lafted  above  a  week,  fb  that  if 
'  he  wanted  daily  books,  we  wanted  daily  bread. 
'  I  can  write  no  more,  for  I  hear  the  rap  of  Mr 
'  CurlPs  ivory-headed  cane  upon  the  counter. — 
'  Pray  recommend  me  to  your  pajlry-cook)  who 
'•  furnifhes  you  yearly  with  tarts  in  exchange  for 
'  your  paper,  for  Mr  Curlt  has  difobliged  ours 
c  fince  his  fits  came  upon  him  ; — before  that, 
'  we  generally  lived  upon  baked  meats* — He  is 
'  coming  in,  and  I  have  but  juft  time  to  put  his 
'  fon  out  of  the  way  for  fear  of  mifchief :  So>: 
'  wifliing  you  a  merry  Eafter,  1  remain  your 
'  Moft  humble  fervant, 

«  C.    C  U  R  L  L/ 

'  P.  S.  As  to  the  report  of  my  poor  hulband's 
'  ftealing  o'  calf,  it  is  really  groundlefs,  for  he 
4  always  binds  \aficep.* 

BUT 
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BUT  we  return  to  Mr  Curll,  who  all  Wednef- 
day  continued  outrageoufly  mad.  On  Thurf- 
day  he  had  a  lucid  interval,  that  enabled  him  to 
fend  a  general  fummons  to  all  his  authors.  There 
was  but  one  porter  who  could  perform  this  of- 
fice, to  whom  he  gave  the  following  bill  of  direc- 
tions, where  to  find  them.  This  bill,  together 
with  Mrs  Curll's  original  letter,  lie  at  Mr  Lintot's 
ihop,  to  be  perufed  by  the  curious. 


Injlruftlons  to  a  porter,   how  to  Jind  Mr   Curll's 

authors. 

'  A    T  a  tallow-chandler's     in    Petty  France, 
half  way  under  the  blind  arch  :  Afk  for 
'  the  hiftorian.' 

f  At  the  Bed-ftead  and  Bolfter,  a  mufic- 
'  houfe  in  Moorfields,  two  Tranflators  in  a  bed 
'  together. 

*  At  the  Hercules  and  Still  in  Vinegar-yard, 
'  a  School-matter  with  carbuncles  on  his  nofe. 

*  At  a  blackfmith's  Ihop  in  the  Friers,  a  Pin- 
'  daric  Writer  in  red  {lockings. 

'  In  the  Calendar-mill-room  at  Exeter-change, 

*  a  Compofer  of  meditations. 

*  At   the   three    Tobacco-pipes   in   Dog   and 
c  Bitch-yard,  one  that  has  been  a  Parfon  ;  he 

*  wears  a  blue  camblet-coat,  trimmed  with  black : 
4  My  beft  writer  againft  revealed  religion. 

«  At 


226     AN   ACCOUNT  OF   THE 

'  At  Mr  Summers  a  thief-catcher's,  in  Lewk- 

*  ner's  Lane,  the  man  that  wrote  againft  the  im- 
'  piety  of  Mr  Rowe's  plays. 

1  At  the  Farthing-pye-houfe  in  Tooting-fields, 
'  the  young  man  who  is  writing  my  new  Pafto- 

*  rals. 

*  At  the  LaundrefTes,  at  the  Hole  in  the  Wall 
'  in  Curfitor's  alley,  up  three  pair  of  ftairs,  the 
'  author  of  Church-Hiftory, — if  his  flux  be  over. 
'  — You  may  alfo  fpeak  to  the  gentleman,  who 

*  lies  by  him  in  the  flock-bed,  my  Index-maker. 

'  The  Cook's  *  wife  in  Buckingham-court ; 
'  bid  her  bring  along  with  her  the  Jimiles  that 
1  were  lent  her  for  the  next  new  play. 

'  Call  at  Budge-Row,  for  the  gentleman  you 
'  ufed  to  go  to  in  the  cock-loft;  I  have  taken  away 
'  the  ladder,  but  his  landlady  has  it  in  keeping. 

'  I  don't  much  care  if  you  alk  at  the  Mint  for 
'  the  old  beetle-browed  critic, — and  the  purblind 
'  poet,  at  the  Alley  over  againft  St  Andrew's, 
'  Holborn.  But  this  as  you  have  time.' 

All  thefe  gentlemen  appeared  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed, in  Mr  Curll's  dining-room,  two  except- 
ed  ;  one  of  whom  was  the  gentleman  in  the 
cock-loft ;  his  landlady  being  out  of  the  way,  and 
the  gradus  ad  Parnaffum  taken  down,  the  other 
happened  to  be  too  clofely  watched  by  the  bai- 
liffs 

They  no  fooner  entered  the  room,  but  all  of 
them  fhewed  in  their  behaviour  fome  fufpici&n 

of 

*  Mrs  Ccntlivre. 
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of  each  other ;  fome  turning  away  their  heads 
with  an  air  of  contempt ;  others  fquinting  with  a 
leer,  that  {hewed  at  once  fear  and  indignation^ 
each  with  a  haggered  abftra&ed  mien,  the  lively 
picture  o£fcornt  folitude,  and  Jhort  commons.  So 
when  a  keeper  feeds  his  hungry  charge  of  vul- 
tures, panthers,  and  of  Lybian  leopards,  each 
eyes  his  fellow  with  a  fiery  glare  :  High  hung, 
the  bloody  liver  tempts  their  maw.  Or,  as  a 
houfewife  ftands  before  her  pales,  furrounded 
by  her  geefe  j  they  fight,  they  hifs,  they  gaggle, 
beat  their  wings,  and  down  is  fcattered  as  the 
Winter's  fnow,  for  a  poor  grain  of  oat,  or  tare, 
or  barley.  Such  looks  fliot  through  the  room, 
tranfverfe,  oblique,  direct ;  fuch  was  the  ftir  and 
din,  till  Curll  thus  fpoke,  (but  without  riling 
from  the  clofe-ftool)  : 

'  Whores  and  authors  muft  be  paid  before-hand, 
'  to  put  them  in  good  humour  ;  therefore  here 
'  is  half  a  crown  piece  for  you  to  drink  your 
'  own  healths,  and  confulion  to  Mr  Addifon, 
f  and  all  other  fuccefsful  writers.' 

*  Ah,  gentlemen  !  What  have  I  not  done  ? 
'  what  have  I  not  fuffered,  rather  than  the  world 

*  fhoukl  be  deprived  of  your  lucubrations  ?  I  have 
'  taken  involuntary  purges,  I  have  been  vomit- 
'  ed,  three  times  have  1  been  caned,  once  I  was 
'  hunted,  twice  was  my  head  broke  by  a  grena- 

*  dier,  twice  I  was  toiTed  in  a  blanket ;  I  have 
c  had  boxes  on  the  ear,  flaps  on  the  chops  ;  I 

*  have  been  frighted,  pumped,  kicked,  flander- 
'  ed,  and  befhitten. 1  hope,  gentlemen,  you 

*  arc 
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'  are  all  convinced,  that  this  author  of  Mr  Lin- 
'  tot's  could  mean  nothing  clfe,  but  ftarving  you, 

*  by  poifoning  me.      It  remains  for  us  to  confult 
'.  the  befl  and  fpeedieft  methods  of  revenge.' 

^  He  had  fcarce  done  fpeaking,  but  the  hiftorian 
^ropofed  a  hiftory  of  his  life.  The  Exeter-Ex- 
change gentleman  was  for  penning  articles  of  his 
faith.  Some  pretty  fmart  Pindaric,  fays  the  red- 
ftocking  poet,  would  effectually  do  his  bufinefs. 
But  the  index-maker  faid,  there  was  nothing  like 
an  index  to  his  Homer. 

After  feveral  debates,  they  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  : 

'  Refolved,  That  every  member  of  this  fociety, 
'  according  to  his  feveral  abilities,  (hall  contri- 
'  bute  fome  way  or  other  to  the  defamation  of 
«  Mr  Pope. 

*  Refolved,  That  towards  the  libelling  of  the 
'  faid  Pope,  there  be  a  fum  employed  not  ex* 
'  ceeding  fix  pounds  fixteen  flu'Jlings  and  nine- 
'  pence  (not  including  advertifements.) 

'  Refolvedt  That  he  has  on  purpofe,  in  feveral 
'  paffages,  perverted  the  true  ancient  Heathen 

*  fenfe  of  Homer,  for  the  more  effectual  pro- 
'  pagation  of  the  pppifh  religion. 

*  Refolved,  That  the  printing  of  Homer's  bat- 
f  t/es,  at  this  juncture,  has  been  the  occafion  of 
'  all  the  difturbances  of  this  kingdom. 

«  Ordered,  That  Mr  Barnivelt  *  be  invited  to 
i  «  be 

*  The  key  to  the  lock,  a  pamphlet  written   by  Mr  Pope,  in 
which  The  rape  of  the  lock  was  with  great  folemnity  proved  to  be 

a 
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*  be  a  member  of  this  fociety,  in  order  to  make 

*  further  difcoveries.' 

'  Refokedy  That  a  number  of  effective  errata's 
4  be  raifed  out  of  Pope's  Homer,  (not  exceeding 
x  1746);  and  that  every  gentleman,  who  fhall 
'  fsnd  in  one  error,  for  his  encouragement,  (hall 

*  have  the  whole  works  of  this  fociety  gratis. 

'  Rffolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  ten  fliil- 
'  lings  and  fixpence,  be  diftributed  among  the 
1  members  of  this  fociety,  for  coffee  and  tcbaccoy  in 

*  order  to  enable  them  the  more  effectually  to 

*  defame  him  in  coffee-houfes. 

*  Refolved,  That  towards  the  further  leflening 

*  the  character  of  the  faid  Pope,  fome  perfons  be 

*  deputed  to  abufe   him  at  ladies  tea-tables ;    and 
'  that  in  consideration  our  authors  are  not  well 

'  drejfed  enough,  Mr  C y,  and  Mr  Ke 1, 

'  be  deputed  for  that  fervice. 

'  Refolveil,  That  a  ballad  be  made  againft  Mr 

*  Pope  ;  and  that  Mr  Oldmixon  *,  Mr  Gildon  f, 

*  and  Mrs  Centlivre  J,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
'  the  fame. 

VOL.  VII.  U  «  Refolded, 

a  political  libel,  was  publilhed  in  the  name  of  Efdras  Barnivelt 
apothecary.  Haivkcf. 

*  Oldmixon  was  all  his  life  a  party  writer  for  hire  :  And 
after  having  falfified  Daniel's  Chronicle  in  many  places,  he 
charged  three  eminent  perfons  with  falfifying  Lord  Clarendon's 
Hillory,  which  was  difapproved  by  Dr  Atterbury,  Bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  the  only  Turvivor  of  them.  Haivkcf. 

f  Gildon,  a  writer  of  criticifras  and  libels,  who  abufed  Mr 
Pope  in  leveral  pamphlets  and  books  printed  by  Curll.  Haiukcf. 

\  .Mrs  Suiannah  Centlivrej  wife  of  Mr  Centlivre,  yeoman 

of 
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'  Refolved,  That  above  all,  foine  effectual 
4  ways  and  means  be  found  to  increafe  the  joint 

*  ftock  of  the  reputation  of  this  fociety,  which 
'  at  prefent  is  exceeding  low,  and  to  give  their 

*  works  the  greater  currency  ;  whether  by  raif- 

*  ing   the  denomination   of  the   faid   works  by 

*  counterfeit   title-pages,     or   mixing   a    greater 
'  quantity  of  the  fine  metal  of  other  authors  with 
'  the  alloy  of  this  fociety. 

'  Refolved,  That  no  member  of  this  fociety, 
f  for  the  future,  mixjtcut  in  his  ale  in  a  morning, 

1  and  that  Mr  B remove  from  the  Hercules 

«  and  Still. 

*  Refolved,    That  all    our   members,    (except 

*  the  cook's  ivife)  be  provided  with  a  fufficient 

*  quantity  of  the   vivifying  drops,  or  Byfield's  fat 
'  volatile. 

'  Refohed,  That  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  *  be 
'  appointed  to  endue  this  fociety  with  a  large 

*  quantity   of   regular  and  exalted  ferments,     in 
'  order  to  enliven  their  cold  fentlments  (being  his 
'  true  receipt  to  make  wits  f.)' 

Thefe  refblmions  being  taken,  the  affembly 
was  ready  to  break  up  5  but  they  took  fo  near  a 

part 

of  the  Mouth  to  his  Majefiy,  wrote  a  fong  before  fhc  was  feven 
years  old,  and  many  plays  :  She  wrote  alfo  a  ballad  againft 
Mr  Pope's  Honrer,  before  he  began  it.  Ha-vkcf. 

"  Sir  Richard    Bluckmore,   in  his  Efiays,  vo!.  ii.  p.  270,  ao- 
cuftd   Mr   Pope  in  very  high   and  fober  terms,    of  prophanc- 
neis  and  immorality,  on  the  mere  report  of  Curll,  that  he  wa? 
author  of  a  travertie  on  the  firlt  Pfalm.     Hn'i'kcf. 
t  See  page  aaa. 
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part  in  Mr  Curll's  afflictions,  that  none  of  them 
could  leave  him  without  giving  him  fome  advice 
to  reinftate  him  in  his  health. 

Mr  Gilclon  was  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to 
drive  a  Pope  out  of  his  belly,  he  fhould  get  the 
mummy  of  fome  cleceafed  Moderator  of  the  Gtne- 
ral  AJftmbly  in  Scotland,  to  be  taken  inwardly  as 
an  effectual  antidote  again  ft  Antichrift ;  but  Mr 
Oldmixon  did  conceive,  that  the  liver  of  the  per- 
fon  who  adminiftred  the  poifon,  boiled  in  broth, 
would  be  a  more  certain  cure. 

While  the  company  were  expecting  the  thanks 
of  Mr  Curll  for  thefe  demonftrations  of  their 
zeal,  a  whole  pile  of  Sir  Richard's  EJJliys  on  a 
fudden  fell  on  his  head ;  the  fhock  of  which  in 
an  inftant  brought  back  his  delirium.  He  imme- 
diately rofe  up,  overturned  the  clofe-ftool,  and 
beih-t  the  EJfays  (which  may  probably  occafion  a 
Jecond  edition) ;  then,  without  putting  up  his  breech- 
es, in  a  moft  furious  tone,  he  thus  broke  out  to 
his  books,  which  his  diftempered  imagination  re- 
prefented  to  him  as  alive,  coming  down  from 
their  {helves,  fluttering  their  leaves,  and  flapping 
their  covers  at  him. 

Now,  G — d  damn  all  folios,  quartos,  octavos, 
and  duodecimos  !  Ungrateful  varlcts  that  you  are, 
who  have  fo  long  taken  up  my  houfe  without 
paying  for  your  lodging  !  Are  you  not  the  beg- 
garly brood  of  fumbling  journeymen  ?  born  in 
garrets  among  lice  and  cobiuels,  nurfed  up  on 

grey  peas,  bullocks  liver,  and  porters  ale  ? Was 

U  2  not 
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rot  the  firft  light  you  fa\v,  the  farthing  candle  I 
paid  for  ?  Did  you  not  come  before  your  time 
into  dirty  Jheets  of  brown  paper  ? — And  have  not 
1  clothed  you  in  double  royal,  lodged  you  hand- 
fbmely  on  decent  foclves,  laced  your  backs  with 
gold,  equipt  you  with  fplendid  titles,  and  fent 
you  into  the  world  with  the  names  of  perfons  of 
quality  ?  Muft  I  be  always  plagued  with  you  ? 
Why  flutter  ye  your  leaves,  and  flap  your  covers 
at  me  ?  Damn  ye  all,  \e  ivolves  tnjbefps  clodihing  ; 
rags  ye  tuere,  and  to  rags  ye  foall  return.  Why 
hold  you  forth  your  texts  to  me,  ye  paltry  fer- 

mons  ?  Why  cry  ye, at  every  word  to  me, 

ye  bawdy  poems  r — To  my  fhop  at  Tunbridge  ye 
fhall  go  by  G — ,  and  thence  be  drawn  like  the 
reft  of  your  predeceffors,  bit  by  bit,  to  the  paf- 
fage-bctife ;  for  in  this  prefent  emotion  of  my» 
bowels,  how  do  I  compaflionate  thofe,  who 
have  great  need,  and  nothing  to  wipe  their  breech 
with  ? 

Having  faid  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  recol- 
lecting that  his  own  was  yet  unwiped,  he  abated 
of  his  fury,  and  with  great  gravity  applied  ta 
that  function  the  unfmiflied  fheets  of  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham. 
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STRANGE    BUT    TRUE 
RELATION, 

How  MR  EDMUND  CUS.LL,  of  Fleet- 
flreet,  ftationer,  out  of  an  extraordi- 
nary defire  of  lucre,  went  into  Change- 
Alley,  and  was  converted  from  the 
Chriftian  religion,  by  certain  eminent 
Jews  ;  and  how  he  was  circumcifedy 
and  initiated  into  their  myfleries. 


AVARICE  (as  Sir  Richard,  in  the  third- 
page  of  his  EfTays,  hath  elegantly  obferved): 
is  an   inordinate  impulfe  of  the  foul  towards  the  a— 
muffing  or  heaping  together  a  fnperfiiiity  of  iuealthv 
•without  the  leaft-  regard  of  applying  it  to  its  proper 


And  how  the  mind  of  man  is  pofftfied  with; 
this  vice,  may  be  feen  every  day,  both  in  the  city, 
and  fuburbs  thereof.  It  has  been  always  efrcem- 
cd  by  Plato,  Puffendorf,  and  Socrates,  as  ehe 
dading  vice  of  old  age  :  But  now  our  young  menu 
U  3  arc 
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are  turned  ufurers  and  ftockjobbers ;  and,  inftead 
oflufting  after  the  real  wives  and  daughters  of 
our  rich  citizens,  they  covet  nothing  but  their 
money  and  eftates.  Strange  change  of  vice  ! 
when  the  concupifcence  of  youth  is  converted  in- 
to the  covetoufnefs  of  age  ;  and  thofe  appetites 
are  now  become  VENAL,  which  Ihould  be  VE- 
NEREAL. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  us  fhew  you  how  many  of 
the  ancient  worthies  and  heroes  of  antiquity,  have 
been  undone  and  ruined  by  this  deadly  fin  of 
avarice. 

I  fliall  take  the  liberty  to  begin  with  Brutus, 
that  noble  Roman.  Does  riot  -£Etian  inform  us, 
that  he  received  fifty  broad  pieces  for  the  aflafii- 
nation  of  that  renowned  Emperor  Julius  Caefar, 
who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  Jews,  as  Sir  Edmund 
Bury  Godfrey  did  to  the  Papifts  ? 

Did  not  Themiftocles  let  in  the  Goths  and 
Vandals  into  Carthage  for  a  fum  of  money,  where 
they  barbaroufly  put  out  the  other  eye  of  the  fa- 
mous Hannibal  ?  as  Herodotus  hath  it  in  his 
ninth  book  upon  the  Roman  medals. 

Even  the  great  Cato,  (as  the  late  Mr  Addifon- 
hath  very  well  obferved)  though  otherwife  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  fenfe,  was  not  unfullicd  by  this 
pecuniary  contagion  ;  for  he  fold  Athens  to  Ar- 
taxerxes  Longimanus,  for  a  hundred  ri.\-dcl/arst 
which  in  our  money  will  amount  to  two  talents 
and  thirty  feftertii,  according  to  Mr  Demoivre's 
calculation.  See  Hefiod  in  his  fevtnth  chapter  of 
Fnajls  and  Feftivalf. 

Actuated 
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Actuated  by  the  fame  diabolical  fpirit  of  gain, 
Sylla  the  Roman  Conful  ihot  Alcibiades  the  Se- 
nator with  a  piftol,  and  robbed  him  of  feveral 
bank-bills  and  chequer-not  es^  to  an  immenfe  value  j 
for  which  he  came  to  an  untimely  end,  and  was 
denied  Chriflian  burial.  Hen-ce  comes  the  pro- 
verb, incidat  in  Syllftm. 

To  come  near  to  our  own  times,  and  give  you 
one  modern  inftance,  though  well  known,  and 
often  quoted  by  hiftorians,  viz.  Echard,  Diony- 
fius,  Halicarnaffeus,  Virgil,  Horace,  and  others. 
It  is  that  I  mean,  of  the  famous  Godfrey  of 
Bulloign,  one  of  the  greateft  heroes  of  the  holy 
war,  who  robbed  Cleopatra  Queen  of  Egypt  of  a 
diamond  necklace,  ear-rings,  and  a  Tompion's 
gold  watch  (which  was  given  her  by  Mark  An- 
tony) ;  all  thefe  things  were  found  in  Godfrey's 
breeches  pocket,  when  he  was  killed  at  the  liege 
of  Damafcus. 

Who  then  can  wonder,  after  fb  many  great 
and  illuftrious  examples,  that  Mr  Edmund  Curll 
the  ftationer,  fhould  renounce  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion,  for  the  Mammon  of  unrighteoufne/s  ;  and 
barter  his  precious  faith,  for  the  filthy  profpect 
of  lucre  in  the  prefent  fluctuation  oijlocks  ? 

It  having  been  obferved  to  Mr  Curll,  by  fome 
of  his  ingenious  authors,  (who  I  fear  are  not 
overcharged  with  any  religion)  what  immenfe 
fums  the  Jews  got  by  bubbles  *,  &c.  he  immedi- 
ately 

*  Bubble  was  a  name  given  to  all  the  extravagant  proje<fb,  for 
which  fubfcriptions  were  railed,  and  negotiated  at  vafl  premi- 
ums, 
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ately  turned  his  mind  from  the  bufinefs,  in  which 
he  was  educated,  but  thrived  little,  and  refolved 
to  quit  his  fliop  for  'Change-alley.  Whereupon, 
falling  into  company  with  the  Jews,  at  their  club 
at  the  lign  of  the  Crofs  in  Cornhill,  they  began 
to  tamper  with  him  upon  the  moft  important 
points  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  which  he  for  foma 
time,  zealoufly,  and,  like  a  good  Chrijlian^  objli- 
•uately  defended.  They  promifed  him  Paradife, 
and  many  other  advantages  hereafter ;  but  he  art- 
fully iniinuated,  that  lie  was  more  inclinable  to 
liften  to  prefent  gain.  They  took  the  hint,  and 
promifed  him,  that  immediately  upon  his  conver- 
fion  to  their  perfuafion,  he  fhould  become  as 
rich  as  a  Jew. 

They  made  ufe  of  feveral  other  arguments  j 
to  wit, 

That  the  wifeft  man  that  ever  was,  and  inaf- 
much  the  richeft,  beyond  all  peradventure  was 
a  Jew,  •videlicet  Solomon. 

That  David,  the  man  after  God's  own  heart, 
was  a  Jew  alfo  :  And  moft  of  the  children  of 
Jfrael  are  fufpecled  for  holding  the  fame  doc- 
trine. 

This  Mr  Curll  at  firft  ftrenuoufly  denied,  for 
indeed  he  thought  them  Roman  Catholics ;  and 
fo  far  was  he  from  giving  way  to  their  tempta- 

tionsy 

urns,  in  'Change-alley,  in  the  year  1.720  :  A  name,  which  al* 
laded  to  tbeir  produftion  by  the  ferment  of  the  South-fea,  and 
not  to  their  fplendor,  emptinefs,  and  inutility  ;  for  it  did  not 
become  a  name  of  reproach  in  this  cafe,  till  time  completed  the 
metaphor,  and  the  bubble  broke, 
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lions,  th.it,  to  convince  them  of  his  chriftianity, 
he  called  for  a  pork-gri/ki/ig. 

They  now  promifed,  if  he  would  poifon  his 
wife,  and  give  up  his  gri/kh}gt  thai  he  Ihould 
marry  the  rich  Ben  Meymon's  only  daughter. 
This  made  fome  impreffion  on  him. 

They  then  talked  to  him  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  which,  he  not  underftanding,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  had  very  great  weight  with  him. 

They  now,  perceiving  that  his  godlinefs  wa» 
Only  gain,  defifted  from  all  other  arguments, 
and  attacked  him  on  his  weak  fide,  namely,  that 
of  avarice. 

Upon  which  John  Mendez  offered  him  an 
eighth  of  an  advantageous  bargain  for  the  apojiles 
creed \  which  he  readily  and  wickedly  renounced. 

He  then  fold  the  nine  and  thirty  articles  for  a 
bull  *  ;  but  infixed  hard  upon  black-puddingst  be-« 
ing  a  great  lover  thereof. 

Jofhua  Pereira  engaged  to  let  him  fhare  with 
him  in  his  bottomree ;  upon  this  he  was  perfuaded 

out 

*  Bulls  and  bears.  He  who  fells  that  of  which  he  is  not  pof- 
fefled,  is  proverbially  fuid  to  fell  the  Jkin  before  ke  has  caught  the 
bear.  It  was  the  practice  of  flock-jobbers,  in  the  year  1720,  to 
enter  into  contract  for  transferring  ?.  S.  flock,  at  a  future  time 
for  a  certain  price;  but  he  who  contracted  to  fell,  had  frequent- 
ly no  flock  to  transfer,  nor  did  he  who  bought  intend  to  receive 
any  in  confequence  of  his  bargain  :  The  feller  was  therefore  called 
a  bear,  in  allvfion  to  the  proverb  ;  and  the  buyer  a  hill,  perhaps 
only  as  a  firrilar  diftirtetion.  The  contraift  was  merely  a  wager, 
to  be  determined  by  the  rife  or  fall  of  flock  ;  if  it  rofe,  the  felk* 
paid  the  difference  to  the  buyer,  proportioned  to  the  fum  deter- 
ajincd  by  the  fame  computation  to  the  feller.  Ha-wkef. 
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out  of  his  Ckrijlian  name  :  But  he  ftill  adhered 
to  black-puddings. 

Sir  Gideon  Lopez  tempted  him  with  forty 
pound  fubfcription  in  Ram's  bubble  ;  for  which  he 
was  content  to  give  up  the  four  evangelist)  and  he 
was  now  completed  a  perfect  Jew,  all  but  black- 
pudding  and  circutncifion  ;  for  both  of  which  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  a  difpenfation. 

But  on  the  iyth  of  March,  Mr  Curll  (un- 
known to  his  wife)  came  to  the  tavern  aforefaid. 
At  his  entrance  into  the  room,  he  perceived  a 
meagre  man,  with  a  fallow  countenance,  a  black 
forky  beard,  and  long  veftment.  In  his  right 
hand  he  held  a  large  pair  of  fheers,  and  in  his 
left  a  red-hot  feai'ing-iron.  At  fight  of  this,  Mr 
Curll's  heart  trembled  within  him,  and  fain 
would  he  retire  ;  but  he  was  prevented  by  fix 
Jews,  who  laid  hands  upon  him,  and,  unbutton- 
ing his  breeches,  threw  him  upon  the  table,  a 
pale  pitiful  fpe&acle  ! 

He  now  intreated  them,  in  the  moft  moving 
tone  of  voice,  to  difpenfe  with  that  unmanly  ce- 
remonial ;  which  if  they  would  confent  to,  he 
faithfully  promifed,  that  he  would  eat  a  quarter 
of  pafchal  lamb  with  them  the  next  Sunday  fol- 
lowing. 

All  thefe  'proteftations  availed  him  nothing  •, 
for  they  threatened  him,  that  all  contracts  and 
bargains  fhould  be  void,  unlefs  he  would  fubmit 
to  bear  all  the  outward  and  vifible  figns  of  Ju- 
daifm. 

Our 
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Our  apoftate  hearing  this,  ftretched  himfelf 
upon  his  back,  fpread  his  legs,  and  waited  for 
the  operation  :  But  when  he  faw  the  high-pried 
take  up  the  cleft flick,  he  roared  moft  unmerciful- 
ly, and  fwore  feveral  Chriftian  oaths,  for  which 
the  Jews  rebuked  him. 

The  favour  of  the  effluvia  that  iflued  from 
him,  convinced  the  old  Levite,  and  all  his  afiift- 
ants,  that  he  needed  no  prcfent  purgation ;  where- 
fore, without  further  anointing  him,  he  proceed- 
ed in  his  office ;  when,  by  an  unfortunate  jerk 
upward  of  the  impatient  victim,  he  loft  five 
times  as  much  as  ever  Jew  did  before. 

They,  finding  that  he  was  too  much  circum- 
cifed,  which,  by  the  Levitical  laiut  is  worfe  than 
not  being  circumcifed  at  all,  refufed  to  ftand  to 
any  of  their  contracts  :  Wherefore,  they  caft  him 
forth  from  their  fynagogue  ;  and  he  now  re- 
mains a  moft  piteous,  woeful,  and  miferable  fight, 
at  the  fign  of  the  Old  Teftament  and  Dial  in 
Fleet-ftreet.  His  wife,  poor  woman,  is  at  this 
hour  lamenting  over  him,  wringing  her  hands,  and 
tearing  her  hair  ;  for  the  barbarous  Jews  ftill 
keep,  and  expofe  at  Jonathan's  and  Garraway's, 
the  memorial  of  her  lofs,  and  her  hufband's  in- 
dignity. 
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PRAYER. 

[To  fave  the  Jlamp  *.J 

KEEP  usy  nve  befeech  thee,  from  the  hands  of 
Jitch  barbarous  and  cruel  jfeivs,  ivkg  albeit 
they  abhor  the  blood  of  black-puddings,  yet  thirjl  they 
•vehemently  after  tfe  blood  of  white-ones.  j4nd  that 
*ive  may  avoid  fuch  like  calamities,  may  all  good  and 
ivell-difpofed  Chriftians  be  "warned,  by  this  unhappy 
wretch's  woeful  example^  to  abominate  the  heinous  fin 
of  avarice,  ivlich^fooner  or  later,  -will  draw  them 
into  the  cruel  clutches  of  Satan ,  Papifts,  Jews,  anil 
Stock-jobbers.  Amen. 


*  All  finns  of  prayer  and  thai  fyft'W'tf,  bonks  of  devotion,  &c. 
being  cxcepte<l  in  the  ftatute  of  iz  Anne  (1711}  charging  pam- 
phlets and  papers  contained  in  half  a  fheet,  with  one  halfpenny, 
and  every  fuch  paper,  being  one  whole  Iheet,  with  a  ftamp-duty 
of  one  penny  for  every  copy.  Ha-wkcf. 
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GOLVs  REVENGE  againft  PUNNING, 

Shewing  the  miferable  fates  of  perfons  addicted 
to  this  crying  fin,  in  court  and  town. 


MANIFOLD  have  been  the  judgments, 
which  Heaven,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  chaftifement  of  a  finful  people,  has  inflicted 
on  whole  nations :  For  when  the  degeneracy  be- 
comes common,  it  is  but  juft  the  punifhment 
fhould  be  general.  Of  this  kind,  in  our  own 
unfortunate  country,  was  that  deftrudtive  pefti- 
lence,  whofe  mortality  was  fo  fatal,  as  to  fweep 
away,  if  Sir  William  Petty  may  be  believed, 
five  millions  of  Chriftian  fouls,  befides  women 
and  Jews. 

Such  alfo  was  that  dreadful  conflagration  en- 
fuing,  in  this  famous  metropolis  of  London', 
which  confumed,  according  to  the  computation 
of  Sir  Samuel  Morland,  one  hundred  thoxifand 
houfes,  n&t  to  mention  churches  and  ftables. 

Scarce  had  this  unhappy  nation  recovered  thefe 
funeft  difafters,  when  the  abomination  of  play- 
houfes  rofe  up  in  this  land.  From  hence  hath  an 
inundation  of  obfcenity  flowed  from  the  court, 
and  overfpread  the  kingdom.  Even  infants  dif- 
figured  the  walls  of  holy  temples,  with  exorbi- 
VOL.  VII.  X  tant 
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tant  reprefentations  of  the  members  of  genera- 
tion :  Nay,  no  fooner  had  they  learned  to  fpell, 
but  they  had  wickednefs  enough  to  write  the 
names  thereof  in  large  capitals  ;  an  enormity, 
obferved  by  travellers,  to  be  found  in  no  country 
but  England. 

But  when  whoring  and  popery  were  driven 
hence  by  the  happy  Revolution  ,•  ftill  the  nation 
fo  greatly  offended,  that  Socinianifm,  Arianifm, 
and  Whiftonifm,  triumphed  in  our  ftreets,  and 
•were  in  a  manner  become  univerfal. 

And  yet  ftill,  after  all  thefe  vifitations,  it  has 
pleafed  Heaven  to  viiit  us  with  a  contagion  more 
epidemical,  and  of  confequence  more  fatal.  This 
vas  foretold  to  us,  firft,  by  that  unparallelled 
eclipfe  in  1714  ;  fecondly,  by  the  dreadful  coruf- 
cation  in  the  air  this  prefent  year  ;  and  thirdly, 
by  the  nine  comets  feen  at  «nce  over  Soho-fquare, 
by  Mrs  Katherine  Wadlington,  and  others ;  a 
contagion  that  firft  crept  in  amongft  the  firft 
quality,  defcended  to  their  footmen,  and  in- 
fufed  itfelf  into  their  ladies  :  I  mean  the  woful 
practice  of  PUNNING.  This  does  occafion 
the  corruption  of  our  language,  and  therein  of 
the  word  of  God  tranflated  into  our  "language, 
which  certainly  every  fober  Chriftian  muft  trem- 
ble at. 

Now,  fuch  is  the  enormity  of  this  abomina- 
tion, that  our  very  nobles  not  only  commit  pun- 
ning over  tea,  and  in  taverns,  but  even  on  the 
Xord's-day,  and  in  the  king's  chapel :  There- 
fore, 
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fore,  to  deter  men  from  this  evil  pra&ice,  I  fhall 
give  fome  true  and  dreadful  examples  of  God's 
revenge  againft  punflers. 

The  Right  Honourable  ,  but  it  is  not  fafe 

to  infert  the  name  of  an  eminent  nobleman  in 
this  paper,  yet  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  fuch 
a  one  has  been  feen ;  which  is  all  we  can  fay, 
confidering  the  largenefs  of  his  fleeves.  This 
young  nobleman  was  not  only  a  flagitious  punfter 
himfelf,  but  was  acceffary  to  the  punning  of 
others,  by  confent,  by  provocation,  by  conni- 
vance, and  by  defence  of  the  evil  committed  ? 
for  which  the  Lord  mercifully  fpared  his  neck, 
but  as  a  mark  of  reprobation  wryed  his  nofe. 

Another  nobleman  of  great  hopes,  no  left 
guilty  of  the  fame  crime,  was  made  the  punifher 
of  himfelf  with  his  own  hand,  in  the  lofs  of  five 
hundred  pounds  at  box  and  dice  ;  whereby  this 
unfortunate  young  gentleman  incurred  die  heavy 
difpleafure  of  his  aged  grandmother. 

A  third,  of  no  lefs  illuftrious  extraction,  for 
the  fame  vice,  was  permitted  to  fall  into  the  arms 
of  a  Dalilah,  who  may  one  day  cut  off  i.is  curii- 
ous  hair,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  Philiftines. 

Colonel  F — ,  an  ancient  gentleman  of -grave 
deportment,  gave  into  this  fin  fo  early  in  his 
youth,  that  whenever  his  tongue  endeavours  to 
fpeak  common  fenfe,  he  hefitates  fo  as  not  to 
be  underftood. 

Thomas  Pickle,  gentleman,  for  the  fame  crime, 
banifhed  to  Minorca. 

X  2  Muley 
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Muley  Hamet,  from  a  healthy  and  hopeful 
officer  in  the  army,  turned  a  miferable  invalid  at 
Tilbury-fort. 

Euftace,  Efq;  for  the  murder  of  much  of 

the  king's  Englifh  in  Ireland,  is  quite  deprived  of 
his  reafon,  and  now  remains  a  lively  inftance  of 
emptinefs  and  vivacity. 

Poor  Daniel  Button,  for  the  fame  offence,  de- 
prived of  his  wits. 

One  Samuel,  an  Irifhman,  for  his  forward 
attempt  to  pun,  was  ftunted  in  his  ftature,  and 
hath  been  vifited  all  his  life  after  with  bulls  and 
bhwders. 

George  Simmons,  fhoemaker  at  TurnfHle  in 
Holborn,  was  fo  given  to  this  cuftom,  and  did 
it  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  his  neighbours  gave 
out  he  was  a  wit.  Which  report  coming  among 
his  creditors,  no-body  would  truft  him  ;  fo  that 
he  is  now  a  bankrupt,  and  his  family  in  a  mifer- 
able condition. 

Divers  eminent  clergymen  of  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  for  having  propagated  this  vice,  be- 
came great  drunkards  and  tories. 

From  which  calamities  t  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  de- 
fend us  ally  &c.  &c. 
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A  wonderful  PROPHECY,  taken  from  the 
mouth  of  the  fpirit  of  a  perfon,  who 
was  barbarouily  ilain  by  the  MOHOCKS  : 

Proving  alfo,  That  the  faid  MOHOCKS  and 
HAWCUBITES  are  the  GOG  and  MAGOG 
mentioned  in  the  REVELATIONS  ;  and  there- 
fore, that  this  vain  and  tranfitory  world  will' 
fhortly  be  brought  to  its  final  diflblution,_ 

Breathed  forth  in  the  year  1712. 
Woe!    Woe.'    Woe!. 


WOE  to  London  !   "Woe  to  Weftminfter ! 
Woe  to  Southwark  !  and  woe  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof ! 

I  am  loth  to  fay,  Woe  to  the  old  and  new 
churches,  thofe  that  are  built,  and.thofe  that  are 
not  built ! 

But  woe  to  the  gates,  the  ftreets,  and  the 
houfes  !  Woe  to  the  men,  the  women,  and  the 
children!  For  the  MOHOCKS  and  HAWCU- 
BITES are  already  come ;  the  time  draweth  near, 
and  the  end  approacheth. 

X  3  '  Net: 


A  WONDERFUL  PROPHECY. 

Not  to  mention  the  near  refemblance  betwixt 
the  names  of  MOHOCK  and  GOG,  HAWCU- 
BITE  and  MAGOG,  (though  I  think  there  is  a 
great  deal  even  in  that),  I  ihall  go  on  to  proceed 
in  my  more  folid  arguments,  proving  to  you,  not 
only  the  things  that  are,  but  alfo  the  things 
that  are  not. 

The  things  that  are,  are  the  MOHOCKS  and 
HAXVCUBITESJ  the  things  that  are  not,  arc 
GOG  and  MAGOG  :  And  yet  both  the  things  that 
are,  and  the  tilings  that  are  not,  are  one  and  the 
fame  thing. 

How  this  matter  is,  or  when  it  is  to  be  fulfil- 
led, neither  you  nor  I  know,  but  I  only. 

For  when  the  MOHOCKS  and  HAWCU- 
BITES  came,  Satan  came  nlfo  among  them;  and 
where  Satan  is,  there  are  GOG  and  MAGOG 
alfo. 

They  have  the  mark  of  the  Beaft  in  their  fore- 
heads, and  the  Beaft  himfelf  is  in  their  hearts, 
their  teeth  are  fliarp  like  the  teeth  of  lions,  their 
tails  are  fiery  like  the  tails  of  fcorpions,  and  their 
hair  is  as  the  hair  of  women. 

Here  the  fame  -fan-it  paufi'd  a  while — and  tints 
again  proceeded. 

Now  liften  to  what  is  to  come. 

Thofe  that  are  in  fliall  abide  in,  and  thofe  thai- 
arc  out  fliall  abide  out — Yet  thofe  that  are  in 
Jhall  be  as  thofe  that  are  out,  and  thofe  that  arc 
out  fliall  be  as  thofe  that  are  in. 

But 
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But  be  not  dejefted Fear  not but 

believe  and  tremble. 

The  lions  of  this  world  are  dead,  and  the 
princes  of  this  world  are  dead  alfo,  and  the  next 
world  draweth  nigh. 

That  ancient  Whig,  the  Antichrift  of  St  John, 
fhall  lead  the  van  like'  a  young  dragon  ;  but  he 
lhall  be  cut  piece-mail,  and  difpoflefied. 

The  dragon  upon  Bow-church,  and  the  grafs- 
hopper  upon  the  Royal-exchange,  fhall  meet  to- 
gether upon  Stocks-market,  and  fhake  hands 
like  brethren. 

Shake  therefore  your  heads,  O  ye  people  ! 
My  time  is  fhort,  and  yours  is  not  long ;  leng- 
then therefore  your  repentance,  and  Ihoiten 
your  iniquities. 

I/> !  the  comet  appeareth  in  the  fouth  !  yea, 
it  appeareth  exceedingly.  Ah  poor  deluded 
Chriftians  !  Ah  blind  brethren  !  Think  not  that 
this  baleful  dog-ftar  only  fhaketh  his  tail  at  you 
in  waggery  j  no,  it  fhaketh  it  as  a  rod.  It  is  not 
a  fporting  tail,  but  a  fiery  tail,  even  as  the  tail 
of  a  harlot ;  yea,  fuch  a  tail  as  may  reach,  and 
be  told,  to  all  poflerity. 

I  am  the  porter  that  was  barbaroufly  flain  in 
Fleet-ftreet  :  By  the  MOHOCKS  and  HAWCU- 
BITES  was  I  flain,  when  they  laid  violent  hands 
upon  me. 

They  put  their  hook  into  my  mouth;  they 
divided  my  noftrils  afunder ;  they  fent  me,  as 

they 


248   A  WONDERFUL  PROPHECY, 

they  thought,  to  my  long  home :  But  now  I  am 
returned  again,  to  foretell  their  definition. 

The  time  is  at  hand,  when  the  Free-thinkers 
of  Great-Britain  fhall  be  converted  to  Judaifm  : 
And  the  Sultan  fhall  receive  the  fore-fkins  of 
Toland  and  Colins  *,  in  a  box  of  gold. 

Yet  two  days,  a  day,  and  half  a  day ;  yea, 
upon  the  twelfth  hour  of  the  fourth  day,  thofe 
emblems  of  G®G  and  MAGOG,  at  the  Guild- 
hall, fhall  fall  to  the  ground,  and  be  broken 
afunder.  "With  them  fhall  perifh  the  MOHOCKS 
and  HAW cu BITES,  and  the  whole  world  fhall 
perifh  with  them. 

Here  thefpirit  dif appeared,  and  immediately  there." 
upon  held  his  peace. 


*  Authors  of  fcveral  books  in  favour  of  infidelity.  Ha-wkef, 
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From  Tuefday  Auguft  the   i2th,  to  Thurfday 
Auguft  the  1 4th. 


From  the  hen-rooft^  Augnjl  the  4/£. 

TW  O  days  ago  we  were  put  in  a  dread- 
ful confternation  by  the  advance  of  a  kite, 
which  threatened  every  minute  to  fall  upon  us : 
He  made  feveral  motions^  as  if  he  defigned  to  at- 
tack our  left  tving,  which  covered  our  infantry. 
We  were  alarmed  at  his  approach,  and,  upon  a 
general  mufter  of  all  our  forces,  the  kitchen- 
maid  came  to  our  relief:  But  we  were  foon  con- 
vinced, that  (lie  had  betrayed  us,  and  was  in  the 
the  intereft  of  the  kite  aforefaid  ;  for  (lie  twifted 
off  two  of  our  companions  necks,  and  ftript 
them  naked :  Five  of  us  were  alfo  clapped  in  a 
clofe  prifony  in  order  to  be  fold  for  flaves  the  next 
market-day. 

P.  S.  The  black  len  was*  laft  night  fafely  de- 
livered of  feven  young  ducks. 

From 
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From  the  garden,  Auguft  the  ^d. 

The  boars  have  done  much  mifchief  of  late  in 
thefe  parts,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  not  a  turnip 
or  carrot  can  lie  fafe  in  their  beds.  Yefterday  feve- 
ral  of  them  were  taken,  and  fentenced  to  have  a 
wooden  engine  put  about  their  necks,  to  have 
their  nofes  bored,  and  rings  thruft  through 
them,  as  a  mark  of  infamy  for  fuch  practices. 

From  the  great  pond,  Augrtjl  the  \ft. 

Yefterday  a  large  fail  of  ducks  pafied  by  here, 
after  a  fmall  reliflance  from  two  little  boys,  who 
flung  ftones  at  them  ;  they  landed  near  the  barn- 
door, where  they  foraged  with  very  good  fuccefs  : 
While  they  ^  were  upon  this  enterprize,  an  old 
turkey-cock  attacked  a  maid  in  a  red  petticoat, 
and  fhe  retired  with  great  precipitation.  This  af- 
ternoon being  fomewhat  rainy,  they  fet  fail  again, 
and  took  feveral  frogs.  Juft  now  arrived,  the 
parfon's  wife,  and  twenty  ducks  were  brought 
forth  before  her  in  order  to  be  tried  ;  but  for 
what  crime  we  know  not,  however  two  of  them 
were  condemned  :  It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  (he 
carried  off  a  gofling  and  three  fucking  pigs. 

From  tke  little  fort  at  the  end  of  the  garden,  Aug.  15. 

Laft  night  two  young  men  of  this  place  made 
a  detachment  of  their  breeches,  in  order,  as  it  is 
thought,  to  poiTefs  themfelves  of  the  two  over* 

tures 
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tures  of  the  faid  fort ;  But,  at  their  approach, 
they  heard  great  firing  from  the  port-holes ;  they 
found  them  already  bombarded  by  the  rear-guard 
of  Sarah  and  Suky,  who  fearing  thefe  young 
men  were  come  to  beat  up  their  quarters,  defert- 
ed  their  necejjary  pofts,  which  were  immediately 
taken  poflefiion  of,  notwithftanding  they  were 
much  annoyed,  by  reafon  of  feveral  ftink-pots 
that  had  been  flung  there  the  fame  morning. 

From  the  barley-mow  near  the  barn,  Augujl  the  %d. 

It  was  yefterday  rumoured,  that  there  was 
heard  a  mighty  fqueeking  near  this  place,  as  of 
an  army  of  mice,  who  were  thought  to  lie  in  am- 
bufcade  in  the  faid  mow.  Upon  this  the  farmer 
aflembled  together  a  council  of  neighbours,  where- 
in it  was  refolved,  that  the  mow  fhould  be  re- 
moved, to  prevent  the  farther  deftruc~lion  of  the 
forage. ,  This  day  the  affair  was  put  in  execu- 
tion •,  four  hundred  and  feventy-nine  mice,  and 
three  large  rats,  were  killed,  and  a  vaft  number 
wounded,  by  pitch-forks,  and  other  inftruments 
of  hufbandry.  A  moufe,  that  was  clofe  pur- 
fued,  took  fhelter  under  Dolly's  petticoats  ;  but 
by  the  vigilance  of  George  Simmons,  he  was 
taken,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  force  his  way 
through  a  deep  morafs,  and  cruflied  to  death  on. 
the  fpot.  There  was  nothing  material  happened 
the  next  day,  only  Cicily  Hart  was  obferved  to 
make  water  under  the  faid  mow,  as  {he  was  go- 
ing a  milking. 

From 
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From  the  great  yard,  Aiiguft  the  id. 

It  is  very  credibly  reported,  that  there  is  a 
treaty  of  marriage  on  foot  between  the  old  red 
cock,  and  the  pyed  hen,  they  having  of  late  ap- 
peared very  much  in  public  together  :  He  yefter- 
day  made  her  a  prefent  of  three  barley-corns,  fo 
that  we  look  on  this  affair  as  concluded.  This 
is  the  fame  cock  that  fought  a  duel  for  her 
about  a  month  ago. 

From  the  'Squire's  houfe. 

On  Sunday  laft  there  was  a  noble  entertain- 
ment in  our  great  hall,  where  were  prefent  the 
parfon  and  the  farmer  :  The  parfon  eat  like  a 
farmer,  and  the  farmer  like  a  parfon.  We  re- 
fer you  to  the  curious  in  calculations,  to  decide 
which  eat  moft. 

It  is  reported,  that  the  minifter  chriftened  a 
male  child  laft  week,  but  it  wants  confirmation. 

From  the  Jujlices  meeting,  Aitgujl  the  ^th. 

This  day  a  jack-daw,  well  known  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  was  ordered  clofe  prifoner  to  a  cage,  for 
crying  cuckold  to  a  juftice  of  the  quorum  :  And  the 
fame  evening,  certain  apples,  for  hijfing  in  a  difre- 
fpectful  manner  as  they  were  roqfling>  were  com- 
mitted to  LamV s-'wool.  The  fame  day,  the  faid 
juftices  caufed  a  pig  to  be  whipt  to  death,  and 
eat  the  fame,  being  convicted  of  fqueeking  on  the 
loth  of  June. 

i  From 
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From  the  churchy  Auguft  the  Bth. 

Divine  fervice  is  continued  in  our  parifh  as 
ufual,  though  we  have  feldom  the  company  of 
any  of  the  neighbouring  gentry  ;  by  whofe  man- 
ner of  living  it  may  be  conjectured,  that  the  ad- 
vices from  this  place  are  not  credited  by  them, 
or  elfe  regarded  as  matters  of  little  confequence. 

From  the  church-yard^  Auguft  the  %th. 

The  minifter,  having  obferved  his  only  daugh- 
ter to  feem  too  much  affected  with  the  inter- 
xourfe  of  his  bull  and  the  cows  of  the  parifh, 
has  ordered  the  ceremony,  for  the  future,  to  be 
performed  not  in  his  own  court,  but  in  the 
church-yard ;  where,  at  the  firft  folemnity  of 
that  kind,  the  grave-ftones  of  John  Fry,  Peter 
How,  and  Mary  d'Urfey,  were  fpurned  down-. 
This  has  already  occafioned  great  debates  in  the 
veftry,  the  latter  being  the  deceafed  wife  of  the 
finding-clerk  of  this  place. 

Cafualties  this  •week. 

Several  cafualties  happened  this  week,  and 
the  bill  of  mortality  is  very  much  increafed. 
There  have  died  of  \hefalling-ftcknefsy  two  ftum- 
bling  horfes,  as  alfo  one  of  their  riders.  Smo- 
thered (in  onions)  feven  rabits.  Stifled  (in  a  fol- 
dier's  breeches)  two  geefe.  Qi  afore  throat,  feve- 
ral  flieep  and  calves  at  the  butchers.  Starved  to 
VoL.VIL  Y  death, 
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death t  one  baftard  child  nurfed  at  the  parifh 
charge.  Sttll-borny  in  eggs  of  turkeys,  geefe, 
ducks,  and  hens,  thirty-fix.  Drowned,  nine 
puppies.  Of  wind  in  the  bowels,  five  bottles  of 
fmall  beer.  I  have  not  yet  feen  the  exact  lift  of 
the  parifh-clerk,  fo  that  for  a  more  particular 
account,  we  refer  you  to  our  next. 

We  have  nothing  material  as  to  the-Jlocks,  on- 
ly that  Dick  Adams  was  fet  in  them  laft  Sunday 
for  fwearing. 


A  true 
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A  true  and  faithful  NARRATIVE  of  what 
pafled  in  LONDON,  during  the  general 
confirmation  of  all  ranks  and  degrees 
of  mankind,  on  Tuefday,  Wednefday, 
Thurfday,  and  Friday  laft. 


ON  Tuefday  the  I3th  of  October,  Mr 
Whifton  held  his  lecture  near  the  Royal 
Exchange,  to  an  audience  of  fourteen  worthy 
citizens,  his  fubfcribers  and  conftant  hearers.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  there  were  five  chance  auditors  for  that 
night  only,  who  had  paid  their  {hillings  a-piece. 
I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  be  very  particular  in 
this  relation,  left  my  veracity  fhould  be  fufpecT:- 
ed  ;  which  makes  me  appeal  to  the  men  who- 
were  prefent,  of  which  number  I  myfelf  was 
one.  Their  names  are, 

Henry  Watfon,  haberdafner* 
George  Hencock,  druggiji. 
John  Lewis,  dry-falter. 
William  Jones,  corn-chandler. 
Henry  Theobald,  'watch-maker-. 
James  Peters,  draper. 
Thomas  Floyer,  filver-fmith. 
John  Wells,  breiver* 
Samuel  Greg,  foap-bciler. 

Y  2  WUHana 
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William  Cooley,  fJJj-rrionger. 
James  Harper,  hojttr. 
Robert  Tucker,  Jlationer. 
George  Ford,  ironmonger* 
Daniel  Lynch,  apothecary. 

William  Bennet,  "] 

David  Somers, 

Charles  Lock,  \    apprenticet. 

Leonard  Daval,  j 

Henry  Croft,  J 

Mr.  Whifton  began  by  acquainting  rs,  that 
(contrary  to  his  advertifement)  he  thought  him- 
felf,  in  duty  and  conference,  obliged  to  change 

the  fubjeft  matter  of  his  intended  difcourfe. 

Here  he  paufed,  and  feemed  for  a  fhort  fpace 
as  it  were  loft  in  devotion  and  mental  prayer ; 
after  which,  with  great  earneftnefs  and  vehe- 
mence, he  fpake  as  follows  : 

*  Friends   and   fellow-citizens,    all  fpeculative 

*  fcience  is  at  an  end  :  The  period  of  all  things  is 
'  at  hand  ;  on  Friday  next  this  world  fhall  be  no 

*  more.     Put  not  your  confidence  in  me,  bre- 
'  thren  ;   for  to-onorrow  morning,  five  minutes 
'  after  five,  the  truth  will  be  evident ;  in  that  in- 
'  ftant  the  comet  fhall  appear,  of  which  I  have 
'  heretofore  warned  you.     As  ye  have   heard, 
«  believe.     Go  hence,  and  prepare  your  wives, 
'  your  families,  and  friends,  for  the  univerfal 

*  change.' 

At  this  folemn  and  dreadful  prediction,  the 
whole  fociety  appeared  in  the  utmoft  aftonifh- 

ment  : 
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merit :  But  it  would  be  unjuft,  not  to  remember 
that  Mr  Whifton  himfelf  was  in  fo  calm  a  temper 
as  to  return  a  {hilling  a-piece  to  the  youths  who 
had  been  difappointed  of  their  lecture^  which  I 
thought,  from  a  man  of  his  integrity,  a  convin- 
cing proof  of  his  own  faith  in  the  prediction. 

As  we  thought  it  a  duty  in  charity  to  warn 
all  men,  in  two  or  three  hours  the  news  fpread 
through  the  city.  At  firlt  indeed  our  report  met 
with  but  little  credit,  it  being  by  our  greateft  deal- 
ers in  (locks  thought  only  a  court-artifice  to  fink, 
them,  that  fome  choice  favourites  might  purchafe 
at  a  lower  rate  ;  for  the  South-fea  that  very  even- 
ing fell  five  per  cent,  the  India  eleven,  and  aU 
the  other  funds  in  proportion.  But  at  the  court 
end  of  the  town,  our  alterations  were  entirely  dif- 
believed,  or  turned  into  ridicule  ;  yet  neverthelefs 
the  news  fpread  every  where,  and  was  the  fubject 
matter  of  all  converfation. 

That  very  night  (as  I  was  credibly  informed) 
Mr  Whifton  was  fent  for  to  a  great  Lady,  who- 
is  very  curious  [in  the  learned  fciences^  and  ad- 
dicted: to  all  the  fpeculative  doubts  of  the  moft 
able  philofophers  ;  but  he  was  not  now  to  be 
found  :  And  fince  at  other  times  he  has  been 
known  not  to  decline  that  honour,  I  make  no 
doubt  he  concealed  himfelf  to  attend  the  great 
bufinefs  of  his  foul :  But  whether  it  was  the 
Lady's  faith,  or  inquifitivenefs,  that  oCcafioned 
her  to  fend,  is  a  point  I  (hall  not  prefume  to  de- 
termine. As  for  his  being  fent  for  to  the  fecre- 
Y  3.  tery's 
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tary's  office  by  a  meffenger,  it  is  now  known  to 
be  a  matter  notorioufly  falfe  •,  and  indeed  at  firft 
it  had  little  credit  with  me,  that  fo  zealous  and 
honeft  a  man  Ihould  be  ordered  into  cujlody,  as  a 
feditious  preacher^  who  is  known  to  be  fo  well  af- 
fected to  the  prefent  happy  eftablijbment. 

It  was  now  I  reflected  with  exceeding  trouble 
and  forrow,  that  I  had  difufed  family  prayers 
for  above  five  years,  and  (though  it  hath  been  a 
cuftom  of  late  entirely  neglected  by  men  of  any 
bufinefs  or  ftation)  I  determined  within  myfelf 
no  longer  to  omit  fo  reafonable  and  religious  a 
duty.  I  acquainted  my  wife  with  my  intentions  : 
But  two  or  three  neighbours  having  been  enga- 
ged to  fup  with  us  that  night,  and  many  hours 
being  unwarily  fpent  at  cards,  I  was  prevailed 
upon  by  her  to  put  it  off  till  the  next  day  ;  {he 
reafoning,  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  take 
off  the  fervants  from  their  bufinefs  (which  this 
practice  muft  infallibly  occafion  for  an  hour  or 
two  every  day)  after  the  comet  had  made  hs  ap- 
pearance. 

Zachary  Bowen,  a  quaker,  and  mjN  next 
neighbour,  had  no  fooner  heard  of  the  prophecy, 
but  he  made  me  a  vifit.  I  informed  him  of  eve- 
ry thing  I  had  heard,  but  found  him  quite  obfti- 
nate  in  his  unbelief;  for,  faid  he,  be  comforted, 
friend,  thy  tidings  are  hnpoffibilites,  for  were 
thefe  things  to  happen,  they  muft  have  been  fore- 
feen  by  fome  of  our  brethren.  This  indeed  (as 
in  all  other  fpiritual  cafes  with  this  fet  of  people) 
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was  his  only  reafon  againft  believing  me ;  and 
as  he  was  fully  pei'fuaded  that  the  prediction 
was  erroneous,  he,  in  a  very  neighbourly  man- 
ner, admonilhed  me  againft  felling  my  Jlock  at 
the  prefent  low  price  ;  which,  he  faidy  beyond 
difpute,  muft  have  a  rife  before  Monday,  when 
this  unreafonable  confternation  ihould  be  over. 

But  on  Wednefday  morning  (I  believe  to  the 
exact  calculation  of  Mr  Whifton)  {he  comet  ap- 
peared j  for,  at  three  minutes  after  five,  by  my 
own  watch,  I  faw  it.  He  indeed  foretold,  that 
it  would  be  feen  at  five  minutes  after  five ;  but 
as  the  beft  watches  may  be  a  minute  or  two  top 
flow,  I  am  apt  to  think  his  calculation  juft  to  a 
minute. 

Inlefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  all  Cheapfide 
was  crouded  with  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people  ; 
and  notwithftanding  it  was  fo  early,  it  is  thought, 
that  through  all  that  part  of  the  town,  there  was 
not  man,  woman,  or  child,  except  the  fick  or 
infirm,  left  in  their  beds.  From  my  own  balcony, 
I  am  confident  I  faw  feveral  thoufands  in  the 
ftreet,  and  counted  at  leaft  feventeen  who  were 
upon  their  knees,  and  feemed  in  adtual  devotion. 
Eleven  of  them  indeed  appeared  to  be  old  women 
of  about  fourfcore  ;  the  fix  others  were  men  in 
an  advanced  life,  but  (as  I  could  guefs)  two  of 
them  might  be  under  feventy. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  an  event  of  this 
nature  may  be  pafled  over  by  the  greater  hi£- 
torians  of  our  times,  as  conducing  very  little  or 

nothing 
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nothing  to  the  unravelling  and  laying  open  the 
deep  fchemes  of  politicians  and  myfteries  of 
ftate  ;  for  which  reaforv,  I  thought  it  might  not 
be  unacceptable  to  record  the  facts,  which  in  the 
fpace  of  three  days  came  to  my  knowledge, 
either  as  an  eye-witnefs,  or  from  unqueftionable 
authorities  j  nor  can  I  think  this  narrative  will 
be  entirely  without  its  ufe,  as  it  may  enable  us 
to  form  a  more  juft.  idea  of  our  countrymen  in 
general,  particularly  in  regard  to  their  faith,  re- 
ligion, morals,  and  politics. 

Before  Wednefday  noon,  the  belief  was  uni* 
verfal,  that  the  day  of  judgment  was  at  hand  ; 
infomuch  that  a  waterman  of  my  acquaintance 
told  me,  he  counted  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  clergymen,  who  had  been  fer- 
ried over  to  Lambeth  before  twelve  o'clock  : 
Thefe,  it  is  faid,  went  thither  to  petition,  that 
3.jJjort  prayer  might  be  penned,  and  ordered,  there 
being  none  in  the  fervice  upon  that  occaflon. 
But  as,  in  things  of  this  nature,  it  is  necefiary 
that  the  council  be  confulted,  their  requeft  was 
not  immediately  complied  with  ;  and  this  I 
affirm  to  be  the  true  and  only  reafon,  that  the 
churches  were  not  that  morning  fo  well  attend- 
ed ;  and  it  is  no  ways  to  be  imputed  to  the  fears 
and  eonfternation  of  the  clergy,  with  which  the 
free-thinkers  have  fince  very  unjuftly  reproached 
them. 

My  wife  and  I  went  to  church,  (where  we  had 
not  been  for  many  years  on  a  week-day),  and,  with 

A- 
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a  very  large  congregation,  were  difappointed  of 
the  fervice.  But  (what  will  be  fcarce  credible)  by 
the  careleflhefs  of  a  'prentice,  in  our  abfence, 
we  had  a  piece  of  fine  cambrick  carried  off  by  a 
{hop-lifter  :  fo  little  impreffion  was  yet  made  oh 
the  minds  of  thefe  wicked  women  ? 

I  cannot  omit  the  care  of  a  particular  direElor 
of  the  bank  :  I  hope  the  worthy  and  wealthy 
knight  will  forgive  me,  that  I  endeavour  to  do 
him  juftice  ;  for  it  was  unquestionably  owing  to 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote's  *fagacity,  that  all  the/Vv? 
offices  were  required  to  have  a  particular  eye  upon 
the  bank  of  England.  Let  it  be  recorded  to  his 
praife,  that,  in  the  general  hurry,  this  ftruck  him 
as  his  neareft  and  tendered  concerns  ;  but  the 
next  day,  in  the  evening,  after  having  taken  due 
care  of  all  his  books,  bills,  and  bonds,  I  was  in- 
formed his  mind  was  wholly  turned  upon  fpiri- 
tual  matters  ;  yet,  ever  and  anon,  he  could  not 
help  expreffing  his  refentment  againft  the  Tories 
and  Jacobites,  to  whom  he  imputed  that  fuddeh 
run  upon  the  bank,  which  happened  on  this  occa- 
lion. 

A  great  man  (whom  at  this  time  it  may  not  be 
prudent  to  name)  employed  all  the  Wednefday 
morning,  to  make  up  fuch  an  account  as  might 
appear  fair,  in  cafe  he  ftiould  be  called  upon  to 

produce 

*  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  had  before  fignalized  his  care  for  the 
Bank,  when  in  equal  danger,  by  petitioning  againft  the  Lord 
Treafurer  Godolphin's  being  removed,  as  a  mcafnre  that  would 
tkftroy  the  public  credit. 
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produce  it  on  the  Friday  ;  but  was  forced  to  de- 
fift,  after  having  for  feveral  hours  together  at- 
tempted it,  not  being  able  to  bring  himfelf  to  a 
refolution  to  truft  the  many  hundred  articles  of 
his  fecret  tranfactions  upon  paper. 

Another  feemed  to  be  very  melancholy,  which 
his  flatterers  imputed  to  his  dread  of  lofing  his 
power  in  a  day  or  two  ;  but  I  rather  take  it,  that 
his  chief  concern  was  the  terror  of  being  tried  in 
a  court,  that  could  not  be  influenced,  and  where 
a  majority  of  voices  could  avail  him  nothing.  It 
was  obferved  too,  that  he  had  few  vifiters  that 
day  :  This  added  fo  much  to  his  mortification, 
that  he  read  through  the  firft  chapter  of  the 
book  of  Job,  and  wept  over  it  bitterly  ;  in  fhort, 
he  feemed  a  true  penitent  in  every  thing,  but  in 
charity  to  his  neighbour.  No  bufinefs  was  that 
day  done  in  his  cotnpting-houfe.  It  is  faid  too,  that 
he  was  advifed  to  reftitution ;  but  I  never  heard 
that  he  complied  with  it  any  farther,  than  in  giv- 
ing half  a  crown  a  piece  to  feveral  crazed  and 
ftarving  creditors,  who  attended  in  the  outward 
room. 

Three  of  the  maidf  of  honour  fent  to  counter- 
mand their  birth-day  cloaths  ;  two  of  them  burnt 
all  their  collections  of  novels  and  romances,  and 
fent  to  a  bookfeller's  in  Pall-mall,  to  buy  each  of 
ihem  a  Bible,  and  Taylor's  holy  living  and  dying. 
But  I  muft  do  all  of  them  the  juftice  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  they  fhewed  a  very  decent  behaviour 
in  the  drawing-room,  and  reftrained  themfelves 

fro  01 
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from  thofe  innocent  freedoms  and  little  levities  fo 
commonly  incident  to  young  ladies  of  their  pro- 
feffion.  So  many  birth-day  fuits  were  counter- 
manded the  next  day,  that  moft  of  the  taylors  and 
mantua-makers  difcharged  all  their  journeymen 
and  women.  A  grave  elderly  Lady,  of  great  eru- 
dition and  modefty,  who  vifits  thefe  young  ladies, 
feemed  to  be  extremely  fhocked  by  the  appre- 
henfions,  that  fhe  was  to  appear  naked  before 
the  whole  world  ;  and  no  lefs  fo,  that  all  man- 
kind was  to  appear  naked  before  her ;  which 
might  fo  much  divert  her  thoughts,  as  to  incapa- 
citate her  to  give  ready  and  apt  anfwers  to  the 
interrogatories  that  might  be  made  her.  The 
maids  of  honour,  who  had  both  modefty  and  cu- 
riofity,  could  not  imagine  the  fight  fo  difagree- 
able  as  was  reprefented  ;  nay,  one  of  them  went 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  Ihe  perfectly  longed  to  fee  it ;  for 
it  could  not  be  fo  indecent,  when  every  body  was 
to  be  alike  ;  and  they  had  a  day  or  two  to  prepare 
themfelves  to  be  feen  in  that  condition.  Upon 
this  reflection,  each  of  them  ordered  a  bathing- 
tub  to  be  got  ready  that  evening,  and  a  looking- 
glafs  to  be  fet  by  it.  So  much  are  thefe  young 
ladies,  both  by  nature  and  cuftom,  addicted  to 
cleanly  appearance. 

A  weft-country  gentleman  told  me,  he  got  a 
church  leafe  filled  up  that  morning,  for  the  fame 
fum  which  had  been  refufed  for  three  years  fuc- 
cefllvely.  I  muft  impute  this  merely  to  accident : 
For  I  cannot  imagine,  that  any  Divine  could  take 

the 
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the  advantage  of  his  tenant  in  fo  unhandfome  a 
manner  ;  or  that  the  fhortnefs  of  the  life  was  in 
the  leaft  his  confideration  ;  though  I  have  heard 
the  fame  worthy  prelate  afperfed  and  maligned 
fince  upon  this  very  account. 

The  term  being  fo  near,  the  alarm  among  the 
LAWYERS  was  inexpreffible ;  though  fome  of 
them,  I  was  told,  were  fo  vain  as  to  promife  them- 
felves  fome  advantage  in  making  their  defence,  by 
being  verfed  in  the  practice  of  our  earthly  courts. 
It  is  faid  too,  that  fome  of  the  chief  pleaders 
were  heard  to  expreis  great  fatisfac~lion,  that 
there  had  been  but  few  Jiate-trials  of  late  yeara* 
Several  attomies  demanded  the  return  of  fees,  that 
had  been  given  the  lawyers  :  But  it  was  anfwered, 
the  fee  was  undoubtedly  charged  to  their  client, 
and  that  they  could  not  connive  at  fuch  injuftice 
as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  funk  in  the  attorney's  poc- 
kets. Our  fage  and  learned  judges  had  great 
confolation,  infomuch  as  they  had  not  pleaded  at 
the  bar  for  feveral  years  ;  the  barrijlers  rejoiced, 
in  that  they  were  not  attomies  ;  and  the  attomies 
felt  no  lefs  fatisfa^lion,  that  they  were  notpetty- 
foggersy  fcrivenerS)  and  other  meaner  officers  of 
the  law. 

As  to  the  ARMY,  far  be  it  from  me  to  conceal 
the  truth.  Every  foldier's  behaviour  was  as  undif- 
mayed,  and  undaunted,  as  if  nothing  was  to  hap- 
pen  :  I  impute  not  to  this  to  their  want  of  faith, 
but  to  their  martial  difpofition  ;  though  I  cannot 
help  thinking  they  commonly  accompany  their 
i  command? 
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commands  with  more  oaths  than  are  requifite,  of 
which  there  was  no  remarkable  diminution  this 
morning  on  the  parade  in  St  James's  Park.  But 
poffibly  it  was  by  choice,  and  on  conlideration, 
that  they  continued  this  way  of  expreffion,  not 
to  intimidate  the  common  foldiers,  or  give  occa- 
iion  to  fufpect,  that  even  the  fear  of  damnation 
could  make  any  impreffion  upon  their  fuperior 
officers.  A  duel  was  fought  the  fame  morning 
between  two  colonels,  not  occafioned  (as  was  re- 
ported) becaufe  the  one  was  put  over  the  other's 
head,  that  being  a  point  which  might  at  fuch  a 
juncture  have  been  accommodated  by  the  media- 
tion of  friends  j  but  as  this  was  upon  the  account 
of  a  Lady,  it  was  judged  it  could  not  be  put  off 
at  this  time,  above  all  others,  but  demanded  im- 
mediate fatisfaftion.  1  am  apt  to  believe,  that  a 
young  officer,  who  delired  his  furgeon  to  defer 
putting  him  into  a  falivation  till  Saturday,  might 
make  this  requeft,  out  of  fome  opinion  he  had  of 
the  truth  of  the  prophecy ;  for  the  apprehenfions 
of  any  danger  in  the  operation,  could  not  be  his 
motive,  the  furgeon  himfelf  having  affured  me, 
that  he  had  before  undergone  three  fevere  ope- 
rations of  the  like  nature,  with  great  refignation 
and  fortitude. 

There  was  an  order  ifTued,  that  the  chaplains 
of  the  feveral  regiments  fhould  attend  their  duty  ; 
but  as  they  were  difperfed  about  in  feveral  parts 
of  England,  it  was  believed  that  moft  of  them 
could  not  be  found,  or  fo  much  as  heard  of,  till 
the  great  day  was  over. 

VOL.  VII.  Z  Moft 
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Moft  of  the  considerable  PHYSICIANS,  by 
their  outward  demeanor,  feemed  to  be  unbe- 
lievers ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  they  every-where 
inilnuated,  that  there  might  be  a  peftilential  ma- 
lignancy in  the  air,  occasioned  by  the  comet,  which 
might  be  armed,  againft  by  proper  and  timely 
medicines.  This  caution  had  but  little  effect ; 
for  as  the  time  approached,  the  Chriftian  refig- 
nation  of  the  people  increafed,  and  moft  of 
them  (which  was  never  before  known)  had  their 
fouls  more  at  heart  than  their  bodies. 

If  the  reverend  CLERGY  fhowed  more  con- 
cern than  others,  I  charitably  impute  it  to  their 
great  charge  of  fouls ,-  and  what  confirmed  me 
in  this  opinion  was,  that  the  degrees  of  apprehen- 
fion  and  terror  could  be  diilinguilhed  to  be  great- 
er or  lefs,  according  to  their  ranks  and  degrees  in 
the  church. 

The  like  might  be  obferved  in  all  forts  of 
minifters,  though  not  of  the  church  of  England  ; 
the  higher  their  rank,  the  more  was  their  fear. 

I  fpeak  not  of  the  COURT,  for  fear  of  of- 
fence ;  and  I  forbear  inferting  the  names  of  par- 
ticular perfons,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  flan- 
ker,— fo  that  the  reader  will  allow  the  narrative 
muft  be  deficient,  and  is  therefore  defired  to  ac- 
cept hereof,  rather  as  a  {ketch,  than  a  regular 
circumftantial  hiftory. 

1  was  not  informed  of  any  perfons  who  fliew- 
ed  the  leaft  joy,  except  three  malefactors  who 
were  to  be  executed  on  the  Monday  following, 

and 
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and  one  old  man,  a  conftant  church-goer,  who, 
being  at  the  point  of  death,  expreffed  fome  fatif- 
facYion  at  the.  news. 

On  Thurfday  morning,  there  was  little  or  no- 
thing tranfacted  in  'Change-alley ':  There  were  a 
multitude  of  fellers;  but  fo  few  buyers,  that 
one  cannot  affirm  the  flocks  bore  any  certain 
price,  except  among  the  Jews,  who  this  day  reap- 
ed great  profit  by  their  infidelity.  There  were 
many  who  called  themfelves  Chriftians,  who  of- 
fered to  buy  for  time ;  but  as  thefe  were  people 
of  great  dlJlinElion^  I  chufe  not  to  mention  them, 
becaufe  in  effect  it  would  feem  to  accufe  them, 
both  of  avarice,  and  infidelity- 

The  run  upon  the  bank  is  too  well  known  to 
need  a  particular  relation  ;  for  it  never  can  be 
forgotten,  that  no  one  perfon  whatever  (except 
the  directors  themfelves,  and  fome  of  their  par- 
ticular friends  and  aflbciates)  could  convert  a  bill 
all  that  day  intojpecie;  all  hands  being  employed 
to  ferve  them. 

In  the  feveral  churches  of  the  city  and  fu- 
burbs,  there  were  feven  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  forty-five,  who  publicly  and  folemnly  de- 
clared before  the  congregation,  that  they  took  to 
wife  their  feveral  kept  rnijlrejjes^  which  was  allow- 
ed as  valid  marriage,  the  prieft  not  having  time 
to  pronounce  the  ceremony  in  form. 

At  St  Brides's  church  in  Fleet-ftreet,  Mr  Wool- 
fton,  (who  writ  againft  the   miracles  of  our  Sa- 
viour), in  the  utmofl  terrors  of  coafcieuce,  made 
Z    2  * 
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a  public  recantation.  Dr  Mandevil  *  (who  had 
been  groundlefsly  reported  formerly  to  have  done 
the  fame)  did  it  now  in  good  earneft  at  St 
James's-gate  ;  as  did  alfo,  at  the  Temple-church, 
feveral  gentlemen  who  frequent  ttfftt-foufes  near 
the  bar.  fto  great  was  the  faith  and  fear  of  twa 
of  them,  that  they  dropt  down  dead  on  the 
fpot  ;  but  I  will  not  record  their  names,  left 
I  fliould  be  thought  invidioufly  to  lay  an  odi- 
um on  their  families  and  pofterity. 

Mofl  of  the  players,  who  had  very  little  faith 
before,  were  now  defirous  of  having  as  much  as 
they  could,  and  therefore  embraced  the  Roman 
catholic  religion ;  the  fame  thing  was  obferved  of 
fome  baivds  and  ladies  of pleafure. 

An  Irifh  gentleman,  out  of  pure  friend/hip, 
came  to  make  me  a  vifit,  and  advifed  me  to  hire 
a  boat  for  the  enfuing  day ;  and  told  me,  that  un- 
lefs  I  gave  earneft  for  one  immediately,  he  feared 
it  might  be  too  late  ;  for  his  country-men  had 
fecured  almoft  every  boat  upon  the  river,  as  judg- 
ing, that,  in  the  general  conflagration,  to  be  upon 
the  water  would  be  ihefafeft  place. 

There  were  two  lords,  and  three  commoners, 
who,  out  of  a  fcruple  of  confcience,  very  haftily 
threw  up  their  penfions,  as  imagining  a  penfion 
was  only  an  annual  retaining  bribe.  All  the 
other  great  penfioners,  I  was  told,  had  their 

fcruples 

*  Author  of  Tit  fable  of  the  lees,  a  book  intended  to  fub- 
•vert  not  only  religion  hut  virtue,  by  /hewing  that  private  vic«s 
are  public  benefits. 
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fcruples  quieted  by  a  clergyman  or  two  of  di- 
ftinftion,  whom  they  happily  confulted. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  feveral  of  our  very; 
richeft  tradefmen  of  the  city,  in  common  charity, 
gave  away  (hillings  and  {ixpences  to  the  beggars, 
who  plyed  about  the  church-doors  ;  and  at  & 
particular  church  in  the  city,  a  wealthy  churck- 
•warden,  with  his  own  hands,  ditlributed  fifty 
twelve-penny  loaves  to  the  poor,  by  way  of  refti- 
tution  for  the  many  great  and  coflly  feafts  which 
he  had  eaten  of  at  their  expence. 

Three  great  ladies,  a  valet  tie  chambre,  two 
lords,  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  five  half-pay  cap- 
tains, and  a  baronet,  (all  noted  gmncfters]  came 
publicly  into  a  church  at  Weftminfter,  and  depo- 
Cted  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  money  in  the 
minifter's  hands  ;  the  parties,  whom  they  had  de- 
frauded, being  either  out  of  town,  or  not  to  be 
found.  But  fo  great  is  the  hardnefs  of  heart  of 
this  frajternity,  that  among  either  the  noble,  or 
vulgar  gamefters,  (though  the  profeffion  is  fo  ge- 
neral), I  did  not  hear  of  any  other  reftitution  of 
this  fort.  At  the  fame  time  I  muft  obferve,  that 
(in  comparifon  of  thefe)  through  all  parts  of  the 
town,  the  juftice  and  penitence  of  the  highway- 
men t  hcufe-breakers,  and  common  pick-pockets,  was 
very  remarkable. 

The  directors  of  our  public  companies  were  in? 

fuch   dreadful   apprehenfions,    that   one   would 

have    thought    a    parliamentary    inquiry    was    at 

iuincl  5  yet  fo  great  was  their  prefence  of  mind, 

7,  3  thai 
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that  all  the  Tlmrfday  morning  was  taken  up  in 
private  transfers,  which,  by  malicious  people,  was 
thought  to  be  done  with  defign  to  conceal  their 


I  forbear  mentioning  the  private  confeffions 
of  particular  ladies  to  their  hit/bands  ;  for  as  their 
children  were  born  in  wedlock,  and  of  confe- 
quence  are  legitimate,  it  would  be  an  invidious 
talk  to  record  them  as  baftards  ;  and  particularly 
after  their  feveral  hulbands  have  fo  charitably 
forgiven  them. 

The  evening  and  night,  through  the  whole 
town,  were  fpent  in  devotions  both  public  and 
private  ;  the  churches,  for  this  one  day,  were  fo 
crouded  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  that  thou- 
fands  of  common  people  were  feen  praying  in  the 
public  ftreets.  In  fhort,  one  would  have  thought 
the  whole  town  had  been  really  and  ferioufly  re- 
ligious. But,  what  was  very  remarkable,  all  the 
different  perfuafions  kept  by  themfelves  ;  for  as 
each  thought  the  other  would  be  damned,  not 
one  would  join  in  prayer  with  the  other. 

At  length  Friday  came,  and  the  people  cover- 
ed all  the  ftreets  j  expecting,  watching,  and 
praying.  But  as  the  day  wore  away,  their  fears 
firft  began  to  abate,  then  lefTened  every  hour, 
at  night  they  were  almoft  extindt,  till  the  total 
darknefs,  that  hitherto  iifed  to  terrify,  now 
comforted  every  free-thinker  and  ntheljl.  Great 
numbers  went  together  to  the  tavernsy  befpoke 
flippers,  and  broke  up  whole  fog/heads  for  joy. 

The 


WHAT  PASSED  IN  LONDON,  fcV.  271 

The  fubject  of  all  wit  and  converfation  was  to 
ridicule  the  prophecy,  and  railly  each  other. 
All  the  quality  and  gentry  were  perfectly  aJJjamed ; 
nay,  fome  utterly  difowned  that  they  had  mani- 
fefted  any  figns  of  religion. 

But  the  next  day,  even  the  common  people,  as 
well  as  their  betters,  appeared  in  their  ufual  ftate 
of  indifference.  They  drank,  they  whored,  they 
fwore,  they  lyed,  they  cheated,  they  plundered, 
they  gamed,  they  quarrelled,  they  murdered. 
In  fhort,  the  world  went  on  in  the  old  channel. 

I  need  not  give  any  inftances  of  what  will  fo 
eafily  be  credited  ;  but  cannot  omit  relating,  that 
Mr  Woolfton  advertifed  in  that  very  Saturday's 
Evening-Poft,  a  new  treatife  againft  the  miracles 
of  our  Saviour  ;  and  that  the  few  who  had  given 
up  their  penfions  the  day  before,  folicited  to 
have  them  continued  ;  which,  as  they  had  not 
been  thrown  up  upon  any  minifterial  point,  I 
am  informed  was  readily  granted. 


The 
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NUMBER    V. 

— > Laceratquey  trahitque 

Molle  pecus. 

From  Tuefday  Jan.  23.  to  Saturday  Jan.  27.   1710, 

AMONGST  other  fcrvices  I  have  met  with 
from  fome  critics,  the  cruelleft  for  an  old 
man  is,  that  they  will  not  let  me  be  at  quiet  in  my 
bed,  but  purfue  me  to  my  very  dreams.     I  muft 

not 

•  *  N.  B.  The  two  following  TATLKRS  are  not  in  the  four 
volumes  publifhed  by  Sir  Richard  Steelc. 

In  the  preface  of  the  Tatler,  vol.  iv.  Sir  Richard  Steele 
fpeaks  thas  of  Dr  Swift  :  «  I  have,  in  the  dedication  of  the 
'  firft  volume,  made  my  acknowledgements  to  Dr  SWIFT, 
'  whofe  pleafant  writings,  in  the  name  of  Bickerftajf,  created  an 
'  inclination  in  the  town  towards  any  thing  that  could  appccr 

*  in  the  fame  difguife.     I   muft  acknowledge  alfo,   that,  at  my 
'  firft:  entering  upon  this  work,   a   certain  uncommon  way  of 
'  thinking,  and  a  turn  in  conversation  peculiar  te  that  agreeable 
'  gentleman,   rendered  his  company  very  advantageous  to  one, 

•  .wJiofe  imagination  was  to  be  continually  employed  upon  ob- 
'  vfous  and  common  fubjefts,    though  at  the  fame  time  obliged 

*  to  treat  of  them  in  a  new  and  unbeaten  method.     His  verfes 
«  on  the  Showtr  hi  town,  and  the  Defcriftioii  of  the  morning,   are 

•  inflances  of  the   happinefs  of  that  genius,  which   cculcl  rails. 
'  fuch  pleafing  ideas  upcn  occafions  fo  barren  to  an  ordini.-v 
'  invention.'' 
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not  dream,  but  when  they  pleafe  j  nor  upon  long 
continued  fubjecis,  however  vifionary  in  their 
own  natures  •,  becaufe  there  is  a  manifeft  moral 
quite  through  them,  which  to  produce  as  a 
dream  is  improbable  and  unnatural.  The  pain 
I  might  have  had  from  this  objection,  is  pre- 
vented, by  conftdering  they  have  miffed  another 
againft  which  I  fhould  have  been  at  a  lofs  to 
defend  myfelf.  They  might  have  afked  me, 
whether  the  dreams  I  publifh  can  properly  be 
called  Lucubrations,  which  is  the  name  I  have 
given  to  all  roy  papers,  whether  in  volumes  or 
half-lheets  :  So  manifeft  a  contradiction  in  ter- 
minis,  that  I  wonder  no  fophifter  ever  thought 
of  it.  But  the  other  is  a  cavil.  I  remember  when 
I  was  a  boy  at  fchool,  I  have  often  dreamed  out 
the  whole  paflages  of  the  day  ;  that  I  rode  a  jour- 
ney, baited,  fupped,  went  to  bed,  and  rofe  next 
morning :  And  I  have  known  young  ladies,  who 
could  dream  a  whole  contexture  of  adventures  in 
one  night,  large  enough  to  mnke  a  novel.  In 
youth,  the  imagination  is  ftrong,  not  mixed  with 
cares,  nor  tinged  with  thofe  paffions  that  moft 
difturb  and  confound  it  •,  fuch  as  avarice,  ambi- 
tion, and  many  others.  Now,  as  old  men  are 
faid  to  grow  children  again,  fo  in  this  article  of 
dreaming  I  am  returned  to  my  childhood.  My 
imagination  is  at  full  eafe,  without  care,  avarice, 
or  ambition,  to  clog  it;  by  which,  among  many 
others,  I  have  this  advantage,  of  doubling  the 
fmall  remainder  of  my  time,  and  living  four  and 

twenty 
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twenty  hours  in  the  day.  However,  the  dream 
I  am  going  now  to  relate,  is  as  wild  as  can  well 
be  imagined,  and  adapted  to  pleafe  thefe  refiners 
upon  fleep,  without  any  moral  that  I  can  dif- 
cover. 

*  It  happened,  that  my  maid  left  on  the  table 

*  in  my  bed-chamber,  one  of  her  ftory-books  (as 

*  fhe  calls   them)  which  I  took  up,  and  found 
'  full  of  ftrange  impertinence,  fitted  to  her  tafte 

*  and   condition  ;   of  poor   fervants   who   came 
1  to  be   ladies,  and  fervi fig-men  of  loiv  degree  who 
'  married  kings  daughters.    Among  other  things 

*  I  met  this  fage  obfervation,  that  a  lion  would 
'  never  hurt  a  true  virgin.     With  this  medley  of 
'  nonfenfe  in   my   fancy   I   went   to   bed,    and 
'  dreamed  that  a  friend  waked   me  in  the  mora- 
'  ing,   and  propofed,  for  paftime,  to  fpend  a  few 

*  hours  in  feeing  the  parifh  lions,  which,  lie  had 

*  not  done  fince  he  came  to  town  ;  and  becaufe 

*  they  (hewed  but  once  a  week,  he  would  not 
'  mifs  the  opportunity.     I  faid  I  would  humour 
'  him  ;  although,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  I  was  not 
'  fond  of  thofe  cruel  fpectacles ;  and  if  it  were 
'  not  fo    antient  a   cuftom,  founded   as    I   had 
'  heard  upon  the  wifeft    maxims,  I  fliould  be 

*  apt  to  cenfure  the  inhumanity  of  thofe  who 

*  introduced  it."     All  this  will  be  a  riddle  to  the 
waking  reader,  until    I  difcover   the  fcene   my 
imagination  had  formed,  upon  the  maxim,  that 
a  lion  would  never  hurt  a  true  virgin.  '  I  dream- 
'  ed,  that,  by  a  law  of  immemorial  time,  a  he- 

*  lion 
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'  lion  was  kept  in  every  parifli,  at  the  common 

*  charge,  and  in  a  place  provided  adjoining  to 

*  the  church-yard  ;   that  before  any  one  of  the 

*  fair  fex  was  married,   if  {he  affirmed  herfelf  to 
'  be  a  virgin,  fhe  muft,  on  her  wedding-day,  and 
'  in  her  wedding-cloaths,  perform  the  ceremony 
'  of  going  alone  into  the  den,  and  ftay  an  hour 
'  with  the  lion,  let  loofe,  and  kept  fafting  four 
'  and   twenty  hours  on  purpofe.     At  a  proper 

*  height  above  the  den,  were  convenient  galleries 
'  for   the    relations   and   friends  of  the   young 

*  couple,  and  open  to  all  fpe&ators.    No  maiden 
'  was  forced  to  offer  herfelf  to  the  lion  ;  but, 
'  if  fhe  refufed,  it  was  a  difgrace  to  marry  her, 
'  and  every  one  might  have  the  liberty  of  calling 

*  her  a  whore.     And  methought  it  was  as  ufual 
'  a  diverfion  to  fee  the  parifh  lions,  as  with  us 

*  to  go  to  a  play,    or  an  opera.      And  it  was 
'  reckoned  convenient   to  be  near  the  church, 

*  either  for  marrying  the  virgin,  if  fhe  efcaped 

*  die  trial  ;  or  for  burying  her  bones,  when  the 

*  lion  had  .devoured  the  reft,  as  lie  conftantly 
«  did." 

To  go  on  therefore  with  the  dream  :  *  We 

*  called  firft  (as  I  remember)  to  fee  St  Dunftan's 
'  lion  j  but  we  were  told,  they  did  not  fhew  to- 

*  day.    From  thence  we  went  to  that  of  Covent- 

*  garden,  which,  to  my  great  furprize,  we  found 

*  as  lean  as  a  fkeleton,  when  I  expected  quite  the 

*  contrary ;  but  the  keeper  faid  it  was  no  wonder 

*  at  all,  becaufe  the  poor  beaft  had  not  got  an 

*  ounce 
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'  ounce  of  woman's  flefh  fince  he  came  into 
'  the  parifh.  This  amazed  me  more  than  the 
'  other,  and  I  was  forming  to  myfelf  a  mighty 

*  veneration  for  the  ladies  in  that  quarter  of  the 
'  town  ;  when  the  keeper  went  on,  and  faid  he 

*  wondered  the  pariih  would  be  at  the  charge  of 

*  maintaining  a  lion  for  nothing.     Friend,  faid 

*  I,  do  you  call  it  nothing  to  juftify  the  virtue 

*  of  fo  many  ladies  j  or  hath  your  lion  loft  his 
'  diftinguiming  faculty  ?  Can  there  be  any  thing 
'  more  for  the  honour  of  your  parifh,  than  that 
'  all  the  ladies  married  in  your  church  were  pure 
s  virgins  ?  That  is  true,  faid  he,  and  the  doctor 
'  knows  it  to  his  forrow ;   for  there  hath  not 
'  been  a  couple    married   in  our   church    fince 
'  his  worfhip  came  amongft   us.       The   virgins* 
'  here-abouts  are  too  wife  to  venture  the  claws 
'  of  the  lion  ;  and,  becaufe  nobody  will  marry 

*  them,  have  all  entered  into  a  vow  of  virginity  ; 
'  fo  that  in  proportion  we  have  much  the  largeft 
'  nunnery  in  the  whole   toxvn.      This    manner 
'  of  ladies  entering  into  a  vow  of  virginity,  be- 
'  caufe  they  were  not  virgins^  I  eafily  conceived  ; 

*  and  my  dream  told  me,  that  the  whole  king- 
'  dom  was  full  of  nunneries  plentifully  flocked 

*  from  the  fame  reafon. 

f  We  went    to  fee   another  lion,   where    we 
'  found  much  company  met  in  the  gallery.     The 

*  keeper  told   us,  we   fhould  fee  fport  enough, 
'  as  he  called   it  ;  and  in  a  little  time  we  faw  a 
4  young'  beautiful  lady  put  into   the  den,  who 

i  <  walked 
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•'  walked  up  towards  the  lion  with  all  imaginable 

*  ftcurity  in  her  countenance,  and  looked  fmil- 

*  ing  upon  her  lover  and  friends  in  the  gallery  ; 

*  which   I  thought   nothing   extraordinary,  be- 

*  caufe  it  was  never  known  that  any  lion  had 

*  been   miftaken.       But,   however,   we  were  all 

*  difappointed  :  For  the  lion  lifted  up  his  right 
'  paw,  which  was  the  fatal  fign,  and,  advancing 

*  forward,  feized  her  by   the  arm,    and   began 

*  to   tear   it.      The   poor   lady   gave  a   terrible 

*  flu-iek,    and  cried  out,  The  lion  is  juft,  I  am 

*  no    virgin  !  Oh !  Sapbo,  Sapho ! — {he    could  fay 
'  no  more,  for   the  lion  gave  her  the   coup  dt 
'  grate  by  a  fqueeze  in  the  throat,  and  fhe  ex- 

*  pired   at  his  feet.     The  keeper  dragged  away 
'  her  body,  to  feed  the  animal  after  the  compa- 

*  ny  fhould  be  gone  ;  for  the  parifli  lions  never 

*  ufed  to  eat  in  public.     After  a  little  paufe,  an- 

*  other  lady  came  on  towards  the  lion,  in  the 

*  fame   manner   as   the   former.     We  obferved 
c  the  beafl  fmell  her  with  diligence.     He  fcratch- 
«  ed  both  her  hands  with  lifting  them  to   his 

*  nofe,   and,  laying  one  of  his  claws  on  her  bo- 

*  ibm,  drew  blood  :  However  he  let  her  go,  and 

*  at  the  fame  time  turned  from  her  with  a  fort 

*  of  contempt ;  at  which   fhe   was   not  a  little 

*  mortified,  and  retired  with  fbme  confufion  to 

*  her   friends   in  die   gallery.      Methought   the 
e  whole   company  immediately  underftood   the 
f  meaning  of  this  ;  that  the  eailnefs  of  the  lady 
'  had  fuffered  her  to  admit  certain  imprudent 

VOL.  VII.  A  a  and 
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'  and    dangerous     familiarities,    bordering    too 
4  much  upon  what  is  criminal ;  neither  was  it 

*  fure,  whether  the  lover  then  prefent  had  not 

*  fome  fharers   with  him  in  thole  freedoms,  of 

*  which  a  lady  can  never  be  too  fparing. 

*  This  happened  to  be  an  extraordinary  day  ; 

*  for  a  third  lady  came  into  the  den,  laughing 

*  loud,  playing  with  her  fan,   toffing  her  head, 
'  and   fmiling   round  on  the  young    fellows    in 
'  the   gallery.      However,    the   lion    leaped   on 
'  her   with   great   fury,  and   we   gave   her  for 

*  gone  j   but   on  a  fudden  he  let  go  his  hold, 

*  and  turned  from  her  as  if  he  were  naufeated ; 

*  then  gave  her  a  lath  with  his  tail ;  after  which 
'  fhe  returned  to  the  gallery,  not  the  leaft  out 

*  of  countenance  :  And  this,  it  feems,  was  the 
'  ufual  treatment  of  coquets. 

'  I  thought   we  had    feen  enough;    but  my 

*  friend  would  needs  have  us  go  and  vifit  one 

*  or  two  lions  in  the  city.     We  called  at  two  or 

*  three  dens,  where  they  happened  not  to  {hew  ; 

*  but  we    generally   found   half  a  fcore  young 

*  girls,  between  eight  and  eleven  years  old,  play- 
'  ing   with  each  lion,  fitting  on  his  back,  and 

*  putting  their  hands  into  his  mouth  :  Some  of 

*  them  would  now  and  then  get  a  fcratch  ;  but 
'  we   always   difcovered,  upon   examining,  that 
'  they  had  been  hoydening  with  the  young  ap- 

*  prentices.     One  of  them  was  calling  to  a  pret- 

*  ty  girl,  about  twelve  years  old,  who  flood  by 
f  us  in  the  gallery,  to  come  down  to  the  lion, 

*  and, 
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'  and,  upon  her  refufal,  faid,  Ah !  Mifs  Bettyy  <we 

*  could  never  get  yeu  to  come  near  the  lion,  Jtnce  you 
'  played  at  hoop   and  hide  ivith  my  broiler  in  the 
1  garret. 

'  We  followed  a  cotiple  with  the  wedding- 
'  folks,  going  to  the  church  of  St  Mary  Aix. 
'  The  lady,  though  well  ftricken  in  years,  ex- 
'  tremely  crooked  and  deformed,  was  dreffed 
'  out  beyond  the  gaiety  of  fifteen,  having  jum- 
'  bled  together,  as  I  imagined,  all  the  tawdry  re- 
'  mains  of  aunts,  god-mothers,  and  grand-mo- 
c  thers,  for  fome  generations  paft.  One  of  the 
'  neighbours  whifpered  me,  that  fhe  was  an  old 
'  maid,  and  had  the  cleareft  reputation  of  any 
'  in  the  parifh.  There  is  nothing  ftrange  in 
'  that,  thought  I  •,  but  was  much  furprifed,  when 
'  I  obferved  afterwards,  that  fhe  went  towards 
'  the  lion  with  diflruft  and  concern.  The  beaft 

*  was  lying  down  ;  but,  upon  the  fight  of  her, 
'  fnuffed  up  his  nofe  two  or  three  times,  and 
'  then  giving  the  fign  of  death,  proceeded  in- 
'  ftantly  to  execution.     In  the  midft  of  her  ago- 
'  nies,  fhe  was  heard  to  name  the  words  Italy 
'  and  artifices,  with  the  utmoft  hon'or,  and  fe- 
'  veral  repeated  execrations  ;  and  at  laft  conclud- 
'  ed,  Fool  that  I  was,  to  put  fa  much  confidence  in 
'  the  toughnefs  of  myjkin  ! 

f  The  keeper   immediately    fet  all    in    ordei? 

'  again  for  another  cuftomer,  which  happened 

'  to   be   a   famous    prude,   whom   her  parents, 

' .  after  long  threatening?,  and  much  perfuafion, 

A  a  2  •  had> 
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'  had,  with  the  extremeft  difficulty,  prevailed  on 
'  to  accept  a  young  handfome  goldfmith,  who 

*  might  have  pretended  to  five  times  her  for- 
c  tune.      The  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  neigh- 

*  bourhood,   ufed  to  quote  her  for  an  example 

*  to  their  daughters ;  her  elbows  were  rivetted 

*  to  her  fides,  and  her  whole  perfon  fo  ordered 
'  as  to  inform  every  body  that  {he  was  afraid 
'  they  fhould  touch  her.      She  only  dreaded  to 

*  approach  the  lion  becaufe  it  was  a  he-one,  and 

*  nbhorred  to  think  a  male-animal  fhould  pre- 

*  fume  to  breathe  on  her.     The  fight  of  a  man 

*  at  twenty  yards   diftance  made  her  draw  back 
4  her  head.     She  always  fat   upon   the  farther 

*  corner  of  the  chair,  although  there  were  fix 

*  chairs  between  her  and  her  lover,  and  with 

*  the  door  wide  open,  and  her  little  fifter  in  the 

*  room.     She  was   never  faluted  but  at  the  tip 

*  of  the  ear  ;  and  her  father  had  much  ado  to 

*  make  her  dine  without  her  gloves,  when  there 
'  was  a  man  at  table.     She  entered  the  den  with 
e  fome  fear,  which  we  took  to  proceed   from 

*  the  height  of  her   modefty,   offended    at    the 

*  fight    of  fo  many  men   in  the  gallery.   .   The 
'  lion,  beholding  her  at  a  diftance,  immediately 
(  gave  the  deadly  fign  ;   at  which  the  poor  crea- 

*  ture.  (metinks  I   fee  her  frill)   mifcarried  in  a 
'  fright  before  us  all.     The  lion   feemed  to  be 
'  as  much  furprized  as  we,  and  gave  her  time  to 
'  make  her  confempn  :   That  Jhe  was  Jive  months 
f  gone  fa  1  be  foreman  of  her  father's  foop  ;  that  tils 
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'  ivas  her  third  big  belly  :  And  when  her  friends 
'  aiked,  why  fhe  would  venture  the  trial  ?  fhe 
*  faid,  Her  nurfe  told  her,  that  a  lion  icotilJ  never 
4  hurt  a  •woman  ivith  child.'  Upon  this  I  imme- 
diately awaked,  and  could  not  help  wifhing,  that 
the  deputy  cenfors  of  my  late  inftitution,  were 
endued  with  the  fame  inftin£t  as  thefe  parifh, 
lions. 


NUMBER      XX  *. 

Ingenuas  <  didicijje  fideliter  artcs 
Ernollit  mores. Ovid. 

From  Saturday  March  3.  to  Tuefday  March  6.   1710, 

From  my  oivn  apartment  in  Channel-row ,  March  5 . 

THOSE  inferior  duties  of  life,  which  the 
French  call   Ees  petites  morales,    or   the 
fmaller  morals,  are  with  us  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  good   manners  or   breeding.      This  I 
look  upon,  in  the  general  notion  of  it,  to  be  a 
a  fort  of  artificial   good   fenfe,  adapted  to  the 
meaneft  capacities,  and  introduced  to  make  man- 
kind eafy  in  their   commerce  with  each  other. 
A  a  3  Low 

*  This  Taller  .tould  be  hung  np  in  every  "Squire's  hall  irt 
Crrcry, 
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Low   and    little  understandings,    without   fome 
rules  of  this  kind,  would  be   perpetually   wan- 
dering into  a  thoufand  indecencies  and  irregula- 
rities in  behaviour  ;  and,  in  their  ordinary  con- 
vcrfation,  fall  into  the  fame  boifterous  familiari- 
ties, that  one  obferves  amongft  them,  when  a 
debauch  hath  quite  taken  away  the   ufe  of  their 
reafon.     In  other  inftances,  it  is  odd  to  confider, 
that  for  want   of  common  difcretion,  the  very 
end  of  good  breeding  is  wholly  perverted  ;   and 
civility,  intended  to  make  us   eafy,   ip  employed 
in  laying  chains  and  fetters  upon  us,   in  debar- 
ring us  of  our  wilhes,   and  in  croffing  our  moft 
reafonable  defires  and  inclinations.     This  abufe 
reigns  chiefly  in  the  country,  as  I  found  to  my 
vexation  when  I  was  laft  there,  in  a  vifit  I  made 
to  a  neighbour  about  two  miles  from  my  coufin. 
As  foon  as  I  entered  the  parlour,    they  put  me 
into  the  great  chair  that  ftood  clofc  by  a  huge 
fire,  and  kept  me  there  by  force  until  I  was  al- 
moft  ftifled.      Then  a  boy  came  in  a  great  hur- 
ry to  pull  off  my  boots,  which  I  in  vain  oppofed, 
urging  that  I  muft  return  foon  after  dinner.     In 
the   mean   time,    the   good   lady  whifpered   her 
eldeft  daughter,  and  flipped  a  key  into  her  hand  ; 
the  girl  returned  inftantly  with   n  bcer-glafs  half 
full  of  aqua  mirabilis  and  fyrup  of  gillyflowers.      I 
took  as  much  as  I  had  a  mind  for  ;  but  Madam 
vowed  I  fhould  drink  it  off,  for  fhe  was  fure  it 
would  do  me  good  after  coming  out  of  the  cold 
air  j  and  I  was  forced  to  obey,  which  abfolutely 

took 
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took  away  my  ftomach.  When  dinner  came  in, 
I  had  a-mind  to  fit  at  a  diftance  from  the  fire  ; 
but  they  told  me  it  was  as  much  as  my  life  was 
worth,  and  fet  me  with  my  back  juft  againft  it. 
Although  my  appetite  was  quite  gone,  I  was  re- 
folved  to  force  down  as  much  as  I  could,  and 
defired  the  leg  of  a  pullet.  *  Indeed,  Mr  liic- 

*  kerftatF,  fays  the  Lady,  you  muft  eat  a  wing  to 

*  oblige  me  ;'  and  fo  put  a  couple  upon  my  plate. 
I  was  perfecuted  at  this  rate  during  the  whole 
meal  ;  as  ofren  as  I  called   for  fmall  beer,  the 
mafter  tipped  the  wink,   and  the  fervant  brought 
rne  a  brimmer  of  October.    Some  time  after  din- 
ner, I  ordered  my  coufin's  man,  who  came  with 
me,  to  get  ready  the  horfes  ;  but  it  was  refolved 
I  fliould  not  ftir  that  night  ;  nnd  when  I  feemed 
pretty  much  bent  upon  going,   they  ordered  the 
ftable-door  to  be  locked,  and  the  children  hid  my 
cloak  and  boots.     The  nest  -queftion  was,   what 
would  I  have  for  fupper  ?  I  faid,   I  never  eat  any 
thing  at  night :  But  was  at  laft,  in  my  own  de- 
fence, obliged  to  name  the  firft  thing  that  came 
into  my  head.     After  three   hours  fpent  chiefly 
in  apologies  for  my  entertainment,  iniinuating  to 
me,  '  That  this  was  the  worft  time  of  the  year  for 
f  provifions  ;   that  they  were  at  a  great  diitance 

*  from   any   market ;    that   they   were   afraid    I 

*  fhould  be  ftarved  ;   and  that  they  knew  they 
'  kept  me  to  my  lofs  ;'   The  lady  went,  and  left 
me  to  her  hufband  ;   for  they  took  fpecial  care  I 
fliould  never  be  alone :   As  Toon  as  her  back  was 

turned, 
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turned,  the  little  Mifles  ran  backwards  and  for- 
wards every  moment,  and  conftantly  as  they 
came  in  or  went  out  made  a  curtefy  directly  at 
me,  which,  in  good  manners,  I  was  forced  to 
return  with  a  bow,  and  your  humble  fcrvant, 
pretty  Mlfs.  Exactly  at  eight,  the  mother  came 
up,  and  difcovered,  by  the  rednefs  of  her  face, 
that  (upper  was  not  far  off.  It  was  twice  as  large 
as  the  dinner,  and  my  perfecution  doubled  in 
proportion.  I  defired,  at  my  ufual  hour,  to  go 
to  my  repofe,  and  was  conducted  to  my  chamber 
by  the  gentleman,  his  lady,  and  the  whole  train 
of  children.  They  importuned  me  to  drink 
fomething  before  I  went  to-  bed ;  and,  upon  my 
refufing,  at  laft  left  a  bottle  of  JtitigO)  as  they 
called  it,  for  fear  I  Ihould  wake  and  be  thirfty 
in  the  night.  I  was  forced,  in  the  morning, 
to  rife  and  drefs  myfelf  in  the  dark,  becaufe 
they  would  not  fuffer  my  kinfman's  fervant  to 
difturb  me  at  the  hour  I  defired  to  be  called.  I 
was  now  refolved  to  break  through  all  meafures 
to  get  away ;  and,  after  fitting  down  to  a  mon- 
ftrous  breakfaft  of  cold  beef,  mutton,  neats 
tongues,  venifon  pafty,  and  ftale  beef,  took  leave 
of  the  family.  But  the  gentleman  would  needs 
fee  me  part  of  the  way,  and  carry  me  a  fhort 
cut  through  his  own  ground,  which  he  told  me 
would  fave  half  a  mile's  riding.  This  laft  piece 
of  civility  had  like  to  have  coft  me  dear,  being 
once  or  twice  in  danger  of  my  neck  by  leaping 
over  has  ditches,  and  at  laft  forced  to  alight  in 

the 
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the  dirt,  when  my  horfe,  having  flipped  his  bri- 
dle, ran  away,  and  took  us  up  more  than  an  hour 
to  recover  him  again. 

It  is  evident,  that  none  of  the  abfurdities  I 
met  with  in  this  viiit,  proceeded  from  an  ill  inten- 
tion, but  from  a  wrong  judgment  of  complaif- 
ance,  and  a  mifapplication  in  the  rules  of  it.  I 
cannot  fo  eafily  excufe  the  more  refined  critics 
upon  behaviour,  who,  having  profefied  no  other 
ftudy,  are  yet  infinitely  defective  in  the  moft 
material  parts  of  it.  Ned  Fafhion  hath  been  bred 
all  his  life  about  court,  and  understands  to  a 
tittle  all  the  punctilios  of  a  drawing-room.  He 
vifits  moft  of  the  fine  women  near  St  James's, 
and  upon  every  occasion  fays  the  civilcft  and 
fofteft  things  to  them  of  any  man  breathing. 
To  Mr  Ifaac  *  he  owes  an  eafy  flide  in  his  bow, 
and  a  graceful  manner  of  coming  into  a  room  : 
But  in  feme  other  cafes,  he  is  very  far  from  be- 
ing a  well-bred  perfon.  He  laughs  at  men  of  far 
fuperior  understanding  to  his  own,  for  not  be- 
ing as  well  drefTed  as  himfelf;  defpifeth  all  his 
acquaintance  who  are  not  of  quality,  and  in  pu- 
blic places  hath  on  that  account  often  avoided 
taking  notice  of  fome  among  the  beft  fpeakers  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  He  raileth  flrenuoufly  at 
both  univerfities,  before  the  members  of  either  ; 
and  is  never  heard  to  fwear  an  oath,  or  break  in 
upon  religion  and  morality,  except  in  the  com- 
pany of  divines.  On  the  other  hand,  a  man  of 

righj: 

*  A  famous  thncing-mafter  in  tho/e  days. 
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right  fenfe  hath  all  the  eflentials  of  good  breed- 
ing, although  he  may  be  wanting  in  the  forms 
of  it.  Horatio  hath  fpent  moft  of  his  time  at 
Oxford  :  He  hath  a  great  deal  of  learning,  an 
agreeable  wit,  and  as  much  modefty  as  may  ferve 
to  adorn,  without  concealing  his  other  good  qua- 
lities. In  that  retired  way  of  living,  he  feemeth  t» 
have  formed  a  notion  of  human  nature,  as  he 
hath  found  it  defcribed  in  the  writings  of  the 
greateft  men,  not  as  he  is  likely  to  meet  with  it 
in  the  common  courfe  of  life.  Hence  it  is  that 
he  giveth  no  offence,  but  converfeth  with  great 
deference,  candour,  and  humanity.  His  bow, 
1  muft  confefs,  is  fomewhat  aukward  ;  but  then 
he  hath  an  extenfive,  univerfal,  and  unaffected 
knowledge,  which  may  perhaps  a  little  excufe 
him.  He  would  make  no  extraordinary  figure  at 
a  ball ;  but  I  can  aflure  the  ladies,  in  his  behalf, 
and  for  their  own  confolation,  that  he  has  writ 
better  verfes  on  the  fex,  than  any  man  now  liv- 
ing -,  and  is  preparing  fuch  a  poem  for  the  prefs, 
as  will  tranfmit  their  praifes,  and  his  ownr  to  ma- 
ny generations. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    CCXXX  *. 
Thurfday,  September  28th,  1710. 

From  my  own  apartment,  September  21th. 

TH  E  following  letter  hath  laid  before  me 
many  great  and  manifeft  evils  in  the  world 
of  letters,  which  I  had  overlooked  ;  but  it  opens 
to  me  a  very  bufy  fcene,  and  it  will  require  no 
fmall  care  and  application  to  amend  errors  which 
are  become  fo  univerfal.  The  affectation  of 
politenefs  is  expofed  in  this  epiftle  with  a  great 
deal  of  wit  and  difcernment ;  fo  that  whatever 
difcourfe  I  may  fall  into  hereafter  upon  the  fub- 
jcct  the  writer  treats  of,  I  fhall  at  prefent  lay  the 
matter  before  the  world,  without  the  leaft  alter- 
ation from  the  words  of  my  correfpondent. 

To 


*  The  letter  to  the  Lord  High  Treafurer  upon  the  lame  fub- 
jeft  with  this  Taller,  is  printed  in  the  fixth  of  thefe  volumes,  p. 
66.  It  is  faid,  that  the  author  writ  fome  other  Toilers,  and  fe- 
veral  Spcftaton,  and  furniflied  hints  for  many  more  ;  particular- 
ly, The  tables  of  fame,  The  life  and  adventures  of  a  {billing,  The 
account  of  England  bj  an  Indian  ting,  and  fome  others :  But,  as 
we  arc  informed,  he  would  never  tell  his  beft  friends  the  par- 
ticular papers.  Dublin  edit. 
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To   ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  Efq; 

SIR, 

'  THERE  are  fome  abufes  among  us  of  great 
'  confequence,  the  reformation  of  which  is  pro- 

*  perly  your  province,  although,  as  far  as  I  have 

*  been  converfant  in  your  papers,  you  have  not 

*  yet  confidered  them.     Thefe  are,  the  deplora- 
'  ble  ignorance  that  for  fome  years  hath  reigned 

*  among  our  Englifh  writers,  the  great  depravity 
'  of  our  tafte,  and  the  continual  corruption  of 
'  our  rtile.     I  fay  nothing  here  of  thofe  wlio 
4  handle  particular  fciences,  divinity,  law,  phy- 

*  fie,  and  the  like  ;  I  mean  the  traders  in  hiftory 
'  and  politics,  and  the  Belles  Lettres,  together 
'  with  thofe  by  whom  books  are  not  tranflated, 
'  but  (as  the  common  expreffions  are)  done  out  of 
s  French,  Latin,  or  other  languages,  and  made 
'  Ettglifi}.     I  cannot  but  obferve  to  you,  that, 
'  until   of  late   years,   a   Grub-ftreet  book  was 
1  always  bound  in  fhee'p-fkin  with  fuitable  print 

*  and  paper,  the  price  never  above  a  ftiilling, 

*  and  taken  off  wholly  by  common  tradefmen  or 

*  country  pedlars  :   But  now  they  appear  in  all 

*  fizes  and  fhapes,  and  in  all  places;   they  are 

*  handed  about  from  lapfuls  in  every  coffee-houfe 

*  to  perfons  of  quality  }  are  fhewn   in  Weftmin- 
'  fter-hall,  and  the  Court  of  Requefts ;  you  may 

*  fee  them  gilt,  and  in  royal  paper,  of  five  or  fix 
1  hundred  pages,  and  rated  accordingly.  I  would 

i  <  engage 
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*  engage  to  furniih  you  with  a  catalogue  of  Eng- 
'  lilh  books,  published  within  the  compafs  of  feven. 
'  years  paft,   which  at  the  firft  hand  would  coft 
'  you  an  hundred  pounds,  wherein  you  fhall  not 

*  be  able  to  find  ten  lines  together  of  common 
'  grammar,  or  common  fenfe. 

*  Thefe  two  evils,  ignorance  and  want  of  tafte, 
'  have  produced  a  third  ;  I  mean  the  continual 

*  corruption  of  our  Englifli  tongue,  which,  with- 

*  out  fome  timely  remedy,  will  fuffer  more  by  the 

*  falfe   refinements  of  twenty  years  paft,  than  it 

*  hath  been  improved  in  the  foregoing  hundred. 

*  And  this  is  what  I  defign  chiefly  to  enlarge  up- 

*  on,   leaving  the  former  evils  to  your  animaclw 

*  verfion. 

*  But  inftead  of  giving  you  a  lift  of  the  late 

*  refinements   crept  into   our   language,    I   here 
'  fend  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  fomc 

*  time  ago  from  a  moft  accomplilhed  perfon  in 
'•  this  way  of  writing,  upon  which  I  ihall  make 
'•  fome  remarks.     It  is  in  thefe  terms : 


5   I   R, 

/  coud'n't  get  the  things  you  fent  for  all  about: 
town — /  tho't  to  ha'  come  down  rnyfelf,  and  then 
I'd  ha'  bro't  'nm  ;  but  ha'nt  don't,  and  I  believe  I 
can't  do't,  that's  pozz. — Tom  begins  to  g'imfclf 
airs  becaufe  he's  going  with  the  plenipo's. — 'Tis  faid 
the  French  King  will  bamboozel  us  agen,  which 
caufes  many  fpeculations.  Tke  Jacks,  and  others 
of  that  kidney,  are  very  uppifh  and  alert  upon'?, , 
VOL,  VIL  B  b  "  '  «/ 
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as  you  may  fee   by  their  phizz's Will  Hazard 

'has  got  the  hipps,  having  loft  to  the  tune  of  Jive 
hundr'd  pound,  tho'  he  tinder/lands  play  very  wellt 
no-body  better.  He  has  promis'd  me  upon  Rep  to 
leave  off  play  ;  but  you  know  'tis  a  weaknefs  he's  too 
tipt  to  give  into,  tho'  he  has  as  much  wit  as  any 
man,  no-body  more  :  He  has  lain  incog  everfmce. 
— The  mob's  very  quiet  "with  us  now — /  believe  you 
tho't  /  banter'd  you  in  my  lajl  like  a  country 

put.' /  {han't  leave  town  this  month,  &c. 

'  This  letter  is  in  every  point  an  admirable 

*  pattern  of  the  prefent  polite  way  of  writing  ; 

*  nor  is  it  of  lefs  authority  for  being  an  epiftle  : 

*  You  may  gather  every  flower  of  it,  with  a 

*  thoufand  more  of  equal   fweetnefs,  from  the 
'  books,   pamphlets,    and   fingle   papers,    offer- 

*  ed  us  every   clay  in   the  coffee-houfes.     And 
4  thefe  are  the  beauties  introduced,  to  fupply  the 

*  want   of    wit,    fenfe,   humour,   and   learning, 
'  which  formerly  were  looked  upon  as  qualifi- 
'  cations  for  a  writer.     If  a  man  of  wit,  who 

*  died  forty  years  ago,   were  to  rife  from  the 
'  grave  on  purpofe,  how  would  he  be  able  to 

*  read  this  letter  ?  and  after  he  had  got  through 
"'  that  difficulty,  how  would  he  be  able  to  un- 

*  derftand  it  ?  The  firft  thing  that  ftrikes  your 
'  eye,  is  the  breaks  at  the  end  of  almoft  every 

*  fentence  ;  of  which  I  know  not  the  ufe, — only 

*  that  it  is  a  refinement,    and  very  frequently 

*  practifed.     Then  you  will  obferve  the  abbrevia- 
«  tions  and  elifions,  by  which  confonants  of  moft 
'  obdurate  founds  arc  joined  together,  without 

*  one 
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*  one  foftening  vowel  to  intervene  :  And  all  this 
'  only  to  make  one  fyllable  of  two,  direftly  con- 

*  trary  to  the  examples  of  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
'  mans  ;  altogether  of  the  Gothic  ftrain,   and  of 
'  a  natural  tendency  towards  relapnng  into  bar- 

*  barity,   which  delights   in   monofyllables,   and 
'  uniting  of  mute  confonants  ;  as  it  is  obftrvable 
'  in  all   the   northern  languages.     And  this   is 
'  ftill  more  vifible  in  the  next  refinement,  which 
f  confifteth  in  pronouncing  the  firft  fyllable  in  a 
'  word  that  hath  many,  and  difmifling  the  reft  ; 
'  fuch  as  phizz.  kipps.  mobb.  pozz.  rep.  and  many 

*  more  ;  when  we  are  already  overloaded  with 
'  monofyllables,    which  are  the  difgrace  of  our 
'  language.      Thus  we  cram  one  fyllable,   and 
<  cut  off  the  reft  ;  as  the  owl  fattened  }  er  mice 
c  after  fhe  had  bit  off  their  legs,  to  prevei.t  them 

*  from  running  away :  And  if  our's  be  the  fame 

*  reafon  for  maiming   of  words,  it  would  cer- 

*  tainly  anfwer  the  end  ;  for  I  am  fure  no  other 
'  nation   will   defire   to   borrow   them.       Some 
'  words  are  hitherto  but  fairly  fplit,  and  there- 
'  fore  only  in  their  way  to  perfection,  as  incog. 

*  and  plenipo.  ;  but  in  a  fhort  time,  it  is  to  be 
«  hoped  they  will  be  further  docked,   to  inc.  and 
'  plen.      This  reflection  hath  made  me  of  late 
'  years  very  impatient  for  a  peace,  which  I  be- 
'  lieve  will  fave  the  lives  of  many  brave  words  as 
«  well  as  men.     The  war  hath  introduced  abun- 

*  dance    of  polyfyllables,   which   will   never   be 
'  able  to  live  many  more  campaigns.     Specula- 

*  thns,    operations)  preliminaries •,  ambaJJ'adirs ,  pa- 

B  b  2  <  lifadoes, 
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*  lifidoes,  communications,    circumvallations,  batta- 
'  /ions,  as  numerous  as  they  are,  if  they  attack 
'  us   too   frequently   in    our   coffee-houfes,    we 
'  fhall  certainly  put  them  to  flight,  and  cut  off 
'  the  rear. 

'  The  third  refinement  obfervable  in  the  let- 

*  ter  I  fend  you,  confifteth  in  the  choice  of  cer- 

*  tain  words,  invented  by  fome  pretty  fellows ; 
'  fuch  as   banter,   bamboozle,  country  put,  and  kid- 
'  ney,  as  it  is   there  applied  ;  fome  of  which  are 
'  now  ftruggling  for  the  vogue,  and  others  are 
'  in  poffeffion  of  it.     I  have  done  my  utmoft  for 
'  fome  years  paft,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  mob  and 
'  banter ;  but  have  been  plainly  borne  down  by 

*  numbers,  and  betrayed  by  thofe  who  promifed 
'  to  aflift  me. 

*  In  the  laft  place,  you  are  to  take  notice  of 

*  certain  choice   phrafes  fcattered   through  the 

*  letter  ;    fome  pf  them  tolerable  enough,   tiit 
'  they  were  worn  to  rags  by  fervile  imitators. 
'•  You  might  eafily  find   them,   although   they 
'  were   not  in   different  print,  and  therefore  I 
'  need  not  difturb  them. 

'  Thefe  are  the  falfe  refinements  in  our  ftyle, 
'  which  you  ought  to  correct ;  firft,  by  argu- 
'  ments  and  fair  means  :  But  if  thofe  fail,  I  think 
'you  are  to  make  ufe  of  your  authority  as 

*  cenfor,  and,   by  an  annual  index  expurgatorius, 
'  expunge  all  words  and  phrafes  that  are  offen- 

*  five  to  good  fenfe,  and  condemn  thofe  barba- 
'•'  rous  mutilations  of  vowels  and  fyllables.     In 
'  tliis  laft  point,  the  ufual  pretence  is,  that  they 

*  fpell- 
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1  fpell  as  they  fpeak  :  A  noble  ftandard  for  lan- 
'  guage  !  to  depend  upon  the  caprice  of  every 
'  coxcomb,  who,  becaufe  words  are  the  cloath- 
1  ing  of  our  thoughts,  cuts  them  out  and  fhapes 
'  them  as  he  pleafeth,  and  changes  them  oftener 

*  than  his  drefs.     I  believe  all  reafonable  people 

*  would   be    content,    that   fuch    refiners   were 
'  more   fparing   of  their  words,  and  liberal  in 
1  their  fyllables.     On  this  head  I  fhould  be  glad 
c  you  would   beftow  fome  advice  upon   feveral 
'  young  readers  in  our  churches,  who,  coming 
'  up  from  the  univerfity  full  fraught  with  admi- 
fr  ration  of  our  town  politenefs,  will  needs  cor- 
'  rect  the  ftyle  of  their  prayer-books.     In  read- 

*  ing  the  abfolution,  they  are  very  careful  to  fay 
'  pardons  and  abfohes  ;  and  in  the  prayer  for  the 

*  Royal  Family,  it  muft  be,  Endu'um,  tnrich'um, 

*  pro/per' urn,  and  bring um :  Then,  in  their  fer- 
'  mons,  they  ufe  all  the  modern  terms  of  art,  /ham, 

*  banter,  mob,  bubble,  bully,  cutting,  Jhuffling,  and 

*  palming :  All  which,  and  many  more  of  the  like 

*  ftamp,  as  I  have  heard  them  often  in  the  pul- 

*  pit  from  fome  young  fophifters,  fo  I  have  read 
'  them  in  fome  of  thofe  fermons  that  have  made  a 
1  great  noife  of  late.      The   defign,  it  feems,  is  to 
'  avoid   the   dreadful   imputation   of  pedantry; 
'  to  fhew  us,  that  they  know  the  town,  under/land 
'  men  and  manners^  and  have   not  been  poring 
'  upon  old  unfdhibnable  books  in  the  univerfity. 

'  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  you  the  inftrument 

*  of  introducing  into  our  flyle,  that  fimplicity 

B  b  «  which. 
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*  which  is  the  beft  and  trueft  ornament  of  moft 

*  things  in  human  life,  which  the  politer  ages 

*  always  aimed  at  in   their  building  and  drefs, 

*  (Jimplex  tnunditiisj)  as  well  as  their  productions 
'  of  wit.      It  is  manifeft,  that  all  new  afrected 

*  modes  of  fpeech,  whether  borrowed  from  the 

*  court,  the  town,  or  the  theatre,  are  the  firft 
'  perifhing  parts   in  any  language  ;    and,    as  I 

*  could  prove  by  many  hundred  instances,  have 
'  been  fo  in  otir's.  The  writings  of  Hooker,  who 
'  was  a  country  clergyman,  and  of  Parfons  the 
'  Jefuit,  both  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 

*  are  in  a  ftyle,  that,  with  a  very  few  allowances^ 
'  would  not  offend  any  prefent  reader  ;   much 
'  more  clear  and  intelligible,  than  thofe  of  Sir 
«  H.  Wotton,  Sir  Rob.  Naunton,  Ofburn,   Da- 
'  niel  the   hiftorian,    and   feveral   others,    who 
'  writ  later  ;   but  being  men  of  the   court,  and 
'  affecTmg  the    phrafes  then  hi  fafhion,   they  are 

*  often  either  not  to  be  underftood,  or  appear 

*  perfectly  ridiculous. 

*  What  remedies  are  to  be  applied   to  thefe 
'  evils,    I  have  not  room  to  confider,  having,   I 

*  fear,  already  taken  up   moft   of  your  paper  : 
«  Befides,  I  think  it  is  our  office  only  to  repre- 

*  fent  abufes,  and  your's  to  redrefs  them.' 

/  am,   ivith  great  refpeElt 
S  I  R, 

Tour's,  &c. 
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A  MEDITATION  upon  a  BROOMSTICK. 


According  to  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the  Hon. 
ROBERT  BOYLE'S  Meditations  *. 


Written  in  the  year  i  703. 


THIS  tingle  flick,  which  you  now  behold* 
inglorioufly  lying  in  that  neglected  corner, 
I  once  knew  in  a  flourilhing  ftate  in  a  foreft.  It 
was  full  of  fap,  full  of  leaves,  and  full  of  boughs  : 
But  now,  in  vain  does  the  bufy  art  of  man  pre- 
tend to  vie  with  nature,  by  tying  that  withered 
bundle  of  twigs  to  its  faplefs  trunk.  It  is  now 
at  beft  but  the  reverfe  of  what  it  was ;  a  tree 
turned  upfide  down,  the  branches  on  the  earth, 
and  the  root  in  the  air.  It  is  now  handled  by 
every  dirty  wench,  condemned  to  do  her  drudge- 
ry ;  and,  by  a  capricious  kind  of  fate,  deftined  to 
make  other  things  clean,  and  be  nafty  itfelf.  At 
VOL.  VII.  B  b  4  length, 

*  This  paper  was  wrote  in  dcrifion  of  the  ftyle  and  manner 
of  Mr  Robert  Boyle.     To  what  a  height  muft  the  fpirit  of  far-  • 
cafm  arife  in  an  author,  who  could  prevail   upon  himfelf  to  ri- 
dicule fo  good  a  man  as  Mr  Boyle  !    But  the  fword  of  wit,   like 
the  fcythe  of  time,  cuts  down  friend  and  foe,   and  attacks  every 
object  that  accidentally  lies  in  its  way.    However  fharp  and  irre-  - 
ftflible  the  edge  of  it  may  be,  MrBoyle.\vill  always  rtniain  invi)!*- 
Jierable.     Qtrcrj. 
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length,  worn  to  the  frumps  in  the  fervice  of  the 
maids,  it  is  either  thrown  out  of  doors,  or  con- 
demned to  the  laft  ufe,  of  kindling  a  fire.  When 
I  beheld  this,  I  fighed,  and  faid  within  myfelf, 
SURELY  MORTAL  MAN  is  A  E.ROOMSTICK  ! 
Nature  fent  him  into  the  world  ftrong  and  lufty, 
in  a  thriving  condition,  wearing  his  own  hail- 
on  his  head,  the  proper  branches  of  this  reafon- 
ing  vegetable  ;  until  the  ax  of  intemperance  has 
lopped  off  his  green  boughs,  and  left  him  a 
withered  trunk  :  He  then  flies  to  art,  and  puts 
on  a  periwig  ;  valuing  himfelf  upon  an  unnatural 
bundle  of  hairs,  covered  with  powder,  that  never 
grew  on  his  head  :  But  now  fhould  this  our 
broomjtick  pretend  to  enter  the  fcene,  proud  of 
thofe  birchen  fpoils  it  never  bore,  and  all  covered 
with  duft,  tho'  the  fweepings  of  the  fineft  lady's 
chamber ;  we  fhould  be  apt  to  ridicule  and  de- 
fpife  its  vanity.  Partial  judges  that  we  are,  o£ 
our  own  excellencies,  and  other  men's  defaults  ! 

But  a  broomftick,  perhaps  you  will  fay,  is  an 
emblem  of  a  tree  ftanding  on  its  head  ;  and  pray, 
what  is  man  but  a  topfy-turvy  creature  ?  his  ani- 
mal faculties  perpetually  mounted  on  his  rational, 
his  head  where  his  heels  fhould  be,  grovelling  on 
the  earth.  And  yet,  with  all  his  faults,  he  fets  up 
to  be  an  univerfal  reformer  and  corrector  of  a- 
bufes  j  a  remover  of  grievances  \  rakes  into  every 
flut's  corner  of  nature,  bringing  hidden  corrup- 
tions to  the  light,  and  raifes  a  mighty  duft  where 
there  was  none  before ;  {baring  deeply  all  the 

while 
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while  in  the  very  fame  pollutions  he  pretended  to 
fweep  away.  His  laft  days  are  fpent  in  flavery  to 
women,  and  generally  the  leaft  deferving  ;  till 
worn  to  the  flumps,  like  his  brother  iefomy  he  is 
either  kicked  out  of  doors,  or  made  ufe  of  to 
kindle  flames  for  others  to  warm  themfelves  by.. 


END   OF  VOL.  VII. 
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